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Displaying the Father Heart of God
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I shared with you several weeks ago about our commitment, as a church, to plant church planting movements in two principal countries besides our own… Bolivia and Tajikistan.

· I was praying about this the other day and while praying for Bolivia, it occurred to me that it was the poorest nation in Latin America.  That reminded me that Tajikistan is the poorest nation in the former Soviet Union.

· I thanked God for that… for calling us to places where so many are afflicted by poverty and fear.

· But then I started praying for northern NJ… and needless to say, the thought occurred to me that this area is anything but poor.

· Well, Friday night, as we were worshipping at Catacombs, singing the song, “Lord You are good… You are so good to me,” I felt the Lord say, “I love you… and I’ll always be that for you… now be that for them… they need to see My love, goodness, and mercy reflected thru you.”

God has called us, as He did in Acts, to Jerusalem, Judea/Samaria, and to the remotest parts of the world.

· In my mind, I see our region as our Jerusalem, the Latinos in our area as our Judea, Bolivia as our Samaria, and Tajikistan as one of the remote parts of the world.

· And as I was praying for this during worship that night, the Lord put several things on my heart that will always need to be true about us if we ever hope to make a difference…

· Whether at your office, at school, in your community, or the nations.

· Of course, there are a number of things I could share, but three stand out to me.

I.  We Must Be a People Whose Personal Lives Always Reflect Our Message:

· In 2 Tim 1:13, Paul admonishes Timothy saying, “Hold on to the pattern of right teaching you learned from me.  And remember to live in the faith and love you have in Christ Jesus.”  

· Paul addresses two things here… “right teaching”, which is our message.  And, “living lives of faith and love” which is our ministry (the expression of that message).

· What Paul was saying to Timothy was to let your message always be reflected in your ministry.

It can be so difficult for us to reflect through our lives what it is we believe in our hearts.  

· It is sad, but the truth is, our message looks so different from our lives.  Gandhi once said, “If it hadn’t been for Christians, I would have become a follower of Jesus.

· I wonder if the same is true today… if people come to Christ b/c of the church or in spite of the church?

· That may seem pretty harsh… but its true.

· I’m not sure if love and kindness would even make the top five on the average person’s description of the church today.

· Just ask someone from work, a neighbor, or someone from school what comes to mind when they think of church… and things like love, compassion, kindness, and mercy just wont be there.

But I truly believe that we, as a church, can be part of changing this perception of what church is.  That we can come to that place where our lives and character really do reflect our message…

· and that a little at a time, through living lives of faith and love, we will be a church whom people come to when they need help.

· A safe, welcoming place where people come when they want to know more about God.

· A place seen by the community as a blessing… and a people known by the community as authentic, joyful followers of Jesus.

When I was speaking at a Vineyard in Boise, there was a woman who came to the church through a simple act of kindness.

· She was on the check out line at a supermarket but left her wallet at home.  The person behind her wrote a check out for amount of her order.

· She was taken aback by this… as was the cashier.  When she asked the woman behind her why she’d do that, the woman simply said, “well, my church always encourages us to express God’s love to people in practical ways… and so I wanted to do that for you.”

· The woman asked what church she went to… she told her it was the Vineyard.  That Sunday she was in church… and soon came to Christ.

Folks, we need to always remember that His love expressed through even random acts of kindness like this, will (at least in this day and age) always be more profound than our words

· Mother Theresa used to say that she would speak first with love and then with words.

· It is true that we need to hold on to the truth of Scripture… and that we need to preach the truth.  But we need to model & live the truth as well.

· The world needs an encounter with our love… not just our words. 

· 1 John 3:18-19 says, “Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. This then is how we know that we belong to the truth.”
· You see, the world needs to know what we believe… but they will never listen to our message until they first see our words lived out from day to day…

· Until we come to that place where our personal lives reflect our message.

II.  We Must Be a People Wholly Surrendered to Jesus

· How do we live lives that really do reflect what we believe?  As people who have so profoundly received God’s mercy and compassion, for example, how can we then reflect that mercy and compassion to the world around us?

· Whether its His love, mercy, or humility… we will only be able to express them to others to the degree that we experience them in our own lives.

· Our mercy to each other and those around us comes from God’s mercy to us.

· Have you ever thought about when you it is that you express mercy the most.  At least for me, I tend to express mercy through those times when I need God’s mercy the most.

· When I’m overwhelmed and hurting… and when I am experiencing God’s mercy in that… I find that I am more apt to stop when I walk past a homeless person… that I’m more likely to stop and more spontaneously help those around me. 

· Mercy, like kindness and patience, comes from a heart that has known its own emptiness and bankruptcy without God

· It comes from a person who understands their own inadequacy and sin and find their only true rest in Him.

· Its actually an amazing thing… Because of God’s mercy, we’re able to show mercy.  And then, as Jesus said in Matt 5:7, when we show mercy, we will receive mercy.

· When you live in this endless loop of receiving and giving away mercy, then your are demonstrating that Christianity isn’t just a system of belief… but a transforming way of life… your ministry is now demonstrating your message!

I mentioned a few weeks ago how the Vineyard is moving in Nepal.  I just heard an encouraging story there of how two 14-year old Nepali converts were put in prison by their own father who wanted to “scare” Christianity “out of them.”

· In reality, the experience was very frightening for them.  In fact, the head of the prison sent them home b/c they were crying so loud.

· Once out, they started reading the Bible more and more and were amazed to see just how much joy Paul had while he was in prison.

· So, they started preaching wherever they were and were put in prison again for it.

· This time, they started singing all night long… for several nights.  Again they were sent home, but this time it was b/c their worship was keeping all of the other prisoners awake at night.

· The third time they found themselves in prison, they ended up leading one of the country’s most influential communist leaders to the Lord.

· The point is that in their brokenness, these girls sought the Lord… and He filled them with His joy… and they responded by giving away that joy.

· It didn’t start with mere determination.  It started out of that place of brokenness and surrender.

I heard another story from Don McGregor, a leader in the Four-Square denomination, about an Indian woman who had recently come to Christ and was singing in public about it.  

· He said that he was embarrassed b/c of how terrible her song sounded.

· His translator began telling him she was singing…

· I was so lost… no one wanted me.  I had no home and my husband beat me and sent me away.  I was not pretty enough for anyone to want and had nothing to give to anyone.  But Jesus found me and took me as His bride.

· He immediately left his translator’s side and started weeping… her song of brokenness and joy exposed the pride inside of him.

· It will always be in His presence, as David writes in Psalm 16:11, that we will find fullness of joy.

· And it will always be in His presence, in that place of surrender, that He will impart to us His mercy, peace, and joy.

III.  We Must Be a People Who Reflect His Compassion to the World

· In Matthew 12 we read about the Pharisee’s frustration over the fact that the disciples broken a few reeds of wheat and ate the grains inside.

· For them, this was a violation of the law against harvesting grain on the Sabbath.
· Then Jesus quotes Hosea 6:6, “I want you to be merciful; I don’t want your sacrifices.”
· God wants mercy, not religious sacrifice.  He wants love, not legalism. 

· God doesn’t want the trappings of our faith… He isn’t interested in religious duty, He is interested in us.
· Hosea 6:6 finishes by saying that He doesn’t want our sacrifices, He wants us to know Him— to walk in intimacy with Him.
Then Jesus begins to walk toward the synagogue when he noticed a man with a deformed hand.  

· Having figured out by now that Jesus would likely pray for this man’s healing, they confront him, asking if it is legal to work by healing on the Sabbath day.”

· Jesus answers them with another question… “If you had a sheep and it fell into a well on the Sabbath, wouldn’t you get to work and pull it out?” Then, how much more valuable is a person than sheep!
· Then, moved with compassion, he asked the man with the deformed hand to reach out his hand… and it was immediately healed.
· And b/c Jesus healed that man, giving him back the opportunity to work and make a living, the Pharisees plot to kill Him.
The reason I share that particular story is not only to show Jesus demonstrating compassion to the sick and broken around Him…

· but to show Jesus’ deep frustration over people who argue theology, for example, while a person right in front of them is suffering.

· When Jesus met the woman at the well, he could have spent hours reciting rabbic laws regarding adultery.  But He didn’t
· I think the church spends too much time arguing theology while the world around us is hurting so much.

· As Christians, we can make the case over and over against about homosexuality.  But when do we reach out to those dying of AIDS?
· We can argue over various views of soteriology or the nature of salvation, but when do we reach out to those who are lost?
I was so proud of the persecuted church in Jordon during the Gulf War.  Through the war, so many Iraqis fled to the Jordanian/Iraqi border.  

· Yet no one was helping them… and so, with the little money they had, risking greater persecution, they began feeding all the Iraqis at the border, sharing the Gospel with them.

· Out of hearts of compassion, they went in Jesus’ name, to put on display the Father Heart of God.

· I remember one of our Tajik believers in the south, near Afghanistan.  We hadn’t seen or heard from him for three months so a few people on our team drove down to see if he was ok.  Honestly, we all thought that he likely fell away from the Lord.

· When they got there, they saw that he had just been busy with harvesting wheat.  But not only that, they saw that he was giving away bags and bags of flour to the widows throughout his village.  Compassion!

In Philippians 2, we are encouraged to take on the heart of Jesus.

· In Luke 19:41, when Jesus rode into Jerusalem, he begins to weep over how very lost and broken the people are.

· When Jesus, in Jn 11:35, sees Mary and Martha weeping over the death of their brother Lazarus, Jesus begins weeping as well.
· Understand, that Jesus already told his disciples in vs 11 that He was going to raise him from the dead… He wasn’t crying b/c Lazarus had died.  But b/c He had entered into the suffering of those around Him.
· When you look at the world through Jesus’ eyes, you can’t help but be moved.
· Just the other day I was looking out my office window and saw a women who works next store smoking… she’s out there all the time… suddenly God put His compassion for her in me.
Everyone out there has some kind of deformed hand… whether it is loneliness, depression, fear, sickness, whatever.

· Jesus wants us to minister His love to them.  Through Jesus’ life and ministry, we see the Heart of the Father on display.

· And it is through us, His church that the Heart of Jesus will be on display.
After Jesus healed that man’s arm, He had learned about the Pharisee’s desire to kill him. So, he left that place and with him came many who were sick and were healed.

· Jesus didn’t leave that place b/c He was afraid.  Rather, Jesus will always go somewhere else when those people around Him don’t share His heart.

· He then quotes Isaiah 42.  "Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations. He will not quarrel or cry out; no one will hear his voice in the streets. 20 A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he leads justice to victory. 21 In his name the nations will put their hope."  
This passage starts where we always need to begin… in that place of intimacy with the Father.

· “I will put my Spirit on Him, and He will proclaim justice to the nations”  God will always put His Spirit on those people who are surrendered to Him and who have hearts for the broken and suffering.

· “A bruised reed He will not break.”  This bruised read refers to our fragile lives of those Jesus came to love and save.
· Jesus wont break those who have been broken.  When you have a branch that is broken, a gardener will likely break it off.
· Just because that person out there is bruised or in sin doesn’t mean that Jesus has given up on them.
· “A smoldering wick He will not snuff out.”
· The "smoldering wick" pictures a strip of linen cloth with little oil left in the lamp. The wick smolders, on the verge of going out, but the Servant will not snuff out the little wick. 

· Jesus never turns His back on those who are burning out.  You know, it is easier to throw out a plant and just buy another one.  But Jesus is promising that He wont do that… that He is in pursuit of all of humanity, leading humanity back into the Garden. 

· There are people everywhere out there, from Morristown to Tajikistan, who need to know Jesus’ love.  Jesus doesn’t give up on them… and the way we can live out that message is by our going out to them… never giving up on them.

I know some of you had read the book out in the foyer, Quest for the Radical Middle.  It is the history of the Vineyard Movement.  

· Actually, John Wimber didn’t want anyone writing our history… because he never wanted anyone to think that the best was behind us.

· He was right.  When John Wimber died several years ago, the Vineyard had churches in about a dozen countries.  Today, we are in nearly 70 nations!
· He would be so surprised to see Vineyard churches in Istanbul, Turkey… Cuba… Lebanon…
When you read the Book of Acts, it finishes in a very open-ended way.  Apparently, Luke didn’t want us to think of Acts 28 as the end, but the beginning.

· It has no formal ending b/c it isn’t finished yet!

· And We as a movement have been given a chapter to fill.  Not for our own glory… but solely for His.
· Any reward we ever receive in this life we will simply lay at His feet when we see Him one day face to face.
· Yet, if we’re going to see those pages in that chapter unfold, than we will need to 
· Be a people whose personal lives always reflect our message
· Be a people wholly surrendered to Jesus
· Be a people who reflect His Compassion to the world

Amen

