PAGE  
5

The Long Road to Calvary

April 13, 2003

Over the past few months, we’ve been walking through Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.  I left off at the end of chapter three where Paul, for the second time in this letter, offers up a prayer for these brothers and sisters he seemed to love so much.

· Beginning in 3:18 he prays,  “And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep His love really is.”
· And for Paul, nowhere is the love of Jesus on display more than it is that week between Palm Sunday and Easter, 2000 years ago… when Jesus walked that long road to Calvary.

· Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for His friend.”  Jesus traveled this road to Jerusalem to do just that… to lay down His life for His friends.

· What I’d like to do this morning, on this Palm Sunday, is to simply walk us through this incredible story… the story of Jesus’ incredible love toward each and every one of us.

Several weeks before Jesus came to Jerusalem for the Passover feast, he had been ministering in the city of Capernaum along the Sea of Galilee.

· It was there that Jesus asks His disciples, “Who do you say that I am?”  Peter responds saying, “The Christ, the Son of God.”
· Jesus then tells them something that I don’t think they really understood till weeks later.  He said in Luke 9:22 that He would soon “suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests, and scribes, and be killed.”
· But still, a little later, in verse 51, it says that Jesus “resolutely set His face to go to Jerusalem.”

· Throughout he next ten chapters in the Gospel of Luke, we see Jesus ministering to the people along the route between that 75-mile route between Capernaum and Jerusalem.

· Luke 13:22 says that Jesus passed “though one city after another, always pressing on toward Jerusalem.”

It was just as Jesus was arriving in Jericho that He met blind Bartimaeus who cried out to Jesus for mercy.  Luke says that after Jesus healed him, Bartimaeus began to follow Jesus.

· Jesus then began the final leg, 14 miles, of the journey through the great “wilderness” between Jericho and Jerusalem.

· That was the same wilderness, the same mountainous desert, that Jesus faced Satan’s temptations for 40 days and night.

· Now He would pass through it again… on His way to Calvary.

· (Show Picture of this Wilderness Road)

The Wilderness ends just east of Jerusalem at a place called Olivet (Mt. of Olives).  It was such a beautiful place… having just stepped out of this rugged desert, all of a sudden you come to the town of Beth-phage where the road widens and is now surrounded by green grass.

· And, off in the distance, only about a mile and a half away, is the eastern gate of Jerusalem.

· When they got to Beth-phage, Jesus asks several of his disciples to go into the next village to fetch a colt (Read Luke 19:29-31)

· I wonder how God spoke to the owner of that colt… that he would so freely give them permission to take the colt. Perhaps the owner had heard all the stories of Jesus.

When they brought the colt back to Jesus, they no doubt had to make their way through large crowds.  You see, that very day, the Sunday before Friday’s Passover celebration, was Lamb’s Selection Day.

· We read in Exodus 12 how God called each family with means to purchase an unblemished lamb on that day to be sacrificed on Passover at 3pm by the priests.

· Jesus walked through the very bazaar people used to purchase their lamb.  They didn’t understand that right in their midst was the Perfect Lamb of God… the Lamb that would take away the sins of the world.

· We see the same thing today… people are scrambling all around us looking for whatever can bring them some semblance of peace… while Jesus is right here.

· And so, Jesus sits on the colt and began traveling down the road from the Mt. of Olives toward Jerusalem.  

Keep in mind that not only would people purchase an unblemished lamb on that Lamb’s selection day, but those who could afford to would also purchase a goat.

· Along with the lambs, those goats were taken to the priests… and while the Lambs were sacrificed in the temple at 3pm, the goats would be taken outside the city to die.

· That symbolized that the sins of the people had not only been forgiven, but had been carried away.

· That’s why the writer of Hebrews says that Jesus was our scape-goat… taken outside Jerusalem to die.

· On that Sunday, Palm Sunday, sitting on the back of a donkey, was our sacrificial lamb… and our scape-goat. 

Once Jesus began that descent toward the “Gate called Beautiful” on the east side of Jerusalem, the disciples and the crowd began to celebrate loudly.

· (READ 19:35-38)  Among that crowd were those who had just seen Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead in Bethany… perhaps Bartimaeus and Zacchaeus were there… or the ten lepers he had healed just a few weeks earlier.

· Seeing Jesus riding on a colt which was a sign that a ruler was coming to bring peace.

· Perhaps the words of Zechariah 9:9 came to the minds of some, “Shout daughter of Jerusalem! See, your King comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a colt.”

· Maybe this man… maybe he really is the Messiah!  In Rabbinic tradition, the Messiah would come on this day… and so each year, the priests would leave the inner temple doors open in case the Messiah came.

They all began shouting, “Hosanna!”  There were thousands of people shouting “Hosanna to the Son of David… Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord!”

· That word Hosanna was not a spiritual term but a political term, meaning “deliver/save me!  Free us from the Romans!”

· Remember that during Passover, the Jews were celebrating their freedom from Egyptian captivity. In a way, this season made their present Roman captivity even less bearable.

· Because of this, Roman guards were posted everywhere… ready to crush anything that even resembled a revolt against Rome.

· And yet, thousands of people are crying out, “Save us, deliver us from the Romans!”
· Fearing what the Romans might do, the religious leaders asked Jesus to quiet his followers (19:39-40).

In John’s account of Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem, he says (Jn 12:13) that the people were also waiving Palm branches.

· Like shouting “Hosanna”, the waving of Palm branches had strong political symbolism… printed on the coins during Maccabbean period.

· It wasn’t a symbol of love and peace, but freedom… like the waving of the Stars and Stripes.

· By waving the Palm branches, they were again crying out for freedom… and the Romans knew it.  

· Matthew says that the whole city was stirred… the word “stirred” is seismos, which means quaking, trembling… with thousands going with Him and thousands about to meet Him at the city gate.

But as they came closer to Jerusalem, Luke says that Jesus began to cry.  There are two times in Scripture that we see Jesus crying.

· First is in Bethany when Mary/Martha told Jesus that He had come too late and that Lazarus had died.

· John 11:35 says that Jesus wept… that word meaning, “cried silently”.

· Even though Jesus had already announced that He would raise Lazarus from the dead, Jesus felt the hurt and pain they were going through and cried.  

· Never forget that in the same way, Jesus feels your going through.  He still cries.  

Secondly:  When Jesus saw Jerusalem against the backdrop of their cries for political rather than spiritual freedom, He began to “cry aloud.”

· 19:41, “If only you saw what would have brought you peace.”

· They saw a political conqueror, not the sacrificial lamb… not the scape-goat.

· When Jesus arrived on that Lamb Selection day, He came as a King… but not the kind they expected.  He came as the Servant King.

· As He looked through that crowd, He knew that so many of those crying Hosanna would soon be the ones shouting out “Crucify Him.”

During this week, b/t this Sunday and this Friday, 2000 years ago, Jesus spend His days preaching in the city and his nights on the Mt. of Olives.

· On Friday morning (Good Friday), Jesus sent several of His disciples ahead to Jerusalem to prepare their Passover meal.

· Again, Passover was a day of remembrance how God, not only delivered them from their bondage in Egypt, but how He saved them from that 10th plague, the death of the first-born of Egypt.

· God told the Israelites to sacrifice a lamb whose blood should be placed on their door.

· Because of the “blood”, God’s wrath “passed over” them.

You see, the Israelites during the time of their Egyptian captivity needed two things…

· Deliverance from bondage/oppression

· And deliverance from wrath of God.

· God provided a way… through the Passover lamb.

· Jesus came to deliver us from these same two things… 

· Not Egyptian/Roman captivity but freedom from kingdom of darkness

· And He came to settle God’s wrath against us by becoming Himself, our Passover Lamb.

That evening, the night before Jesus’ death, Jesus and His disciples celebrated Passover… their “Last Supper”.

· Jesus offers them a cup of wine… and a loaf of bread, saying, “This is My body given for you.  Do this in remembrance of Me.”

· This is why Paul said in 1 Cor 5:7 that Jesus is our Passover Lamb.

· Because of His sacrifice… we are delivered from the bondage of sin and death.  

· Because He is our scape-goat, our sins were taken away.

· And so, just as the Passover meal was meant as a remembrance of God’s deliverance… so communion today is meant as a remembrance of Jesus’ love toward us.

· Of course, it was at this Last Supper that Jesus announced that one of the disciples would betray Him.  Truth is, before the night was over, they had all betrayed Him.

After their meal, Jesus and His disciples walked back to Mt. Olivet as they had each night.  Except this night, Jesus walks about a little further to an olive grove called Gethsemene. 

· It was here that Jesus began to feel the weight of what was about to happen.

· He kneels down and prays, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me.  Yet not as I will, but as you will.”
· The weight was so heavy that His blood was literally squeezed out from within… sweating drops of blood.

The word, Gethsemene means “Olive Press”… it is a symbol of the weight He felt that night.

· Olives were the center of commerce back in Jesus’ day… its oil served to fuel lamps, was used medicinally, used to preserve food, and was an important part of their diet.

· Most people, if they were at all able, would try to grow at least one olive tree… but they would rarely have the means to buy an olive press… so they would exchange the use of a press for a few liters of oil.

· How it worked (See Slide) was the you put the olives into the press… and a millstone turns around over them, cracking the shells of the olives

· The olives are then placed into stacks of netted bags (Slide) and put onto the stone base of the olive press.

· Then, they put a large, heavy stone, whose weight squeezes the oil out of the olive.

You see, the olives (that source of life) symbolize Jesus… the weight of the olive press symbolizes you and me.

· We are the weight that squeezed the blood out of Him

· The weight that was laid on Jesus was the weight of the sins of all humankind…

· A weight so enormous that He asked God to take it away…

· But there was no other way… and so He chose to endure the press… to the point of death… so we could b/c His bride.

When Judas shows up with the Roman and Jewish leaders, the disciples want to fight.  But Jesus says, “Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?”  Jn 18:11 

· He was betrayed and handed over to the Romans and sentenced to death

· He was beaten, spit upon, flogged, disrobed, and had a crown of thorns pushed into His scalp.

· He could have called on the armies of heaven… but He didn’t

· The next day, nailed to a cross, Jesus hung between two common criminals, ridiculed by those He came to save.

We read in Matthew 27:45-46 that between noon and 3:00pm, darkness covered the land

· Jesus cries out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”

· That was the first time that perfect communion between Jesus and the Father was broken.

· It was broken because Jesus willingly took my sins and your sins on Himself… because of our sins, God turned His face away from Jesus.

· At 3:00pm, the very moment the priests in the temple were sacrificing the unblemished Lamb, Jesus looks up and says, “It is finished.”

· As the priests begin to blow the shofar, announcing the forgiveness of sins, Jesus, the perfect Lamb of God, dies.  His life pressed out from with Him.

Jesus came as the Lamb who would take away the sins of the world… He came as the scape-goat… though He did nothing to deserve it, He willingly took our sins on His own back and was taken outside the city to be slain.

· Jesus’ journey didn’t start in Capernaum or Jericho… it didn’t start in Bethlehem.  It started back in the Garden.

· And from that time, God has been at work to bring us back to that place of intimacy were always created to share.

· Jesus, our Passover lamb, destroyed that dividing wall of hostility between God and man… so that we can walk in intimacy again with Him the way Adam and Even had long ago.

Paul prays that we would grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ… and to know this love that surpasses knowledge.

· Jesus rode into Jerusalem as our Servant King… to be our Passover Lamb.

· Imagine… that just as the high priest were praying for the Messiah as they did each year on this day… God’s perfect sacrifice was riding past them on the back of a colt.

· If only they knew what would have brought them peace.

In the midst of our crazy lives, are we missing Him?  When He stops to look at me, does He ever weep… knowing how much more peace I could have if I would only turn to Him?

