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From Slavery to Sonship: Galatians 3:23-4:11

February 10, 2002

Before continuing on in our series on Galatians, let’s first transport ourselves back a few thousand years to the region of Galatia… where Paul and Barnabbas had come to share the Good News that the Messiah had come… that One had come…

· to set prisoners free, to bring release to the captives, to give sight to the blind

· that thru faith in Him, they could experience God’s love, peace, and acceptance.

· We read in Acts 13-14 that many gave their hearts to Jesus. And though it nearly cost Paul his life, churches were planted throughout the cities of Galatia… in Derbe, Iconium, and Lystra.

· With things going so well, Paul decides to return to his home church in Antioch to tell them all the amazing things God had done amongst the Galatians… how proud he was of them.

Then, one day, knocking at Paul’s door, came a letter explaining that a group of so-called believers, known as the Judaizers, had come to Galatia, telling the believers that the way to real salvation, real acceptance was not simply faith in Jesus, but the fulfillment of Jewish law s/a circumcision, dietary laws, and the observance of all the Jewish holidays and festivals.

· To be really loved and accepted by God they’d need to stop eating all those pork chops, they’d have to start circumcising their sons, they’d need to celebrate Jewish holidays… holidays that simply had no meaning in their culture.

· Paul must have been blown away, not that people were out there teaching this stuff, but that the Galatians had come to believe it… that they so quickly gave up their newfound freedom and joy in Jesus for the bondage of the law.

· Paul’s letter to the Galatians is his response to that letter he had received.  Last time, looked at how Paul tried to lead them back into their freedom in Christ by encouraging them to look at their experience… the joy they had felt back then… the miracles they had seen… and the freedom they had experienced… and how all that was beginning to fade.

This week I want to focus on the second part of Paul’s argument where Paul is going to explain to the Galatians what the real purpose of the Law was… and how their embracing Jewish Law was anything but a step forward.   

PRAY

Once again, we are going to see Paul going right after the very heart of the Judaizer’s teaching… the idea that by following not only Jesus but Jewish law they can find true salvation… true acceptance by God.    

· He’s going to show them how impossible this is by explaining to them what the function of the law really was.

· In the section of Paul’s letter that we’re looking at this morning, 3:23-4:11, Paul answers the question that he posed in verse 19, “What, then, is the purpose of the Law?”  

· If it isn’t to bring salvation, as the Judaizers claim, than what was it supposed to do?  Paul then gives us several answers… that the law was designed to do several things…

1. The law was given to condemn us (vs 19).  The law was “added” not to forgive our sins but to expose our sins and all of its ugliness.  

· The Galatians had it backwards… they were taking what was designed to prove them as sinners to prove themselves holy.  So, while the law was designed to condemn, they were using it as a ladder to get to heaven.

· The law is like that light that exposes the dark places in all of us… bringing to light all the jealousy, anger, impurity.

· It’s like a thermometer that tells you that you’re sick.  You wake up in the morning, you don’t feel quite right… you put that thermometer in your mouth and realize how sick you really are.

· Thru all these things, the law is designed to not only expose the darkness and sickness but to send us running to the Great Physician.

You see, to come to Christ, there needs to come a time when we come face to face with the law… that thing that exposes our sinfulness… causing us to look to the only One who can really help us.

· we need to see that our fundamental problem isn’t the job you don’t like or the kid who can’t sleep, but our own internal corruption.

· We need to understand that if our family background was perfect… if your mom and dad were the best parents ever, if we were raised in a perfect world, we would still need Jesus b/c we were, before Jesus, corrupt and incapable of earning your own salvation.

· Only as the law exposes our deep corruption will we begin to cry out for His mercy and grace.  And, to the degree that we understand this depravity, is the degree to which we understand that we had nothing to do with our salvation.

So, the idea of the law being something that can bring salvation makes no sense.  In Romans 3:20, Paul writes, “Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.”

· When people claim, “keeping the Ten Commandments can save us,” they are expressing something entirely different than God’s true intent for the law.

· In 1 Tim 1:8 Paul says that “we know that the law is good if one uses it properly.”  There is a proper use and an improper use of the law.  

· The lawful use is to reveal sin and cause us to see our need for a Savior

· The unlawful use is to try to achieve salvation thru the keeping of the law… and that is where the Judaizers were leading the Galatian believers.

· They were leading the Galatians into life of trying to fulfill a law that no one could fulfill… b/c no one can keep every point of the law.

2. But Paul not only says that the law was designed to condemn, he says it was also designed to be a prison (vs 23).  “We were held prisoners by the law.”

· What is the purpose of a prison?  It is to get bad people off the streets so that they can no longer hurt us or take from us.

· God looked at the world and saw corruption… and chose to “lock us up” to “hem us in” in order to keep us from doing more harm.

· But the truth is, prisons often don’t change people.  We’ve tried to change this by changing the name from prison to “correctional facility”.  But, the sad truth is that when someone is released from prison, they often commit the same crime they were arrested for 10 years earlier.

· What prison does then is simply to deny someone the opportunity to do what they would otherwise have wanted to do.  It keeps us hemmed in, thru external means, in the hopes of keeping us from following thru with the impure thoughts we often have.

· So, what effect did the law have on the Pharisees?  Were they transformed by the law?  No!

This is where the law is so ineffective.  We may say to ourselves, “I want to change in this area… I want to be more like Jesus,” so we load ourselves up with laws and rules.  All you are doing is denying yourself the opportunity to sin in that area.  EMPTY RELIGION!

· Here’s an example.  Maybe you’re dating and you make it a rule never to have a person of the opposite sex in the room with you while the door is closed.  That’s a good rule, right?  Of course it is.

· What that does is attempt to deny you the opportunity to sin.  And, again, that is good.

· But it doesn’t cause real change.  So, while we should have rules like that to “hem” us in, Jesus is working to transform us so that our desire is more to honor and bless others rather than to satisfy the flesh.

Look at it thru the perspective of parenting.  We all want our children to love Jesus and truly desire that they be godly.  

· And how we tend to go about this is to fence them in.  So we say, “don’t play with Johnny… he’s bad; don’t pierce that part of your body… don’t wear those clothes…”

· Our rules and regulations are well intentioned.  In fact, we need to establish rules.   BUT, here’s the problem.

· If that is all our kids have gotten from us… then when they turn 18, they will take off into the world.

· If you want proof of this, then visit any freshman dorm on any campus in the US!  In one respect, you really can’t blame the college… b/c all it does is afford the child more opportunities to express what was in their hearts.

· Rules will ultimately NOT effect the kind of godliness you desire in your kids heart.

Our focus, as parents, must always be their hearts.  What we need to aim for is internalizing the truth of who God is in their hearts.

· How do we do this?  No idea!  I only know that we can shape the environment and set up all kids of fences, but we can’t change another person’s heart.

· But with this, we find ourselves compelled to fall on our knees in dependence upon the Father.  Driven to cry out knowing that only the Father can change our hearts… only He can give them a passion for Jesus.

· We need to remember this… that we should never simply pray for God to change our kids’ behavior… but their hearts.  To change their hearts so that His joy is their strength, that their joy is in honoring Him, and being in His presence.

· Bottom-line… the law can imprison and “hem” in… but it can’t change anyone.

· Why then would it be necessary to embrace the law in addition to Jesus?

3. The third thing the law was designed to do was to serve as a guardian (vs 24). “The Law has b/c our tutor to lead us to Christ.”  Paul expands on this illustration in 4:1-3.  READ.  

In a wealthy Roman home, a father would hire a guardian, which was typically a well-educated slave, to correct and train his child.  Often the child would live with the slave and wouldn’t be given the family name till their time of “instruction” was over. 

· The point that Paul is trying to raise is the temporary nature of the law. 

· In vs 19 Paul says that the law was to last only until the Seed (Jesus) had come.”

· Vs. 23 says “Before faith came, we were held prisoners by the law.”

· Do the Galatians get it yet?  Apparently not, so he repeated it in 4:3-4, “When we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world.  But when the time had fully come, God sent His Son…”

· Bottom-line… now that we are in Christ… we are no longer under the law!  We’re in Jesus now!

· The purpose for which the law was designed was no longer valid.

· The law wasn’t something that could give them life… but something that simply regulated life UNTIL Jesus came into our hearts!

But the second thing Paul wants us to get from this analogy of the law being our tutor or guardian is that the work of the guardian was preparation for the child’s maturity.

· In other words, once the child came of age, he didn’t need the guardian’s instruction… the believer simply doesn’t need the law.

· When kids are little we treat them one way… we blanket them with protection and instruction… “don’t run into the street… be careful… don’t put that in your mouth.”  Lots of correction, right?

· We don’t want to let our kids do what comes natural… we want them civilized!

· But what is appropriate correction for a 4 year old is different than a 25 year old.  “Jonny, don’t cross the street without holding my hand” isn’t cute when Johnny is 35!

· It’s one of the funny things about “Everyone Loves Raymond”… how Raymond’s mother, Marie, corrects him… from his slouching, standing straight, etc.

Paul says, “look… a child under the supervision of a guardian is not really different than a slave… even though he owns the whole estate.  Before we accepted Jesus into our lives we were just like those kids under the guardianship of the law.  Your Father had riches for you, but you had no right to them until Jesus came into your life.”

· The point is that because of Jesus in our lives, God treats you as an adult child… with full access to His wealth, which is Himself.  

· He says, in vs 3, that when we were children, we were slaves under the basic principles of the world.  And in verse 9 he takes it further saying, “Now that you know God… how is it that you are turning back to those weak and miserable principles?  

What are these basic principles of the world that Paul is speaking about?

· In verse 10 we see just how deep the Galatians were getting into their legalism… how they had begun observing all kinds of Jewish holy days and rituals

· It certainly could be, that the basic (elemental) principles, which they are falling back into, are those legalistic ideas that God’s love and acceptance comes thru the fulfillment of law rather than faith in Christ.

· However, as John Piper, in his work on Galatians, brings up, there is a second, equally true meaning to the expression, “Basic Principles” (Stoichia)

· That expression, translated in the New Living Translation as “spiritual powers” also refers to demonic principalities and powers.  

You see, behind legalism… what makes it so particularly ugly for Paul… is that behind it, there is a demonic power that brings people into its’ bondage.  

· For Paul, the problem here isn’t simply a matter of false teaching and ideas… 

· but the fact that all the Galatians may have done is to have turned from demons of idolatry, before they came to Christ, to demons of legalism (Piper).

· In this, Piper says that Paul has uncovered a typical demonic scheme, which is just as prevalent today as it was in his own day.

We need to understand that Satan is relentless in his efforts to destroy your wholehearted dependence on God’s sovereign grace.  So if he cannot make you disobey the commandments of God (the law), he will simply try to make you obey them with the wrong spirit.  

· Satan loves to take God’s holy law and use it to deceive us… by tempting us to use the law as a vehicle for self-righteousness.

· Do you see what this means for us?  Satan doesn’t care if you try to keep the Ten Commandments, provided that you take credit for keeping them.  In fact, he will assist your moral resolve if you will do it that way.

·  He doesn’t mind if you teach Sunday School, lead a kinship, or whatever…provided that you rely on yourself instead of the Spirit of Christ… and take credit for it yourself rather than humbly giving all glory to God.

How many times I have said that there is nothing you can do to get God to love or accept you any more than He does right now?  Why is that so difficult to sink in?

· “I get it… but I still feel shame… I still feel guilt… how do I know God really accepts me?”

· One reason we have to come to grips with for why it doesn’t sink in is that Satan is working overtime keeping us from entering into this reality.

· So, what do we do?  We need to first understand where these strongholds may have come from.  

· Perhaps from teaching in church; being raised in holiness churches; even in good families where “good” was never good enough.

· To the extent that you were taught that something you did would make you more or less acceptable to God… we need to confess having bought into the lie and renounce it as a lie.  By renouncing it, you break your agreement with it… “I’m no longer going to live under the power of this lie.”

Paul said that God sent forth His Son to redeem those who were under the Law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 

· That word, Redeemed, means that we were “purchased out of” slavery.  Because of Jesus, we are no longer slaves to those things that would keep us in bondage… not to those legalistic ideas that enslave nor to Satan’s lies.

· In vs 6-7, he writes, “B/c you are (now) sons and daughters, God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba Father’.  So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.”

Jesus came into our lives and brings transformation.  We are NO LONGER condemned by the law.  We come before His throne of grace as jars of clay, knowing that He accepts us in spite of all our faults and garbage.  Romans 8:1-4!

We are NO LONGER in prison.  That doesn’t mean there is no place for rules and principles to help us keep from sin.  But Jesus is working to transform us now from the inside out!

· He’s changing us… changing our ambitions and drives so that the reason we don’t sin isn’t always b/c of our fear of being caught but b/c we’ve found something better.  

· We know that the law can not produce obedience… only God’s love and mercy can do that.

And, we’re NO LONGER under our guardian, living the life of a slave, but we are Sons and Heirs!  

· In Ephesians Paul says that God has made available to us the riches of His grace.  

· We can draw from our inheritance now… the riches of His goodness (Rom 2:4); the riches of His glory (Phil 4:19); the riches of His wisdom (Rm 11:33) and most of all, the riches of His Son (Col 1:19).

And, in the midst of all this, we know, as Paul wrote in vs. 6, that He has given us His Holy Spirit, who stirs up within us a desire to know Him and turn to Him as our Abba… our daddy.  

· God wants this so much… that we begin living free of the law, free of those prison walls, free from the slave’s house.

· He longs for us to live like sons and daughters… not as slaves.  

· It was Paul’s heart for the Galatians… he’d be as passionate about it if he were here with us this morning.

Consider a beautiful little girl, dressed so beautifully, walking down the street toward their bus stop.  

· On one side she’s holding on to her daddy’s hand… on the other, she’s holding McDonald’s French fries… the two most wonderful things in her life!  

· Seeing the bus, the dad starts walking quickly… too quickly for his daughter… and she falls down and yells out, Daddy, Daddy!  

· She didn’t have to go thru counseling in order to call out to her father… she didn’t have to consider, “who should I talk to about this problem?”  “First let me rely upon myself for a little while… then perhaps I should read a self-help book… and then possibly call a friend to talk to… then sulk over a box of Twinkies.”

· There were no theological ramifications she needed to consider.  She simply fell on her face and instinctually cried out, “Daddy!”

· That is where our Father wants us to be.  Her Father picked her up and embraced her.  Its was all ok.

Your position before God is not of a slave… you are a son/daughter of God whom you can continually come to as your Abba Father.
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