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The Foundation of God’s Word

February 2, 2003

Over the past four weeks, we’ve been looking at those key building blocks that serve as the foundation of who we are as a church… those priorities that need to be in place in order for us to be the church God wants us to be.

· We’ve looked at Community, Worship, and Reaching outward with Jesus’ love.

· This week, I want to focus on what has always the foundation of who we are… and that is God’s Word.   
· It’s our heart here as a church to know the Bible, experience what it talks about, and do what it tells us to do.  
· I want us to look at those three areas (knowing, experiencing, doing) but I want us to first look at why the Bible is so vital to our walk with God... why without the Word, we’ll never enter into that rich intimacy and joy the Father longs for us to experience.
I want to start in PSALM 1, where David contrasts for us the person who finds his or her home in the Word, who makes the Word his/her priority, against those who don’t.   In a way, it’s a Psalm about whose council to take… the Word or the World.  He writes

1Blessed is the man

who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked

or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.
Everyday in our lives, whether we’re on the road listening to the radio or seeing billboards… or on our couch reading a magazine or watching TV… we are receiving messages… about what we should be thinking, doing, eating, drinking… about everything.

· In this first Psalm, David tells us to be careful regarding what or whom we listen to

· because who we listen to and what gets deep inside of us will change our heart and change what flows out from us.  

· Prov 4:23 says, “Guard your heart for it is the wellspring of life.”
· The way we guard our heart is by determining what we listen to and what we don’t listen to… what we allow into our heart and what we don’t.

David’s bottom-line here is that if our sustenance is coming from the world, if we are feeding on all the messages and methods of this world, then we wont experience real blessing. 

· The word “blessed” means happy.  It was translated “blessed” b/c our word “happy” doesn’t convey enough depth… 

· It is a happiness that runs deep within… rooted in peace and joy.

· Happy is the person whose thinking and values are not shaped by the world…

· But (verse 2) “whose delight is in the law of the Lord.”
Through so many experiences with the world and encounters with God, David has learned that when we get to the point where we are delighting in God’s Word… 

· …where it captures your heart & mind… only then you will experience that deeper peace and joy that you can’t find anywhere else.

· But what does that mean?  That we’ll always be happy?  Of course not… 

· Because David isn’t talking about the kind of happiness that comes when your team wins the Superbowl or when you’re sitting down about to eat your favorite meal!

· He’s talking about a peace and joy that endures through the difficult times as well as the best of times.

And so, in the next verse, David gives us three illustrations of what this kind happiness, or deep rooted joy, will look like for us…

· Three things that will characterize those who delight in God’s Word…

3He is like a tree planted by streams of water,

which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither.

Whatever he does prospers.
The person who delights in God’s Word, taking in His council rather the council of the world… will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water… a tree that will 1. Bear fruit; 2. Whose leaves do not whither;  3. And who prospers.

Let’s think about each of these for a minute…

Fruitful:  

· When you delight in God’s Word, chewing on it so that it gets deep within you, so that you not only understand it intellectually but allow it to shape your thinking and behavior, then you’ll find yourself more fruitful… at work, school, at home… wherever God has called you to be.

· You’ll find your capacity to love your families grow… the way you treat those you work with or those you hang out with each and every day at school.

· Even the things you pray for will bear more fruit.  

· Jesus said, “If you abide in Me and My Word abides in You, then ask whatever you wish and it will be given to you.”  (Jn 15:7)

Durable: The 2nd illustration David uses to help us understand the kind of peace and joy that comes when we delight in God’s word is of a tree “whose leaves do not whither.”

· The picture here is that while the heat is scorching and no rain is in sight, your leaf remains green b/c delighting in the Word is like being planted by a stream.

· The happiness of this person is durable… it’s deep.  It doesn’t depend on which way the wind is blowing or whether the rain is falling.  

· It gets life from a different source… a source that doesn’t depend on the seasons… a source that will never dry up or disappear.

· **While traveling in Pakistan I met a guy who was kidnapped in Afghanistan and kept in isolation for 3months.**  Grounded in God’s Word.

· The two American girls with SNI… afraid… but didn’t whither away.

Prospering.  “And in whatever he does, he prospers”.  What does this mean?

· Does it mean that if you delight in the Word of God and meditate on it, your buz will make a big profit and your health will always be good?

· In a way… if you take in the council of God’s Word rather than the world, you will likely be doing the kind of things God approves of and He is likely to bless what he approves.

· But we need to also understand that God does not promise to keep us from all the problems in this world.

· Ps 34, “many are the afflictions of the righteous.”

· Jesus said that in this world there are many trials and tribulations, but we can prosper through these storms, 

· because unlike those trees planted alone in the desert that whither and die, as we delight in God’s Word, you will find yourself like that tree planted by streams of water. 

I’ve shared a number of times before how, what is in this Book, are like Words of Life!

· As a church, we will always hold God’s Word as the bedrock over which everything else in the church is built. 

· It is God’s letter to us as individuals and as a community… where He expresses Himself regarding who He is, who we are, How He feels toward us, How we were created to live…

· We so often forget what life is about, what the essential thing is about… that’s why we need to stay in the Word. 

It’s the Word that is going to remind you that in spite of yourself, God will never leave you or forsake you (Heb).  It’s where you learn that…

· you were not a mistake but were fearfully and wonderfully made (P 139)

· that God’s desire is to lavish His love on you (1 Jn 3:1)

· that He is our provider and will meet all our needs (Mat 6:31)

· that He rejoices over us with singing (Zeph 3:17)

· that we are His treasured possession (Exodus 19:5)

· that He is close to us when our hearts are broken (P 34:18)

· As a shepherd carries a lamb, so I have carried you close to my heart (Is 40:11)

· That one day He will wipe every tear from your eye (Rev. 21:3)

· That He is not counting our sins against us (2 Cor 5:18)

· That nothing will separate us from His love (Rom 8) and that there is no condemnation.

What God has to say to you and me through His Word are Words of Life… And so, for us not to read the Bible is like closing our ears to all the love and tenderness God wants to speak into our lives each and every day.

· Without it, we’ll never enter into all that God has for us in our Christian lives

· Yet, by Knowing, Experiencing, Doing the Word of God we will be changed forever.

KNOW THE WORD

I’ve said before that there are two prayers I pray most often in my Christian life… the first is “help” and the second is “more” Lord.

· We know Him, not just more about Him, by His Spirit and His Word (which is empowered by His Spirit).  It has to be both.  

· Stereotypes of Charismatics being all “Spirit” and traditional Evangelicals being all “Word”

· We need to embrace both 100%.  This will be a church where God’s Word is a priority, the ultimate authority for what we believe and how we live.

· We will also be a church, which allows the Spirit full reign.  It is God’s church, not our own.  

· To KNOW Him we must embrace both

Knowing the Word gives us Hope:  “For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that thru endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures, we might have hope. Romans 15:4
Knowing the Word Equips us:  16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 2 Tim 3:15-17
Knowing the Word Changes us:  18But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 2 Cor 3:18

· As we behold the glory of God, shown to us thru the Spirit and the Word, we will be changed… transformed… again… being like that tree planted by streams of water.

Psalm 119, a devotional written by David about God Word, says so much about how the Word changed Him:

· How sweet are your words to my taste. 103
· Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 105
· I love your commands more than gold, more than pure gold 127
· The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives understanding 130  

· We’ll never be the church we were meant to be if we are not allowing the Spirit and the Word transform us.

EXPERIENCE THE WORD

As deeply vital as “knowing the Word” is, we also need to “experience” the reality of the Word…

· Where we not only read words on a page but enter into the reality of those words.

· So, we’re not just reading about His love, for example, but we experiencing His love in our lives each and every day.  

Jack Deere tells about his own spiritual journey in “Surprised by the Power of the Spirit.  

· Developed a good life-long habit of reading the Word

· But acquired a bad habit along the way… that is, when he read the stories of the people of the Bible, for example, he didn’t expect their experiences to be at all like his own.

· Their experiences were unique while his were normal (whatever that means).

· So he read and memorized Scripture, never expecting much of anything of what he read to be reproduced in his life…until he was “surprised by the power of the Spirit!”

The point is that the things we see and learn from the Bible aren’t simply to be digested intellectually… but need to be lived out as we walk in the Spirit and take in His Word.  

· I find it sad when people put such a negative spin on the word “experience”

· The fact is, its all an experience… isn’t being born-again an experience?  Being filled with the Spirit an experience?

· I’ve watched people have experiences that have changed their lives!  

· We’re promised dreams and visions in Acts 2… is this not an experience?

· When you read about whole families coming to Christ, about people being healed and delivered, you are not reading about things restricted to the first century.

If you want an experience-less Christianity, this book will only frustrate you!

· I’m not embarrassed that we’re into experience… as long as it’s an authentic experience and the right experience… always checked and measured against what is in this Book.

· We must know the Word, experience the Word, and DO THE WORD.

DOING THE WORD:   

Matt 7:24, "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.

· If you want your life planted firmly, with a secure foundation, we need to hear the Word and then go out and do the Word.

7:25, “The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.”
· Isn’t this the kinds of life you want… that when the rains come and rivers rise, and winds blow, as we know they will, that we will be able to stand through them and not fall?

* Joyce and I had a very unusual experience in that we lived in a place where Christians were persecuted… and b/c of that, we saw lots of people come in to our home churches and saw what happened after each wave of persecution.

· After some time, we learned who would make it thru those tough times or not.  

· It wasn’t simply the person who seemed to be “into worship.”

· It was the person grounded in the Word… those who knew, experienced, and did the Word.

26“But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash."

· The person who delights in God’s Word, who meditates on it, and does it, will be able to make it through those storms.

· It’s what kept that woman grounded, whose husband was made famous when he cried out, “let’s roll” on 9/11. What kept that father grounded, whose daughter was killed at Columbine High.  His Word grounded them.

· We will all face the storms… sickness, death, broken relationships, and abandonment.

· With the Word we will make it through. 

We need to be doers of the Word.  That means we do what the Word tells us to do.

· we learned about Jesus’ love from the world, now lets love those around us.

· We learned about God’s heart for us to be an authentic community… now lets care for one another, pray for one another, build up one another as a community.

· We learned about God’s power to heal, now let’s pray for the sick

INVITE WORSHIP TEAM

I want to challenge you all to ask God to give you a new passion, a new delight for His Word

· I want to challenge you to build some consistent time into your day, however long you are able to, to sit and read His Word… digesting it, interacting w/ it.

· I want to challenge you to not only be a reader of His Word but a doer of His Word.

· Don’t just read about His love, demonstrate His love

· Don’t just read about His forgiveness of us, demonstrate His forgiveness

And as we come to know, experience, and do His Word… as we come to delight in His Word, then we really will be like the tree planted by streams of living water… trees that bear fruit… whose leaves don’t whither and dry out… and who prosper even through the roughest times.

AMEN

