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iJonah, Part 4, Will the Real Jonah Please Stand Up
February 8th, 2009
Back when I was in college, there was one class that, for whatever reason, I just couldn’t stand going to.  

· It was my Music Appreciation course, which I hoped would be a fairly easy elective to balance out my economics, statistics, and accounting classes.  

· The problem was that the course was so easy that I just had no motivation to go to it.  

· In fact, I remember showing up one day after having missed about three weeks of classes… only to see the professor handing back the mid-term exams they took the week before!  

· Well, somehow I convinced my professor to let me make up the test… and, more amazingly, made it through the end of the semester.  
As you can imagine, I didn’t exactly learn all that much in that class… though I do vaguely remember a discussion we had regarding consonance and dissonance.  
· You see, there are certain sounds or chords that sound bright and rich and harmonious to our ears. 
· At least in our culture, we almost always prefer these kinds of consonant sounds.  
· But then there are dissonant sounds, which seem awkward or unpleasant.  
· In fact, when you hear them, it creates a kind of tension that requires some kind of resolution, which usually comes in the form of a consonant note that would follow it. 
Of course, the problem with even discussing consonance and dissonance is that what sounds beautiful to one person may, in fact, sound dissonant to another.

· Well, as we wrap up our series on Jonah this morning, I was to talk a little about this… 

· Because when God expresses His amazing grace here at the climax of the Jonah story, in chapter 4…
· What seems so beautiful & harmonious to the Ninevites proves, as you’ll see, to be nothing but unpleasant, unresolved dissonance to Jonah.
Now, the primary dissonance word here in the Jonah story… and it comes up quite a few times… is the word “evil.” 
· God tells Jonah to go preach against Nineveh because, as it says in chapter 1, “its evil has come before My face." 
· What the reader is getting here is that there’s something wrong with God’s world… 
· there’s sin, there’s violence, there are people lost and separated from God. 
That evil He finds there in Nineveh stirs His anger toward sin and injustice and violence and oppression because of the separation it creates between Him and the people there whom He loves so much. 
· So, what will God do in the face of such evil? You see, there’s a tension here needing resolution.  What will God do?

· And what we see is that, in spite of the evil He sees… and in spite of the anger He feels, He continues to love them… He continues to pursue them. 

Now, along with that dissonant word, “evil,” in the Book of Jonah, there's also a harmony word, a consonant word, that runs throughout the story… 

· And that’s the word we’ve been looking at over the past few weeks… the word, "great." So, there’s harmony, and there is dissonance. 

· God says to Jonah, "The evil of Nineveh has come before my face, so go to that great city of Nineveh…" 

· But instead, Jonah runs in the opposite direction toward Tarshish.  But, while out there on that ship heading toward Tarshish, God sends a great wind and a great storm to stop Jonah. 

Then the ship is threatened, and we're told the sailors on board cast lots to see who is responsible for all the evil they’re experiencing. 
· And the lots all point in one direction. Do you remember whose disobedience prompted the great wind and storm? Jonah… the prophet!  
· Now to the people reading this text…to the Israelites… this is true dissonance… the kind of tension that has to be resolved… 

· Hoping to save their own lives, the sailors throw Jonah overboard.  And as they do, he cries out to God who provides a great fish who gobbles him up.  

He then cries out from the belly of fish where God forgives his disobedience and saves His life. 

· And through that, God resolves the dissonance… and things are beginning to look up.
· Finally, God’s man makes his way to Nineveh… finally, Jonah does what God has been asking him to do… and yet, he does a pretty bad job of it.  
Basically, Jonah walks around Nineveh saying in 3:4, "Forty more days, and Nineveh will be overthrown." Kind of vague, isn't it? 
· No mention about God or God's character, or sin, or injustice, or repentance, or forgiveness, or mercy. 
· Jonah is just putting no effort into this at all. In fact, he’s not even letting them know that repentance is even an option here.  
· “Just letting you folks know that in forty days God’s gonna wipe you off the face of the planet. Sorry! It was nice knowin’ ya!”
And yet, the strangest thing happens. The people listen... in fact, not only do the people listen to him… but the king listens.  
· And… not only do they listen… but they respond with an outpouring of repentance.  Now think about this for a minute… 
· Jonah has not brought his "A" game to this revival, just this lame message from someone who obviously lacked even an once of love for them. 
· And yet, in spite of all that, their hearts are broken as the Holy Spirit moves in their lives… exposing the extent of their sin. 
Has that ever happened to you… where the Spirit touched you in such a way that in, what seemed like just a moment… 
· you suddenly realized how far you’ve moved away from the intimacy you once had with God…
· How you’ve permitted apathy and sin to get in the way of intimacy with Him… and yet suddenly you find yourself on your knees in repentance?
· Maybe it was a sermon… or a song… maybe someone confronted you, I don’t know… 
· but, ultimately, you know it was the Spirit leading you back into the Father’s arms as you cry out to Him, “Oh God… how did I get here? I want so much more… help me, Lord!” 
Well, all the people of Nineveh do just that. It is so widespread, we are told in 3:7-8, that everyone… from the king to the poorest of the poor… that everyone there in Nineveh repents before God. 

· In chapter 3:7 we read, “Then the king and his nobles sent this decree throughout the city: ‘No one, not even the animals from your herds and flocks, may eat or drink anything at all. 8People and animals alike must wear garments of mourning, and everyone must pray earnestly to God. They must turn from their evil ways and stop all their violence. 9Who can tell? Perhaps even yet God will change his mind and hold back his fierce anger from destroying us.’"
And, in the midst of this national repentance, all Jonah could do was just stand there as an outsider looking in… wondering what in the world was happening.
· I mean, there they were… the ruthless Ninevites, repenting the best way they knew how… 

· Hoping that, just maybe, God would change His mind and hold back His anger against them.

· So, what happens? We read in verse 10 that "When the Lord saw what they did, and how they turned from their evil way…" 
There’s that word “evil” again. Originally, God tells Jonah to go preach against Nineveh because, as it says in chapter 1, “its evil has come before my face."
· There’s tension… dissonance. What will happen next? But then the resolution comes.

· We’re told here in verse 10, "When the Lord saw what they did, and how they turned from their evil way, He relented." He forgave!

· They have turned away from their violence and their aggression and their sin, and they are repenting.

· They’re receiving His grace… the consonant note has been played.

Now the story could end except for one tiny little note of discord. You see, as thrilled as Jonah should be at all that’s going on here… he’s not.

· Think about it… this is the greatest spiritual achievement of his ministry. I mean, how would we feel as a church if, through our ministry, the entire town of Morristown repented and turned their lives to God?!

· Well, this great city of the Assyrians has done just that!  Believe me, he’s never been used by God like this. Few people have in history!

· And yet, in spite of this massive turning to God in Nineveh, we’re told in chapter 4:1, “But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry.”  
But Jonah’s anger goes beyond that. In fact, the Hebrew text here actually says that God’s forgiveness of Nineveh was actually a “great evil.” 
· It’s the only time those two words come together in this story. Jonah just can't take it any more… it’s driving him crazy.

· You see, what is great to God… which, in this case is God’s love and grace and forgiveness being poured out on Nineveh… is, for Jonah, not just evil… but, a “…great evil!” 
· Truth is, Jonah was okay when grace was being given to him, but now it's going to Nineveh. Now Jonah is not okay. Now Jonah is ticked. 
At the start of the book…to any Israelite reading it...to you and me, we think God's big problem… the big “note” of dissonance is, "What is God gonna do about Nineveh?" 
· Talk about sin city... Those people are vile! We think God's big problem is, "What are you going to do about the evil city of Nineveh?" 
· But, then, as you get into the book a little, you realize, “That's not God's big problem!” 
· Instead, God's big problem is, "What am I going to do about Jonah? What am I going to do about a man of God like this with such a smug, superior, resentful heart?" That's God's big problem. 
For example, there are two times in the book of Jonah where Jonah prays.  He first prays in the midst of his desperation there in the belly of the great fish.
· Out there in the middle of the sea… with little hopes of making it out alive, he prays… "Oh, God! Oh, God! Oh God, help me. Let me live. Forgive my disobedience." 
· And what does God do? He pours out His grace & mercy & love on Jonah. 
· Now, in chapter 4, God does the same thing… except now, He pours out His grace on Nineveh.  So, what does Jonah do? Again… he prays.  
We read in verses 2-3, Jonah prayed to the Lord and said, “Please Lord, Didn’t I say before I left home that you would do this? That is why I ran away to Tarshish! I knew you're a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love. You are eager to turn back from destroying people. Please just kill me now, Lord! I’d rather be dead than alive if what I predicted will not happen.”

Unbelievable prayer. The first time he prays, Jonah's about to die and he cries out, "God, let me live." 

· And yet, this time, in the middle of what should be a moment of amazing triumph in his life and ministry, he prays, "God, let me die." 

· Of course, he doesn't really want to die… He’s just whining… He’s just angry… and wants God to know it!

· "God, I knew that if you sent me to Nineveh that they’d either kill me or repent… or worse… they’d kill me and then repent!  Problem is, if they repent, I know You… You’ll forgive them… and there’s no way I’m good with that. If you love me, God… then smoke ‘em out!” 
It’s funny, because he uses the word "please" twice here in his prayer. But, believe me, this is not a polite please; 

· This is a two-syllable please. Puh-lease. "Give me a break. You’re really gonna show grace to Nineveh? You've got to be kidding.” 
· Look again at what Jonah prays… “Please Lord, Didn’t I say before I left home that you would do this? That is why I ran away to Tarshish!”
· Didn’t I tell you that I wouldn’t go to Nineveh because I didn’t believe they have the right to receive your mercy and forgiveness?

· Of course, the truth is that Jonah didn't say anything like this back home in the first chapter when God first called him to Nineveh. 

Suddenly, he’s seeing himself now as some kind of champion of justice. But, from everything we see in chapter 1, the only reason he ran in the direct opposite direction of Nineveh… was out of fear.

· But now he’s saying, "I saw this coming... and I won’t have anything to do with your forgiving these horrible people." 
· But, there's something else going on in this prayer… In verse 2, Jonah says, "I knew you're a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love." 
· What may not be too apparent to us (in what he just said) would, believe me, have been strikingly apparent to Jonah’s ancient Jewish readers.
And why? Because Jonah’s quoting here one of the most powerful statements of God’s character in all the Old Testament. 
· After God gives Moses the Ten Commandments on Mt. Sinai, Moses asks Him, “Now God, before I leave show me Your Glory." 
· He had already seen God’s power displayed as the Red Sea was split in two.  The glory Moses was after was God Himself… “Show me who You are, God!” 
So, what does God do? In Exodus 34… in one of the most revered passages in Judaism, God says, "Alright." 
· In verse 6, we’re told that “God passed in front of Moses proclaiming…” now notice these words…"the Lord, the gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger, abounding in love and truth." 
· You see, in this passage here in Exodus 34:6, God is not simply describing some of His characteristics… but His very character. 
· And, because of that, for the Israelites, it was one of the most prized revelations of God’s identity in all of Scripture. 
And so, believe me… any devout Jew knew these words by heart... "The Lord, the gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger, abounding in love and truth." 
· They knew these words like we know the words to the song, Happy Birthday. So, they knew where Jonah’s words were coming from.
· And yet, it would be screamingly obvious to any Israelite hearing or reading this text that Jonah has also left part of this verse out.  
· He said, “the gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger, abounding in love..." 

You see, Jonah left the word “truth” out… “abounding in love and truth." Everybody knows what’s going on.  

· In his anger, Jonah is facing off with God. Grace… yeah… sure… you’re big on the “abounding in grace” thing.  

· But, what about truth, God? You said You were going to blast them, and I took you at Your Word. 

· I told them, “Forty days, Nineveh and it's Sodom and Gomorrah time. It's hellfire and brimstone.” 

Now it's not going to happen, God, and not only am I unhappy about that… but now I'm gonna look like a fool. 

· And, what’s worse is I'm going to go back to Israel… and to everyone there, it's going to look like I’m the one who saved the Ninevites… 

· It’s gonna look like I wanted them to be saved.  Truth is, I don't like the Ninevites, God… and I thought You didn't like them either! 

God has been so patient with Jonah… He’s shown Jonah so much grace.  And yet, Jonah goes on this tirade, questioning God's character. 

· And all God says in response is, "Is it right for you to be angry?" But, Jonah doesn't give any answer. 

· Instead, he goes ahead and gives God the silent treatment as he makes his way out to a place east of the city where he would wait to see what would happen next… 

· Still hoping that somehow, after forty days, Nineveh will get blasted. 
But then God does something a little unusual.  We’re told in verse 6
10 that “the Lord God arranged for a leafy plant to grow there, and soon it spread its broad leaves over Jonah’s head, shading him from the sun.”  

· It then says, “This eased his discomfort, and Jonah was very grateful for the plant.”
· That word "arranged" or “provided” is one of those recurring words through the Book of Jonah.  
· It’s the same word used when God “arranged for a great fish” in chapter 1. 
· But here, in verse 7, it says “But God also arranged for a worm! The next morning at dawn the worm ate through the stem of the plant so that it withered away.  8And as the sun grew hot, God arranged for a scorching east wind to blow on Jonah. The sun beat down on his head until he grew faint and wished to die. ‘Death is certainly better than living like this!’ he exclaimed.” 
So, in verse 9, God asks Jonah a second question, “Is it right for you to be angry because the plant died?” “Yes,” Jonah replied, “even angry enough to die!”
· Now… does that sound like the tirade of a five-year-old or what?!  
· Again, to the ancient reader, everything has turned upside down.  
· The captain of the ship of Tarshish is praying to God while Jonah, the “prophet of God” is sleeping in the galley… 
· And now, the king of Nineveh is fasting and praying to God while the “prophet of God” is giving God the silent treatment.  
You see, strangely enough, as you read through the Book of Jonah, you begin realizing that the story may have more to do with God’s work in Jonah’s life than anything else. 
· God arranges for a great wind and storm, He arranges a great fish to save him from the sea; 
· He then arranges for a leafy plant to save him from the beating son; and then He arranges a worm to eat that plant.
· Call me crazy… but do you think God is up to something in Jonah’s life? 
· Could it be that God’s focus is as much about saving Jonah as it is saving Nineveh?  
· Truth is, Jonah is proving to be a far greater challenge to God than this city renowned for its pagan cruelty. 
So, there’s Jonah hanging out somewhere east of Nineveh in the boiling sun… fuming… not just from the heat… 
· But from his anger and frustration over the grace & compassion God was extending to Nineveh.  
· And yet, still not speaking with God, God provides shade for him... something that was loaded with meaning for a desert people like the Israelites. 
· In fact, through the Old Testament, you see God providing shade to His people. 
· In Psalm 121:5, for example, David reminds Israel that "The Lord is your shade at your right hand. The sun will not harm you by day. God will protect you as your shade."  

· In Psalm 17, he says, "Hide me in the shade of Your wings from the wicked who assail me, from my mortal enemies who surround me."
Through the Old Testament, shade represents being under the protection of God. And so, in verse 6, when it talks about how God provided the leafy plant to “ease Jonah’s discomfort…” 
· What it actually says, in the Hebrew, is that the plant was provided in order to "deliver him from evil." 
· It was a sign of His presence and protection and power. And, because of that, we’re told that Jonah was “very grateful for the plant.”
· And yet, the reason he was grateful, I believe, went beyond the protection it provided from the sun.  
You see, Jonah saw God’s provision of that shade as a sign that God was on his side, which, for Jonah, meant that God was against his enemies as well.
· And who were his enemies? Yes… The Ninevites! He figures that if God is on His side… 
· then He’ll no doubt put an end to evil city of Nineveh once and for all. 
· It’s why Jonah was so grateful for God’s provision of shade. Yes, protection from the sun was nice… but the destruction of Nineveh was even better.
Pretty sad, huh?! Jonah received so much grace when he hit bottom... though, now he's offended by grace when it’s extended to someone else.  
· The proud and powerful king of Nineveh has humbled himself before God, while Jonah, the “man of God,” reeks of this superior, judgmental, unloving heart. 
· So, once again, it seems as though God’s bigger challenge isn’t the “great city of Nineveh,” but Jonah, His prophet.
It’s interesting, though… because, when Jesus came, the people He had the hardest time with weren’t the people that everybody considered the big sinners…
· He didn’t have a problem with the prostitutes or the tax collectors.  I mean, even the Roman centurion came to Him for help. 
· Instead, the people Jesus had the hardest time with were those who considered themselves the spiritually mature… 
· So many of whom lived their lives with superior, judgmental, unloving hearts.
A guy by the name of George Barna has done a lot of research around faith issues of our day…
· And through all his research over the past few years, guess what he discovered to be the main traits people outside the Church associate with those of us who call ourselves Christian?  
· Not surprisingly, people see us as superior/holier-than-thou, judgmental, unloving people. 
Now, maybe they're all wrong. Maybe that's just a cop out to avoid dealing with their own sin.  
· But, at least for me, maybe there’s some truth in that.  Maybe I have some Jonah in me… 

· Because, like Jonah, I’m very capable of putting people into categories that allow me dismiss them so fast.

· Because, like Jonah, I can hope for mercy & understanding in my own life, but at times, fail to extend, or even want to extend, that same mercy to another.

A year or so ago, I was driving a few miles from my house when I saw the police lights lit up behind me. 

· I pulled over to the side of the road and waited for the police officer to let me know what I had done. 

· Of course, I instantly shifted my blame on to them… “Oh, They’re just meeting their quotas…”

· Well, not only was I speeding, but apparently, I never used my signals when I turned off the main road AND I never came to a complete stop at the stop sign just after that.  

· I mean, from what he was telling me, they could’ve thrown me in the slammer for the rest of my life!  

But in a very official voice he explained that since my record was clean, he’d let me go on a warning.  “Oh man… grace! Mercy! Compassion!”
· Whatever it was… it was goood!  So, I drove away not going a spec over the speed limit… until a mile later when some guy cut me off.  

· I was so frustrated. I mean… why should your being in a rush have put my life in danger like that… who the heck are you?!  

· All I could think was, “Where’s that cop when you need him… this guy should have his license torn up!
Amazing, isn’t it. Somebody else does something wrong, especially those things that inconvenience me… And man, do I want justice! 
· Man, do I hope they get what's coming to them. And yet, when I do something wrong… when I’m being pulled over… suddenly, I’m not arguing for justice, “Throw the book at me officer!” 
· No! Guess what I'm crying out for? For grace… for mercy. 
You see, its pretty simple. Justice is when you get what's coming to you. Mercy and grace is when you don't get what's coming to you. 
· In a way, I have this Jonah inside me where I think what I want is fairness in life, but it's not…
· What I really want… what I really cry out for in life, at least for myself… isn’t “fairness,” it’s grace. 
How many times do I forget what Jonah forgot?  That, as much as God loves me… and He really does… He really loves all those other people out there as well.  
· Truth is “people matter to God." Which people? All of them…
· The woman who can’t afford a car, and so she rides an hour on public transportation to bus tables at a restaurant here in Morristown. 
· God looks at her and says, "I love that woman as much as I have ever loved any human being. I wonder if the people eating lunch at that table, the busy people, the people with money, I wonder if they will understand how much I love her. I wonder how they'll talk to her. 
· I wonder if they'll even notice that she's there. I wonder if they'll stop to think that she has a life… that she has a story… a dream. 
· I wonder if they'll look at her the same way they would look at somebody that they would consider big, or important, or has status, or could do something for them. I wonder if they'll have My heart for her." 
People matter to God. The jobless guy. The homeless guy. The wealthy and successful guy. 

· That young couple working tirelessly to support their family on food stamps and minimum wage…

· That lady sitting next to me on the airplane who literally coughed for three hours straight without once covering her mouth… He loves them.

· Disabled people, Depressed people. Educated people. Undocumented people. Divorced people. 

· People with real different politics than yours. They matter to God. 
Conservative people and liberal people. Muslims. Atheists. Card carrying ACLU abortion clinic PETA activists… they all matter to God. 

· You see, He doesn’t categorize people the way we so easily can.  He just loves them… There’s no “in-group” with Him… He just loves them all.

· People of every skin color from every part of the world… old and young, straight and gay… whoever they are, wherever they’re from… 

· God loves them beyond any of our comprehension.  They matter to Him… every one of them. 
And, when one of them is separated from Him because of sin… as we all, at one time, have been… then know that it tears Him up inside… 
· It keeps Him up at night… It breaks His heart.  He says, “What will I do?” To which Jesus replies… 
· “I will go, Father. I will go to the Earth. I will go to Nineveh. I'll go to Morristown. I’ll give My life in exchange for theirs so that, through Me, they might know Your love and mercy and compassion.” 
· He didn’t just talk about it… He did it.  Jesus came, and we hung Him on a cross. You see, that was the great evil… the great dissonant moment of history... 
· With all of the evil, all of the darkness, all of the discord in this world coming onto Jesus in that moment.  
And yet, on that cross, God was doing something great. You see, on that cross, our God… our Jesus was reconciling the world to Himself. 
· He was overcoming the dissonance & evil, which has so captured us in this world, with the power of the beauty of His sacrificial love. 
· They put Jesus' body in the tomb because they thought, “That's all there is to that.”
· And yet, the God who, on the third day, set Jonah free from the belly of the fish… 
· On the third day, that God spoke to the stone, and it rolled away, and Jesus rose again, and He began this new community… a community of hope called, the Church. 
Guys… there has never in history been a community like this before, where anyone who wanted in and was willing to repent… got to be a son or daughter… 
· Whether they were an Israelite or Ninevite… Jew, Gentile, slave, free, rich, poor, Roman, barbarian, male, female…
· It didn't make any difference… because they all matter to God. 
· You see, the church was to be the one place where no one had to be an outsider… the one place where there's no such word as foreigner. 

So, why in our smugness and superiority and unlovingness has the church become, as some have suggested, the most segregated place in America today? 
· All I know is that’s not what He wanted… and it’s not what we want.  
· You see, beyond Jesus, the greatest gift we’ve been given to give away to the world around us…
· is the kind of loving community that welcomes not only the Israelites… but the Ninevites. 
People matter to God… they matter to me… and I know they matter to you. So, let me ask you… in your day-to-day lives, are you loving those around you? 
· Do you love those who are different than you?  Are there categories of people you tend to dismiss… people you just don’t want to love.  
· Guys… we have the opportunity as a church to redefine what a follower of Jesus really is… 
· We have the opportunity as a church to redefine the kind of impact a local church can have in a community.
One last piece of the story before I close. At the end of the story here in chapter 4, Jonah is still ticked off about the plant dying, about Nineveh, about everything.  
· And yet, God still pursues him, He still shows him grace.  
· In verse 10, He comes to Jonah and says, “You feel sorry about the plant, though you did nothing to put it there. It came quickly and died quickly. But Nineveh has more than 120,000 people living in spiritual darkness, not to mention all the animals. Shouldn’t I feel sorry for such a great city?”
In the final moments of the story, God asks the “man of God,” the “prophet of God,” this final question… 

· "Jonah, you're concerned about your little shade. You're concerned about Israel, and you want to have Nineveh blasted. If it is right for you to be concerned about some people, isn't it right for me to be concerned about all people? Shouldn't we want grace to come to everybody? Jonah, don't you get it?"
· It’s the climax of the story.  And you read it and you’re on the edge of your seat.  It’s the dissonant note that needs resolution.  

· What is Jonah going to say… how will he respond?  Will he finally get it right? 

Will he cry out to God… "Oh God, I've been such a fool, I've been so smug and so superior and resentful. God I'm sorry, would you forgive me and make me a vessel of grace? Give me a tender heart like Yours. Help me get it right." 

· Or… will he just hold onto his arrogance… his self-justified, self-righteous pride? 

· It’s the dissonant note that is crying out for resolution… but that resolution never comes.  

· You see, we never find out how Jonah responds. The story just ends with Jonah sitting there. 
Truth is, it drives me crazy when movies end that way… you just spent two hours emotionally embroiled in the story… and yet, the story never gets resolved.  
· But why? Why would just end the story like that?  It's because the point of the story is not that Jonah had a decision to make. 
· The point of the story is you… and I… have a decision to make. 
· You see, the Book of Jonah is our story. You’re Jonah… I am Jonah.  
A great director knows that when you end a story unresolved like this, people won’t be able to just walk out of the theater entertained.
· That’s not what they’re after.  They want you to walk out of the theater thinking, interacting with the film’s message.
· The Book of Jonah ends this way so that you’ll walk away from it asking yourself, “what will I do?”
· “Will I love this world as Jesus had?  Would I sacrifice for those around me the way Jesus had… even those whom I’ve always been so able to dismiss?” 
It’s your story now As a church… it's our story now. Will we love this city God has placed us in? Will we love those around us… even those so different from us?
· Will we not only welcome them… but go to them in humility and love? Or will we dismiss them and pretend they’re not even there?
· Author Ann Lamott says, "You can tell you have made God in your image when it turns out He hates all the same people you do." 

· You know, God kept referring to the “great city of Nineveh.”  Well… what made Nineveh great?  It certainly wasn’t their good behavior?
What made them great were those 120,000 sinners there whom God loved enough to send His prophet to.
· People He loved enough to forgive… to show grace and mercy.  Truth is, His grace and mercy has, in all kinds of ways, come to all of us here.
· So, the question is, will we extend that grace & mercy & love & truth to the world around us?

