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God’s Amazing Grace

November 3, 2002

During communion, I shared the story of John Newton’s encounter with God’s Amazing Grace.  The reason why the song became the world’s most sung hymn is because it resonates within each of us.

· This morning, I want to look at another story of God’s amazing grace through the eyes of a man name Zacchaeus.

· Turn with me to Luke, chapter 19:1-10.  Read.

· Just before entering the town of Jericho Jesus heals a blind man named Bartimeaus.  Everyone was amazed.  By this time most people had already heard about Jesus… and one of those people who had no doubt been hearing so much about Jesus was a wealthy tax collector named Zacchaeus.

Zacchaeus was not only a tax collector… it says that he was the chief tax collector, which, in the eyes of his fellow Jews, made him twice as bad.

· The Romans didn’t have a civil service, so they would sell the right to collect taxes to whomever could afford it.

· The Romans liked it b/c they collected money up front from these people, and the tax collectors got to overcharge the people, keeping all the extra money for themselves.

· When people couldn’t afford to pay their taxes, they would be forced to take a loan from the tax collector at exorbitant rates.

· So, its no wonder why they were hated.  But as much as they were disliked for what they did, a deeper reason why people disliked them so much is b/c they were seen as betraying their own people… collaborating with those whom they saw as their captures, not their friends.

· They were seen much the same way as some in France, for example were seen in WWII, who chose to collaborate with the Nazis in exchange for favors.

So, how did this collaborator, loan shark, tax collector, become a recipient of God’s Amazing grace?

· Though, as vs. 2 says, he was one of the most influential person in the tax-collection business, he felt drawn to see Jesus for himself.

· He tried to see him as he entered into the city, but b/c he was so short, he climbed up a sycamore tree, so he could get a better view.

· Needless to say, he was a pretty resourceful person… he’d have to be to be in the position he was.

· So, he uses that business savvy and drive, albeit a criminal business savvy and drive, to meet Jesus.

The reason that catches my attention is b/c it is can be challenging for us to bring in that same energy and savvy we employ at work or at school, into our spiritual lives.

· I do understand… in that we only have a limited amount of time and energy.

· But with all affection, and I speak this into my own life as well, we just don’t bring that passion into our spiritual lives.

· Even if we put 10% of that into nurturing our spiritual lives, I think we’d all be different people.

· If we take all that energy that drives us to garage sales weekend after weekend… all that “craziness” on the football field or soccer field…into building our relationship with Jesus, we’d be walking in far greater intimacy that we are now.

Even for us as parents… we can so easily get caught up in this trap that the most important thing we can do for our kids is to make sure they’re in one more activity.

· but the best thing you can offer your kids is a compelling, authentic relationship with Jesus… so authentic and real that your kids are drawn into the same thing.

· What we see in Luke 19, however, is that Zacchaeus uses that same business savvy and drive in order to meet Jesus on that road that day.

And what strikes me here is how he seems to refuse to let his fear of what others would think keep him from seeing who Jesus was.

· You would think that for a prominent man like Zacchaeus, climbing up in a tree like he did would be something only a kid would do.

· You’d also think that in Zacchaeus’ social circle, it wouldn’t be politically correct for him to strike up a relationship with this itinerant teacher.  But he did.

· You see, one of the things that holds people back from having a relationship with Jesus is that your social circle may not approve.

· Maybe those in your family or social circle, for example, say that religion is fine… but only in small doses… “your getting too into this… don’t get fanatical.”

· I’ve heard people say things like, “religion is a private matter”, which to me, is translated, “religion should affect your outward life… go to church on Sunday… but don’t let it affect you.

One of the costs of having a relationship with Jesus is the cost of loosing respect in the eyes of people whose respect you may really want.

· You may have prided yourself as one who is an independent thinker, a logical person, even making fun of people like Zacchaeus, but, at the end of the day, it is Zacchaeus who is sitting down eating a meal with Jesus.

· Somehow, we need to learn how to “come out of the closet” as Christians without looking too religious.  But one way or another, there will be cost in that someone whose respect you may want, may think you’re a little crazy.

· In Zacchaeus, we see someone willing to take that risk.

And what do we see in Jesus?  READ vs 5-7.  

· In Jesus, we see a willingness to reach out to someone others had completely given us on.

· Jesus wasn’t interested in popularity.  It says that the crowds were displeased… and were grumbling over His decision to eat with Zacchaeus.  

· But, did he change His mind after doing some polling?  No! He went, as vs 7 says, to be the guest of a notorious sinner!

· But Jesus didn’t give up on Him.  In a way, he’s like the perpetual drug addict who begs, borrows, and steals…always promising to quit… but always going back on the drugs.  Everyone gives up on him… except Jesus.

· I shared last week from Is. 42… about the “bruised reed” which Jesus will not break or the “smoldering wick”, which Jesus will not snuff out.  We see that that word being lived out.

Do you know anyone who’s been given up on?  Someone in your class… someone at work?  Have you been given up on by someone you care about?

· Maybe some are living lives you know you shouldn’t be living

· Caught up in a string of bad choices and now you can’t believe you could ever have that intimacy with Jesus back.

But that’s the Amazing Grace!  That there is no one in this world beyond recovery.  Jesus doesn’t give up on those we may give up on… and He wont give up on you.

· Corrie Ten Boon once wrote, “No hole we can fall in  is so deep that God’s love isn’t deeper still.”

· READ vs 9-10

· The Amazing Grace of Jesus is that Zacchaeus was that he was found by Jesus… considered lost by everyone else… and couldn’t be found by anyone but Jesus.

· “The Son of May came to seek and save those like him who are lost!”

The Bible defines each and every one of us as lost… like sheep who nibbled their way further and further away from their God.

· When you think of being lost… don’t think of that man standing alone at a bus stop with an old backpack and old pair of sandals.

· Lost has as much to do with that person with the 4 bedroom house and SUV and pension plan

· One recent poll said that 50% of Americans have no guiding philosophy of life.

· And half of the other 50% are just making theirs up as they go.

· Sometimes you can accidentally overhead people speaking at Barnes and Noble or Starbucks about spiritual or philosophical things (eavesdropping).

· Maybe some buy into Woody Hayes’ philosophy of “Pay it Forward”

· “Being able to look in a mirror and feed good about yourself.

· If it feels good, do it.  If it doesn’t hurt anyone else, it’s ok.

· Do you have a philosophy of life that is so compelling that it can draw even your kids away from pre-marital sex?  So real and strong that it directs you at work or at school?

The wonderful things about Jesus is that He comes into the lives of those whom others have given up on… those lost in academia, politics, religion…

· Look at vs 5.  “Quick, come down!  For I must be a guest in your home today!”

· Jesus comes to them and invites Himself in!

· You hear the phrase, “have you invited Jesus into your life?”  But understand that it is Jesus inviting us.  “I must come to your house today!  I want in!  I want into your home, business, relationship, marriage, plans, and your imagination.  

· The decision is whether we will welcome Him in.

· In verse 6 we read that Zacchaeus “welcomed Him gladly.”

Is there an area of your life where you sense Jesus saying, “I’d like to come in?”

· And maybe, in response to that, you’ve been saying, “Thanks… but I’ll take care of this one alone.”  “I’ll tackle this relationship.” 

· Sometimes we can really buy into that idea that Jesus is just a crutch… and so we decide that we need to do it on our own.

· That’s an option.

· But, Jesus is saying to you… to all of us… that He’d like to come in and speaking life where there is death, speak joy where there is mourning..

· When He went into Zacchaeus’ house, what did He do?  Did he order him to rearrange all his furniture?  No… he sat with Him… and loved Him.

· By receiving Jesus into His home, Zacchaeus experienced such Amazing Grace

If you want to experience what Zacchaeus did… what John Newton did… that simply welcome Jesus in.

· There’s no complicated theology here… Just a simple response to Jesus’ invitation that can open the door to experiencing Jesus’ grace.

· “Jesus, I welcome you into my worried and anxieties and insecurities.  I welcome you into the life of my family… we all need you.  I welcome you into all the “what-ifs” in my life… from my love life, my calling, work…”

· I welcome you into my financial, marital, parenting, school problems!

· And if you have never done so… “I welcome you into my life”.

· Have you welcomed Him?

I’m not at all big on spiritual formulas.  But here’s one that it always true… and yet, b/c we don’t grab hold of it, we often fail to experience the Amazing Grace of God.

· John 1:12 says, “Yet to all who received (or welcome) him, to those who believed in his name,(to them) he gave the right to become children of God- 

· So, the formula is BELIEVE in Jesus… and RECEIVE (welcome) Jesus.  And the result is that we enter into the kind of relationship with God we were always meant to have.

· 90% of Americans believe that Jesus is the Son of God.  But will 90% say that Jesus has effected their home life, their relationships, their marriage?  No.

· So, where’s the Amazing Grace?

Yes… you need to believe that Jesus really does love you and that He came to died on the cross for your sins… that God transferred the punishment our sin deserved onto Jesus and transferred the righteousness Jesus deserved, on to us… and that Jesus rose from the dead… conquering sin and death.

· But we need to add to that BELIEF… our “Welcoming Jesus”.

· Some of you may not have welcomed Jesus.  Maybe today is the day you need to say yes when you have been saying no.

· If you’ve already done that, perhaps you need to respond to Jesus’ invitation and welcome Him back into areas of your life, where you have shut Him out.

Before John Newton died, he wrote his own epitaph, which reads, “Once and infidel and libertine, a servant of slaves in Africa, was, by the rich mercy of our Savior Jesus Christ, preserved, restored, and pardoned.”

· Jesus is inviting Himself over… the only decision we need to make is to invite Him in.

· And as we do, you will find yourself caught off guard once again over just how Amazing His Grace really is… time after time after time.

· Amen

RESPONSE:

If you’ve put up a “no entry sign to Jesus in any part of your life, will you open your heart?

If you feel you need to welcome Him into your life…

· If you haven’t experienced the transforming grace of Jesus.

· Perhaps you did at one time but again nibbled your way from His love and grace.

If you are struggling with a fear of social disapproval…

If you feel you are being held back b/c there is someone’s approval your really need…

Influences:  Luke 19.  Rich Nathan’s Sermon on Zacchaeus.

