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Introduction to Galatians

January 13th, 2002

A few months ago I met my friend at the school he works at as the vice-principle.  We went into the cafeteria to get something to drink and decided to sit.  Rich had to attend to some business leaving me alone in the room with the custodian.

· I started talking with this man and immediately noticed his accent.  He was Albanian.  I asked him when he came to the US.

· He sat down and told me of his family’s unbelievable escape from Albania twenty years ago.

· How they hired drivers to take them as high up on the mountains as possible… and how they made the long trek toward the border… intense cold, sickness, exhaustion.

· He told me what it felt like to be free from one of the most restrictive nations in history.  He must have told that story a million times… though he was still moved by that first taste of freedom… and the anticipation of the new life they would live.

· It reminded me again just how much people yearn to be free.

This week, I want to begin a series from the book of Galatians… a letter than expresses so incredibly the reality of our liberty and freedom in Christ… 

· freedom from having to perform for God or to earn His love, 

· freedom from having to live according to the opinions and approval of others

· freedom from the grip and power of sin in our lives

For Martin Luther, the father of the Reformation, the book of Galatians was a Magna Carta for spiritual freedom and life.  He used to say that his relationship with Paul’s letter to the Galatians was like his relationship to his wife.

· He wrote, “The Epistle (or letter) of Galatians is my epistle. To it I am, as it were, wed.”

· Ok, that sounds a bit strange, but he was simply so gripped by its’ message that he came to love it.

· He loved it b/c thru it, he discovered that God’s plan of salvation came by grace thru faith, not thru the adherence of religious law.

· This simple realization, while writing a commentary on Galatians, birthed what we know today as the reformation.

What I want to do is to share with you some of the background behind this letter and then look at the first part of chapter one.  

<PRAY>

Paul’s letter (or epistle) to the Galatians was his first NT letter.  It was written around 49 AD...  soon after the end of his first missionary.

· In Acts 13, Paul was praying with some of the leaders of the Antioch church who collectively felt the Lord was calling Paul and Barnabbas to begin their ministry to the Gentiles.

· So, they set out first to Cyprus, and then to the region of Galatia, which is the south-central part of modern Turkey… to cities such as Derbe, Lystra, and Iconium.  

· Acts 13 says that while in these cities multitudes of Gentiles came to hear them preach… and large numbers of people came to Christ… and from them, churches were birthed in each of these cities.

· But it didn’t come without a price.  Paul and Barnabbas were badly beated in each of these places… once they were stoned and dragged out of the city half dead.

· Yet, they continued on, because of their great love for the peoples there and b/c they were desperate for them to know of the love of God and the freedom they could have in Him.

· After they left, they returned to Antioch to share with the church all that God had done… how God had done what he promised to do… to open the door of faith with the Gentiles (Acts 14:27).

While Paul was back in Antioch, he received word that a group of false teachers had come to the churches in Galatia, preaching what he calls in 1:6 “another gospel”, distorting the Gospel of Christ.

· So, who were these “false teachers?”  They were the Judaizers— an extremist Jewish faction within the church-- who believed and taught that Gentile Christians had to submit to Jewish laws and traditions in addition to believing in Jesus.

· In a way, it shouldn’t surprise us that some Jews felt this way.  As Jewish Christians, there was a tension they felt between their Jewishness, which put pressure on them to continue to follow the strict regulations of the law, and their newfound faith in Jesus, which invited them into a whole new freedom. 

· Most were able to come to grips with the fact that Jesus was the fulfillment of all the Mosaic law.  That salvation is by God’s grace thru faith in Jesus alone.

· But for the Judaizers salvation came by way of faith in Christ, PLUS fulfillment of the laws of Moses.

· This is why Paul says, in verse 6, that theirs was a “different gospel, which is really not another gospel”.

· The Good News is that thru faith in Jesus alone we can find eternal life.  For Paul, there was no good news in the Judaizer’s message… living back under the law was bad news!

In 5:1, Paul writes, “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”

· for Paul, how could their brand of the gospel be possibly thought of as good news?  It only substitutes one kind of slavery for another!

· Its like the teenager, or housewife, or businessman who begins to experience depression… and the pain is so bad that they start drinking too much or enter into an affair.  They might find freedom from their depression for a short moment… but at the end of the day, they have exchanged one form of slavery for a much more severe form.

· Paul knew Jesus’ words, that “if the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”

So, while in Antioch, these Judaizers began speaking at all the churches Paul had recently planted, challenging…

· These Judaizers publicly called into question Paul’s apostolic authority.  They would say things like, “he wasn’t one of the twelve”, “he didn’t walk with Jesus so obviously, he never really learned the true message of Jesus.”

· “He doesn’t have the kind of authority Peter, James, and John do… and so what has happened here is that Paul came without real authority preaching a message that he didn’t really understand.”

· They also challenged the message that Paul brought to them, claiming that it was an incomplete, second rate gospel.

· Salvation does come from Jesus’ death on the cross, BUT Paul neglected to tell you that there must be a following of Jewish law s/a circumcision… food laws, etc.

· And the reason Paul did this is b/c he knows that if he told you the truth, you wouldn’t want to be in the church.

· He’s just concerned with pleasing you in order to build a crowd.  Paul planted churches at the expense of the gospel.

Well, when news of this got to him, Paul became infuriated.  He sits down a writes this letter.  Keep in mind that in nearly every letter Paul has written, he spends time greeting various people in the church, thanking them and praising God for all they’ve done to advance the gospel.

· not this time.  Paul fires right out of the gate.  Can you picture him writing to this church he has just planted.  For whose sake he endured countless beatings and persecution?

· It’s one thing for a few pathetic people to come along and preach nonsense… but its another thing to have all your spiritual children believe these challenges against his authority and message.

· But don’t get the idea that Paul was writing to let off steam… he was writing because the ones he loved so much had abandoned the grace of God for the Mosaic Law… He knew what this would do in terms of their fellowship with the Father.

· He grabs the parchment of paper and his pen and from the first few words, begins to defend his authority, “Paul, an APOSTLE (not sent from men, nor through the agency of man, but thru Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised Him from the dead)

So, with that, Paul begins his letter, which would be circulated amongst all the churches of the area.  And in these first ten verses, the passage we’re going to look at this morning, Paul does three things… He explains his authority, He expresses His Anxiety, and he exposes his adversaries.  Let’s look at each of these.

· The first thing Paul does in this letter is to explain his authority by examining three things.

In verses 1-2 Paul explains his ministry.  To the accusation that he wasn’t a true apostle, Paul reminds them that apostleship isn’t a title offered by man but rather was something he was commissioned to by God.

· Paul was met by Jesus on the Damascus Rd… he beheld the risen Christ and spoke with Him… and was called by Jesus to be a light to the Gentiles.  God called Ananias, a leader of the church in Damascus, to meet Paul when he came.

· Of course he was fearful as Paul was known as a ruthless persecutor of the church.

· But God told Ananias in Acts 9:15, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles.”

· So, Paul had authority as one commissioned by Jesus Christ Himself

· He also had authority as one commissioned by Peter, James, and John, after Paul met with them in Jerusalem and shared all that the Lord had taught him.

· Lastly, he also had authority in the lives of the Galatians as the one who planted their churches!

· Paul is the one who brought the message of life… and he loved them!

· He so desperately wanted them to know the freedom that is in Christ.  How could they turn in their freedom, all that he taught and demonstrated to them, for the bondage of the law… the very thing Jesus came to set us free from!

· his ministry was to see them embrace what he calls the “law of liberty”.

· So he writes to them four times to “be free”!  “It is for freedom that Christ set you free”.

Next, in verses 3-4, Paul explains his message.  No sooner does he state his authority as an apostle, does he share the very heart of the Gospel… “Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us out of this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father…”

· He has to start off with the Gospel… b/c it was the gospel these Judaizers were challenging.

· That Jesus Christ gave Himself for our sins so that thru Him, we can have forgiveness of sins and an eternal intimate relationship with the Father.

· And this comes by His grace…by His unmerited favor toward those wholly undeserving.  Paul said that it is by “grace you have been saved thru faith; and that not of yourselves, it is a gift of God, not as a result of works.”
We’re not saved as a result of our works… that is what changed Martin Luther’s life… what changed the Apostle Paul’s life.  Grace isn’t about what we do… but what we could never do without Him. 

· Grace is opposed to our own performance.  We can’t do anything to make God love us one drop more than He does now.

· If you b/c the holiest person on the planted…

· B/c a missionary to the remotest part of the earth

· If you gave away all your money to the poor…. It wouldn’t make God love you any more than He does now.

· I’ve said it so many times… there is nothing we can do or stop doing to make Him love us any more or less than He does right now.

· Grace is given to us apart from our performance.

· But the Galatians had a problem when it came to grace.  Let me give you an illustration…

Right now in America, there are several million people each year filing for bankruptcy… though, as common as it is, it is a painful process for those forced to do it… it isn’t something they would likely tell anyone but their closest friends.

· but the truth is, that spiritual bankruptcy is an even greater problem.  Spiritual bankruptcy comes when we realize we can’t do anything in our own strength… when we realize that our own words and works can’t ever save us.

· the first step to God is declaring spiritual bankruptcy… life is out of control, you know you can’t fix it… you’ve tried everything to help your marriage, to deal with your brokenness, but you are no better off than when you started. 

· Declaring spiritual bankruptcy starts by saying “Oh God, I need You.” 

You may know a little about bankruptcy.  If you do, then you know that there are two types in America… Chapter 11.

· Where you can’t pay your bills… you just need some time to make changes, some relief from the creditors.  

· But the hope in chapter 11 is simply to buy time… and then to get out of bankruptcy.

· Chapter 7, on the other hand is a permanent bankruptcy… out of business… taking the signs off the wall.  Throwing your arms in the air… I blew it, I can’t fix it.

· Your debts are then paid for you… and you b/c free from that debt.

· The point to all of this is that the Galatians declared chapter 11… temporary bankruptcy.  After a while, they learned to be self-sufficient again, and took their attention away from the grace of God, and began paying attn to their own works.

· Are you a chapter 11 or chapter 7 believer?

· God wants us at the place where all we can do is to declare our utter dependence upon His grace alone… recognizing that our own works can do nothing.

The Galatians turned from that.  And so Paul writes to them in 1:6, “I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different Gospel.”  

· Now Paul expresses his anxieties and his frustration over the fact that they were deserting the grace of God… deserting the riches of His truth for the poverty of their lie…  abandoning liberty for legalism.

· They were perverting the Gospel by adding to it. 

· Girl at B/N who spoke about Jesus and the goddess

· Remember, they never said they didn’t believe in Jesus… but that Jesus wasn’t enough… the cross wasn’t enough.  What a lie.  

Yet this lie didn’t stop with Judaizers.  Thru Christian history, people have claimed the same thing… Christ plus.  Christ plus baptism saves you… Christ plus the sacraments save you.

· though they aren’t as dramatic, you hear things like Christ plus the KJV makes you a real believer… Christ plus speaking in tongues… Christ plus no drinking, dancing, and movies.

· We simply can not add anything to the equations… that salvation comes to us by faith thru Jesus b/c of His grace

· Is there anything you are adding to the equation?

· Jesus+ reading the Bible an hour a day (makes me a real believer)

· Jesus+ my never sinning in this area again (makes me a real believer)

· When we say that something needs to be added BY US to the equation in order for us to “really be saved” then we’re not living in our freedom.

· Because Freedom begins by declaring bankruptcy… by recognizing that it is only be His grace that we live and breathe and have our being.

The fallout from this was that these baby churches were, as verse 7 says, “troubled”.  The words troubled or disturbed aren’t nearly strong enough.  

· NIV does better, translating it, “they were thrown into confusion”.

· This was the word used to describe how the disciples were feeling while in the midst of the storm.  It’s the word that described Herod’s reaction to the news that a new kind had been born.

· The Galatian church was really torn over this… and, in a very real way, it was falling apart.

· This new teaching robbed them of their joy and peace.

· It’s not hard to understand why they were feeling so torn up.  You see, a live lived in grace leads to a life of peace… but they given up that peace for the rules and regulations of Jewish law… and came again under the yoke of the law.

So Paul Explains His Authority, Expresses His Anxiety, and now we will see him Exposing his Adversaries.

· Like a father protecting his children, Paul is fighting for the spiritual life of his children… exposing them for the false teachers they are.  

· These men who accuse Paul of compromising the Gospel to fit the Gentiles… that all Paul is, is just a people-pleaser… so much of a people-pleaser that he chose to preach to angry crowds… he walked into towns knowing he’d be beaten up.  

· Did these Judaizers put their lives on the line?  Of course not.

· Paul was not someone who lived to please others… but lived with the understanding that in Christ, he was pleasing to God… and lived a life that reflected that.

· In verse 10 he writes, “For am I now seeking the favor of men or of God? Or am I striving to please men?  If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.”

· How can you be a sold-out servant of Christ and a servant of people at the same time?

· Paul didn’t play politics… but preached a message handed down to him by Jesus Himself.

We need to learn from this...  be/c many problems have been birthed in the church and in our hearts b/c of our need to please people.

· Are we moved by a motivation of pleasing people?  Do you live subject to the opinions and preferences of others rather than the opinion of God?

· Central theme of Galatians is freedom… but not just freedom from Jewish Law but also freedom from having to constantly live under the “law”, under the rule and thumb of other people.

· From having to always fulfill what other people’s expectations, opinions, preferences, and prejudices are.

There was a cartoon in a Christian magazine… took place in a Christian home.  The wife says to her husband, “God loves you and people have a wonderful plan for your life.”

· There are always people who want to tell you how you should function, what you should do… God wants to bring you into freedom.

· Do we need to be approved of… respected by… significant in the eyes of…

· If what is driving you in your relationships is your need for this or that, then again, God wants to bring you freedom.
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