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The Power of the Holy Spirit

July 6, 2002

Several weeks ago, Ed shared a message centered on the ministry of the Holy Spirit in our lives. And what he shared focused on what happens in the life of the believer when the Spirit comes in power.

· This morning, I’d like to continue in the theme… wanting to share with you more about the power of the Spirit… and what that looks like in our lives.

· Interestingly, when the subject of the Spirit’s power comes up, its not uncommon to see some bewildered looks!

· I mean, we have an idea what power looks like in other realms of our lives.

· We know about political power, for example.  After the last election, people said that this was George W. Bush’s government… that he had won certain power for the Republican party… power to approve budgets, enacts laws, choose justices that fall in line with their political views, as well as the power to send troops into battle.  Now that’s power!

You see, we also know what military power is.  I think it is without question, safe to say that we’ve got the greatest military power on earth.  

· Just look at the staggering technology we have… and that’s based on the information that we, as the general public, have.  Who knows what kind of powerful weaponry exists that we don’t know about!

· I’m amazed when I read about the drone planes… being piloted over the Middle East by navigators sitting in a control room in Florida!

· We know about economic power as well.  In spite of a recession and economic slowdown (highest unemployment in 9 years, etc) we still have the greatest economy in the world.  We know how our national economy has the power to determine the standard of living in our lives. 

· We know about nature’s power... unleashing tornados throughout much of the Midwest, hurricanes off the Florida coast, great fires in California over the past few summers… and mudslides over the last number of winters.

But, when it comes to understanding Spiritual Power, those familiar looks you get, talking about military, political, or economic power start getting a bit clouded.  Probably because it just seems so ethereal.  

· But the reality is that the Bible is full of examples, from beginning to end, of God’s power and the experience of His power in the lives of His people.

· In a few weeks, I’d like to speak on the Kingdom of God… where the rule and reign of God comes into this world in fierce opposition to the ruler of this world and that Jesus was the Anointed One set apart to destroy the ultimate power of this world, Satan, sin, death.

· And we’ll see that power manifested in the world through the opening of blind eyes, being delivered from the demonic, calming of the sea, the feeding of the multitude, and so on.  

· Especially through the NT do we see God’s Word filled with a sense of spiritual power… the reality that Someone has broken into our history with power over the rulers and things of this world.

In fact, it is God’s heart is to release His power for the sake of His people and His purposes in the world… and that power has changed countless lives, churches, and even nations.

· Luke 12:32-33, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.”

· In the past five years, through the God’s power, the number of Nigerian believers has grown exponentially to between 45-60% of its population!

· In the last ten years, the number of believers in the Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire) has grown from 1.4% Christian to over 95% Christian!

· So don’t think of God’s power as something that was huge in the past but not today.  Truth is, more people have come to Christ in the last 100 years than the rest of church history combined.  In fact, more people have come to Christ in the past decade than any other decade in history.  

· God’s power is at work today!!

· And yet, when we think about spiritual power, we struggle to define it or understand just what it is.

Even within the church, various positions regarding the Spirit’s power in the life of the believer have emerged.

· Some people say that this life changing power is simply for the past… given to substantiate the ministry of Jesus and the disciples as they purposed to lay the foundation for the church.

· Others go the opposite direction, saying that there is power today… but that it is for the spiritually elite… that there are levels of Christians… and those with certain gifts and personalities… can walk in a level of spiritual power that most others couldn’t attain.

· And then there’s a third position that says that the power of the Holy Spirit is available and necessary for the entire body of Christ.  That nobody is excluded… that all are welcome to experience His power in their lives… not simply through a single event… but over and over again through our lives as we seen in the Book of Acts.

· I believe so strongly that what the Bible teaches is this third position… that not only is the Spirit’s power available and necessary, but that it is available and necessary in the lives of all believers.

· What I’d like to do this morning then is to begin looking at the Spirit’s power beginning at the work of conversion.

PRAYER:

In Acts 2, after Peter and the other disciples were filled with the Spirit at Pentecost, debate and confusion arose as a result of the Spirit’s power released there in Jerusalem.

· It’s funny because even today, when the Spirit moves in power, there are always those who want to debate the authenticity of what they’re seeing.  That was certainly true concerning the Toronto Blessing, which Ed spoke about a few weeks ago.

· In fact, as the disciples were ministering in the Spirit’s power, they were so taken by His presence that they appeared to some as being drunk.

· In response, Peter says to them, in Acts 2:15, “These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel…”

· So, he basically says, “No… we’re not drunk… the bars aren’t even open yet… its only 9am!  What you’re seeing here is what Joel prophesied centuries ago…”

· Read Acts 2:17-19a.

Then Peter goes on to preach about just who Jesus is, closing in verse 33 saying, “Now He (Jesus) sits on the throne of highest honor in heaven, at God’s right hand.  And the Father, as He had promised, gave Him the Holy Spirit to pour out upon us, just as you see and hear today.”
· Then he says that God has made Jesus to be both Lord and Messiah (vs 36).

· Then the people shouted out to Peter saying, “What then should we do?”

· Peter replies… “each one of you must turn from your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
This passage says a lot about what it means to come into relationship with God… the true and living God… 

1. First, you need to repent (which basically means to turn from… to reverse course).  It means giving up your agenda and embrace Jesus’ agenda for you.

2. Secondly, you need to be baptized, which is an important sign of God’s love, mercy, and forgiveness.  The word baptidzo means to be immersed or submerged… and so, the practice of baptizing or immersing in water was started as a sacrament symbolizing that we’ve been made right in Jesus.  

a. Remember, that baptism is not a requirement for salvation… it is a sacrament, which means that it is an outward sign of the grace God has poured out in our lives inwardly.

3. And lastly, Peter says, that when you repent, becoming cleansed by Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit, the third person of the Triune God, as Ed began sharing a few weeks ago, is a gift of God… who comes in and lives in you… to make us like Jesus from the inside out.

· The same Spirit who showed up at Pentecost is the Spirit who resides in us as we repent and receive forgiveness of sins through Jesus.

· The same Spirit who came in power and dispenses with spiritual gifts resides in us… empowering us to live the kind of lives we were created to live… lives of intimacy and friendship with the Father…

· And to unite you with God’s purposes to bring His Kingdom reign throughout the earth.

· You see, that’s what salvation is.

Salvation comes to us as a package.  Look in Galatians 3… you’ll see what I mean.

· Read Gal. 3:2. “Let me ask you this one question:  Did you receive the Holy Spirit by keeping the law? Of course not, for the Holy Spirit came upon you only after you believed the message you heard about Christ.”
· So, Paul is saying that they didn’t received the Spirit because of their behavior… but because they believed the message about Jesus.

· Then, in verse 14 Paul concludes, “Through the work of Christ Jesus… we Christians receive the promised Holy Spirit through faith”.

· In other words, just as we saw in Acts 2, when we receive Christ, we are given the Holy Spirit.

· That’s why Paul writes in Romans 8:9 that, “if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.”

But the Power of the Spirit is more than this package deal that comes with salvation… this wonderful inaugural event making us His children.

· Rather, Paul also speaks of being “filled with the Holy Spirit”.  In fact, in Ephesians 5:18 Paul tells us that we need to keep on being filled with the Spirit.

· That, while salvation is a one-time event whereby we are given the Holy Spirit and baptized into the body of Christ (as Paul says in 1Cor 12:13), being filled with the Spirit it is not a one-time event.

· This is illustrated in Acts 4:23.  Here, Peter and John reported all that the religious leaders were saying to them… how they were being ordered not to speak about Jesus any longer.

So, they cried out to God, saying in verse 29-31, “And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give your servants great boldness in their preaching.  Send your healing power; may miraculous signs and wonders be done through the name of your holy servant, Jesus. After this prayer, the building where they were meeting shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.  And they preached God’s message with boldness.”

· Remember, this is only one day after Pentecost… where the Spirit had come in power.  The next day, feeling a tug of fear within them, they cried out to God, and He once again filled with the His Spirit.

· And so, we see the power of the Spirit in giving new life, transforming us, engifting us… and now we see the power of the Spirit continuing that work in our lives.

Folks, if you accept the fact that God’s power in available and necessary today… and if you accept the fact that this is for everyone… including you… not just for the elite… then there are only a few more issues to grapple with.

1.  Is the Power of the Spirit Biblical?  We’ve already touched on this.  His power released in our lives is Biblical… promised through the Old and New Testaments.

· If God’s Word has authority in your life.. than know that it speaks of the availability of God’s power and gifting in our lives… as well as God’s love and mercy.

· Look at Romans 5:5.  “For we know how dearly God loves us, because He has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with His love.”

· Ephesians 3:16 where Paul writes, “I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being.”

· Or Ephesians 5:18 where he tells us to let the Holy Spirit fill us and control us.  In fact, as you may know, the Greek tense Paul uses here emphasizes the need to be continually filled with the Spirit: "always be being filled with the Holy Spirit." 

· It is a conscious act of daily dependence upon the Spirit and a firm rejection to rely solely on your own ability.

2.  Secondly, we need to ask, “is the availability of God’s power in His church not only backed up in His Word but through church history?”

· In other words, does God’s Spirit work like this today?  We need to have a conviction about this.

· If you’re struggling with an issue… if you’re dealing with brokenness or deep need or hurt in your life, as we all are to some degree, than you need to know if God’s power is available to you in your life today.

· If you’re reaching out to someone who is broken and needy, you need to know that God’s power is available to you as you minister.

· If your heart is crying out saying, “there has to be more than what I’ve been experiencing, Lord”, then you need to know that God’s power is here for us today.

· You need to know if God’s power is greater than all of the stuff in your lives… that it is not only Biblical… but that it is available to you.

While our conviction about Spirit’s power in our lives needs to come from His Word… let me share with you several examples of the Spirit coming with power in people’s lives… and how these fillings of the Spirit empowered these people to do ministry in a whole new way:

· Throughout church history, there have been people wholly devoted to Jesus, who desired to, as Paul writes, “walk in step with the Spirit.”  

· But I’ll just share a few from the modern era.

John Wesley: Along with his brother Charles and George Whitefield, John Wesley was one of the greatest evangelists of the 18th century.  Not long after beginning his evangelistic ministry, he shares this experience he had with God’s power:  He writes…

· “The power of God came mightily upon us insomuch that many cried out for exceeding joy and many fell to the ground. As soon as we were recovered a little from that awe and amazement at the presence of His majesty, we broke out with one voice, 'We praise Thee, O God, we acknowledge Thee to be the Lord.'”

· Both Wesley’s and Whitefield received God’s power… and they were never the same.

Charles Finney was the Billy Graham of the 19th Century.  Perhaps one of the greatest revivalists of the modern era.  

· He wrote:  “the Holy Spirit descended upon me in a manner that seemed to go through me, body and soul. I could feel the impression, like a wave of electricity, going through and through me. Indeed it seemed to come in waves and waves of liquid love for I could not express it in any other way. It seemed like the very breath of God. I can recollect distinctly that it seemed to fan me, like immense wings."

· “No words can express the wonderful love that was shed abroad in my heart. I wept aloud with joy and love; and I do not know but I should say, I literally bellowed out the unutterable gushings of my heart. These waves came over me, and over me, and over me, one after the other, until I recollect I cried out, 'I shall die if these waves continue to pass over me.'” 

Dwight Moody was also one of the great evangelists of the 19th century, leading hundreds of thousands to Jesus around the country.  Before finding much success in his ministry, he had this encounter with God.

· “I was crying all the time that God would fill me with His Spirit. Well, one day, in the city of New York (on Wall Street) - oh, what a day! I cannot describe it. I seldom refer to it; it is almost too sacred an experience to name. I can only say that God revealed Himself to me, and I had such an experience of His love that I had to ask Him to stay His hand." 

· "I went to preaching again. The sermons were not different; I did not present any new truths, and yet hundreds were converted. I would not now be placed back where I was before that blessed experience if you should give me all the world - it would be as dust in the balance."
Some of you have shared your desire with me to experience God’s power more in your lives.  Moody shared how he was crying all the time that God would fill him with His Spirit.  

· Are you crying out to God?  

· Remember, whatever in the Kingdom of God you can do without, you’ll likely go without… if you can do without God’s power in your life, you’ll go without it.

· God will meet you are your level of expectation.

· Humbly ask God to daily fill you with His Spirit, and then thank Him for it. He will do it. And like Moody, all the world's allure and attraction will become as "dust in the balance." 

Lastly, let me just share an experience of a 20th century evangelist, Billy Graham.  A Christian leader, Steven Olford, was sharing his own testimony of how the Spirit had touched his own life, and  a young Billy Graham’s eyes filled with tears.

· “That’s what I want”, he said.  So they both went to their knees… and Billy Graham cried out to God.”  

· Billy Graham said that the Spirit flooded his heart… and that his life and ministry was completely turned around after that experience of being filled with the Spirit.
· We can rest assured that the Spirit moving in power in our lives and giving us the authority to walk in power is utterly Biblical.
· And we can rest assure that this power is available to all of us… not just the spiritually elect.
But then, there is one final question we need to ask.  And that is, “what do we do next?  How do we experience this for ourselves.”  There are three starting points I’d like to close with:

1. Believe the Word of God.  Jesus said to His disciples in Acts 1:8 that “you shall receive power when the Spirit comes upon you.”
· Just remember that this power isn’t to be carried around like a little treasure but it is a gift to be used to transform us and to bring His love to the nations.

· In this context, Luke is speaking of God’s power being released for the purpose of seeing the Gospel go out from Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the remotest parts of the world.

· Wherever the Spirit is, there is power available.  Not power to do what we want… but power to fulfill His purposes in and through us…. To pray for the sick and for the demonized.

Listen, the Bible says that when we give our hearts to the Lord, we receive the Holy Spirit.  The Bible also says that when the Spirit is upon you, you shall receive power!

· We need to stand on this promise through the times when the power just doesn’t seem to be there.

· Standing on His Word about the Spirit’s power means that you take Him at His Word even when your experience seems to be saying something different.

· Standing on His Word also means that you grow in heightened expectation of that power coming when it doesn’t seem to be there

· Again, God meets us at our level of expectation.

2. We need to be in prayer.   Our response to the risen/reigning Lord is prayer.  In Acts 1:14, we see the disciples and others close to Jesus gathered together for prayer.  

· Can you imagine being at this prayer meeting?  Can you imagine all the emotion coming from these men… dealing with all their sorrow for their unbelief… for failing Him and running away?

· Luke says, “They all met together continually for prayer, along with Mary the mother of Jesus, several other women, and the brothers of Jesus.”

· An important part of our prayers must be repentance.  Remember, after Peter preached his Pentecost sermon, the people asked him, “what should we do?”  He told them to turn from their sins and turn to God.

· Sin has a way of getting in the way of what God would love to do in and thru us.

3. We need to desire the filling of the Holy Spirit.  This can be tough for us… because we have a need to be in control.  

· When the Spirit comes on us and fills us, we wonder if we will loose control… and so we allow fear to keep us from all that God has for us.

· Just remember that you can loose control without going out of control… because you’re coming under the control of a loving, powerful, Father… who has sacrificed everything for you!

It is easy to get caught into such a fast-paced lifestyle where you just feel there is no time for God… that you don’t need Him… that you’ve got it all together.  After church on Sunday, its pretty much… ‘I’ll see you next Sunday, God.’”

· But as we humble ourselves and ask the Father to fill us again with His Spirit, He will come… to transform and empower.

· God’s heart for us once we’ve experienced the Spirit’s power at conversion is to renew and revive us.

· And that is manifested in our lives as we call out to Him for more and more.  “Lord, I want more of You.”  “Refresh me, renew me, empower me, release Your gifts afresh in me…” 

God wants to release His power in our lives through the Holy Spirit.  He wants to unleash power to break addictions, power to form disciplines that will help you grow in your relationship to Him, power to pray for the sick and see them healed.

· God wants to release power in His church so that we can be effective as He calls us to participate in what He’s doing in reaching the world around us with His love.

· He wants to release, through the Spirit, a renewed love for Jesus, a deeper passion for His Word, more joy… more peace.

· Paul writes in Romans that the Kingdom of God is about righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.  He wants to pour out those things in our lives!

· Do you believe it?  Do you believe it for yourself?

· In Luke 12:32-33, Jesus says, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.”
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This heart of this message was inspired by a sermon given by Don Williams at the Columbus Vineyard, 11/16/02.

