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Living Out Our Freedom in Christ: Galatians 5:12-25

March 10, 2002

Toward the end of one of his speeches to Congress in January of 1941, Franklin Roosevelt shared his vision for the kind of world he wanted to see after the war was over. 

· He envisioned four basic freedoms being enjoyed by people everywhere… freedom of speech, freedom of worship, freedom from want, and freedom from fear.

· I imagine that to some degree, these freedoms did expand in the years following the war…

· But our world still needs another freedom.  The desperate need to be free from the bondage of religious striving: freedom from the idea that our acceptance by God comes through our own works, & freedom from the tyranny of our own sinful nature.

Now the Judaizers back in Paul’s day thought they had the answer… that Jesus plus Jewish law and man-made rules could not only bring us into relationship with God but bring us closer to God.

· But thru the book of Galatians, we’ve seen Paul repeatedly expressing that no amount of legislation or law can change our basic condition.  We came into a relationship with God through the grace of God as we place our faith in Jesus… and we walk in our relationship with God through the Holy Spirit’s work with in us.

· That it’s not the law on the outside, but the Spirit’s work on the inside that sets us free from the curse of the law as well as the desires of the flesh.

· Of course, their response to that is, “You’re crazy!  If we get rid of our rules and “high standards”, the church will fall apart!  The Holy Spirit in us would never be able to counter the forces of the flesh.  But, if we adopt the law, all would be solved.

Yet the reality is that, according to Paul, once you try to earn your salvation, your righteousness, or acceptance by fulfilling part of the law you are then obligated to fulfill all of the law, which no one except Jesus could do.

· Yet, because the Judaizers could not accept the truth of God’s grace, they simply couldn’t accept the fact that His acceptance of us doesn’t depend upon our obedience to the law’s demands, but on faith in Jesus who bore the curse of the law.

But even today, there are pastors and leaders who warn against teaching too much about the liberty we have in Jesus for fear that anarchy will break out… 

· They’re also concerned that the “constraint” of the Holy Spirit won’t be enough to keep us from rebellion… that we need to live up to a set of rules and standards in order to be accepted by God… and accepted by the church.

· And while it may appear to them that these rules change the old nature, the truth is that they never will.

· Freedom will never come through rules, religious striving, legalism, or a performance based relationship with God.

· So, where does it come from?  Paul makes that perfectly clear in 2 Cor 3:17,  “Where the Spirit of the Lord is there is freedom.”

Several weeks ago we looked at the first twelve verses of Galatians 5, where Paul explains what it is that happens when a believer trades in his freedom in Christ for the bondage of the law.  

· He starts saying, “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”

· This morning, I want to continue, starting at verse 13, where Paul reminds us of our calling in Christ.  “You, my brothers were called to be free!”

· Paul knew Jesus’ words, in Jn 8:36, “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed!”  He said to the Roman believers in 8:21, that because of Jesus, creation itself will be liberated from its bondage… and brought into the glorious freedom as children of God.”

Obviously, the notion of Freedom is spoken of all the time.  We hear of people calling for Freedom of Speech, freedom of religion, freedom from religion.  

· Some are seeking economic freedom, other are fighting against oppressive regimes to find it. 

· Our country’s War on Terrorism has even been dubbed, “Operation Enduring Freedom”.  

· The capitalist sees freedom as something that comes as the government allows the market to operate without interference-- while the communist wants to set the common man free from capitalist exploitation!  

· The fact is the word freedom contains so many dimensions to so many people

· Yet, the kind of freedom Paul has been talking about in Galatians has a much different meaning. When we talk about freedom as Christians, what do we mean?

· Paul explains that here in two ways: that we are freed from something and secondly, that we are freed to something.

A. Christian Freedom is Freedom From:  

Bondage of the Law.  I won’t say much on this b/c we’ve already covered in earlier chapters but the bottom line is that our Christian freedom means that God’s acceptance of us no longer depends on our obedience to the law 

· but rather, comes to us through His Son, who chose the shame of the Cross in order to bring you back to that place of intimacy for which we’ve all been created. 

· You don’t have to live up to a set of rules or laws in order to earn God’s favor and acceptance.  

· Can you accept this?  I mean, can you receive this truth right now… that in spite of where you are… struggling with this or that… that God loves and accepts you and is welcoming you into His presence? 

· That He is speaking to you as the bridegroom in the Song of Songs, “Arise my darling, my beautiful one and come to me… How beautiful is your love to me… you have captured my heart.”

· To the degree that we can’t is the degree that we still live under the law.

Don’t misunderstand me.  The reality of our freedom in Christ doesn’t imply the absence of constraints or moral absolutes.

· Suppose a skydiver at 10,000 feet announces to the rest of the group, “I’m not going use a parachute this time… I want freedom!”

· The fact is, only when the skydiver chooses the “constraint” of the parachute, is she free to really enjoy the excitement and fun of it.

· But the difference is that the legalist is motivated to keep these standards in order to maintain their place in the religious community and their place before God.

· The believer is motivated by the love and acceptance they are already experiencing.  Their end isn’t the fulfillment of these moral standards, rather, their end is to know Him more intimately each and every day. 

· This isn’t a matter of semantics… I think that it makes the difference between experiencing God’s freedom or not.

As a pastor the Bible gives me certain restraints… I should be the husband of one wife, I should avoid doing things that have even the appearance of evil, etc.  

· These aren’t laws that I need to fulfill in order to earn God’s acceptance.  They are things the Spirit enables me to fulfill as I chose to walk in intimacy with the Father.

· Like the parachute, these constraints help me enjoy my freedom in Jesus.

· So, don’t make the mistake the Judaizers made by thinking that Paul was calling for some spiritual lawlessness.

Christian Freedom is also freedom from our Propensity (slavery) to Sin.

· While Paul is advocating a life of freedom in the Spirit, he warns the Galatians about using their freedom sin.

· He says, “You were called to be free.  But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature.”

· To do this is simply trading in the bondage of the law for the bondage of sin.

When the Civil war was over, the former slaves were given the choice to continue to sharecrop for their former master. 

· Their pay for all of their work would be a place to live, and a small amount of money to feed and clothe themselves and their families. 

· However, the cost for things were kept so high that though these people were free, they were kept in abject poverty. 

· The former slaves may have felt good about their freedom, but they found themselves controlled by another type of bondage… economic bondage.

In verses 19-21, Paul lists for us the “fruit” of living life outside our freedom in Christ.  Immorality, impurity, idolatry, witchcraft, drunkenness.  He also speaks of some that start getting a little close to home… jealousy, rage, envy, and selfish ambition.

At a special chapel service in an Ohio prison, the governor was about to grant freedom to several convicts. The suspense mounted as it came time for the governor to announce the names of those selected. 

· "Rueben Johnson, come forward and receive your pardon!" No one responded. 

· The chaplain directed his attention toward Johnson and said, "Rueben, it’s you, come on!" But the man looked behind him, supposing there must be someone else by that name. 

· Then, pointing directly at him, the chaplain exclaimed, "That’s right, you’re the man!" After a long pause, he slowly approached the governor to receive his pardon.

· Later when the other prisoners marched to their cells, Johnson fell in line and began to walk with them. The warden called, "Rueben, you don’t belong there anymore. You’re a free man!"

· Our decision to continue to live in legalistic bondage or in slavery to sin, after Christ has set us free, makes as much sense as receiving our pardon then marching back to our cell. We are free!   

· Jesus wants you to live in the freedom that is ours as His children… He wants to set you free from all those hurtful addictions and habits in our lives… so that we can truly live in this freedom.

B. Christian Freedom is Freedom To:  

Fulfill the Law of Love.  Paul finishes verse 13 saying, “But don’t use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature, but rather, serve one another in love.”  Then he says, “The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

· The amazing thing about love is that it takes the place of all the laws God ever gave.  If you love people with the love of Jesus, you will not steal from them, lie to them, envy them, try to hurt them, or gossip about them.

· In contrast to the list he gave earlier regarding the “works of the flesh”, Paul now makes a partial list indicating the fruit of the Spirit.

· The fact that Paul speaks of the Fruit of the Spirit further confronts the Judiazer’s idea that a life under the law is capable of producing godly character.  The fruit of the Spirit comes only thru the Spirit.

Notice that that Paul doesn’t list the “fruits” of the Spirit, but the Fruit of the Spirit.

· The Fruit word for fruit is not plural. There is only one fruit, and it is love.

· And if you want to know what that love looks like, it is described as joy filled, peaceable, patient, kind, good, faithful, gentle, and self-controlled.

· When a person lives in the sphere of love, then he experiences joy… that inward peace and sufficiency that isn’t affected by outward circumstances.  

· Love and joy in our lives produce peace.

· You see, all of this comes through the Holy Spirit in our lives.

And as we exhibit this freedom to love others it produces another freedom… the freedom to serve one another.

· Rom 5:5 says, “God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.”

· And it’s with this love that we can shed the ungodly barriers of race, class, gender, as well as personal prejudices toward others.  

· So, how does our Christian Freedom set us free to serve?  Because his love sets us free from all those prejudices and from selfish ambition so that we find joy in serving others.  As we embrace our acceptance as sons and daughter, then we are set free to truly love others the way God loves us..

· Paul understands that one of the crucial indicators of having real freedom in Christ is having a community of believers bonded together by unconditional love.

· This is my heart for this church… that we would be a people free to be honest with one another, free to be real with one another, free to fail in front of one another… knitted together in His love.

Yet, in saying all of this, Paul was addressing a specific problem the Galatian believers had found themselves in… they were arguing… “Devouring” each other as he says in vs. 15.  

· But rather than simply tell them to stop, he tells them (vs.16) to live/walk by the Spirit.  Paul knows that it is the Spirit within them, filling them with His love that will release the Galatians to love one another.

· He then says, “if you walk in the Spirit, you won’t fulfill the desires of the flesh.”

· Get it?  The answer to the question, “how can I stop sinning?” isn’t to establish a set of rules, but rather, Paul says, “Walk in the Spirit… then you wont fulfill the desires of the flesh.”

· So, why do we think we need to get rid of the desires of the flesh in order to walk by the Spirit when it’s really the other way around?  Because of our tendency, to whatever degree, to live under the law.  “God needs me to be like this before He can fill me with the Spirit… before He can really accept me.”

I can tell you from my own experience, that I don’t have the power, the strength, or even the will at times, to turn from sin.  But I do have the power to choose Jesus… to cry out to the Spirit for help. 

· As we choose the follow Him, to abide in Him, speak and listen to Him in prayer, then we make our choice… “God, I’m exhausted. I feel powerless over the anger, the rage, the desire to eat when I’m not even hungry… powerless over my own apathy… whatever it is.”

· And as we cry out, we remember that “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom!”

· One of the things I really love is art.  I’ve been to museums around the world and I think what has impacted me more than anything other pieces of art are Michelangelo’s Prisoner sculptures.  When you look at these life sized sculptures, you see men desperately trying to break free from their stone prison.

· We don’t have to fight for our freedom.  Jesus came as our liberator to set the captives free.  He wants to set you free from anger, bitterness, and sorrow.

I think of all the Afghans trapped in a life with the option to either give up or subsist.  Abject poverty.  But I’m telling you that I have met Afghan, Tajik, and Uzbek believers, who have found such great freedom in Jesus.  

· Not only freedom from sin and death… but freedom from their hatred, bitterness, and fears.  

· We can enter into that freedom… as we live our lives in the Spirit… in intimate fellowship with the Father.

· We may not have the power to change our circumstance or how we are feeling… but we can choose Him… allowing Him to set you free. 

PRAY

For every struggle and burden… He wants to bring freedom.  

If you’re tired and thirsty… there is freedom.

