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Growing in Our Knowledge of Him 
Ephesians 1:15-22; March 2nd, 2003

I heard a story recently about the great newspaper tycoon, William Randolph Hearst.  One of the wealthiest men of his time, Hearst spent a large fortune collecting art treasures from around the world. (At his peek, 1930s, he owned 28 newspapers and 18 magazines!)
· One day, he decided that there were several paintings that he needed to add to his collection at any cost.  And so, he sent out one of his associates throughout Europe to find them and purchase them.

· After months of searching, the man reports to Hearst that the paintings had been found… in one of Hearst’s own warehouses!

· He spent tens of thousands of dollars searching for the treasures that sat in a storage room on his own estate.

· What we’ve seen so far in Ephesians is that this is one of the central themes Paul is addressing… that the real treasures in life aren’t things we need to search for… but things that already belong to us in Christ. 

· Verse 3:  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.”
When you read this passage, from verses 3-14, understand that while Paul is looks at the many blessings that come to us because we belong to Jesus… the ultimate blessing is Jesus Himself.  

· In fact, not only does Paul use the expression, “in Christ”, eleven times in this passage, he uses it about 165 times in his other letters as well.

· What does that say?  That the greatest blessing we have in this life is Jesus… and that the greatest blessing we’ll have in eternity is, as we read in Rev. 22, that we’ll see Him face to face!

· And so, with his heart overflowing with love for Jesus, he begins his letter to the Ephesians with this hymn of praise that goes, as a single uninterrupted sentence, till verse 14.

· Then, starting in verse 15 thru 23, he moves from Praise to a Prayer.  

Throughout Scripture, we so often see praise preceding prayer.   In the Lord’s Prayer, for example, we see the disciples asking Jesus to teach them how to pray.

· And so He starts, “Our Father in Heaven, hallowed by Thy name.”  

· I share this b/c it is so important for us to understand that, even in our own lives, the foundation for effective prayer is praise. 

· Even on Sunday mornings, we start with praise… Praise for who He is, what He has done, what He has said is true about us, what he wants to give… 

· We need to know who He is before we can come to Him with a request.

Like going to a bank.  You’ve got money in there, but you really don’t know how it all works.  So, for the first time, you get in line to see the teller.  

· “You don’t know me, you probably don’t want to give me money.  I swear, if you give me money today, I’ll never ask you for it again.  

· Do you have any money?  Even if you do, you probably don’t want to give me any… just give me half… a quarter.”   

· That’s how we come to God… squeamish… unsure.

· The reason we can approach God in prayer is because we know just how much He loves us… we know His Word where we’re told that we can approach Him in boldness and confidence.

The foundation for prayer is praise.  Make praise, then, a significant part of what you do through your day.  Throw in a worship CD while your driving (keep your hands on the wheel).  

· There’s nothing you can do to strengthen your capacity to pray more than spending more time in praise.

· Even in the car, you can pray through the Lord’s Prayer for example…  

· “Our Father in Heaven’… Thank you for being my Father… thank you for your love and protection… for making me and caring for me…  For disciplining me in love.  Help to honor you as my Father.  Help the world know You as their Father… Help me to be a better Father to my kids… to the church… ‘Hollowed be Thy Name.” Mat 6:9.

· Our worship, our praise… is so important.  Folks… that’s why I want to encourage you all, as a regular habit, to come to church on time.  Don’t miss even a few minutes of worship… forget the bagels… come in and praise Him, adore Him, and thank Him.  

Let’s go back now & read the passage we’re going to walk through this morning:  1:15-23.

PRAY

Paul starts off with, “For this reason…”  Based on all that I just said about the treasures and inheritance that are ours in Christ… Now, I’m going to pray that that you can grasp the depth of what that means to you.  

· It’s not enough that we know about these treasures, about these spiritual blessings… we need to walk in them each and every day.

· So, while affirming what he had heard about them… in terms of the faith with which they live their lives and the love they have for one another, 

· Paul says to them in verse 16, “I have never stopped thanking God for you. I pray for you constantly.”  

· And what does he pray for?  He asks “God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you (them) spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you (they) might grow in your (their) knowledge of God.”

Paul desperately wants the Ephesian believers… for us… to understand just what it is that leads us into deeper intimacy with the Father each and every day.  

· So he prays for spiritual wisdom and understanding so that we might grow in our knowledge of God.

· Let me ask you something?  What would you say is our essential problem as human beings?  

· What makes us stuck in this life… going around the same track of self-defeating behavior… having the same negative conversation 400x… in the same kind of relationship again… etc.  What keeps us stuck?  In our overeating, unforgiveness?

· All of us to some degree are stuck… going around the same track… hitting the same hurdles.  
Both Paul & many philosophers even today would say that the problem is lack of knowledge…  You don’t know what you need to know.  READ vs. 17.  
· Paul challenges them later in 4:17 not to walk any longer like the Gentiles who live in ignorance. 

· But even though the Philosophers might agree with Paul that the problem is ignorance, there is a big difference b/t Paul & them.

· You see, the answer for the Philosophers is, “know thyself.”  But for Paul, the answer lies ultimately in “knowing Him”.

People spend years in counseling learning more about themselves… learning about destructive patterns, we spend time uncovering the levels of issues in our lives… studying ourselves.  

· We take personality tests, gift tests, take the “know yourself” tests in magazines, etc.  

· Nothing wrong with learning more about ourselves… getting to the root of how we think and feel. 

· But, those things are Secondary to knowing what is most important.  You can know yourself perfectly… and yet never get unstuck.  

· For Paul, what we need to know is GOD!

I like how the NIV translates the end of verse 17:  “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.”

· Not that you may know yourself better, your spouse better, your family background better… but God better!  That’s Paul’s heart in Phil 3:10, “That I may know Him…”
· Jesus said, “This is eternal life… that they may know You.”  (Jn 17:3)
· What is missing in our lives is that we don’t know God the way we need to!  

· I’m not talking about knowing more about Him… but knowing Him better… more intimately today than yesterday. 

· In fact, the word for knowing is gnosis.  But Paul attaches the preposition epi, to give the word epignosis… a “real, deep, full, intimate knowledge.”

Well, how do you know God better?  It’s not the same as learning how to build a deck in your back… or making Malaysian food.  You can’t just search the net or attend a lecture.  Paul says in verse 17 that you need the HOLY SPIRIT.  

· Apart from the SPIRIT of wisdom and revelation, you cannot know spiritual reality… 

· You won’t grasp the meaning of the cross, meaning of God’s love… 

· That’s why brilliant people can read the Bible and get nothing out of it.  That’s why really smart people can look at the cross and feel nothing.  We need the Holy Spirit.

· Jesus said in Mat. 13:3, “people see what I do, but do not see.  They hear what I say, but they do not hear, and they don’t understand.”   

· Jesus said that unless a person is born again by the Spirit, he cannot see the KoG. 

· Without the Holy Spirit, it’s like we’re color blind.  We can see figures and shapes, but not the life behind it.  Only by the Spirit can we see God… only thru the Spirit can we know Him better.

Then, in verse 18, Paul continues, saying, “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and the incredible greatness of His power for us who believe in Him.”
KNOW THE HOPE OF OUR CALLING:  

A number of years ago, off the coast of Massachusetts, a ship rammed an S-4 submarine.  The sub sank before anyone could escape.  The entire crew was trapped.  Ships rushed to the scene of the disaster, but there was nothing any of them could do.

· They were forced to watch and wait.  Soon, divers were sent down to evaluate the tragic situation. 

· One man put his helmeted ear against the vessel and listened for any sounds.  

· What he heard was someone tapping in Morse code.  B/c he knew Morse code, he could decipher the message.  It was “Is there any hope?”

· All around us people are asking that question… they certainly were in Paul’s day there in Ephesus.

· Circumstances can weigh so heavy till some just give up in despair… health and financial problems, unexpected tragedies, and uncertainties about life cause people to cry out, “Is there any hope?”

Have you ever spoken with someone who truly had no hope left inside of them.  It is a terrible place to be… the loneliness, depression, and fear.

· And so, Paul is prays for them… for us… that we could not only know Him more intimately, but that we would understand the Hope of our Calling in Jesus.

· He’s not praying that they would place their hope in their circumstance… or their president or other world powers…

· But that they would know the hope of their calling… and that is, as Paul had just finished sharing with them: 

· The Presence of the Spirit in our lives today… and

· The incredible inheritance we will one day share with God in eternity…

· No more tears, no more pain, no more fear, no more shame!

It was this hope that transformed an old, weak couple, way past the age of bearing children, and allowed that man, Abraham, to become a Father of Multitudes.

· It was this hope that allowed Jacob, once a deceitful manipulating man, to bear the name and title of Israel… prince of God.

· It was this hope that got inside an angry, rough man, Simon Peter and allowed his words to be the rock on which Jesus would build His church.

· And it is this hope… with all of our sins, failures, and doubts, that allows Him to call you a child of God… holy and blameless (1:4)

RICHES OF HIS INHERITANCE IN THE SAINTS

First he prays that they would understand the riches of their calling… of their inheritance… AND NOW, he prays that they would know the riches of HIS inheritance in the saints.

· Notice that it doesn’t say, “our inheritance,” but “HIS inheritance.”

· What Paul is praying for here is that they understand the degree to which they are His inheritance!

· Did you know that God calls us His inheritance over 20x in the Bible!  When you come to Jesus… there are so many blessings we receive (in 3-14)!!!!!  

What does God get out of this deal… we get forgiveness, blessings, riches, etc.  What does God get?  YOU… WE ARE ALL GOD EVER WANTED.  

· You and Me?  Is that all gets?  That’s like going to the reading of the will and finding out that you inherited Auntie’s 1974 green Ford Pinto.  That’s it?  

· We don’t understand the worth we  have to God… we view ourselves as 1974 Pintos.  We view ourselves as junk.  That’s why I shared what I did last week… to show you what all of human history is really about… and that is God’s Pursuit of YOU AND ME!   You need to know just how much God values you.

· With all the incredible majesty of God’s creation… the truth is… all of that was just for you. You are all He ever wanted… you are the crown jewel of His creation. 

Those of you who wrestle with anger… you get so angry with yourself.  But God saw what no one else saw… when you kept your words to yourself when that person hurt you last week.  

· God saw those of you who may be wrestling with pornography… how you clicked off your computer and chose to turn away from sin.  

· God saw you when you chose to end that destructive relationship.  

· God saw you, how hard you worked the other day taking care of the kids, cleaning the house, doing the laundry, making dinner for your husband who came home not noticing any of what you did.  

· God sees things in you no one else does… 

· God sees that pearl in you when all you see is a dirty shell.  You are God’s inheritance.  You are, as He says in Malachi 3:17, His treasured possession!

KNOW THE POWER TOWARD US WHO BELIEVE:

Paul isn’t simply praying that we know more about God’s power… but that we would know the “exceeding greatness of His power in us!” 

· He isn’t praying that God would give them power to make it in this world.  He is praying that they would KNOW the power that has ALREADY been given!

· “I pray that you who feel you are too week…you who feel the tug and pressures of the world… you who feel so dominated by spiritual attack… that you would KNOW the GREAT POWER that is at work in you.”
· Look at the language Paul is using here…

“I pray that they eyes of your heart may be enlightened so that you would know the exceedingly great power for us who believe.”   The word power is dunamis… where we get dynamite!

“That power is like the working of his mighty strength.”  Working = energeia (energy) = inward power.   Mighty = kratos = ability to conquer.  Strength = ischus = powerful force.
The One who made the very things the Ephesians were worshipping… the sun, moon, stars… all of the power with which he thought those things into existence… is already yours. 

· He shakes the pillars of the world, can split an atom thousands of times, He raises great mountains and creates deep canyons… 

· Paul says… 

“That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20 which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 

Paul uses the resurrection and ascension of Jesus as the most profound illustration of the power of God.  

· He doesn’t look at creation or the Second Coming of Jesus… but rather Jesus’ Resurrection and Ascension.  

· WHY?  B/c in the Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus, God comes against what has always been the great obstacle of humanity… death.

· Death is that one thing we’ve never been able to conquer… it comes to everyone… the rich, poor, young, old… no matter what you do and how you live, death will come. 

· And yet, on that incredible day, when Jesus went to Calvary, God conquered not only Satan, but sin and death. 

· “Death is swallowed up in victory.  O death, where is your victory?  Where is your sting?”  1 Cor 15:54-55.  (Eg.  Diana, one year ago)

· And so, what Paul is saying is that this same power… that raised Jesus from the dead, seated Him at the right hand of God, established him far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and put all things in subjection under his feet…

· This same power is available to you.

If God has dealt with that great enemy of mankind, death… by raising Jesus from the dead and raising Him above all powers, then KNOW that He CAN help you with your chronically bad marriage… 

· He can give you strength as you walk through sickness

· Strength as you deal with family… anger, fear, your past…

· He can give you wisdom in youth… and strength in old age; 

· He can give you the strength to walk in purity 

· Strength to find victory over that addiction… strength to get unstuck in life…and freed to live an abundant life enjoying all the spiritual blessings that are ours in Jesus.

He didn’t just choose us, adopt us, redeem us, forgive us, make us His heirs, and seal us with His Spirit so that He can send us off on our own.

· He did all of that, so that he can have you just where He always wanted to have you… on His lap with His arms wrapped tightly around you.  

· In Phil 3:10, Paul shared how his passion was to know Jesus.  

· God wants us to know Him… He wants us to know more profoundly who He is, what He’s like, how He feels toward us.

· He has, as Jeremiah said, “loved us with an everlasting love.”

· “I want to know You Jesus… I want to know You More!”  I’m sorry for pushing you to the background of my life.  Forgive me for pursuing everything but you.  I’ve tried every key to open this lock… except you.  Give me the Holy Spirit… unlock spiritual truth to me… unlock deeper intimacy toward you.  I really need to know You God.”

COMMUNION
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