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Entering Into His Healing Ministry

June 23, 2002

I’ve spent the last few weeks trying to establish a theological foundation for healing.  This week I want to take us from that place of understanding that God really does heal and that He desires to heal through us… to the place of actually praying for the sick.

· I don’t think I need to convince you that God heals… and I hope that from what I shared last week, that at least to a greater degree, you believe that He desires to work through ordinary people like you and me.

· As I shared last week, I’m not teaching through this issue of healing as any kind of expert.  But that’s just the point… we don’t have to be experts.  

· Those people who have all those wonderful, encouraging stories about healing, have those stories not b/c they are super-Christians, but simply b/c they… 

· believe that a. God desires to heal; b. That He desires to heal thru people like you and me; c.  They feel compassion for the sick.  And then… on that basis, they take the risk to pray for lots of people.

· It’s not much more complicated than that.

Yet, I can tell you, what burns in my heart is that those people out there are worth fighting for… worth risking embarrassment or rejection… even if the one’s you are taking that risk to help end up being the ones who look at you like your crazy, “you want to pray for me? You’re nuts”.

· Nuts or not, we know that people often bear the weight of physical or emotional sickness... if not them, someone they love,

· And we weigh into that struggle with all the resources we have in Christ.  

· Jesus loves those people behind the counter, those co-workers, those family members… and want to express His love to them thru you and me… and healing is one of those ways through which He expresses His love.

And yet the sad thing is that we’ve surrendered the battle for healing… surrendered our belief and expectation that God is still in the game.  

· That God is, as we read in John 14, “always at work” in people’s lives… at times bringing about the restoration of health… physical, emotional, and spiritual.

· I heard Dave Parker, a pastor of the Lancaster Vineyard in Californian tell a story of girl from his church… raising money on bike for a 30 hr. fast for world hunger… was going to sleep out overnight in cardboard box to identify with the homeless.

· Hit by car while on bike trying to raise money… hit by drunk driver.

· Parents too far away so they call the pastor, who could get to the hospital first.

· Three people from church in ER… crushed skull, brain damage.

· They prayed for that girl who, by every doctor’s opinion would not live. But God intervened… and she recovered.

· Somehow, I want to encourage you to enroll in this great fight… encourage you to offer your gifts, your faith, and availability to be a part of God intervening in someone’s life to bring about healing.

Read Acts 3:1-16.  An amazing account of an early act of healing accomplished thru the simple faith and availability of Jesus’ disciples.

· This man came to Peter and John for something they didn’t have… but seeing the man, they knew what they did have to offer.

· So, simply doing what he had seen Jesus do before, Peter takes hold of the man and begins to lift him up… and immediately, the man experienced healing. Vs 7
· Then he says to those onlookers, “Why do you marvel at us as if by our own power or piety we had made him walk?” Vs 12.
· Vs 16: “this complete healing, which all of you can see.”  I long for more of this healing to be displayed… and I think we’ll see it.

But to get there, we need to move toward a participation, involvement, enrollment in that aspect of what Jesus is doing in around us today… in Starbucks, Barnes & Noble, at work, at school, with friends & family.

· How do we do this?  How do we enroll?  I don’t want to be overly simplistic, though I do think there are three general steps we need to take in order for God to use us in the area of healing.

1. Step One:  Believe that Jesus wants to heal today and wants to involve you.

· Our first step is to believe he wants to use us.

· I won’t spend much time since I focused on this last week.  

· For John Wimber, the discovery that God wants to use a person like him for healing took place just a few years after he became a believer.  

· At first he was amazed at the miracles he read about in the Gospels, but was then taught that God didn’t do those kinds of things anymore.

· Just two weeks after being exhorted like this, their son, Sean, wandered into a neighbor’s beehives, and a swarm of bees attacked him.

· He was being stung everywhere and his body was quickly becoming filled with red welts.

· They carried him into their house.  His instinct told him to pray for healing… but he had just been told he shouldn’t get into stuff like that.  But their son came first… they prayed… and within a few minutes his welts were gone… he was fine.

· Having come to believe that He wants to heal and wants to heal thru you, the 2nd step is…

2. Step Two:  Make ourselves available to the Lord and to the sick.

· Let me as you a question… if John and Carol didn’t pray for their son, would God have healed him anyway?

· A definite maybe.  But, as we’ve already spoken about so much over the past few weeks, He has commissioned us to participate in what He is doing.

· He gave us authority… and sealed it with a promise.  Remember John 14:12, “He who believes in Me, the works that I do shall he do also.” 

· In Acts 16:19, Paul is trying to discern where it was that God was calling him to go.  He then receives a vision of man from Macedonia saying, “Come here and help us!”.  

· Reality of that vision shows something of the call of God on his disciple’s lives to come and help… a call to all of us to make ourselves available, to be in that place where God can work thru us.  

· He’s called us into this partnership, wanting to work thru us.  In fact, in some ways, God has limited Himself to working thru us.  Not always true… He is Sovereign… but like evangelism, he calls us to partnership.

Yes, he can do it without you… but He chooses to do it through you.  In fact, its more than a desire on His part… it is a call, a commission on us to do it.  We’ve been given authority to pray for the sick.

· He expresses His love and compassion through us… as He did with Jesus.

· I said before… if you want to know the love and compassion of the Father, look at Jesus… and if the world is to know the love and mercy of Jesus, who will they look at?  You and me.  

· Will they see the Father’s compassion when they look at us?

· We need to catch that vision of God’s call on us to people who need help.  

· We need to embrace the reality that we are part of the army… understanding that we’re not looking to someone else to be the healer, to someone else to be available, but that it is a call on our lives… your life.

· I know that for me, if there is a part for me to play, I want to play it.  I want us to do it together.

Yet I know from my own experience that this step, from being open to being available, isn’t always easy.

· We risk embarrassment, rejection, and disappointment.  

· Yet, if you step into the arena of ministry… into the possibility that God would come into the situation in response to your cry, you will have taken a significant leap toward seeing the sick healed.

· I spoke with several single women in their early 30s from Time Square Church yesterday… they told me that they regularly go out and speak with people on the streets… which provides opportunities for them to pray for the sick… and by making themselves available… they’ve seen a number of people healed!

· When a friend of work tells you of a physical obstacle… can’t get pregnant, infection, whatever it is… will you be available?

· You can ask, “can I pray for your pain to go away?”  Initiative is required

· First step:  Believe.  Second step:  Available.  Third step…

Step Three:  Maintain the fight to pray.  

· But I remember I prayed for lots of sick people during my first three years in Tajikistan… but no one was healed.  

· I was so broken over Shukrullo (TB) and the village girl.

· But one a visit to Pokhod… Girl’s hand in bandages… prayed really fast and then kind of booked out of there.  

· But when I returned the next time, her mother chased me down and told me that she was totally healed.

· Yet, as is typical when God moves you into a new ministry, you need to start all over again.  

· In Hackensack, prayed for lots of people.  I remember asking one woman the next week how she felt… she said she ended up in the hospital within an hour!

· Because we’re working through this series on Classic Vineyard, let me tell you John Wimber’s story.  Because the truth is, his story has a lot to do with our story.

After Wimber came to the place of believing that we’re really supposed to pray for the sick, he began preaching about it in his church.

· But just then, God called him to make himself available… to take the risk to pray for the sick.  So, He called John to begin inviting people up after his message to receive prayer for healing.

· So he did it… and no one was healed.  In fact, he says that some of them caught the colds, headaches, and sicknesses of those they prayed for!

· He felt humiliated… and prayed on the way home… “Lord, never again will I humiliate myself like that.”

· But the next Sunday, He told John to invite people up after both their morning and evening services.  He repeated this Sunday after Sunday… but still no one was healed.

One day while studying the Scriptures, he closed the Bible and felt a wave of anger, “I will not teach about healing any more!” 

· God told Him emphatically, “preach My Word, not your experience.”  So, he continued teaching about Christ’s example of praying for the sick and the need that we continue to do as He did.

· After ten months of so-called “unsuccessful prayer”, he felt his greatest defeat.

· He and some others prayed for a guy for over 2 hours… praying every prayer they knew, desperate to see the man healed.  Finally, in despair, we stoped.

· He threw himself on the floor and began weeping, “It’s not fair!”  “You tell us to teach what your Book says, but you don’t back up our act.”

· When he stopped crying, he looked up and saw others on the ground crying out as well.

Well, the next morning, God did something different.   But rather than me tell the rest of the story… I’m going to show you a short clip of John Wimber sharing what happened next.  (video clip from Wimber’s testimony)
“It’s my mercy, John.  For some people it’s a blessing, but for others it’s a hindrance.  There’s plenty for everyone.  Don’t ever beg me for healing again.  The problem isn’t on my end, John.  It’s down there.”

· That image of God’s unending mercy so available to anyone who would receive it was a confirmation of what he understood Scripture to say… 

· that His healing was an expression of His abundant mercy and grace… that we simply need to receive in faith.

· We need to believe in God who heals… we need to believe that He wants to heal through the likes of us… we need to make ourselves available… and then press on and not quit.

It is only when you stick to the course, continue to pray for people whether there is complete, obvious healing or not… that God will really begin to work through you.

· Wherever you are… whether you are at step 1 (not sure if this is something you believe or want), 2 (believe it but struggle to continue making yourself available), or 3 (struggle to maintain it)… God wants to help you with the struggle.

· You can come to Him today… wherever  you’re at in all of this and ask Him to help you get to the place of praying for the sick… and seeing the sick made well.

