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Walking in Our Authority to Heal

June 16th, 2002

This morning, as I continue our series on “Classic Vineyard”, I want to begin speaking on a subject that was very much at the heart of Jesus’ ministry here on earth… and at the heart of our ministry as well in the Vineyard… the ministry of healing.

· Gods’ including us in His desire to heal the sick is an incredible thing.  It would be enough if He just loved us… but that He would also use us to love and minister to other people really blesses me.

· Last week, sort of as an introduction, I spoke on Doing What the Father is Doing.  This week I want to share another principle that needs to underlie our understanding of healing.  That is, that it is something we ALL get to participate in.  It isn’t reserved for a few great healing evangelists… but something God invites us all into.

When I came to know the Lord, I didn’t know anything about the Bible.  So I read it… and was amazed at the things Jesus did.  

· From my times reading through the Gospels, I came to believe that Jesus really could heal people. 

· Yet, I soon discovered that believing whether Jesus heals people was the easy part. As I spoke to others, I realized that the tricky question was not whether Jesus had the power and authority to heal… but whether we do.

· And I also discovered that this question isn’t “tricky” only in churches that don’t believe in that kind of thing… it is a question that lingers even in charismatic churches… even Vineyard churches.

You see, we believing in healing… but in a way, we don’t.  We believe God can heal and that He could heal through somebody else… but when it comes to whether God wants you to be involved in praying for the sick and seeing them get well, we often struggle.

· I spent my first few years as a believer thinking that healing was something Jesus did but didn’t believe that I could do any more than simply pray for their medication to work and for God to give wisdom to their doctors.

· As I continued to read the Bible, I realized that maybe our role is more significant than that.  I started going to a more charismatic church, NCF, and began seeing people praying for the sick.  

· In fact, they would set up chairs in the center of the room after worship and would pray for anyone who needed prayer… especially the sick.

· I saw God do some pretty amazing things there. Even had lots of words delivered to me, which really encouraged me in terms of how God desires to work thru simple jars of clay like us!

· While overseas, a friend with another organization, a pastor of a Vineyard church, was praying for the sick in a hospital and five people were healed.

· I realized more and more as I read the Gospels that Jesus healed the sick just about everywhere He went… that it really was central to His ministry… and that He was calling us to make it central to ours as well.

· I came to see that until we understand that God has really commissioned us and given us permission to heal the sick, we will never really pray for the sick.

Acts 10:38 says, “And no doubt you know that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power.  Then Jesus went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.”

· all the good that Jesus did and all the people Jesus healed was simply a result of the Holy Spirit and the power that came from God being with Him.

· Well, the same is true for you and me.  As I shared last week, we don’t have any power to heal up our sleeves or in our back pocket.  

· But with the Father Guiding us and the Spirit empowering us, we get to participate in what He is doing.  We can pray for the sick… and they can get well!

Let’s look at John 14:12.  “The truth is, anyone who believers in me will do the same works I have done and even greater works, b/c I am going to be with the Father.”
· We may all know this… but we don’t all fully believe it… that we will ALL do the same things Jesus did… 

· “Anyone who believes in me.”  Do you believe in Jesus?  If so, He is saying that you will be doing the same things He did.  Some would like to limit that to things like preaching and teaching… but Jesus was saying a whole lot more.

· Do you believe you will do the same things Jesus did?

· I’ve seen people healed… delivered.  It is a radical thing.  There was one guy we were working with who had a incredible ministry of healing.  

· It is a radical thing.  Jesus said that if you are a believer, you will do the same things He did!

· We become so familiar with these verses… especially these simple verses that say such big things.  They can loose their impact… blah blah.

· But the truth is that the average run of the mill Christian will do the same things Jesus did!

That is so incredible… if you can receive it in faith.  The reason some of you stopped praying for the sick is b/c you don’t believe in the stuff anymore.

· some stopped praying for the sick b/c those you had prayed for didn’t get well.  We can’t base our theology from experience… or lack of experience.  

· You stopped doing it b/c in a way, you stopped believing it.

· Will everyone you pray for get well?  No.  But if you’ll continue to pray for the sick, from time to time God will really use you in some amazing ways.

· There isn’t anyone I know who can tell stories of healings who hasn’t prayed for 100s of people.  It’s the way it works.

· Some of you will never know if God’s wanting to use you to pray for the sick, b/c you never press through to the point of doing it.

You see, Jesus did this stuff… then got his group of 12 to do it… then sent the 70 out 2 by 2  to do it.  Then He told the whole church to do it!

· Calling us to teach this all over the world.  In the Great Commission He told His disciples to teach us all He taught them.

· But somewhere along the way, we stopped believing that this is something we all get to play at.  That it isn’t simply for the super healers… but for us too.

· The Spirit has given us power to heal.

· Jesus has given us permission to heal.

· The Father tells us when to heal.

When Jesus said in Matthew 28 that He is giving all authority to us, He wasn’t simply speaking of the ability to heal, for example, but gave us both permission and right to exercise that power.

· You have permission… you’ve been commissioned… to pray for the sick.

· Jesus said in Mark 16:17-18, “And these signs will accompany those who believe… they will place their hands on sick people and they will get well.”

· Do you believe that?

· Do you believe He will use YOU like that?

· It doesn’t matter whether you think God will use people like John Wimber… but whether He will use you.

· The idea that God leaves ministry in the hands of the few… is totally opposite of our understanding in the Vineyard of how God chooses to work.  

· I think the message of the Bible is that, as Wimber said, we “ALL get to play!”

Remember, when I speak of authority, you need to remember that there is no authority in and of us.  All of our authority is delegated authority from God.  He is Almighty God and has unlimited power.  And in that power, through the Spirit, He delegates authority to us.

· Think of it… if God has all authority, then why can’t He have authority to work healing through you?

In the garden, man had great authority b/c he was in perfect relationship with God… his identity, position, authority was given to Him to reveal the heart of God

· He gave us authority to rule over earth.  But we know how that story turned out.

· We were deposed and lost our authority… and a counterfeit kingdom was established.

· Jesus came to depose Satan and destroy that counterfeit kingdom and to bring humanity back into relationship… into intimacy… with the Father.

· And when you embrace Jesus, Jesus delegates His authority, the same way He did with Adam and Eve, back to you.

· We have authority b/c we are His child.

· We operate under the Father’s authority as children of the King!

· We have been given the authority and commission to go and do what He did.

· That is what it means to be a Christian.  The word means, “little Christ”.  That is what we are.  In John 8:12, Jesus says, “I am the light of the world.”  Yet, in Matthew 5:14 He says, “you are the light of the world.”  
· Jesus is calling you and me to do what He did…. Under the direction of the Father, filled with the Spirit.

This is the main thing I wanted to communicate today as we begin looking at Healing… that it isn’t something relegated to a few… but that Jesus has invited all of us as believers to participate.

· Yet, there are several things we need to understand if we will operate in our authority.

1. Wimber taught that all true ministry flows out of intimacy.  As we abide in Him… as we stay home with him, abiding in His presence, the fruit will come.

· but we must walk in our relationship with Him… through regular times of prayer, quiet, etc.

· As I shared last week… for Jesus, it was a matter of going on in conversation and fellowship with the Father, asking, “what are You doing?”  The Father would show Him and Jesus would participate and it would happen.  He only did what He saw the Father doing.

· For us to walk in that spiritual cooperation, we need to be in His presence.

· Remember, God is ultimately the initiator of all ministry… “God, what do you want to do here?”

· It wont be the same as it was yesterday.

· We need to develop this “listening” skill not in ministry situations alone but in our prayer closets.

2. Second thing we need to understand if we will operate in our authority has to do with Faith.

· When we read John 14:12, some respond, “yeh!” while others silently sigh, “uggh.”  Some rose up with faith, and others found themselves doubting.

· If you are among the “doubters”, don’t condemn yourself.  Ask Jesus for the faith to believe.

· You will need to exercise faith in order to walk in your authority in Christ.

· We need to have faith in the things Jesus said are true.  It isn’t about faith in ourselves… but faith in the fact that Jesus is calling each and every one of us to play.

Remember, faith does not equal how loud you can pray for the sick.  It is faith in what God says… and it is through this faith that you can exercise your authority.

· And it is when you are walking in the authority delegated to you, you will find yourself more and more willing to take that risk and pray for your sick family member or friend.

· If you’re not willing to take risks, you’ll struggle to minister effectively in the Spirit.

3. To operate in our authority, we need to be a people submitted to God with all our hearts.  Jesus said, in Matthew 8:9, that it is those under authority who will be given authority.


· It is difficult to walk in that cooperative relationship with the Father when you are struggling with Him… struggling to believe what He says.

· Even Jesus said, in Jn 4:34, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent me and to finish His work.”

4. We must remember that Authority is released through taking risks out of the church.

· We would have lots more ministry opportunities if we would just go out and be nice to people.

· If you’re nice to people, out and about, they will likely like you!  They’ll give you entrance to their lives giving you opportunities to minister to them

· So go… and be nice!

· Don’t get mad at those people behind the counter… love them!

· Lance Pittluck once said that the Kingdom travels through love.  You can’t just be loving at church and kinship and expect to have a lot of ministry… being Mr. Grumpy the rest of the week.

Regardless of the situation, we go into the situation with nothing of our own to give.  Yet God will come and the Spirit will move… and something will happen.  But you will never see this happen if you don’t risk.

Healing is something I believe God has given to the church as a whole… it is something He has truly built into the very life of the Vineyard.  

· We believe in a God who heals… but today I just want to ask you… are you willing to believe that He wants to use you to heal?

· “The truth is, anyone who believers in me will do the same works I have done and even greater works, b/c I am going to be with the Father.”
