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The Church as God’s Missional People

Classic Vineyard Part 3

May 19, 2002

Last week we looked at the Missional Heart of the Father… and we saw that God’s passion, from Genesis 1 through Revelations 22, is to bring humanity back into the kind of loving, intimate relationship that we see depicted in the Garden of Eden.

· The implication of this for us as a church committed to doing what the Father is doing is clear.

· You see, if our Father is a Missional God, then clearly we are His Missional people, passionate about the things that beat on His heart.

· So what I want to do this morning then, as we continue our series on Classic Vineyard, is to look at our mandate as a church to be God’s Missional people, committed to continuing the ministry of Jesus.

Shodi goes back to his village to proclaim the gospel.  He knew the risks… but he was willing to go thru whatever was necessary.

· this was an old village… hundreds of years old.  The leaders were typically older men, so for someone as young as Dilovar to be speaking about such important matters was difficult to take.

· He would work really hard… and would spend most of his money on flour, which he would give away to the people in his village.

· He shared the gospel with a number of people, and together, we prayed for the sick and the demonized.

· Who was Shodi to be doing things like this?  And they rejected him… even though he had given so much.

A similar thing happened to Jesus… Joseph, the carpenter’son… someone most everyone knew.  One day, he stood up in the synagogue in Nazareth and recited these verses from the prophet Isaiah:

18"The Spirit of the Lord is on me,

because he has anointed me

to preach good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners

and recovery of sight for the blind,

to release the oppressed,

19to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
Jesus put the scroll in its place and sat back down.  And then, with everyone glued to Him, Jesus said, “Today, this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing”.

· Nothing Jesus said could have been more powerful and controversial than those words.

· But those words do perfect job in expressing the mission of Jesus…

· He came to proclaim the good news that the rule and reign of God had come into this world in fierce opposition to the ruler of this world and that He was the Anointed One set apart to destroy the ultimate power of this world, sin and death.
· And He came to demonstrate the good news by giving sight to the blind and releasing the oppressed.  Where Jesus would come and, as 1 John 3:8 says, “destroy the works of the evil one.”
So Jesus both proclaimed the Kingdom and He demonstrated the reality of the Kingdom of God by healing the sick, casting out demons, and raising the dead.

· We typically call these things “signs and wonders” but what are they signs of?  They are signs of the KoG breaking into our world.

· Whenever Jesus healed the sick or delivered the oppressed, He was testifying to the fact that the Kingdom of God was striking back at the Kingdom of this world… intent on taking back what was taken from Him…

· And what is that?  You and me.  

· This is all part of God’s plan, which He proclaimed in Gen 3:15 and set in motion in Genesis 12:1-3 when He said to Abraham, “I will bless you, that you would be a blessing to all the peoples of the world.”

Matthew writes in 4:23-24, “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed them.” 

Each and everyone of these miracles is a foreshadowing and promise of what the fullness of the Kingdom of God will bring when Jesus comes back to finish the job, forever destroying Satan, sin, and death.

In other words… the miracles Jesus performed were simply “signs” of what we would experience when the fullness of the Kingdom is established.  So…

· casting out demons signals God’s invasion of the realm of Satan, and Satan’s final destruction.

· Healing bears witness to the end of all suffering

· Miraculous provisions of food tell us about the end of all human need

· Jesus’ restoration of the broken speaks of the fact that one day there will be no more tears, no more pain, no more fear, and no more shame.

· And raising the dead announces that death will be forever done away with for those who believe.

· Bottom-line, these miracles show us what the Kingdom of God is like… it reveals glimpses of God’s love, peace, and joy.

Most people can understand how Jesus was able to preach and demonstrate the KoG.  But what about the disciples?

· for 3 years Jesus taught the disciples how to minister from hearts of compassion and mercy… He taught them how to hear the Father, how to grow in dependence on the Holy Spirit, how to be obedient to God’s leading, and to believe that God performs miracles thru each and every one of them.

· This was important!  Remember how John got upset when, walking thru a village, he saw people (who had obviously been following Jesus around), praying for people in Jesus’ name… and seeing miracles take place.  He wanted exclusive claim to the miracles!  

· And now it was time for them to do it.  In John 20:21-23, Jesus says to his disciples, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”

· In the same way the Father has sent Me, with the same authority given me, with the same power, so I send you to proclaim and demonstrate the Kingdom of God.

· But, they couldn’t do it in their own strength.  So, in the next verse, Jesus turns to them and, according to John, breathes on them so they are filled with the Holy Spirit.

And then, empowered by the Holy Spirit, they went out not only teaching what Jesus taught but doing what Jesus did…  healing the sick, setting the captives free.

· interesting that Luke says that the purpose of his Gospel had been to write about all that Jesus did and taught (Acts 1:1).

· Now, in the Book of Acts, which Luke also wrote, he continues the story of Jesus’ works and teaching, only now they are being done by the disciples.

· The implication here is clear.  That the continuation of Jesus’ ministry thru the disciples was the continuation of Jesus’ own ministry on earth… to bring people back to the Father.

· Acts 5:12-14 says, “The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people… and more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number.”

· But it wasn’t just the 12 apostles involved in doing what Jesus was doing and teaching what He was teaching.

· In Luke 10, we read about how Jesus sent out 70 of this many followers and sent them two by two ahead of Him… and when they returned, they were full of joy b/c through them so many were set free.

· I’m convinced that the reason Jesus sent out 70 was to demonstrate his heart to reach the 70 nations listed in Genesis 10.  It was a powerful statement showing His objective of reaching all the peoples of the world, not just the Jews.

So miraculous signs and wonders didn’t stop with Jesus… and they certainly didn’t stop with the disciples… but they continued on into the second generation of the church… 

· to people like Stephen, Ananias, and Philip… none of them apostles, yet they proclaimed and demonstrated the Kingdom (Acts 7-9).

· Notice that the Spirit led Philip to minister to an Ethiopian Eunich, a very important person who reported directly to the Queen.  

· He baptized that man who likely led many in Ethiopia to Christ (Acts 8).

· We later see people such as Barnabas, Silas, and Timothy continuing, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to embrace both the Words and Works of Jesus.

· When Paul told the Corinthian church “Be an imitator of me as I am of Jesus”, he was not just referring to belief but also to practice.

· Jesus prays for the sick, I pray for the sick, now you pray for the sick.

· This torch continued to be passed down to a new generation of men and women… 

· such as Justin Martyr who wrote around 153 about large numbers of believers healing the sick and casting out demons.

· Or Irenaeus who wrote around 170 about how believers were operating in the prophetic and healing the sick.  He even mentions cases where the dead have been raised.

The ministry of Jesus continued beyond Jesus and beyond his disciples to you and me.  Why? 

· Because where God’s presence is, signs and wonders will follow.  Not just to make us a hopping church. 

· Signs and wonders are released in order to see the lost come to Christ.  To see the captives set free.

· They are part of the blessing God spoke of in the Covenant He made with Abraham, that “I will bless you that you would be a blessing to all peoples.”

· He gives to us and we give it away

We see this throughout Scripture… even in the Isaiah passage Jesus read in the synagogue in Nazareth.  

· How is it that He is able to proclaim freedom for the prisoners?  How is it that the blind can receive their sight again?  How is that the oppressed can be released?

· Jesus answers, because “the Spirit of the Lord is on me”

· That same Spirit is here to empower us!  

· We’re the people, you and me, through whom Jesus desires to continue His ministry. 

We are called as a church and as a community of the Kingdom, to proclaim the Good News that God has come for us and wants to bring us back to the Garden, back into intimate fellowship with Him.

· But in a world like ours today where the average person denies any absolute truth… where the truth is in the seeing… the demonstration must come with the proclamation. 

· Especially in an area like ours, practice is as important as belief because it will be our actions, not our words that will make the most profound difference.

· Bottom-line is this… our calling as disciples of Jesus, is to bear his message and continue His ministry… nothing less will do.

· You know there are people who say that signs are not for today… that they were given for a short time to validate Jesus’ and the Apostle’s ministry to the pagan world.

· But is our world any less pagan than theirs?

· In this age, called by some as a “pre-Christian” age, signs and wonders are more important than ever.

· Many churches wait around for God to release signs and wonders in their weekly services.  And He wants to do that.  BUT, we need to understand that this blessing is something we need to give away as well.  It’s something we’re given to equip us to carry out the Father’s mission of bringing all peoples back to Himself… back to the Garden.

Keep in mind, one of the most profound purposes of signs and wonders is to show the world around us what the KoG is like… ultimately, to expose God’s incredible love toward us.

· In giving sight to the blind, Jesus is showing the world the depth of the Father’s love and compassion.

· In preaching good news to the poor and releasing the oppressed, Jesus is telling them that the Father hasn’t forgotten them.

· In every expression of Jesus’ compassion, we get a more profound glimpse into the heart of the Father.

· You see, we can never forget that signs and wonders are expressions of God’s compassion and mercy.  

· They flow from his concern for the poor, downtrodden, and oppressed.  

· Signs and Wonders, therefore go hand in hand with ministering to the poor and oppressed, standing with those who have been beaten down, segregated, and harassed.

* When we embrace and reach out to the AIDS victim, then we are demonstrating the Gospel.  * When we embrace the homeless and aging, then we demonstrating the Kingdom.

* When we take a stand against racism, we’re demonstrating God’s heart for all peoples

* When we share His love with the lost and plant churches in our region and around the  

   world, then we’re demonstrating God’s passion to see all people brought back to the  

   Garden.

Let me ask you something.  What do you think we will look like as a church when we are truly demonstrating and proclaiming of Good News of the Kingdom in Morris County?

· Let me start by telling you how I’ve seen the Words and Works of Jesus change one place.

· Rokhat… deep in the mountains of Tajikistan… gorgeous!

· Got there and taken around to the sick.

· Town drunk (devona).  Delivered & b/c teacher in 1 mos.

· Village leader, a doctor, healed of brain cancer.

· Incoherent woman speaks after 2 years.

· Burns on hand of young girl healed.

· RESULT:  Mullah starts teaching from Bible… five others b/c believers.

Any church that embraces both the Word and the Works of Jesus will be a church 

· that is utterly in love with Jesus, passionate about being in His presence. 

· And it will be a church that sees its ministry as not just what happens in church on Sundays but out there each and every day.

· God loves to release signs & wonders in church… but He really loves to do it out there… like at the “Explore Motown” event, like at work or school or with other moms.

As a church committed to continuing the ministry of Jesus, we will be a church that prays for the sick. (people will be healed… God’s promise) 

· I was encouraging a younger believer to pray for the sick… the next morning he felt as though he should pray for an older man who was walking with crutches b/c of pain in his foot and leg.  In a moment, the pain was gone and he was able to walk.

· I was so proud of Phil Conte… he was telling me how he asked a coworker, who really knew nothing about God, if he could pray for his sickness.  That couldn’t have been easy… but he took the risk.

· Bill Truran recently visited a friend in the hospital and took the risk to pray for her.

We’ll be church where revelatory gifts such as prophesy and words of knowledge are released.

· we need to take God at His word when He said in Acts 2:17 that “sons and daughters will prophesy, that young men will shall see visions and old men will dream dreams.”

· And it will be through these prophetic gifts that many people will find Christ.

· Guy at Rick Warren’s church, Saddleback.  He asks Jesus to give him a picture of someone whom God would have him share the gospel with.  He has led over 100 people to the Lord.

We’ll be a church that prays for those whom Satan has bound us and broken… and is His authority set them free.  Paul says in Galatians 5:1, “It was for freedom that Christ set us free”.

· God wants us to walk in freedom… so we can experience the life He created us to have in Him… intimacy, love, joy….

· “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” 2 Cor 3:17
I believe God wants to us to be a church that feels compassion for the poor and outcast and who responds to that compassion.

· Chris and Anrinet, already reaching out to the Hispanic community.

Bottom-line, I believe God wants us to be a church that lives in both realms of the Abrahamic Covenant… that we live in all of our blessings and riches in Christ.  And, that we would purpose to be a blessing to the peoples of the world.

· and so, we purpose to plant churches in this region.

· To begin to partner with Filipe in Bolivia.

· To plant church in Tajikistan

When will we look like this?  Quite honestly, when I look at you, I realize we are already starting to look this way.  

· and we’ll continue to look more and more like this as long as we continue to make Jesus our ultimate passion, the center of all we are and do.

· And as we worship, and as we hunger for more of Him, and as we cry out for the Kingdom to break out over Morris County, we will find that we really are continuing the ministry of Jesus.

* Perhaps you believe this stuff, but you’ve lost faith that God can work these things thru you.

* Perhaps you’ve gotten to the place where you are no longer taking risks.

