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Pressing On When We’re Stuck

April 13, 2002

In the book of Philippians, we read about Paul “pressing on” in His relationship with God.  Pressing on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ! 

· Yet, for so many of us, the word “stuck” would do a much better job describing where we are in our relationship with God… where all that is left inside is just a lot of frustration over the fact that you’re nowhere near where you’d like to be or where you think you should be in Christ.

· At the very least, we all fall into times of spiritual apathy where our hearts become dull and lethargic.  

· And when we experience seasons such as these while also falling back into old sins, that frustration can often lead to self-condemnation, thinking of yourself as a hopeless hypocrite 

· Or we can find ourselves just getting mad at God… wondering where He is when you need Him the most.

· So how do you get from feeling “stuck” to a place of “pressing on".  

· This isn’t the easiest question to answer… but I’ve found that there we can’t begin to find that peace and joy in our lives until we begin to truly grasp both the reality of who God is… and the reality of His deep love for us.  

In Colossians 3:10, Paul exhorts us to "put on the new self who is renewed in the knowledge of the image of its Creator."  

· NLT: “Clothe yourselves (put on) with your brand new nature that is continually being renewed as you learn more and more about Christ.”

· The context here is of Paul encouraging the Colossians how they can live a richer life in Christ.

· With all Paul understood of the Christian life, he knew that nothing can come close to encouraging the heart as can the wonderful knowledge of the personality of God.  

· You see, knowing who God is and what He is like is perhaps the most fundamental key to personal renewal.

The more we understand who God is, both in our hearts and minds, the more we will be able to walk in intimacy with the Father.  

· And it is b/c of this that Paul, in Ephesians 3:18-19, prays that the Ephesian church would “grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know and experience this love that surpasses knowledge-- that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”  

· Paul knew that for them to walk in all the fullness of God, they first needed to truly grasp the depth of His love toward them.  

As a father, there is no more profound truth that I try to pass down to Rebecca and Sarah than the simple reality that that God loves them… that they are the objects of God's affection.  

· I tell them that there is nothing we can do to make God love us more and there is nothing we can do to make God love us less… 

· So, even when we find ourselves struggling… with apathy, whatever, we can at least know that God’s love won’t quit on us.

One day a dad walked into the family room of his house and found his little girl standing up in her playpen, crying.

· She looked so sad, standing there in her little Cinderella pajamas... Her face red and tear-stained from crying. 

· When she saw her daddy, her face lit up in a way that melted her father’s heart. She immediately reached up her cute little hands, crying, “Out daddy, out!”

· What father could resist such a plea? Not that one! He walked over to the playpen and reached down to lift his little girl out of captivity and distress.

Just then, however, Law and Order stepped into the room (good thing for it).

· The little girl’s mother walked out of the kitchen with a dishtowel in her hand and spoke sternly. “No, honey! You are being punished. You have to stay in bed!” Leave him right there, Dad.”

· What would the dad do now? His girl’s tears and reaching little hands tugged at his jello-like heart… but he didn’t want to interfere his wife’s discipline either.

· He certainly couldn’t stay in the same room, reading his newspaper, ignoring her cries. Nor could he turn around and walk out the door without feeling like a betrayer to his little baby. What could he do? Love found a way.

· Since dad couldn’t take his girl out of the playpen, he just climbed in there with her.

· Finding a big, jolly dad suddenly filling her little prison cell, the cute little girl found comfort even in her captivity.”

Even when we’re struggling with something, even if we’ve done something wrong, God continues to pour out His love… if we would only receive it.

· But in order to receive it, we need to understand that it is really there.  

· In other words, before we can know Him more intimately, we need to first know something about Him… that is, His love toward us.

· At least in my life, this has been the key.  As I’ve walked with the Lord over these past fifteen years, the most important ingredient has been, not even the degree to which I’ve loved Him, but the degree to which I’ve understood His love toward me.

· I feel most satisfied, most energized as a child of God to the degree that I am taking hold of the reality of Song of Solomon 7:10, "I am my beloved's and His desire is toward me."  

· This truth causes me to marvel even more in God… and always has the secondary effect of making sin seem so much more foolish. 

We just need to remember that God's love for us does not depend on our ability to believe it or feel it.  

· Mike Bickel wrote “Our greatest obstacle to enjoying God's love is our mistaken belief that we have to be a delight to ourselves before we can be a delight to God.  

· That we need to feel good about ourselves before we could ever accept that God feels good about us.

· The problem is that we know ourselves too well… we look at our faults and failures and say, "If I were God, I wouldn't love me".  

· But God does not see us as we see ourselves.  He sees us through the finished work of the Cross… and His unquenchable love. 

When we worship, we tend to think that God is looking for the perfect worshipper.   But you know what, He’ll take our imperfect worship and receive/enjoy it as long as it’s authentic.  

· He’s not looking for perfect prayers… He hears every word that comes from a sincere heart.

· So much of what God is looking for is what you would look for in a friendship… honesty, authenticity, and sincerity.  You don’t need perfect friends… if you do, let me you’re probably lonely!

· Most of us believe that when we get to heaven, God will enjoy us there.  Many believe God will enjoy them after they have experienced some real spiritual transformation. 

· BUT, are you able to accept that God loves even now in your weakness?

· Mike Bickle said, “Knowing God enjoys me in my weakness leads me to my spiritual maturity.”

· I totally agree.  You see, some may feel concerned that my saying this could lead some into spiritual apathy, but the opposite is true.  I believe it is one of the principle keys to growing in the Lord.

Now, understand that God’s love and even enjoyment of us in our weakness is not the same as His approval of the sin in our lives.

· God hates sin… and we know why.  Because it not only gets in the way of our walking in intimacy with Him.

· In Hebrews we learn that God disciplines us b/c of our sin… BUT He disciplines B/C He loves us… NOT to make us more lovable again.

· Because of Jesus’ work on the Cross, and b/c of who the Father is, we are loved!

We need to find freedom from our striving to attain a certain spiritual level to convince God to love and enjoy us.  

· He does love and enjoy us… even as we struggle to mature and grow in Him.  And even though we know this, we continue to feel like hypocrites. 

· Yet this very accusation against your own sincerity in God can have the effect of shuting down your heart, making it so much more difficult to receive His love and to walk in intimacy with Him.  

· You get frustrated and don’t know how to get out of the place you’re in so you continue condemn yourself or blame God.
· The only way to end this cycle is to take hold of the incredible truth that we, as individuals, are being pursued by a God who deeply desires us, even in our weaknesses. 

· The world is desperate for this simple truth… that they are so deeply loved by God.  

Ann Landers was asked by someone what she had learned herself after having responded to so many thousands of letters over the years.  She said:

“I have learned plenty, including, most meaningfully, what Leo Rosten had I mind when he said, ‘Each of us is a little lonely, deep inside, and cries to be understood.’  I have learned how it is with stumbling, tortured people in this world who have nobody to talk to.  The fact the column has been a success underscores for meat least, the central tragedy of our society, the disconnectedness, the insecurity, the fear that cripples and paralyzes so many of us.  I have learned that financial success, academic achievement, and social or political status open no doors to peace of mind or inner security.  We are all wanderers, like sheep, on this planet.” Sat. Review.

· After all her years, she learned how lost we can be… like sheep.

· And yet, all in all these years she never found the simple truth that we are speaking about here… that God loves us and that, in Christ, we can have intimacy and peace.

· Maybe the reason this truth doesn’t impact the world around us is b/c we, as His church, don’t live in this truth enough.

But to live in it… to walk in intimacy with the Lord, we need to be able to take hold of those words I shared earlier from the Song of Solomon 7:10, “I am my beloved’s and His desire is toward me”.  

· The NLT simply translates it, “I am my lover’s, the one He desires.”

· We need to walk experientially in the knowledge that not only does God loves us (I am my beloved’s) but we that His desire, His affection is toward me.

· Firdous understood God’s love for Him… he never doubted it once through the two weeks he suffered in that prison cell.

· His understanding of how much he meant to God kept Him grounded!
Paul writes in Ephesians 1:18, “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know… what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.” 

· Do you see what Paul is praying for here?

· That the eyes of their hearts would be opened so that they would know and understand the degree to which God has become rich because of them.  

· God looks upon us as the source of His great wealth!  We are His inheritance! 

· How then could we possibly call ourselves dead weight when God calls us His glorious inheritance?!!   

· We know that in Malachi God calls us His “treasured possession”!  Or, as the King James translates it, His “precious jewels”.  

· We need to make this our prayer as we set our hearts to walk in greater intimacy… “open the eyes of our hearts Lord so that my heart can see what You see”  Because we can’t do it ourselves.  

Paul also prays in 2 Thess 3:5, “May the Lord (Adonai) direct your hearts into God’s (Elohim) love.”  

· Only God can lead us into God’s love.  Yet we create obstacles.  

· When we start believing the lies about how God couldn’t possibly love you or that you couldn’t possibly love Him in your weaknesses.

· Or when we start to simply blame God for the place we’re in… thinking, “hey… I did all you said and I’m still in the same place I was in two years ago!”

· All I will say is that in spite of that, the truth remains the same.  God loves you… if you want proof, read the Book.

Know that God deeply desires the kind of simple, sweet friendship you may have shared when you first came to Christ.

· With that pure devotion to Him… that simply desire to be with Him.  Why do we loose that when we get older in Him?

· Look at kids… put any two kids together in a playground and they b/c friends.  We were like that too.  But we’ve changed.

When I became a Christian, I was so excited… I shared with most everyone in my dorm and my fraternity.  In a sad way, I kind of saw myself as God’s gift to God… that when I became a Christian, He got the deal of the century!  

· Eventually, I tended to see this as being arrogant. 

· Yet there was something sweet about feeling so like that.  

· Maybe part of loosing one’s first love has something to do with loosing the excitement of what we mean to Him!  

We need to remember who we are… we are His inheritance.  We are what His heart pulsates for.  When you come to understand that God loves you, and that His desire is toward you (in spite of your weaknesses), you will find renewal.  

· Don't be shy… get into a quiet place and shout it out… 

· "I am the one He loves, I am the one He died for, I am the one He longs for, I am the one He waits for as His inheritance!"  

· Diana Hoffman did this!!

· Embrace the words of Zephaniah 3:17, "The Lord my God is with me… He takes great delight in me, He will renew me in His love, He will rejoice over me with singing."

So, if right now you feel unable to receive the Father’s love… or just can’t accept the fact that the Father sees and takes pleasure in your love for Him, then what should you do?

First:  Do a little inventory of your life… and if there are any unconfessed sins, just confess them to the Father and receive the forgiveness purchased for you on the Cross of Calvary.  

· And, once you receive His forgiveness, move on!  I used to do what I call, “evangelical penance” whereby, after I sinned, I would hit myself over the head with my Bible a bit, and then promise God that the next day I would have an extra long quiet time.  

· God wants us to remain in His love.   

Second:  Worship the Lord in a quiet place.  Don’t feel like a hypocrite just b/c you might feel empty or somewhat detached from the worship at first.  

· Nevertheless, He will come, and as Scripture says, inhabit your praise.  

Third:
Renew yourself, as Paul writes in Colossians 3:10, in the knowledge of who God is… regardless of whether or not you feel it.  Bask in it, revel in it… that you are His delight!  

· Don’t read a dozen books about this… just spend time with Him!

· He doesn’t want your service… but your love.

· The bride walking down the isle…

And Fourth:  Just wait on the Lord.  This can, at times, be the hardest part, but persevere till the Lord renews and reinvigorates you, reviving the flame that had once burned brightly.  

· We need to give God access to us… He wants to transform and change.

· Meditate on His Word… on verses like Lamentation 3:21, “Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope:  Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself, “the Lord is my inheritance; therefore I will wait for him”.  

· It is so amazing… not only is He our glorious inheritance… but we are His inheritance as well.  

This is how God designed our relationship with Him to be. An amazing interplay between our being His inheritance and He being ours… where “I am my beloved’s and His desire is toward me.”  And the more we can grasp this, the more we will get from the place of being “stuck” to a place of “pressing on”.

[Stand Up]

