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The Missional Heart of God

Classic Vineyard Part II

5/12/02

Last week we spoke about what I believe are the critical ingredients that define what it means to be “Classic Vineyard.”   I focused on three things, Worship, Word, and Works.  

· This week, I want to continue this series on Classic Vineyard by speaking on The Missional Heart of God.  

· This is so crucial, b/c the only way to understand what the mission of our church is, is to understand what is on heart of God... to understand what His mission is.

· To do that, I want to start right from the beginning.  So, go ahead and open to Genesis chapter 1. 

In Genesis chapters one and two, we see creation told from two perspectives.  The first takes you from 1:1 through 2:4a where we see all the attention given to a powerful, creative, sovereign God, Elohim… who stands distinct from His creation as One without rival.
· Elohim, mentioned 35 times, is seen here creating all those things, which had been the object of people’s worship… the sun and moon.

· When you look at the creation story in chapter 1 you read, “And He made the stars also!”  

· People have spent their lives studying single stars, teams have spent years studying a single supernova… book upon book written to try to explain just a little about them.

· But to God… “He made the stars also” like He’s making a pizza, throwing some pepperoni here and some sausage there.

· Yet the culmination of His creation wasn’t the stars… but you and me.  After each day of creation, God looked at what He had done and said, “it is good”.  Having created Adam and Eve in His own image, He said, “it is very good.”

Then, starting in verse 2:4b, the creation story is retold.  Notice in 1:1 it says “Heaven and Earth”.  The attention was on Elohim’s activity in heaven.  

· Now, in 2:4b, it reads “Earth and Heaven”.  The attention is now going to be shifted from God’s activity in Heaven to God’s creation on Earth.

· The image isn’t of Elohim creating through a mere thought (bara’) but now we see Adonai, who far more intimately fashions us (yatsar) with His hands… who breathes life into His creation… fearfully and wonderfully made.

· The attention is now on this first couple who can now be seen walking hand in hand with Elohim-Adonai, their transcendent, powerful yet near & intimate God.

· We understand not only the majesty, power, and sovereignty of God, but also the heart of God who placed us amidst a beautiful garden to walk in friendship and intimacy and worship.

You’ve probably heard me speak about the “Garden” from time to time… mostly b/c it is such a perfect picture of why God created us.  

· No tears or sickness, no pain or suffering, you could open the phone book and there would be no psychiatrists, no drug stores… no 911 on the telephone.

· It wasn’t to find missionaries… there were no need for missionaries… He wasn’t looking for drones to carry out His will… He created us for intimacy, friendship, and worship.

· If somehow we could stop after 1& 2 life would be great.  

· Just intimacy and friendship with God!  For those of you who have been around the church a bit, you may remember an old chorus, “and He walks with me and talks with me and tells me I am His own.”  Where do they get this?  Gen 1&2.  

· Adonai completely enjoyed Adam and Eve.

· But, unfortunately, the story didn’t end there. 

In chapter 3, something terrible happens.  Adam and Eve are seduced by an evil outside of man and through this fall, their fellowship and intimacy with God was broken.  

· then, in chapter four, we see an evil from within causing him to hurt not only himself but also his fellow man.

· I don’t believe we could ever grasp this side of heaven just how much we lost at the fall.  

· In a moment, that perfect fellowship was gone.  In a moment, shame, guilt, jealousy, fear, and pain were all born.  

The evil perpetrated against one another leads to complete lawlessness and brokenness, which take us through the great flood (Gen 6) to the Tower of Babel in Gen 11:5-9 (NLB).

· At the Tower of Babel, humanity, speaking one language, builds a temple to worship themselves rather than God.

· making themselves the object of their own worship, they fell into the same sin which Satan had fallen into, wanting to be like God.  

· “There is nothing they can not do”. 11:6 

· In looking at this one people, God chose to separate them into smaller families (or clans), giving each its own language.  

· Then, He scattered these peoples “over the face of the earth.”

Why did He do this?  Go back with me to Gen 3:15 (NASB).

· Here, God proclaims His intent to redeem humankind back to Himself.  1 John 5:19 says that the “whole world lies in the power of the evil one.” 

· Well, God wasn’t about the leave us helpless… He would not abandon humanity.

· Instead, he would put enmity and strife b/t us and Satan, culminating in a day where Satan would be destroyed.

· Where the “seed of the woman”, who is Jesus, would one day come and deal that death blow to Satan and his counterfeit kingdom.

If in Gen 3:15 God proclaimed His intent to redeem us back to Himself, then Gen 12:1-3 articulated His game plan, setting to stage for what would continue throughout the rest of Scripture and history.

· And what was that?  At the Tower of Babel, God separated humankind into families.  Then God would choose for Himself a people from all the peoples of the world thru who all the others would be blessed.

· Look at Gen 12:1-3, “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you;  I will make your name great so that you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”

· “I will bless you”, “I will make your name great”, SO THAT you may be a blessing!!
· God isn’t blessing Abraham at the exclusion of the other peoples of the world, but for the sake of all the peoples of the world… “so that in you all the families of the earth might be blessed.”
· God restated this “Abrahamic Covenant” four other times in Genesis alone... and this theme is restated throughout Scripture.
God’s heart for the Jewish people should have been so clear.  

· Through Isaiah 49:6, the Lord said, “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob… I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.”

· Ps 67:1-2 says, “May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us, that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations.”

You see, God’s heart, His pursuit to bring fallen humanity back to the Garden… back into the intimacy for which He created us, is the one central theme of His Word.

· Scripture isn’t a collection of unrelated stories and books.  From Gen 1 through Rev 22 there is one unfolding drama at work, His passion to restore what was lost in the Garden… the intimacy, friendship, and worship for which He created us.

· We can see this Father Heart of God from the beginning.  Look at Gen 3:8-9:
And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  Then the Lord God (Elohim Adonai) called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”

· Even after what they did, what do we see?  We see God continuing to pursue His children.

· We see the depth of the Father heart of God revealed.  And this pursuit of humankind by our loving God has been going on ever since.

Look with me in Revelation 21 & 22, the last two chapters in the Bible.  Let’s start in 21:1-4, a picture of our future, as believers, in heaven.

· It starts with a new “heaven and earth”.  You see, the picture being painted here of heaven isn’t like the old heaven and earth that had become corrupted.

· “He shall dwell among them and they shall be His people… and God Himself shall be among them”

· “He will wipe away every tear.”  No more tears!  “And there will no longer be any death.”  No more death!  “There shall no longer be any mourning or crying.”  No more tears, no more pain, no more fear, no more shame!

· You see… everything God is bringing to is what we once had with Him in the Garden.

Look at Revelations 22:1-5

· Tree of life… with bountiful fruit!

· “And there shall no longer be any curse”  

· The curse that came from the fall is lifted and we will be able to walk with Him, and Talk with Him, and truly know that He is ours and we are His.

· And we will see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads… meaning that our identity will be in Him… as it was in the Garden.

· “We will see His face” is the greatest single blessing we could ever know.  

· His light will illuminate us… there will be no shadows.

All the Scripture is the unfolding of that single drama of God’s pursuit to bring us back into the Garden.  Yet Israel only understood the first part of the covenant, “I will bless you.”  

· they didn’t understand that they were to be a blessing to the nations.  They could not accept God’s heart to know the Gentiles peoples of the world.

· Yet, one way or another, the promise God made in Habakkuk 2:14 would be fulfilled, that one day, “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”

Into this scene, two thousand years ago, is born a baby boy in the town of Bethlehem.  When his mother and father later took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord in the temple, a godly man named Simeon had seen them.  

· He took Jesus into his arms and praised God saying, “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace.  For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”
· Notice that Simeon simply quotes Isaiah 49:6, the verse we read earlier.

· Its important to understand that if God’s purposes are unchanging, then we should be able to see a clear continuity between God’s desire to redeem humankind through the OT into the NT.

· That continuity is provided in just the first few verses of Matthew, “A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham.”  Here Jesus is being introduced as that unique descendent of Abraham and David through whom all the nations would be blessed.

· Where the kingly character of David’s son, Solomon, as well as the sacrificial character of Abraham’s son, Isaac, are encapsulated in Christ.

Nothing could express God’s heart for all peoples more than Calvary.  “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believers in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

· even prior to Calvary, when Jesus rode into Jerusalem, he did so in fulfillment of Zachariah’s prophesy in 9:9-10, “Rejoice greatly… See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a colt… He will proclaim peace to the nations.  His rule will extend from sea to sea… to the ends of the earth.”
· Through Calvary, we see not only our God pursuing us, but this incredible sacrifice, we see a kind of love no human could ever hope to understand.

· Again, from Gen 3:15, we see all of Scripture and all of history as one unfolding drama to restore His creation back to Himself.

In your bulletin you’ll see that I’ve called this sermon, “The Missional Heart of God.”  God has a mission… to bring us back to Himself.  

· in the same way the God pursued you, He is pursuing each and every person in this world.  

· I started out saying that the only way to understand what the mission of the church is, is to understand what His mission is.

· Well, through all this, we learn not only that our God is compassionate and powerful, sovereign and intimate, but we see just how passionately He embraces His mission to bring us back into the Garden.

Our calling is the same calling He put on Abraham 4000 years ago, nothing has changed.  “I will bless you… to be a blessing.”

· He wants you and me to live in the fullness of our blessings in Christ.  He loves to bless us, to lavish on us His love and acceptance and freedom.

· But as long as there are empty seats at the banqueting table in heaven, He also calls us to share that blessing… the blessing of who He is, what He has done, and what He so passionately desires.

· God is a Missional God.  How can we be any less than a Missional people?

· How can we commit to any less than those things that our Father is so passionate about?

