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The Necessity of Hearing God’s Voice

June 8, 2003

Introduction:  We’re going to take a short break from our study of Ephesians in order to look at something I believe the Father is calling us to as a church… that is, the necessity of hearing His voice.  

We’re going to look at the familiar story of Jesus healing the paralytic at the Pool of Bethesda.  In fact, it’s a passage that I know I’ve preached before.

· One of the reason I like this story so much is because it comes with such a full explanation of why Jesus did what He did.

· So, let’s turn to John, chapter 5.  I’d like to take a few minutes and walk through what is happening here, and then look at what I think God is saying to us through it.

Read vs. 1-5.  You may remember that there was a legend around Jerusalem that an angel would appear and stir up the pool there in Bethesda… and that the first person that got into the pool after it was stirred, would be healed.

· If you’re reading the NIV, you’ll notice that the end of verse 3 and all of vs. 4 is eliminated.

· Often, when the scribes were translating the Scriptures, they would put some commentary notes in the margin… but some of these notes were simply included into the passage.
· “Here a great number of disabled people used to lie -- the blind, the lame, the paralyzed…NIV

· Waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of whatever disease he had.” NKJV

· The reason it was included was clear… it explains to us why in the world these people hung around the pool of Bethesda for so long.

So you imagine the scene… so many physically broken people waiting at this pool to get healed… desperate to be the first person.

· Hard to imagine these people trying to rush toward it when they are disabled like that. 

· I remember seeing the sick going to Muslim shrines… rubbing trees, leaving money, tying prayer ribbons on trees… so sad.

· But these are just the people Jesus came to hang out with.  Mercy and Love!  

· It’s not enough for us to show mercy and compassion on those who come here on a Sunday morning.  Jesus went to them. 

· He not only went to them… but he talked with them. 

· Jesus spoke to the man directly. 

· He demonstrated respect and concern, not pity. 

· Would the people around you describe you as compassionate and merciful?

· And while there, Jesus is drawn to one man in particular who had been an invalid for 38 years.

Read vs. 6-7.  “Do you want to be made well?” Why would Jesus ask him this?  

· Sometimes people may not want to be made well.  I’ve offered help to some really needy people who just told me to get lost.

· But really, most of the time, hurting people… sick people… want the pain to go away.

· I think Jesus’ question to this particular man had to do with the fact that he had long lost hope of ever getting healed.  

· What was his reply to Jesus’ question?  You’d think he would offer a resounding, “yes!” but he didn’t.  He just said, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred.  While I’m trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.”
I don’t know about you, but I read an implied hopelessness… as well as an implied cry for help.

· He couldn’t help himself… and he couldn’t persuade any one else to help him. 

· The religious Jews were too busy trying to figure out who was properly observing the Sabbath to not to consider why they themselves were not actually helping this man.

· He was alone, hopeless, and desperate. 

Vs 8.  “Then Jesus said to him, ‘Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.’  At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked.  The day on which this took place was a Sabbath.”
· Filled with love and compassion, Jesus asks him to pick up his mat and walk… and the man was healed.

· And let me tell you… seeing this man healed made Jesus rejoice and laugh!  He was so full of life!

· The only ones who didn’t laugh were the religious ones who could only complain about their rules being broken.

Yes… the Father says to rest on the Sabbath.  But Jesus, who only did what the Father was doing, asked this man to carry his mat and healed him.

· You see, God loves you so much more than any set up principles!

· Look at what religion does… 38 years this man is sick… and all they can say is, “you broke the rules.”

· And by the way, carrying a mat on the Sabbath did not break any Old Testament law; instead, it broke the Pharisees' legalistic application of God's command.

· The regulation against carrying something on the Sabbath was the last of thirty-nine rules in the "tradition of the elders" that stipulated the kinds of work prohibited on the Sabbath.
But let me ask you…When Jesus walked toward that pool at Bethesda, why was it that he walked directly to that one man?  

· Of course, Jesus was moved by compassion.  But I would imagine that Jesus felt compassion for all the people there who were suffering.

· There were a lot of people around that pool… and presumably, they were all there because they were desperate for a miracle of some sort.

· Jesus answers that question in verses 17-19.  Read.

· "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.”  John 5:19

· Jesus went up to that one particular man that day… because that’s what the Father was doing.

Jesus says to them, “My Father is always at His work…”

· God is always at work… He was doing something that day at the pool of Bethesda… and He’s doing stuff here right now… in this church… in your heart… thru the worship, thru his message, to those you’ve prayed for…

· God is always at work!  The question is, can we tune into what that work is?

· Jesus then says, “and I too and working.”

· You see, there is a cooperative work b/t the Father and Jesus…

· Knowing that the Father is always at work, Jesus is inviting us, the church, into this same cooperative relationship… where we walk with Him and hear His voice.

When you walk into your office on Monday morning, know that the Father is at work there.  When you stop by Starbucks or Dunkin Donuts to get your coffee… know that the Father is at work there!

· We need to look around as we go about our day and be thinking, “I know the Father is always at work… God, is there anything You are doing here that I should be participating in?”

· This is the most profound ministry question you can learn to ask.  Father, What are you doing?” 

· Rather than doing nothing… or storming into a place like Starbucks like a bull in a china shop, we need to simply learn how to stop and ask, “what are you doing?”

· Sometimes He doesn’t clue you in, but sometime He does… and when He does, amazing stuff can happen.

· After long day of outreach… God says, “I’m speaking to that guy over there.” So, I go over to that guy and within 15 minutes, he comes to Christ.

Just remember that when we ask God a question… we need to want and expect and answer.  We know that prayer is supposed to be a dialogue… but it is so often a monologue.

· Craig… you just asked me what I am doing… give me a chance to respond…

· We need to learn both to ask God what He’s doing… while, at the same time, posture ourselves for an answer.

· I was at a Barnes and Noble… and I asked God… “Is there anything You’re doing here that You want me to participate in?

· Then I just thought about Joyce.  “Am I supposed to pray for Joyce?  Yes… but its more than that… I want to tell you that you need to make more time for her.”

· “Ok.  Would you help me do that, Lord?” “Is there a specific way I can do this?”

· “Just love her and spend more time with her.”

· Folks, if you develop a habit of asking the Father what He is doing… and waiting for Him to speak back to us, your ministry will never be the same again.

Jesus says that He only does what He sees the Father doing!  

· We need to embrace that as well… only do what the Father is doing.

· You see, I have no miracles up my sleeves… do you?  No personal power to heal anyone.

· Even Jesus said, as He walked in the power of the Holy Spirit that He could do nothing by Himself.

· How much more true is this for you and I?  John 15 says that we can’t do anything apart from the vine.

· All we can do is participate in what God is already doing.

· And if we can tune into what He is doing, we will see some wonderful things happen in our personal lives and in the life of the church.

· You see, we can be shotgunners… where eventually one of hundreds of pellets will hit something.  Or we can be marksmen.  

· When Jesus chose to heal the one man amongst all the others, he was a marksman.

· This is determined by whether we will choose to listen to Him

So now, the question is this… How did Jesus see what the Father was doing?  If this was the key to Jesus’ ministry, then how did He do it?

· When Jesus walked this earth, He operated in obedience to the Father… and the power of the Spirit.

· That’s why Jesus is the model of the Christian life… we’re supposed to do the same thing.

· “I can’t do anything Myself… only what I see the Father doing… whatever the Father does, the Son does also!”

· If the Father is healing… Jesus heals;  If the Father is delivering… Jesus delivers.  Jesus is participating in what the Father is doing.

· We are always asking God to participate in what WE are doing… It has to be the other way around.  If we are really going to be effective in ministry, it must be our doing what HE is doing.

· And this is how our ministry must work as well.  Now this may seem obvious.  But most of the church does anything but this.

I want to participate in what God is doing by asking, “what should I be preaching on this week?  What is Your word for today?”

· “God, I want to participate with what you are doing.”

· Our ministry isn’t a one size fits all type of thing.  We need to listen.  Look at Jesus in Mark 1:35.

Read Verse 20.  “For the Father loves the Son and shows Him all He does.”

· Well… who else does the Father love?  You!

· God wants to show you what He is doing.  It’s really a very intimate, personal thing.

· Why was it that Jesus picked out this one guy amongst all those hanging around at the pool of Bethesda? 

· Bottom-line… He knew the Father wanted to heal Him and chose to participate.

· Again, we don’t have healing in our back pocket to hand out as we will.  It’s up to God.

· Have you ever shared the Gospel to someone who was completely closed to it?

· Not that we should share with anyone we have opportunity to share with, but…

· But when God is doing it, it’s like standing under a shady tree catching fruit.

· Why?  B/c the Father is doing it!  We need to go with His flow… and do what the Father is doing.

And how do we do this?  How do we simply do what the Father’s doing?

· The Father didn’t appear to Jesus before healing the man.  He heard the Father’s voice.

· There was a kind of spiritual perception, which we need to cultivate.  

· In John 10:27, Jesus said, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them and they follow me.”

· If we would just dial in/tune in, we can hear His voice as well.

· For the important decisions in life, we sometimes purpose to listen to Him… but we need to learn to take that a step further… 

· and begin to listen and see, knowing that He is always at work wherever we are, what His is doing… 

· so we can know what we are supposed to do.

· Big decisions like our call to go overseas, decision to join US Center, to plant in Morristown.

· How He showed me what was on His heart thru several people at NCF.

I know for me… and I know it is true for all of us… that the main reason we struggle to see what the Father is doing is that we are too busy.

· We get into this place where our mind never stops running. 

· We have to learn to quiet ourselves.

· If we are going to learn to listen to God and see what the Father is doing, we will have to learn to be alone.

· Every one of the early church Fathers would tell us the same thing… that the #1 spiritual discipline you must learn is solitude.

· You know, the world will continue to exist if you disappeared for an hour!

· I know this isn’t easy, especially for moms home with kids.


· Some of us can’t be quiet in a room at all… we need to turn on the TV right away.  We need to choose to live differently.

· We need to learn to listen to God.  

· That can be difficult… especially in the beginning, when you’re not as accustomed to asking Him “What are You doing?” and then waiting walking in expectation of an answer (typically comes in the form of an impression).

Folks… understand that Jesus is the most encouraging Person you will ever meet!  You see, God wants us to know what He is doing… not only so we can see what He is doing in others… but what He’s doing in us!

· Think of what would happen if you listen to His encouragement each and every day… how that would not only change your ministry but how it would heal and bless.

· Truth is, and I wish this wasn’t true… but you will not mature until you establish times alone with God.

· You couldn’t name a Christian man or woman who has changed their county, region, or world, who didn’t have regular times with the Lord.  Eg. Bill Hybels, Mike Bickel,.

· “Well… I just catch a prayer here and there” only works when you’re in regular time with Him.

As I consider this for myself, I realize that when it is all said and done, it comes down to what I want at the end of my life.

· I can tell you, I just want to finish well and be called a friend of God.

· Guys… what God did in healing the paralytic man is nothing to God.  He spoke the universe into existence with a mere thought!  

· If we want to be changed by Him and used by Him, it is just a matter of dialing in/tuning in to what He is doing.

· Next week I want to talk about how we can more effectively hear God’s voice… and what some of the obstacles are to hearing His voice.

Challenge:  If you would like to walk that kind of life where you are participating in what the Father is doing around you… in your family, at school, at work, at your kids’ sporting events… then know that everything you need… you already have.

· Inside of you is a Bose stereo… all you need to do is switch it on… and turn the dial.  

· Begin the discipline in your life of asking, “What are you doing, God?”  And then remaining open to any word or impression the Father may give to you.

· If you would like to live that kind of life that is tuned into to what the Father is doing, then start now by sharing that with Him.

· I want to challenge you to make that you principle question you ask God this week… make it your continual prayer… “Father, I know You are always at work… what are you doing now here in this place (wherever you are) and is there anything you’d like me to do?”

Conclusion/Prayer

Sermon Influence:  I was moved to share this message after listening to Lance Pitluck share on the same topic.  I passed on here much of what I learned from Him.

