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Kingdom Mercy

July 22, 2001

In my first message on “Classic Vineyard”, I shared with you how Mercy and Worship serve as legs on which we stand as a movement… with His Word being the foundation.

· This morning, I’d like to focus in on Mercy… one of the things that influences not only what we do as a church but our very character and life.

· In the same way that Jesus was love incarnate, He came as Mercy incarnate as well.  And, as His people, we want that Mercy reflected in all we are and all we do.

PRAY

In Matthew 4:23-24, we see that Jesus went from town to town, village to village, preaching the good news of the Kingdom of God, healing every kind of sickness and disease.

· Everywhere He went Jesus preached the same message… that God is here and is establishing His kingdom rule.

· Preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing the sick

· What we see here in Matthew is that people were not only getting a good sermon… but were getting healed! 

· But to Jesus, the Word & the Works, the Message & the Ministry, always come together.

· And when Jesus saw the crowds, what do you think his motives were for ministering to them?

· “Look at all these people, we should take an offering”

· “All these people came to see us?  We need to start a TV ministry!”

Of course not! When Jesus saw the crowds he was moved by a heart of mercy and compassion.

· The Greek for compassion means bowels or guts… it is translated compassion b/c it is an emotion that comes from the deepest places in us

· You know that feeling you get in your stomach when you are going down the first major drop of a roller coaster… or that wrenching in you when you are struck with terrible news.

· Our word compassion comes from two latin words: Com=with; pati=suffering. 

· The only person this word is associated with is Jesus.  It says that Jesus felt this way 

· When He encountered the sick (Mt 14:14);   The blind (Mat 20:34)

· Demon possessed (Mk 9:22);  Those who lost loved ones (Lk 7:13)

· The hungry (Mt 15:32), the lonely (Mk 1:41).

In the first chapter of Mark and man with leprosy came to Jesus, begging on his knees saying, “if you are willing, you can make me clean”.

· “filled with compassion, Jesus reached out His hand and touched the man.”

· “I am willing”, Jesus said, “be clean!” & he was immediately healed

· Amazing part of this healing is how Jesus did it:  Jesus TOUCHED him.

· Lepers were outcastes, required to walk at least 6’ away from anyone… even their families.

· I spent a day ministering in a leper colony… the people were so wonderful… amidst their suffering, they were so happy to see us.  You should have seen their faces as we showed the Jesus film and shared the Good News of the Kingdom!

Mother Theresa once said, “We have drugs for people with diseases for leprosy, But these drugs do not treat the main problem, the disease of being unwanted.  That’s what my sisters hope to provide.  The sick and poor suffer even more from rejection than material want.  Loneliness and the feeling of being unwanted is the most terrible poverty”

· When Jesus touched that man with leprosy, announcing the Good News of the Kingdom, Jesus was not only saying that God’s power to heal was present, but that God’s compassion and mercy were present as well.

You see, through all the things Jesus did and all He said, we are able to see into the heart of the Father.

· Do you want to know the Father’s heart toward you and me?  Then LOOK at Jesus… He is the spitting image of the Father!

· In everything that Jesus said and did, he was displaying the mercies and compassion of the Father.

· Story of the prodigal son: should be the story of the prodigal father…

· Do you know the definition of “prodigal”?  Webster defines it as extravagant, giving profusely, lavish

· The story has as its focus not the extravagant wastefulness of the son but the extravagant, lavish love of the Father.

· The Father’s heart is to lavish His extravagant mercy and compassion on us. And how do we know this?  B/c of the extravagance of Jesus’ compassion to those whom He ministered to.

And as we can know the Father more profoundly by seeing what the Son said and did, so the world can learn more about Jesus by seeing what His church says and does… and what you and I say and do.

· God’s mercy and compassion not only come to us through Christ, but are to flow out from us through Christ.

One powerful example of this is the story of the Unmerciful Servant found in Mat 18:23

· Like the story of the prodigal son, this story should really be called the story of the Merciful King.

· A king seeking to settle his account with His servants summoned a man who owed him tens of thousands of dollars.

· Since he couldn’t possibly repay his debt, the master ordered that the servant, as well as his wife and children, be sold as slaves to repay the debt.

· The servant fell on his knees and begged the master for mercy

· Ever wonder what a person would feel the moment they receive a life sentence in court?  

· Shawshank Redemption (Andy DuFrane wrongly convicted of double murder).

· Just the idea of being forcibly separated from his children and wife must have caused his heart to stop beating.

· The servant’s master had compassion on him, cancelled the debt & let him go.

· He must have been blown away… speechless.

· What King would do this?  CANCELLED!  

· How overwhelmed he must have been his master’s compassion.

But just as the servant left the king’s courtroom, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a few hundred dollars.

· His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him for mercy.

· But the servant refused… and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt.

· The other servants were upset by this and told their master what had happened.

· The Master called the servant in:  “You wicked servant, he said, I canceled all you owed me b/c you begged me to.  Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?  

At the center of the story is the Merciful Master…

· A God who looks at us with unending mercy and compassion… canceling our debt against him.

· Then there was the unmerciful servant… who received God’s mercy but could not show mercy to his fellow servant.

Honestly, doesn’t the servant’s lack of mercy blow you away?  One minute his very life, the life of his children and wife were saved thru the mercy of the King… having a debt of tens of thousands forgiven, yet, he wouldn’t forgive his fellow servant of a few thousand dollars.

· but you know what? We look just like that man!

· We have experienced the depths of the Father’s mercy… we’ve been shown mercy and have been forgiven countless times for all the things we’ve done and all the things we haven’t done

· Yet, we won’t forgive others for even small things. 

· Is there someone you need to forgive?

· Is there someone who needs your help?

· Our only response to the mercy and compassion of the Father is step out of these doors at the end of the service, allowing God’s mercy to flow through us to the world around us.

· Anything less is to be just like the man in this story.

You see, God’s desire for us is not only that we receive His mercy & compassion but that we be transformed by His mercy.

· The unmerciful servant experienced the extravagant mercy of the Father, yet it didn’t change him.  WHY?

· Perhaps he thought he deserved the King’s mercy

· Or maybe he though the King was so rich that his it wasn’t such a big deal.

· All I know is that I can’t help but to ask myself why it is that God’s lavish mercy in my life hasn’t changed me more than it has.

I think that another story Jesus tells helps us understand why we’re not transformed by His mercy.  In Luke 17:11-19 we read about ten men with leprosy who cried out to Jesus from a distance, “Lord Jesus, have mercy on us”.

· And when Jesus saw them, their cry reached His heart and He was filled with compassion. 

· He tells them that they should go and show themselves to the priests.  This was important b/c the only way a leper could return to living a normal life was to be pronounced clean by one of the priests.

· As they went off to the priests, they all found themselves completely healed.

· All ten of these men were recipients of God’s mercy poured out through Jesus.

· Their cry for mercy had been met by God’s answer of blessing 

· God gave them all a second chance at life

· but we read that only one of the ten came back to thank Jesus.  He not only experienced God’s mercy and compassion but he was changed by it.

Why?  We can only speculate.

· Certainly, his coming back to thank Jesus expressed a heart full of gratitude.  

· Rather than be the first one to get to the priests to get pronounced clean, he was compelled, by Jesus’ love, to first return to the one who saved his life.

· We need to walk in that place… with gratitude and thanks.

· It wasn’t a casual “thanks Jesus”… but Luke says that he gave praise to God with a loud voice and literally fell to the ground at Jesus’ feet, thanking Him. 

· That man must have been overwhelmed… that Jesus would heal… not only a leper… but a Samaritan… someone who ought to have been despised.

The degree to which that one leper was full of thanksgiving to Jesus expresses the degree to which he had recognized his own physical and spiritual bankruptcy.

· So much of what is the “heart of worship” is the realization of who we are in relation to who God is.

· Once we get that… once we see the reality of our own bankruptcy against the backdrop of God’s extravagant mercy, grace, and compassion… then we will worship… then we will be transformed.

Make no mistake about it… God is looking for His church to be transformed by His mercy and compassion… transformed by the reality of His Kingdom… His presence.

· a church who has not only received God’s mercy, but one through whom God’s mercies flow out.

· And if we get there… as we find ourselves transformed by God’s mercy and compassion, THEN, out of that, we will “do the stuff”… heal the sick, feed the poor, preach the Good News that Jesus is here… that He loves you and desires to lavish you with His compassion.

I read earlier from Matthew 9:36… let me read it again.

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

Let me read the end of this passage…

37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field."   1 He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.   Matt 9:37-10:1

What we need to see here is that as Jesus both proclaimed and demonstrated the good news of the Kingdom, expressed thru His lavish mercy and compassion, the people throughout Galilee were completely stirred. 

· you see, as a church being transformed by His presence, by His mercy and compassion, its just possible that our towns and county may be transformed.

· You see, Jesus didn’t set out to stir the people… He simply lived out His life of mercy and compassion and people were changed.

As Jesus looks out at the multitudes, he turns to His disciples… to you and me… and says, “The harvest is plentiful” 

· and then what did Jesus do?  He gave THEM authority to go out in His name, to express His mercy and compassion.

· It wasn’t enough to watch Jesus “do the stuff”.  Jesus taught them about the Kingdom… and told the disciples to demonstrate the Kingdom…

· To drive our spirits, set the oppressed free, heal every disease. 

· There is a big harvest outside that door… He’s given us authority to go to them…

· to feed the poor, heal the sick, bring peace to the brokenhearted

· There are people in our lives who need mercy… perhaps they don’t even see their need for it… perhaps they don’t even deserve it.  

· But did Jesus forgive b/c we earned it or b/c we’re wonderful, flawless people?  No!  He forgave us b/c He is a merciful, gracious God.

A desperate mother once approached Napoleon seeking a pardon for her son.  The Emperor replied that the young man had committed a certain offense twice and justice demanded death.

· “But I don’t ask for justice,” the mother explained.  “I am pleading for mercy.”

· “But your son does not deserve mercy,” Napoleon replied.

· “Sir,” the woman cried, “it would not be mercy if he deserved it, and mercy is all I ask for.”

· “Well then, I will have mercy.”  And he spared the woman’s son.

· Just remember… we don’t show mercy to get mercy… we show mercy b/c we have received mercy and b/c our Father is merciful.

· The 5th Beatitude, “Blessed are the merciful,” doesn’t teach that mercy to man brings mercy from man.

· Rather, being merciful to others releases God’s mercy on us.

In Mark 10:46-52 there is an amazing story of a man named Bartimaeus.  It was, as I mentioned a few weeks ago, a story that John Wimber loved to talk about. Let me read it you:

46 As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the city of Jericho, a blind man, named Bartimaeus was sitting by the roadside begging. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" 

48 Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" 

49 Jesus stopped and said, "Call him."  So they called to the blind man, "Cheer up! On your feet! He's calling you." 50 Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. 

51 "What do you want me to do for you?" Jesus asked him. The blind man said, "Rabbi, I want to see." 

52 "Go," said Jesus, "your faith has healed you." Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road. 

 When I read this passage… the scene just comes alive… this blind man, yelling over the crowds, crying out for Jesus.  

· Yet Bartimaeus, so incredibly aware of his own bankruptcy, cries out over and over again… desperate to make sure Jesus doesn’t leave without seeing Him.  He was desperate for Jesus’ touch.

· Keep in mind that Bartimaeus wasn’t the only blind person on that road out of Jericho.

· Both the physically and spiritually blind allowed Jesus to pass them by without crying out for His mercy.

· Yet Bartimaeus wouldn’t allow Jesus to pass him by.  He shouted out, “Jesus, have mercy on me”.

· In a moment, his cry was heard… and he was healed.

· Bartimaeus not only received Jesus’ lavish mercy… but was also transformed by it… as he then began to follow Jesus.

God is a merciful, compassionate God.  As His people, committed to embracing what Jesus said and doing what Jesus did, we need to reflect that mercy and compassion to the world around us.  We need to begin to…

1. See people with Jesus’ eyes  (see what He saw).

a. We know that “The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.  Man looks at the outward appearance but the Lord looks at the heart.”

b. How does Jesus view those around you… those who may have hurt you?  See them the way Jesus did.

2. Touch people where they hurt (feel what He felt).

a. What are the people around us going through… ask Him to help you feel what He feels when He looks at them.

b. Yet Jesus didn’t just feel compassion, He showed mercy.

c. When the man with leprosy came to Jesus, Jesus was not only filled with compassion, but He reached out His hand and touched the man.

i. That man needed healing… he also needed love and compassion… and touch!

