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The Role of Pastor as Worshipper

While the role of the Worship Leader is so vital to the life of the church, I think we would all agree that the role of the Pastor in modeling worship is at least as important. As pastors, we speak about worship, yet rather than enter into it each Sunday morning, for example, we find ourselves preoccupied with all the logistics of the service, “Do I know my sermon well enough? 

Who is that new person?  “Why hasn’t that family come in three weeks?”  Yet what we too easily forget is that most everyone who walks into church is wrestling with their own set of questions and concerns.  Who then will step up to the plate and model biblical values of worship?  Needless to say, I believe the pastor should be leading the charge. 

I was with a group of pastors a few weeks ago and one brother shared with me that he hadn’t gotten anything out of the worship time he had experienced at a local conference he had recently attended.  Through his statement, I realized that pastors, as much as anyone else, need to come to terms with just what worship is.  When someone said a similar thing to John Wimber, he commented that our saying “we didn’t get anything out of worship” is like going to someone else’s birthday party and complaining that you didn’t get any gifts.  Perhaps this is the essence of what needs to be modeled in worship.  That worship isn’t a vehicle to warm up the congregation for the sermon or to soften the people up for the offering, but rather, worship is an end in itself.  It is what we were created for as God’s “treasured possession”. 

As God’s son, walking in deeper intimacy and friendship with God is my greatest ambition.  Worship isn’t a starting place for me on Sunday mornings; it is the beginning and end of all I hope to do in my life.  As a church, it is the very purpose for which we meet.  That’s why I make sure that when the service starts, I chose not to worry about the attendance or what follows worship, and purposefully “set my mind upon the Lord” (Ps 16:8).

This isn’t to say that worship will effect me to the same degree each week, but the whether or not worship touched me more profoundly this week as opposed to last isn’t the issue because worship is for God, not for me.  The word “worship” itself comes from the Hebrew, Shakah, which means to fall or bow down.  So, in saying, “Come, let us worship and bow down; Let us kneel before the Lord our God our Maker,” David is calling us to surrender, to give up.  Worship must always start at this point of bankruptcy, where we come to Him wholly surrendered, offering our bodies “as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God.”  This, as Romans 12:1 says, is our “spiritual act of worship.”

Our English word for “worship” adds another dimension onto this.  It literally means, “worth-ship”.  Whether it’s an object, a person, or even an idea, worshipping is attributing ultimate worth to something… valuing one thing above all else.  To worship God, then is to recognize his worth or worthiness… to look God-ward and to acknowledge in all ways the value of what we know to be true.  And when we find ourselves distracted, struggling to enter into this reality, then we must offer our worship nonetheless as a “sacrifice of praise.”  It is a sacrifice simply because it is not easy for people like you and I to turn our attention fully away from ourselves to God.  Yet as we simply choose to worship Him in spite of the distractions, we will find ourselves worshipping not simply as an act of the will but of the heart as well.  And as we “fix our gaze into the light of God’s presence (Ps 104:2), He will return the look and speak the words spoken to the bride in Song of Song, “How beautiful is your love toward me.”  As a pastor, how can I expect our congregation to get it, if I’m not living it?

