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The Seal of the Spirit

2/23/03

I shared with you a few weeks ago how Paul, while living for several years under house arrest in Rome, took the time to write a letter to the Church in and around Ephesus… a letter whose purpose wasn’t to address any particular problem in the church… but to share with all God’s people all the riches that are ours in Christ.

· As soon as you start reading Ephesians, you begin to see the heart of a man overwhelmingly in love with God…

· That’s why, as soon as he starts writing in verse three, he doesn’t stop to end a single sentence until the end of verse 14.  

· You can see his passion, writing as quickly as the thoughts are coming to him, not only to encourage all the believers to consider the incredible inheritance that is there’s in Christ…

· But with a heart of worship, He is thanking God that all these things are his… that in spite of his circumstances, because of Jesus, he was the richest man on the earth.

· And so, he begins in verse three saying, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.”

· “In Christ” can best be translated, “Because we belong to Jesus”.

· Because we belong to Jesus, because we are His children, we have been given riches that no amount of money could ever purchase.

Last week, Ed walked you through this passage, from verse 3 through verse 14… the way someone would walk you through a beautiful castle… from room to room… with each room filled with priceless antiques and beautiful flowers.

· How we’ve been blessed… how we’ve been chosen, predestined, redeemed, and forgiven, and how we’ve been given the Holy Spirit as a guarantee that God will give us everything He promised.

· And what is also so amazing is that this isn’t something we had to earn for fight for.  In fact, it’s just the opposite.  

· In verse 4 he says, “long ago, even before He made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in His eyes.”

· In other words, God’s heart for us, even before He created us, was for you and I to walk in intimate relationship. He pursued us! 
What I’d like to do this morning is to look at the work of the Holy Spirit in Ephesians 1:13-14.  But before we stop to look at the theology of these verses, I want to back up and look at just what Paul was drawing from while writing these verses. (READ)
· Because the life and the joy he was drawing from throughout this section, comes not only out of the riches we have in Christ… but out of the fact that we’re His because He pursued us.  Verse 11:  “He chose us from the beginning”
· To get a hold of this, we turn to turn back to a familiar place… Genesis 1&2 where we see a powerful, yet intimate God breathing life into man.

· We learn so much from this creation story because it is here that we learn we were created for… intimacy, for relationship, for worship… to be the “praise of His glory”.

· And so God shows up each day, walking through the Garden with Adam and Eve, the crown jewel of His creation.  

Until that one day when Adam and Eve weren’t there…

· In Genesis 3, we learn about how Adam and Eve are seduced by Satan and how far they moved from the inheritance that was theirs just moments before.

· In that moment, that perfect fellowship was gone… In a moment, shame, guilt, jealousy, fear, and pain were all born.

· We’ll never know, this side of heaven, how much we lost that day.

But what was God’s response?  Did He just give up on humanity?  No!  Because of His great love toward us, He comes after humanity.  We’ve looked at Genesis 3:8-9 before, how God comes pursuing Adam and Eve.  “God called out to them… ‘Where are you?’”
· After all they did, we see God continuing to pursue humanity…

· We read about how they were hiding in shame and guilt behind some trees… and yet, God calls to them, inviting them to come to Him.

Then, just a few verses later, He makes this powerful declaration in verse 15:

· “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and hers;  you will strike his heal, but He will crush your head.”

· God wasn’t about to leave us helpless… He wouldn’t abandon the humanity He loved so much.

· So, He made this declaration that He would send someone from the “seed of the woman”… And though Satan would strike His heal, Jesus would crush his head.”

· In a very real sense, God is declaring before all the heavenly realms, those places in heaven and earth, “I will redeem humanity, my crown jewel back to myself.”  

· And why? Because He loves us.  There is no other reason given in Scripture.

· And from that time until now, God has been on a relentless pursuit to restore humanity back to Himself… to bring us back into the intimacy and friendship we were created to have with Him right from the beginning.

In Ephesians 1:10, Paul says, “At the right time, He will bring everything together under the authority of Christ… everything in Heaven and on Earth.”  (Ref. to Gen 1&2)

· What Paul is saying is that God sent His Son into the world to bring everything back to the way it was in Genesis 1:1… “Heaven and Earth”.

· Why? In Galatians 4:4-5, Paul wrote, “But when the right time came, God sent His Son, born of a woman… in order that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive adoption as sons.” 

· That we might walk in that intimacy and fellowship again as His sons and daughters.

When Paul writes in Ephesians 1:11 that “because of Christ, we have received our inheritance”, what he is saying is that Jesus was that promised “seed of the woman” who would come and bring us back into the purposes for which we were created back in the Garden… 

· That because of Jesus, we would be adopted back into that intimate relationship with God… back into those purposes for which we created.

· What you read about in Genesis 2 is your inheritance… it has always been your inheritance… And from the day you were born to the day you asked Jesus into your heart, God has been pursuing you… calling you… out from behind the trees back to Himself… back into the intimacy of the Garden.

My point is this: Everything God is bringing us to is what was already ours back in the Garden.  Turn with me to Revelations 21:1-4 and 22:1-5.  

· Rev 21:1 starts with the “new heaven and earth”… not corrupted like the first heaven and earth had become.

· “He shall dwell among them… and God Himself shall be among them…”

· No more tears, no more pain, no more fear, no more shame!  That’s our future!

· Rev 22:1-5 starts with a tree… no longer any curse (that came with the fall).

· “We will see His face” (in His presence)… the greatest blessing man can know.

· Does this all sound familiar?  Our history starts with us cuddled up on the lap of our Father! And, because we belong to Christ, that’s our future inheritance as well!

· Everything God is taking us to is what we were created to have with Him from the beginning.

This is what Paul is referring to in verse 9 when he speaks of the “mystery of God’s will”… 

· Not only is the unchanging purpose of God to bring humanity back into intimacy with Himself… but that the Gentiles, like those in Ephesus, were included in that purpose as well! It isn’t a Jewish thing… that’s why Paul says in Galatians, “there is neither Jew/Greek, male/female, slave/master” we are all His treasured possession!

· It wasn’t easy for many Jews to accept… but both the Jews and Gentiles would together share that inheritance… and inheritance, which is, as 1 Peter 1:4 says, “imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you.”
But what about now?  If our inheritance is something that we will experience in its fullness when we’re living in the reality of Rev 21/22 in heaven, than what about now?

· This is what Paul is now getting to in verses 13/14.  Let’s read this passage:

· 13And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-to the praise of his glory. 

· What Paul is saying here is that when you heard the truth and accepted Jesus into your heart, you were given the Holy Spirit as a seal and guarantee that we really are His people and that one-day, we really will receive the fullness of our inheritance.

· You see, what made creation so glorious, is the fact that God dwelt among His people in such nearness and intimacy.  

· Now, as a seal and guarantee of all of that we will one-day have in Heaven, God sends the Holy Spirit now to dwell in the hearts of His people!

· Let’s unpack that a little more.

In verse 13, Paul says, “When you believed, you were sealed in Him with the promised Holy Spirit.”  

· Paul uses this metaphor three times in his letters… each time referring to the work of the Spirit.

· The imagery here comes from an ancient custom of sealing personal possessions… from slaves to household goods to animals received a mark or stamp of ownership.  

· The fact that we’ve been “sealed in Him” speaks of four things:

Finished Transaction:  Whenever an important transaction was completed, an official seal was made, usually involving a stamped impression in melted wax or clay.

· And so, the fact that we have been sealed in Him means that there is nothing more we need to do in order to possess what He has freely given to us as our inheritance.  

· By sealing us in Him, He is saying what Jesus said at Calvary, “It is finished!”

· Vs 4:  We’ve been made Holy/Blameless thru the Cross!  How many are holy?

· I shared the Gospel with a man in Starbucks a few days ago.  I filled up with such joy sharing with him how we could never earn our salvation… and how Jesus takes our sins in exchange for His Holiness… His Righteousness?  And why?

· Eph 5:27, “to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.”  Finished Work!

· You don’t have to keep putting change in the meter… He paid your way through!

Security/Protection:  We read in Matthew 27:66 how the Roman authorities set a seal on Jesus’ tomb as a warning that what was contained inside not only belonged to them but was being protected by them.

· In this case, being “sealed in Him” means that we are secured and protected in our relationship with Him until Jesus comes back or until we meet Him in heaven.

· That’s what Paul is saying in Ephesians 4:30 when he says that we were “sealed by the Holy Spirit for the day of redemption.”

· Rm 8:38-39 Nothing Can Separate Us! Not even you! 
· Hebrews 13:5  Never leave/forsake you!
Authenticity:  The third things that makes our being “sealed with the Spirit” so significant is that fact that the Holy Spirit in us authenticates our faith.

· Nothing was official in Tajikistan without a seal or a stamp… it was the only thing that proved a document was authentic.

· Just as a seal on a document attests to the genuineness of the document, so, the presence of the Spirit in our lives attests to the genuineness of our salvation and our relationship with God.

· In Romans 8:9, Paul says, “If you do not have the Spirit of Christ, you do not belong to Him.”
· In Galatians 4:4, Paul says that the presence of the Spirit testifies to our sonship.
Ownership:  Like the official titles for our cars or home, whenever someone owned something of value, he would always have a sealed document, which proved just whom it belonged to.

· God has identified you as His own by giving you the Holy Spirit. 
· “God set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.”  2 Cor 1:22.

· We can say with confidence, just what Solomon said, in Songs 2:4, “I am my Beloved’s and He is mine!”  

· You can say that b/c of the presence of the Spirit.

Remember, in verse 1, Paul writes that we have received every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places… “Because we belong to Christ”.  

· In fact, Paul uses the expression, “in Christ” ten times in just this passage (3-14).

· The Holy Spirit in our lives is that seal… that mark… that we really do belong to Jesus.  In fact, we’re not only His… but twice His.  

· He made us… then we rebelled.  But He chased us… and purchased us back with His own Son. 

Verse 14 goes on to say, that the Holy Spirit is a “deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-to the praise of his glory.” 
· In other words, God has put the Holy Spirit in us as a deposit, as a down payment, that we will one day walk face to face, hand to hand with Him, the way Adam & Eve had back in the Garden… the way John described in Revelations how God would dwell among us.

· The idea of down payment is not very much different than today.  When I bought my house, we had to come up with a whole lot of money as a down payment… guaranteeing them that I would come back to close the deal.

· In 2 Cor 5:5, Paul writes “God has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.”

· You see, the Holy Spirit as a down payment, guarantees the fact that God will come back as He promised to complete the transaction… to bring us back into the inheritance we were always meant to have.

· That’s what Paul meant in Romans 8:23 when he said that we’ve received the Spirit as a “foretaste of future glory.”

· Our present life in the Spirit is a foretaste of our future, eternal life with God.

So, in all of this, while writing to the church in/around Ephesus, Paul is in effect pouring out his heart to God… 

· … worshipping the Lord as he reflects on not only the riches we have in this life but all we will one day have when we receive the fullness of our inheritance in heaven!

· That God would give us the Holy Spirit as a seal testifying that we belong to Christ… and as a deposit, guaranteeing that we will one day receive the fullness of our inheritance, really is, as verse 14 says, “just one more reason for us to praise our glorious God.”
The fact that the Holy Spirit, as the presence of God Himself dwelling in our lives, is one of the most profound truths in Scripture. And yet, we know that the Spirit is active in so many ways:

1. The Holy Spirit Counsels us.  In John 16:7 Jesus said, “But I tell you the truth:  It is for your good that I am going away.  Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.”

· The Greek work, which is translated “counselor” doesn’t have an exact equivalent in English, but has the meaning of “one who’s called alongside of another person to offer assistance.”

· Jackie Robinson was the first black man to play major league baseball.  Breaking into baseball’s color barrier, he faced hostile crowds in every stadium.

· While playing one day in his home stadium in Brooklyn, he made an error. 

· The fans began to ridicule him.  He stood at second base, humiliated, while the fans jeered.

· Then, shortstop Pee Wee Reese came over and stood next to him.  He put his arm around Jackie Robinson and faced the crowd.

· The fans grew quiet.  Robinson later said that Pee Wee Reese’s gesture that day… putting his arm around his shoulder, saved his career.

· The Holy Spirit is the One who so passionately desires to come and put His arm around you.  In this way, the Spirit is our advocate, comforter, ally… and our friend.

2. The Holy Spirit also Guides us.  In Acts 13:2 says, “On day as these men were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the HS said, ‘Dedicate Barnabas and Saul for the special work I have for them.”

· In Acts 16:6, while Paul was heading through Asia Minor, the Holy Spirit guided toward Macedonia instead.  

· The guys at Starbucks… three people in one week handed him a track.  Then he met me!  The Spirit was guiding him!

3. The Holy Spirit Teaches us.  John 14:26-27 says, “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”
· Rabbi Slostowski, a professor at a seminary in Tel Aviv, hated Jesus Christ.  So great was his resentment that he sharply criticized a young student in his class who was reading a Hebrew NT.  

· The young man replied by giving him the copy.

· That night, the rabbi, alone in his room, staying up until three in the morning reading about the Nazarene who claimed to be the Messiah.

· The Holy Spirit guided him and showed him the truth.  

· Rabbi Slostowski confessed, “I have already found more than 200 passages of the NT that prove to me beyond a shadow of a doubt that Jesus is truly the Messiah.

4. The Holy Spirit Convicts Us.  We already looked John 16:7 where Jesus said, “But I tell you the truth:  It is for your good that I am going away.  Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.”.

· But look at verse 8.  “And when He comes, He will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s righteousness.”
· In 1 Thes. 1:5, Paul writes, the “Gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction.”
· It is the Spirit that put that thumping in your heart when you gave your heart to Jesus… and it’s the Spirit in our lives that convicts us in such a way as to lead us back to the Father’s Arms.

· That’s what Paul means when he writes in 2 Cor 3:17, “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”  

· The presence of the Spirit in the life of the believer brings freedom… freedom from shame, fear, rejection, bitterness, and loneliness.

· That doesn’t happen overnight… it’s a journey.  

5. The Holy Spirit Empowers and Equips.  1 Cor 12:7-8 says, “But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit…”

· The Spirit gives to each and every believer spiritual gifts… that equips us and empowers us to do the things God’s called us to do.

· Acts 1:8, Luke writes, “But when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will receive power.” 

· The Spirit also gives us new boldness and power in our lives.  Not from ourselves!

Sitting there in Rome, under house arrest, Paul sits down to write a letter to all the churches in and around Ephesus.  But he ends up writing a psalm, a worship song to the Lord for all the spiritual blessings that are ours in Christ.

· Last week, Ed encouraged you to dwell on each of the blessings Paul discusses here… and I want to encourage you to do the same.

· And as you do that, remember that God put the seal of the Holy Spirit on you as a guarantee that you all of His promises are, as Rev 21/22 says, trustworthy and true.

· Paul saw the pouring out of the Spirit as the beginning of God’s promise to dwell among his people again the way he had in the beginning.

· So, facing possible execution, he remained anchored, knowing that regardless of the sentence, he would be with God.

· Phil 1:2, “For to me, to live is Christ, to die is gain.”

· He chose us!  He redeemed us!  He purchased us back!  He’s forgiven us!

· Because He loves you!  “How beautiful is your love to Me.”  You’ve captured His heart.

