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Living Life in the Spirit: Galatians 3:1-5

January 27th, 2002

Two weeks ago we started a new series on Paul’s letter to the Galatians.  If you remember, Paul first visited Galatia, a region, which covers part of central Turkey today, on his first missionary journey.  In fact, it was one of the first places he went to after having been sent out as a church planter by the church in Antioch (Acts 13).

· We read in Acts 13-14 how Paul and Barnabas risked their lives in nearly each city they traveled to with Galatia… even being stoned, dragged out of the city, and left for dead.

· But it also says that in each of these cities, huge crowds of people gathered around to hear the Gospel… and many gave their lives to Jesus.

· From this, the Galatian church was born… a church utterly devoted to deep intimacy with the Father.

Seeing how well the church was doing, Paul decided to return to Antioch to share with them all that had happened both in Cyprus and in Galatia.  

· he was no doubt so proud of them… and I’m sure he sounded like a broken record when he would explain to people how the Galatians had truly experienced the grace and mercy of God.

· But in the midst of this, a note is delivered to Paul.  It was about the churches in Galatia… how a group of so-called “teachers” had rolled into town, preaching, as Paul puts it in 1:6, a different Gospel.

· And what these false teachers, known as Judaizers, taught was that Gentile believers must not only put their trust in Jesus for salvation, but that they needed to also embrace Jewish laws such as circumcision and dietary laws.  

· So, if you go to a nice restaurant you can’t order the lobster bisque… they’ll be no bbqing pork chops… and, for goodness sake, no more bacon at breakfast… you need to eat “clean” foods in order to be acceptable to God.

· The bottom line was that they needed to add their performance on top of Jesus’ performance on Calvary in order to be acceptable to God.

· Salvation, then, was Jesus PLUS their efforts to fulfill Jewish law.

· The Cross was, for them, not enough.

Well, needless to say, this blew Paul away.  Not so much that these people were preaching this but that the Galatians were believing it!

· in Gal 4:9, Paul asks them, “How could  you go back to the way things used to be… trying to earn salvation by your own effort… why would you want to be enslaved all over again?”

· Then, a little later, he you can just see Paul crying out as he writes, in 5:1, “It was for freedom that Christ set us free: so stand firm… and don’t let yourselves be subject again to a yoke of slavery.”

· Paul had taught them that salvation comes to us grace… “for by grace you have been saved thru faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not as a result of works that anyone should boast.”

· For Paul, once the Good News becomes anything more than taking hold of God’s free gift of salvation given to us by God’s unmerited favor thru faith in Christ, it is no longer good news!  

· Jesus PLUS something else puts you right back to where you were before you found freedom in Christ!

Last time, we looked at this situation with a lot more detail… and we looked at Paul’s initial response to the Galatian church.  

· Now, in the first part of chapter three, in an effort to pursued them back into the life of freedom, liberty, grace, and joy that had characterized their lives before those Judaizers came to town.

· To do this, Paul is going to argue from both from experience, which we see in verses 1-5… and from theology, which you can see in verses 6-14.

· This morning, I want to focus on the first part of his argument.  Let’s read this section together, 3:1-5.

You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. 2I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard? 3Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort? 4Have you suffered so much for nothing-if it really was for nothing? 5Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you because you observe the law, or because you believe what you heard? 

What a great way to start…  “You foolish Galatians… Who has bewitched you?”

· the word bewitched is an important word… he’s not speaking of Samantha Stevens twitching her nose.

· By bewitched he is saying, “who has caste an evil spell over you?”  I don’t think Paul is being figurative here or trying to be funny.  I believe that in his mind, Paul believes that our inability to grasp the depth of God’s grace is as much a problem of demonic opposition as anything else. 

· You’ll see, in Gal 4, that Paul makes it clear that spiritual opposition is a significant part of our inability to embrace and live out the reality of God’s unending grace and mercy.

· By the way, if you’re a little surprised about Paul calling them foolish, the meaning of the word has to do with being “spiritually dull”.  “Who has caste this terrible spell over you, which has made you so spiritually dull?”
So Paul starts by asking 6 rhetorical questions all of which are centered on our experience of the Holy Spirit.  Again, he is arguing experientially here, not theologically... he’ll get to the theological a little later.  What he is doing is pointing people back to their previous experience of the Spirit.

· He writes in verse 4, “did you suffer so many things in vain?”

· The word, “suffer”, here actually means “experience”.  Have you experienced all these things for nothing?!”

· It’s interesting… because out 5 commentaries I looked at, only two saw the experiential bent of 1-5.  

· This shouldn’t be so surprising… especially to those of us who come out of more traditional churches where there is a tendency to denigrate the value of experience in our Christian life.  

· I was told this over and over again back in my college days.  Faith and Experience (emotion) were always put up against one another… that one was good and the other wasn’t.

· It’s so sad… because what they didn’t understand was that they were confusing “emotionalism” with “experience”

· We don’t want emotionalism in this church… I see emotionalism as experience w/o theology.  But a faith of theology without experience is equally empty.

· The fact is that Paul isn’t afraid or ashamed whatsoever to argue from experience.  

· He knew that the Galatians had experienced something profound… and that something had been lost.

Now understand… that subjective experience does need to be set against the objective truth of Scripture.  That’s why Paul argues from both here.

· But I want to make sure that we never confuse emotionalism for emotional experience.  We need to be a church where people can come and express what is inside of them without feeling a though they are doing something wrong.

· That’s where the expression, “Spiritual Masks” comes from.  There’s just no room for that here.

· The bottom-line is that we each have profound experiences in our lives from which we draw strength, perspective, and understanding.  

· God often gives us powerful experiences of the Spirit b/c He knows that those experiences help take what we know in our heads, down about 12 inches to our hearts.

· And, so, he has no problem arguing from experience.  

There will likely be times when we will need to do the same.  If there is a young college student, for example, who had been so on fire… a leader in a college fellowship group, etc.,  who was starting to get tired of living the Christian life… he just wanted to have a good time for a while.

· Or a young women struggling with her husband… totally unsatisfying relationship.  I couldn’t be married for another 40 years with him… I want out!

· What would you say to each of them?

· Yes, there is time to speak truth… but we also need to look to experience… like Paul… “Do you remember that time when you first met… how you felt?”  “Or when Jesus first came into your life?”

· I felt clean… like a burden dropped off of me.

· Warmth entered your heart

· Remember how futile your sin was…how unfulfilling your life was.  Is this how you want to live now?

· God gives us these experiences to draw from.

· I’ll never forget the experience I had watching Joyce walk down the isle toward me on our wedding day… or when, while reading the Word with Scott, I was overwhelmed by his presence and began to weep.  I draw from these experiences.

There are three main experiences Paul is trying to point them back to. And, again, the reason he is doing this is to show them that what they had wasn’t incomplete as the Judaizers were claiming.  

1. Paul starts by bringing them back to their experience with Jesus.  Here, Paul is simply asking, “where is that joy you used to have?”  “Look, I saw you, I saw the experience you had with God.”

· Look at verse 1, “You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified.”

· What Paul is saying here is that they so deeply understood the message of the cross that it was as though they could see Jesus on Calvary.

· And they not only believed the truth of the Cross, but experienced the reality of the Cross… His love, grace, and mercy… as well as the implications of the Cross… His salvation, life, and peace.

2. The second experience Paul leads them back to, was their experience with the Spirit.  He asks this simple question, “Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law or by hearing by faith?”

· what a great question!  Basically, if they say “yes” then they already understand that the Judaizers are wrong… “did find salvation and receive the Spirit by obeying Moses or by receiving by faith?”
· You have the Spirit, right?  How did you “get” Him in your life?  Their way or His way?  IF you got Him my way… then FINISH my way

· The Spirit came into their lives b/c they trusted Jesus’ finished work on the cross… they received the Spirit by faith, NOT by the works of the law.

· So then, if you didn’t begin with the law, why bring it in now?  What sense does that make?  Don’t add anything!

Then, in verse 3, he asks, “Having begun by the Spirit, are you trying to grow in your Christian live thru your own human effort?”  

· In the first question he deals with the Spirit’s work at salvation… and now he is dealing with the Spirit’s work in our lives as believers.

· You know, I hope you are realizing by now that it isn’t just the Galatians who have fallen into this trap.  

· It may not be to the same degree and we may not say it, but the way we live our Christian lives reflects an attitude that says, “we’re saved by grace… Jesus alone… but Christian growth comes as a result of my effort, my struggle, my work.”
· But this isn’t true.  Our growth in Jesus doesn’t come as a result of our ability to change ourselves… from our ability to make ourselves more holy.

· Our growth in Jesus comes thru just the opposite.  We grow in our Christian lives to the degree that we surrender ourselves to Him… to the degree that we give Him access to our lives, allowing Him to do the work in us.

· Yes, this does require the discipline of abiding in Him.  But the work is all His.

· The way in is the way on.  The way that you came to Christ is the way and the only way that you will grow.  

Like salvation, our growth in Christ comes simply thru the Grace of God.  At our training seminary yesterday, Phil said that we are just a bunch of schleps who have and continue to receive the mercy of God in our lives!  

· You see, we came into this relationship with God thru His grace and mercy… and we walk this Christian life the same way, thru His grace and mercy.

· The same condition you were in on day one is the condition you approach him each moment…  ALWAYS bankrupt.  Always in need of grace.  

· Remember last time… when we spoke about the difference between chapter 7 and chapter 11 bankruptcies? 

· We need to make sure we are chapter 7 believers rather than 11.  In chapter 7, there is liquidation, everything is sold off and shut off.  The phone line is disconnected.

We need to live in chapter 7 bankruptcy… whether you have been a Christian for 2 weeks or 30 years… you approach him the same way today as you did on day 1.

· We need to live a surrendered life.  

· I was driving in my car this week ask God why I’ve been feeling “off” these past few weeks.  As soon as I said this, I passed a large sign on the road advertising “Self-Reliance Storage Company”.  I got the point!  

· I surrendered myself to Him… “If you don’t pour water in my cup today I will be thirsty… if you don’t give me manna from heaven for this day I will be hungry.”

· This is how Paul saw himself after 35 years of walking intimacy with God… at end of his life in 1 Tim 1  “Christ came into the world to save sinners of whom I am, this very day, after 35 years of walking with him, the very worst.”

· Paul went out the way he came in… in surrender to Jesus Christ.

3. The last area of their experience, which Paul takes them back to, were the many miracles they experienced from God.

· In verse 5, Paul writes, “Does He then, who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?”

· Did the Father release miracles in and thru you because of your fulfillment of Jewish law or thru faith in His grace and mercy?

· Did all those miracles come b/c you stopped eating pork chops?  NO!

· How could you say, then, that not only for salvation but also for spiritual growth, you need Jesus PLUS Jewish law?  Jesus plus anything?  

· Jewish law didn’t bring you into relationship with God

· It wasn’t responsible for your receiving the Spirit

· And it had nothing to do with the Father releasing miracles in/thru you

· Have you b/c so spiritually dull that even after having received such powers thru faith, you now seek to attain a more perfect state of Christian life thru physical ceremonies and acts?

I want us to see, from this passage, that God loves to pour out His power on His church… He loves releasing miracles of healing, deliverance, salvation, as well as the spiritual gifts.

· but we see that the context for this is a church who is passionate about living in His grace and mercy.

· We need to understand that God loves to lavish not only his love but also his power on the church and in our lives.  The “pipeline”, so to say, is always there… but there is a valve, which can be turned on and off.  

· A life of humility, surrender, and expectation opens that valve… while a life lived in the flesh, in performance and empty religion, turns it off.

· To the degree that we, as individuals and a church, reject the notion that our Christian lives depend on Jesus PLUS our own effort, is the degree to which we’ll see power released in the church.

· Augustine once said “God gives where He finds empty hands.”  We must live a life of surrender where our hands are empty, ready to receive all He has for us.  Those empty hands express to God our chapter 7 bankruptcy… and it is into those empty hands that he can release more of his love and power.

By the way, there are two other things from verse 5, which I want to highlight for a moment, because it relates to this.  Paul says, “Does God then, who provides you with His Spirit, and work miracles among you…”  

· The first is Paul’s assumption was that everyone of his churches would be charismatic…did you know that?  Not culturally charismatic… looking like a charismatic church of today

· but a church filled with the Spirit, regularly seeing signs and wonders, where people were being set free from demonic, etc.

· Paul expected people to experience the Spirit in a rich way.

The second thing is this… that the word Paul uses here for “provide” is too soft.  The word “provide” should be translated “richly supply”.  

· So, what Paul is saying is more like, “does your Heavenly Father, who richly supplies you not only the Spirit but works of power, do so b/c you follow the works of the law?” 
· You see, one of the ways that we get “bewitched” into believing that Jesus isn’t enough is thru the lie Satan throws out at us that God is stingy… that he is like some cosmic Scrooge. 

· If you want something from Him, you have to bend his arm backward and pry his fingers open to get the penny in his hand.  Have to beg for crumbs.

· The main way he keeps us from embracing God’s grace is by lying about God’s generosity.  

· Like the guy who ran the orphanage in Oliver Twist where the boy comes to Him and says, “Please Sir, may I have some more?” And God says, “More? More?  No!”

Do you understand the rich generosity of God?  I am sure that some of you in this room struggle to ask God for anything for yourself… partly b/c you don’t understand how much God enjoys giving good things to you. 

· No prayer too big for God.

· Message of Bible speaks of His extravagance…  from the Garden to the Cross

· Look at the Garden of Eden.  When you picture it is all that you see a big sign that says, “Don’t eat?”  A big “No” sign.  If there was a sign, it would say, “Eat”.  There was an overabundance.  God was generous.

· Lost son… your father is very generous… gives gifts to those who don’t forgive.

· From the fullness of his grace we received one blessing after another.  The idea portrayed is of waves crashing on a beach… coming from an unending source, pouring in waves of grace after grace.

Just imagine standing on a beach looking out at the ocean… waves rolling in.  Those waves are a picture of the extravagant grace of God.  The first wave that hits you is the wave of God’s grace in your conversion.  The next are those waves helping in times of trial.  Waves for you when you are exhausted, excited, broken, stuck in sin.... 

Folks… there are times when you may have to fight for freedom… but in the Christian life, freedom comes thru surrender.

· I believe God wants to impress in each of us, more deeply than ever before, the ways in which we continue to believe that our performance is necessary in order to see real spiritual growth (our “works” can facilitate His work in us… but what we do, in itself, will never change us).

· There are still parts of us that tell us that we need to earn His approval, love, and acceptance.  He wants us to give that up… and receive what you already have in Jesus.

