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I remember years ago buying a bottle of Coke… the new and improved Coke.  To be honest, I was a diet coke man, but, after seeing countless commercials advertising this new and improved Coke, I had to try it.

· So, I poured a glass and took a big gulp and realized, "This stinks!"

· Apparently, I wasn't the only person who felt that way.  You see, Coke was doing well but thought they could increase their market share over Pepsi if they came out with a new formula.  It was a disaster… a total marketing failure.

· So, what did they do?  The top brass sat down and said, "we need to go back to the original formula."  And so Coke Classic was introduced… and their market share began to rise again.

· I'm not sure if it still says it, but back then, when you bought a can of Coke Classic it would say things like, "always Coke classic… unique, refreshing Coke Classic… this is the original formula…"  

This morning I want to speak on Classic Vineyard.  I want to look at the original formula God gave to John Wimber when the Vineyard movement was started in May 1982. 

· It was in 1982, when the Calvary Chapel that John Wimber pastured joined the small network of churches (just three) started by Ken & Joanie Gulliksen in Westwood CA.

· Within a month, Ken asked John to become the pastoral head of the Vineyard.  He saw God’s anointing on John and within four years, the Vineyard had grown from four churches to two hundred!

· God gave John Wimber    a very clear vision for what this movement is supposed to be about, and while that vision may be packaged differently in each year and in each part of the country.

· Yet I believe that those “critical ingredients” that make up Classic Vineyard will always define who we are as a church and as a movement.

· So, what are those “critical ingredients”, those three marks of Classic Vineyard?

· Keep in mind that I am going to be speaking a lot about John Wimber.  I am not trying to raise him up as some superhero.  But I think it is important that we understand not only those “Critical Ingredients” that God has given to us as the Vineyard but also that faithful man God entrusted this movement to. 

1.  The first mark of Classic Vineyard is Worship 

· Wimber saw worship as the Vineyard’s highest priority.  He taught us that worship wasn’t just the “warm-up” for the sermon but was the end in itself.

· Although worshipping God often does soften our hearts and open our minds up to hearing from God during the sermon that is never its purpose.

· Worship is that one thing we have to express our thanks and adoration to God for who He is and what He has done.

· It is about intimacy with God… a time when we can come into contact with the Living God in a deep, personal way, where we can let Him see us as we really are, with all of our weaknesses, faults, and needs.

Worship has value in and of itself and is not a prelude to anything… not the message, the offering, or ministry time.

· He made sure that we would never allow worship to be used to manipulate people or to “get people happy.”  

· We shouldn’t look at worship as something to make us feel better, even though it so often does.  But the reason it does is b/c we take our eyes off ourselves and fix them toward Someone who is entirely lovely.

· In responding to the comment you hear from time to time that worship wasn’t all that great, Wimber said, “complaining that worship wasn’t that great is like going to someone else’s birthday party and complaining that you didn’t receive any presents.”

· Worship isn’t about what we get… it is about Him.

Wimber would never use worship to work up a crowd.

· While ministering to a charismatic church in Staten Island, Wimber shared a message on the Power and Mercy of God.  God showed up in such a profound way.  

· Moved by the Spirit, people started getting pretty wild.  Their worship band added to it by playing powerful instrumentals.

· Wimber was concerned… only b/c he didn’t want them to miss was God was there to do.

· So, he sat at his piano and played some very simple songs.  The room slowly began to quiet and people began sitting.  He asked them, “now can you feel his presence?”

· The place erupted into tears.

· I met this pastor in January.  He told me how Wimber changed him.

· Bottom-line, we worship God b/c He is worthy of our worship

In all of this, Wimber redefined for the church what worship was for… but he also taught the church a thing or two how to do it.

· keep in mind that Wimber was an accomplished musician… a sax player and songwriter.

· back in the late seventies and very early 80s, worship times at many churches, both in Charismatic and Evangelical churches, typically consisted of a few hymns… and later, a few hymns along with a few choruses.

· Because Wimber’s passion was for the presence of the Lord, he extended the worship time in the service.

· He also felt as though the worship music we sing to the Lord should relate to the culture of those singing… so that the worship expressed was more authentic.  So, he started having bands lead worship rather than the traditional worship leader.

· I was reading an article by Chuck Smith, Jr., whose father started Calvary Chapel (which started Maranantha Music).  He wrote, “Calvary Chapel made us of rock bands for evangelism, but John Wimber’s innovation was to use a band for worship.”  There were some churches that utilized some folk musicians, but John showed us that we could actually worship God with our own music.

· He also changed the focus of our worship… from songs about God to songs sung directly to God… that worship was no campfire sing-a-long.

If we are going to remain Classic Vineyard then we need to make worship our highest priority.

· So, we come together each week with burdens, stress, whatever.  Yet we choose to worship Him… simply because of who He is.

· Last week, I was worshiping and saw a picture of Joyce dancing… then opened my eyes to see that she really was dancing.  God touched me and I saw a number of people in tears.  Why is that?

· Because our worship invites His manifest presence. 

· His Word says that He inhabits the praises of His people

· Maybe you’ve wondered why we worship so long here.  It’s not just b/c we like the music.

· It’s because we value His presence above anything else and recognize that it takes some time till we can really get past our stuff to really worship Him from our heart.

· Having said all that, I don’t want to make it seem as though Wimber invented something new… rather, He brought to life a very ancient thing packaged in a very contemporary way.

· So, the first critical ingredient is worship

2. The second critical ingredient of Classic Vineyard is His Word
· For Wimber, God’s Word was the foundation of everything God was making us.  In a letter he wrote, “We believe the Bible to be the literal, inerrant Word of God. As such, it is the standard for our faith and practice and the yardstick by which we measure all of our activity.”

· Thankfully, that commitment to God’s Word was nothing new.   In fact, many Vineyard pastors had been Baptist pastors.  We have two former Baptist pastors in this church alone!  So there is a great love for God’s Word.

· What was unique to Wimber’s preaching were his themes of Compassion/Mercy and the Kingdom of God.

Compassion:  Wimber would so often preach from the passage in Mark 10:46 where a blind man, named Bartimaeus was begging for money on the side of the road in Jericho.  

· One day he heard that Jesus was nearby, and just had to talk with Him.  When he heard a commotion in his neighborhood, he asked those around him if Jesus was coming.

· Yes, Bartimeaus, He’s coming.  Without being able to see a thing, he followed the noise… determined not to let Jesus pass by without an encounter with Him.  

· He began crying out, “Have mercy on me”

· Jesus heard Bartimeaus and had compassion toward him and healed him.

· The truth is, along with obedience, compassion seems to be the primary motivation for everything Jesus did.

· It was compassion that caused him to preach the Sermon on the Mount

· To raise the Widow of Nain’s son from the dead, to heal the sick and demonized. 

· And through al the things Jesus did and all He said, we are able to see into the heart of the Father.

· Do you want to know more about the Father’s compassion and mercy?  Then look at Jesus!

· And as we can know the Father’s heart of compassion by looking at what Jesus said and did, so the world can learn about Jesus by looking at what we say and do.

· Wimber would always remind us that God’s mercy and compassion not only come to us through Christ, but are to flow out from us through Christ.

So, the Vineyard was built to be a compassionate church.  He believed that compassion is placed within us by the Spirit to reflect God’s heart of justice and mercy toward a broken world.

· Just yesterday I received an email from a woman from an Atlanta Vineyard.  She had asked me if I would visit her brother in the hospital, which I agreed.  She wrote back saying, “I am praying that the Lord infuses your church body with His passion for the poor. You know you are walking with Him when you are with the poor!”

· Having and expressing His compassion to the world around us, particularly to the poor, is part of our DNA.  It is not enough for us to sit in Church hoping for “Holy Spirit” experiences.

· Wimber used to say that the “meat is in the street”.  Wimber helped move the role of spiritual gifts out of the prayer meeting and into the streets.

The second theme Wimber taught on was the Kingdom of God.  

· When you read the Gospels you not only see Jesus ministering to those around Him in compassion but also see him preaching the Kingdom of God.

· Jesus’ very mission in this world was to proclamation that message of the Kingdom…

· That the rule and reign of God had come into this world in fierce opposition to the ruler of this world and that He was the Anointed One set apart to destroy the ultimate power of this world, sin and death.

· He also came to demonstrate that message of the Kingdom by giving sight to the blind and releasing the oppressed.

· And this is what happened as Jesus healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, feed the hungry, and calmed the storms.

But for Wimber, Jesus’ kingdom ministry wasn’t just for then, it’s for now!  This was one of Wimber’s greatest contributions to the church… 

· helping us to grasp that the theology of the Kingdom demands that we minister in the power of the kingdom.

· You see, we’re not only to read the words of Jesus and emulate the character of Jesus, but we are also called to do the works of Jesus

· Wimber started teaching this while a professor at Fuller Theological Seminary.  In January 1982, he taught a class, MC510, in which he not only taught God’s word, but demonstrated God’s word in what he called “clinic time” or “show and tell”, though in this case, “tell and show”.

· The course discussed the role of signs and wonders in church growth… and became headline news through the church around the world.

This leads me to the third critical ingredient of Classic Vineyard.  The first is Worship, the second is Word, and the third is Works.

· Unlike any Bible teacher most had met back then in 1982, John didn’t believe the teaching time was over when he closed the Bible.

· he believed teaching from His Word needed to always be linked to the ministry of the Spirit.  

· That the theology of the Kingdom must always be accompanied by the ministry of the Kingdom.

· That is why we have ministry time at the end of every service… a time when a person can look to God to receive physical healing, deliverance, guidance, or whatever else the Father is wanting to say or do.

· This is what Wimber called “Doin’ the Stuff!”… when we minister to the lost, pray for the sick, feed the poor, take authority over demons, etc.

· By the way, the expression “doin-the-stuff” came when after reading his Bible for some time he visited a church and noticed that he wasn’t seeing the power of God.  So he went up to the pastor and asked, “where’s the stuff?”  The pastor said, “what stuff”?  “You know, the stuff in the Bible!

John Wimber gave his life to these three fundamental ingredients.  As I said, I’m not trying to lift him up in any unhealthy way… as he was simply reflecting what the Father was doing when he chose to birth the Vineyard movement.

· Very near the end of his life, on Nov 17th, 1997, Wimber was invited to speak to a group for some fundraiser.  He was very sick, but wanted to fill his commitment. 

· Less than 50 people ended up coming… far fewer than the thousands that would normally come to one of his conferences.  

· But he wasn’t at all discouraged.  In his wheelchair he preached to these fifty on Mercy and the Kingdom of God… as though he were preaching to a stadium… though in his quiet, casual way.

· When he was through with his message, he closed his Bible and asked, “Is there anyone who is sick?”

· One by one they came up to be healed by the power of God.

· That is Classic Vineyard.  It is what we purpose to be in every respect.

Wimber had a vision to see 10,000 churches planted throughout the US.  There were 4 when he took over the Vineyard.  In four years there were 200.  By his death in 1997, there were some 600 Vineyards.  Today, 4.5 years after his death, there are over 1200.f

· obviously our future isn’t written as a movement.  Like other movements of history, we can simply disappear over time.

· But I believe that if we remain radically committed to these critical ingredients, we will do more than remain… I believe that we will, along with the whole Body of Christ, see this world transformed and reached for Christ.

· That is our heart… to be worshippers of God and rescuers of men… to continue the ministry of Jesus to the world around us.

