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Building the Father’s House: Our Vision for 2002

January 6, 2002

Being that this is the first Sunday of 2002, I thought it would helpful to share with you what it is I believe the Father is wanting to do in us thru us as a church in the coming year.

· In doing this, I’m not going to focus on specific events or meetings, but rather, I want to ask the question, “what is God saying to us?” and “Who and is He calling us to be as a body?”

· You may remember that in John 4 Jesus says that He does only that which He sees the Father doing.  That’s a principle that must be true not only for us as individuals, but for us corporately.

· Especially in a world like our today, with so much brokenness and need, it would be easy for a church to be driven solely by the voices around us rather than the voice of the Lord & the things He is specifically calling us to do/be.

· But before I share with you what I believe this is, I want to first share with you what He initially called us to several years ago… even before we were even a kinship group.

When Joyce and I returned from Tajikistan, we were both rather baffled over why God had called us home. 

· to be honest, things were going wonderfully over there… the team we were leading, the relief organization I was the regional director over, as well as the cp ministry.

· With everything going so well, except to catch up with our families, we just couldn’t understand why we were supposed to go home.  It seemed so premature.

· Even before we arrived home I was asking God what it was that He had for me back in the states.

· One day He gave me a verse from Isaiah 66:1, where God spoke to the people of Israel saying, “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where is the house you will build for me? Where will my resting place be?

It hit me like a ton of bricks.  “I think that’s it… I’m supposed to build a house for Him… a place where His Spirit can dwell and rest.”  

· I asked Him what that house was supposed to look like… and I found the answer almost immediately in His Word.

· In Acts 15, James describes the church as an expression of the restored tabernacle of David, which God promised to raise up when He said in Amos, “in that day I will raise up the Tabernacle of David, which has fallen down.”

· I went back and restudied the Tabernacle of David, asking myself, why would God want the church to resemble that makeshift tent pitched in the back of David’s home?

There are three things that I believe made God love the Tabernacle of David so much… so much so that He would want His church to look like just like it.

· The first thing is that God loved the authentic worship that permeated that place day and night.  The Bible says that encircling the Ark of the Covenant, were groups of worshippers who ministered to the Lord 24/7 for 36 years.

· Secondly, unlike the Tabernacle of Moses or the incredible Temple of Solomon, there was no veil in the Tabernacle of David to separate the Ark of the Covenant from God’s people.

· You see God never liked that veil.  He only established it to protect those who would approach it in an unholy manner.

· But God never wanted anything, especially a veil, to separate us from experiencing true intimacy with Him

· He hated that veil… because it created a distance b/t God and His people.  That’s why He ripped it from top to bottom in the temple of Herod once and for all, when Jesus died on the Cross of Calvary.

· So, God loved the authentic worship & He loved the fact that there was nothing that stood b/t Him and His people. 

And lastly, God loved the level of intimacy He shared with those who chose to rest in His presence there.

· We so often think about how much God wants us to spend time with Him that we forget just how much God wants to spend time with us!  

· There is a great Vineyard song, “I love your presence.”

· He loves your presence too!

· I was meeting with Bill and Andy at B&N the other night and grabbed a book by Tommy Tenny to read till they got there.  

· He was reflecting on the services at his church and made the comment that often his favorite service and God’s favorite service weren’t always the same.

· And he would explain how he would, at times, leave church satisfied while God was still hungry for so much more.

So, we sensed God calling us to build Him a house, to plant a church.  And that church should express what God loves… authentic worship, nothing to separate us from intimacy with Him, and a passion for His presence.

· like the Tabernacle of David, we didn’t need to be overly concerned about religious forms… we just needed to be real.

· I remember thinking about this as I was driving to Morristown.  We were living in Bergen County at the time… I would try to pray around Motown once a week.

· One time, while on route 80, I began feeling some anxiety… what if I fail?  What if no one comes?

· He spoke to me so clearly, “Then come alone… then worship me alone”

· I broke down and began to cry… saying that I will come… every Sunday, even if no one else comes, I will come and worship You, Lord.

· I had to pull off the highway.

· that was the calling God put on our hearts… and began putting on other people’s hearts.  Not to build some elaborate mega-church, but to simply build a house for the Lord…

Well, three months ago we had our first service.  That was 2001.  As we look head on to 2002 I believe God is going to be forming this church, this house, more deeply than ever before into the Father’s House…

· And as we b/c a church which expresses authentic worship and a deep intimacy and closeness with Him, I believe the Lord will be imparting five things to us as a church over the course of the year.

1.  He is making us into a church free of Empty Religion.

· Bill Truran had shown me a tract that he had written back in the 80s… and attached to it was a button that read It’s not a religion, it’s a relationship… 

· that religion was man’s attempt to reach God while true Christianity is God’s attempt to reach man.

· Empty religion, then, is anything we do, which embraces the forms of the faith without the substance of the faith, which is intimacy with the Father.

· Sending in donations of $100 or more in order to have a prayer cloth sent to you

· Seeing the church as a social club rather than a community of believers gathered around and identified by the Living God.

· Going from church to church seeking only the manifestations of God rather than Jesus Himself… it’s empty

· And this empty religion ends up being a giant veil in our lives, separating us from deeper intimacy with the Father.

Basically, whenever we find ourselves striving in our faith to earn God’s love and acceptance, we have fallen into empty religion.

· Several months ago we looked at the Prodigal Brother and all his religious striving… how he spent his life trying to earn his Father’s love when all he ever need to do was simply accept it.  It has always been there.

· He stood at the door of the Father’s House, and in spite of His father’s pleadings to enter into His house, which represented His goodness, peace, and love; he chose to remain on the outside.

· Just remember that we must never serve God in order to earn His love but rather, serve b/c we are overflowing in His love.  

In John 2:13-16, we read about how Jesus entered in the Court of the Gentiles in the temple area and saw nothing but a corrupt marketplace.   

· In His anger, He turned all the tables over and drove the merchants out of the temple, calling out, “How dare you turn My Father’s House into a marketplace?”

· Here’s the context:  Each year, when the Passover would approach, people would come from throughout the world to worship God in the temple.  

· when they came they’d have to offer a bird or animal as a sacrifice.  So not only would they need to buy them in once they arrived in Jerusalem, but they would first need to exchange their own currencies into the currency of Israel.

Yet, even though the animals were being sold to be offered as sacrifices, the fact is that the prices for them were being doubled and tripled.  These merchants were taking advantage of people’s desire to worship God!

· What is worse, the people exchanging this money and selling these animals weren’t just any merchants.  Many NT scholars believe that the priests were the ones conducting this business.  

· Probably they had starting doing this some years earlier as a service to those coming to worship.

· But over time they began using the temple for their own selfish purposes and financial gain… empty religion.  

But as angry as this may have made Jesus when he entered the temple, what I believe really angered him is that the priests were ripping off people in the area of the temple that was built for the Gentiles.

· It was a place where Jews should have been interacting with the Gentiles, telling them about the One true God.

· Any Gentiles that came to observe the feast wouldn’t have learned anything about the Father… but rather would have turned away in dismay.

· Empty religion, as it had with the Prodigal Brother, not only hurts us, but it causes the world to look at the church and turn away in dismay.  Don’t we see this happening around us already?

· But nothing, nothing can break the back of empty religion, like the Father’s love.

· And as this church begins to reflect more and more His love, beauty, acceptance, and kindness, empty religion will begin to disappear.

2.  He is making us into more of a Healing church
· Though we will always be in process to one degree or another, I believe that as a church, He is making us into a place of real healing… emotionally and physically.

· Its already happening… people from the community are calling us and asking if we would come and pray for them.  This week… a 27 y/o guy.

· In 2nd Chronicles 5, we read about how the priests were worshipping the Lord… and as they were doing that, God’s presence fell on them, to the point that they fell on their knees.

· They put their faces to the ground and praised Him saying, “He is good and His love endures forever.”

· It’s in this context that the Lord spoke to them saying, “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

· He said that if we humble ourselves and seek His face… then He will come to heal and restore.

· And then the healed will become the healers… ministering themselves His love and healing to the people around them.

And once the empty religion, striving, building your own kingdom is lost and we become a community who seeks His face, then the broken and blind can come in and get healed.  

3.  He is making us into more of a Caring Community.

· When you think of the church, what jumps into your mind?  We know that the church is not about buildings… but about people.

· Most simply, the church is an interconnected community of people who order their lives around the person of Jesus Christ.

· If we are a group of people centered around Jesus, then we need to be a people which reflect, to one another, the heart of Jesus… love, forgiveness, kindness, and gentleness.

· Yet how many people haven’t been hurt by someone in a church at one time or another?

Ezekiel 34 “This is what the Sovereign Lord says… should not shepherds take care of the flock… why then have you treated them harshly.”

· God wants leaders in his house to be caring, gentle people.  Strengthening the weak, not building up our own power base.

· Yet, its not just the leaders who are called to care for one another… we all are.

· John says in 1 John 4:21, “Whoever loves God must love his brother.”

· as we become authentic worshippers, I believe we will move past “hello-ship” to real “fellowship”.

If the Father can trust us… knowing that if He sends the blind and broken to us that we’ll welcome then, love them and pray for them, then He will send them.

· If we can’t love one another, why should God send the prodigals to our church?

4.  He will help us walk, more deeply, in our identity as sons & daughters.
· As we b/c the Father’s House, the people who come here will find their identity as sons and daughters.  Transformation!

· Think of the Prodigal Son… He was a son… but he left the Father’s House… and lost his identity of being a son and took on the identity of a slave… eventually doing what slaves do.

· He was told he was a slave and b/g to then live as a slave.  He bought into this new identity.

· So many people live outside of the Father’s house… though they are sons and daughters they live as slaves.  They buy into the enemy’s lies.

· We need to be the kind of place that leads people back into their new identity.

· And when the son returned to his Father’s house, look at how wonderfully the Father’s affection was demonstrated…  “This SON of mine was dead (was dead in the lie of his false identity).  

· One of the first things the Father did was to pronounce the son’s true identity! This Son of Mine!

· Sometimes we need to look at the robe, the sandals, the ring, and remember that we are his sons and daughters.  Then we’ll live like sons and daughters… no longer held down by empty religion.

5.  He will make us more of a Missional Church
· If the most important thing we need to do as an authentic, relevant church is to worship Him in Spirit and truth, then the second key is for us to be Missional.

· I believe the church begins to die the moment it begins to operate solely for the benefit of insiders rather than those on the outside.

· And as the church is ordained to exist for the world around us, we need to engage ourselves in unreserved participation in the world… without becoming of the world.

· Yet somehow, the church remains culturally disconnected from the world to the extent that many aren’t rejecting Jesus, but rather, they are rejecting the church

· How can we change this?  It will likely be one of the most important questions we grapple with over the next year… making sure we never move beyond that fine line b/t relevance and compromise. 

As we consider these things, we need to remember that we are living in a new day… an age where people are forever saturated with information and ideas.

· But unlike the last decade where people sought understanding thru rational thought and debate, the younger generations are looking for substance; 

· They don’t want to read Josh McDowell’s Evidence that Demands a Verdict… they want to read your life!

· they aren’t looking for proof texts but for true spirituality.

· How do we give them this?  First, we need to get it ourselves… that is what I believe the Father is wanting to impart to us… a faith far deeper than we’ve experienced before.

· I’ve already said it in different ways, but the truth is, we have nothing to offer the world if we’re not doing it ourselves… if we’re, as a community, changed by Him.

· To whatever degree you have been experiencing the presence and majesty of God in your life, you need to yearn for those higher places the Father has for us in Christ.

· God is here, right here with us, offering a never-ending invitation to drink.  

· He wants to give us the heart of David who said, “Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.” 

· Who cares about titles, power, privileges… we get to know God!

Yes, someone who is unchurched may feel uncomfortable seeing someone pray or worship passionately, but ultimately, such authenticity is what they are longing for.

· they have experienced form without substance for years… and if prayer is the form, than passion directed toward Jesus in conformity with God’s word is its substance.

· The unchurched need to see how we translate our theology into practice. 

Part of making us a Missional church is making us a church that moves in the power of the Spirit. 

· Jesus came not only to proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom but to demonstrate the Kingdom.

· And as we become the Father’s House, the place where the Father rests, then we will see more and more power released… power for healing and freedom from spiritual bondage.

· Because where His manifest presence is, so is His power there to heal, set free, and restore.
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God has been so good us to us as a church… He called us last year to basically do what He asked David to do three thousand years ago… build me Him house where He can come and interact with us… in intimacy, authenticity, without anything standing between us.

· And in this new year, the Father is going to deepen what is He has already begun… in order to build a house…

· Free of Empty Religion

· A healing church

· A caring community

· A church that walks in its identity as sons and daughters

· And a church that has as its mission to bring the world around it into His love and peace.

There is no better pursuit for us as a church than to lead others into the Father’s love. 

