Why I Like Who We Are

August 2nd, 2002

As you know, I spent five days on a lake in upstate NY.  I went away mostly b/c I was tired and needed to rest and refocus.

· When you’re involved with something from day to day, it’s easy to see the trees rather than the forest.  Those trees were looking pretty big… I knew I needed to get away with God.

· I got there and started to laugh… it was so rustic… I was going to enjoy this. 

· First thing I did was to lay down on the dock.  The sky was so pretty.  Within an hour, a storm was in full force… lightening, thunder, three/four foot swells.

· I stood outside in the pouring rain.  It was awesome… not just what I was seeing, but what I was feeling.  “I know the storms/challenges in your life… I am in control.”

Each day, I spent hours on the lake… reading, fishing, praying, and worshiping.  The more time I spent with the Lord, the more time I found my attention turned from the challenges, to the blessings.

· I starting thinking about our church… about all those things regarding who God is making… that blesses me so much.

· I want to share some of those thoughts with you.  I won’t be expositing any passage of Scripture this morning… rather, I just want us to have a little family time together.

· A question pastors throw at each other from time to time is, “would you attend your church if you weren’t the pastor?”  You’d be surprised how many would say no.

· I know I would.  I love you guys… and I love who He is making us!

1. You, we have wonderful worship!  We should never take it for granted, how God comes each week the way He does as we begin worshiping Him.  He inhabits our praises.

· I appreciate our worship leaders so much.  Not b/c of their talents but b/c of their heart and calling, they takes us from their crowded courts in the outer parts of the temple, into the Holy of Holies.

· I was speaking to Conrad and Lynn about worship… while they want the technical side of what they do to sound good, believe me, there is only one reason they invest the time to lead in worship… because He is worthy of it.

· New teams… Ed & Bill/Barb.  They may lead but we all participate!

God is really making us into a worshipping people.

· Did you ever think about what the Father needs to do in our lives, both corporately and individually, in order to make us into a worshipping community?

· Think about what worship is.  The Hebrew word, Shakah, means to fall or bow down.

· So, when David invites us, saying, “Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our God our Maker,” what He is inviting us to surrender, to give up… to declare bankruptcy. 

The other side of worship comes out in its’ Latin root, which means “worthship”.

· What I’m getting at is that for God to make us into a worshipping community, He has to bring us to that point of giving up trying to “do” life in our own strength… bring us to that place where our gaze is focused toward God and not ourselves… where we understand just how worthy He is.

· So, when I consider how many people here are facing great challenges in your lives right now, I realize that part of it has to do with Him simply answering our prayers to be more like Jesus and to walk in deeper worship and passion for Him.

You see, a worshipping church isn’t a church that sings good songs.  A worshipping church is about being a people submitted to the king of Kings in every area of our lives… giving ourselves wholly to Him.

· He’d making that happen, and I see it in you as we worship each Sunday morning.  

· To be honestly, there is hardly anything I enjoy more than coming together with you guys and worship the Lord together.

2. I also love how God is making us into a merciful, tender people

· I’m sure we go through more tissues per person than most churches!

· I so often see you guys praying for one another.  After service there are always people sitting around ministering to others.

· Dez’s father died… and several people invested a lot of time helping to make her dad’s memorial service come together.  Sarah and Barry announced that they will likely be moving back to the UK… and several of you helped.

· They were over Saturday night… Barry told me that he’s been blessed by the sense of community that he sees here.  I’m blessed too… by the generosity of your giving.

· All of this stems from what I believe is a whole lot of compassion.  Right now, some of you are on the giving side… while others are on the receiving.  

· The cycle of life comes around and soon you may need to be on the receiving side.  And guess who will be there for you?

3. I loves that we are a church trying to be real.  Honestly, I decided long ago, that if its not real, than I don’t want to play!

· Back in 1977 seven people were seeking God’s heart in worship… and direction.  They were pretty worn out and tired… and they came to that place where religious practice & “Christian culture” were no longer giving them any comfort or joy.

· They poured their hearts out to God, telling Him that all that want is to know Jesus more… they didn’t want to be “good Christians”, they wanted to be authentic worshippers of the only Person worthy of man’s worship.

· Soon that group, lead by John and Carol Wimber, grew to 150… still meeting in their house… every square inch covered with people.  They started meeting in Canyon High School.  From that meeting of seven, God has birthed nearly 1200 Vineyards in 40 countries.

· Our heritage is one of authenticity.  God comes as He is… we might as well come as we are! 

4. I love that we believe that we all get to play… that it’s not just the Christian “professionals” who do the work of the ministry… but we all do.  We’re all called to play… each of you can have a significant, meaningful part is what God is building here.

· Truth is, we’ll never get to that place God has called us to be unless we are all playing.

· I

