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What To Do When You’ve Blown It!

February 1, 2004
What I want to do this morning is to take a peek into the life of someone who blew it in a big way.  It was the kind of thing you just wouldn’t have expected from someone known for being so close to God. 

· I’m not talking about any old sin…

· rather, he put a great deal of thought and effort into this…

· and he put even more effort into covering it up.

· you may have watched one of several movies documenting this… how thru the act of this one man, two people were dead and two families were destroyed.

· Yet, somehow, at the end of the day, he was able to make it thru this terrible storm and get back on his feet.

· Maybe you already know whom I’m talking about.  I quote him in nearly every sermon I give… Anyway, here’s the story…

One evening, while unable to go to sleep, King David went out on his balcony to take a walk.  While out there, he saw a beautiful woman off in the distance… her name was Bathsheba.

· when David found out that her husband, Uriah, was a soldier and was away at war, David sent for her and seduced her.  

· Sometime later she told him that she was going to have a baby.

· In order to cover his tracks, David had Uriah brought in from the battlefield for a time of R&R.

· David suggests that Uriah go home and spend time with his wife… to cover up what he had done.  But Uriah refused… saying that his going home to be with his wife would be an act of disloyalty to his fellow soldiers.

· Since he couldn’t be persuaded to compromise, David sent him back to battle with a letter to deliver to the commanding officer.

· Uriah didn’t know it but he was delivering his own death sentence.

· The letter told the CO to put Uriah on the front lines and withdraw the other troops so Uriah would be sure to die… and this is what happened.

· He was killed in battle and David married Bathsheba.

It wasn’t long before a prophet named Nathan confronted David with his sin.  David was leveled… and dropped to the ground saying, “I have sinned against the Lord”.

· In a way, I think David was relieved that this was now out in the open… yet he grieved over what he had done.

· It was at this moment that David wrote Psalm 51.  This is definitely a Psalm about “What to Do When You’ve Blown It.”  

· READ SECTIONS of PSALM 51

We can all learn from David’s example how to make things right when we blow it.

· Based on Psalm 51, there are four things we need to do in order to get ourselves back on track with God, with others, and with ourselves.  

· Getting back on track requires…

1.  CHANGE of HEART

· In the first 2 verses of P.51, David cries out to the Lord for forgiveness.  Then says…

· “For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.  Against you, you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight.” (verses 3-4)
· This is the same thing the Prodigal Son said when he returned to his father.  Jesus quotes David here!
· David was guilty and he knew it.  He couldn’t deny what he had done any longer… He didn’t want to.  He could only confess to God and ask forgiveness.

Not long ago, basketball star, Dennis Rodman, made the headlines when he kicked a cameraman during a basketball game.  Luckily for Rodman, he escaped criminal charges and got by with just an 11 game suspension and a $200,000 payout to his victim.

· A few days after the incident, Rodman discussed the event in an interview, and his attitude reflected anything but a change of heart.  In fact, he insisted that what he had done wasn’t that bad.

· That he himself was the victim in this whole ordeal since he was being forced to pay money only b/c he was rich.  After all, he just gave the guy a little tap!

· He must have forgotten that what he had done was taped and that tape was played on TV.

· Bottom-line, even after the payout and suspension, Rodman didn’t believe he had done anything wrong.

We’re often just that way about our own sin.  We try to justify it and pretend it’s not that bad.  We try to explain why it isn’t really sin.

· as long as we try to justify our sin away, we will find a huge barrier between ourselves and intimacy with the Father.

· Getting right with God requires a change of heart.

Jim Bakker’s book is titled, “I Was Wrong”.  Imagine that being the title of your autobiography!

· How would you like to have to sum up the first 50 years of your life with that phrase!

· That’s not how Jim Bakker was hoping his autobiography would read when younger… but thankfully, the Lord changed his heart thru this time in prison and had the honesty to do it.

· In his book, he admits not only to moral failure, but also acknowledges that he led many astray by teaching theological error.

· He describes himself as being at that time ambitious and self-serving… seeing himself as above consequence.

· When he wound up in prison, alone, broke, and abandoned, he experienced a change of heart.  He reached a point where he was truly sorry for his sins.

How many times when you were younger would you get into trouble… and your mother or father would ask you if you were sorry.  Of course, our answer was always, “yes”.

· Then she would ask the tough question… “are you sorry you did it or are you just sorry you got caught?”  

· A change of heart means that we’re sorry we did it, regardless of who knows or doesn’t know about our sin.

· For David, while it took Nathan to bring him to that place of confession, I think he was already at that place of wanting to be caught.  His sin had taken such a physical and emotional, as well as spiritual toll on him… and he wanted it to end.

We not only need a change of heart but also a CHANGE of MIND!

· have you ever notice that we often take credit for our accomplishments, but we often blame our failures on extenuating circumstances or someone else?

· Where we know in our heart that we were wrong but in our mind we have a dozen excuses?

· If we get short with someone, we might say, “I’m sorry I’ve lost my temper… its b/c I’m so tired… or I’m under pressure… or that person upset me.”  I use these excuses too!
· Not that these excuses aren’t legitimate.  They probably are part of the equation. 

· But, at the end of the day, we need to accept full responsibility for our actions.

In 1980, NYC Mayor, Ed Koch, appeared on a local news program in the middle of the city’s financial crisis.  Koch had spent over a ¼ million to put up bike lanes in Manhattan, and they turned out to be a disaster.

· Cars were driving in the bike lanes, pedestrians were walking in them, and bikers were again being crowded out. It was a mess and many people in NY were furious about it.

· Koch was coming up for reelection, so a handful of journalists cornered him on this show, planning to tear him to pieces for spending money so foolishly... when the city was broke.

· One reporter said, “Mayor, how could you possibly justify wasting hundreds of thousands of dollars on bike lanes?”  The stage was set for a ½ hour confrontation.

· Instead, Koch said, “It was a terrible idea.  I thought it would work, but it didn’t.  It was one of the worst mistakes I ever made.”  Then he stopped.

· None of the other journalists knew what to say or do.  They were expecting him to squirm and make excuses, but he didn’t even try.

· The next journalist stammered and said, “But Mayor, how could you do this?”  Koch said, “I already told you… it was a stupid idea.  It didn’t work.”  Then he stopped.

· There were 26 minutes left in the show and the reporters had to find something else to talk about.

· The last thing they expected that day was for the mayor to take responsibility for his actions.

· Ultimately, Koch went on to receive both the Democratic and Republican endorsements for re-election.

The principal here is that we have to stop blaming our sin on anything or anyone else.  It does no good saying, “I am a victim of my environment or my circumstances”.

· David could have said, “It was Bathsheba’s fault”… look what she was wearing at the time… any guy would have done the same thing.

· He could have placed blame in several areas, but he realized that it was now time to take responsibility for his actions.  That’s why he said in vs. 4, “against you, you only have I sinned.”

· David was saying, “I am responsible for my actions.  I can’t blame anyone but myself.”  Getting back on track requires a change of heart, and change of mind, and a…

CHANGE of PERSPECTIVE

16You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.  17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”

· David had to change the way he responded to his sin.  He learned that God wasn’t interested in our “sacrifices” per say, but in our heart.

· When we sin, we often do what I’ve described as “Evangelical Penance”…  

· Rather than simply coming to God in confession as we’re told to do in 1 Jn 1:9, where God is faithful to forgive, we try to throw in some penance.  

· We’ll say things like, “I’m sorry for what I did, Lord.  Tomorrow I’ll start having quiet times with you again, Lord.”  Or “I promise to read my Bible more, God.”

· God isn’t looking for those kinds of “sacrifices” but a contrite heart.

Another thing we have to change our perspective on is, when we fall into sin, we often beat ourselves up b/c of it.  I know I’ve shared this stuff before… but beating yourself up for your sin is not the response Jesus has given to us.

· I don’t deserve to be forgiven; I’m sure He is sick of me by now… how can He love me?

· Some of you when you face those self-induced storms find it hard to believe that God even loves you b/c of what you’ve done… 
· And if you can’t receive His love, in spite of what you’ve done, you probably wont be able to receive His forgiveness.

Look at the apostle John, who refers to himself over and over again in his Gospel as, “the one whom Jesus loves.”  Even Jesus calls John & his brother, “Sons of Thunder” b/c of their tenacity & strength. 

· But was it because of John’s great maturity, perfection, and wisdom that he felt loved by Jesus and was able to walk in intimacy with him?

· Not even a little bit!  In fact, the picture the NT paints of John, particularly before the crucifixion, isn’t one of a powerful, wise man at all.  

· This is really brought out in Luke’s Gospel where we see John getting rebuked by Jesus three times in just ten verses.

In Luke 9 verse 44, while on their way to Capernum, Jesus tells his disciples that he was going to be delivered into the hands of evil men.”  

· Apparently, this didn’t sink in very well because in verse 46 we read that just then a dispute erupted amongst the disciples regarding who was the greatest.   

· You can just see John saying, “I am no longer content upon being one of the 12 most important people in history… I want to be the top guy within the 12”.  

· So, Jesus responds saying, “whoever is least among you… he is the greatest.”
· Now you would think that John’s response would be something like, “I am so sorry… how then can I walk in humility, Jesus.”  

But instead, right after Jesus rebukes the lot of them, John comes out with this unbelievable comment.  

· In verse 49 he says, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name; and we tried to hinder him because he does not follow along with us.”
· In other words, John is saying, “Jesus, in the town we were just in there were people, really anointed, casting demons out in your name and people were getting set free… and we wanted to stop them because they weren’t part of our little kinship group!”  

Picture Jesus’ expression… “John, let’s try this again.  I just told you that it isn’t good to be so concerned with who you are… and the only answer you have is the put those down who are doing these good things?  

· John was basically saying, “I don’t want anyone to be anointed who is not part of our group… what if they continue doing what they’re doing and everyone gets starts talking about them and they get to be more important than we are?”

· Bad answer to Jesus’ statement re John’s self-importance.  So, in verse 50, Jesus again rebukes John.

In the very next verse, Jesus makes it clear that his intention was to make his way to Jerusalem where he would face the cross.  So Jesus sends James and John ahead of the rest to let people know he was coming.  

· On route, James and John entered a Samaritan village where, for one reason or another they didn’t want anything to do with Jesus.  

· When Jesus finally catches up to them, in verse 54, James and John let him know that these Samaritan people weren’t interested in having a crusade in their town.  

Then John approaches Jesus and says, “Lord, can we command fire to come from heaven and consume them?” (“like Elijah did and just nuke the city.”)

· So, Jesus turns around and rebukes him for the 3rd time!  

· Now, is there any question why Jesus, in Mark 3:17, calls John, “Son of Thunder”?  
· So, next time you think you need to have it all together in order to have God’s love; you need to think about John.

1.  In verse 46 he wants to be the greatest of the greatest; 

2.  In verse 50 he rebukes those anointed beside him; 
3.  And now he wants to nuke an entire city.  

4.  Mixed in with his godly zeal was a lot of confusion!   BUT THAT’S NOT ALL!

Now, in Mark 10:34, about one week later, John and James say to Jesus, “teacher we want to ask you something”.  Jesus must be thinking, “oh man, this could be anything… he wont give up!”  

· John says, “grant us that we might sit at your right hand in glory… I mean, I know you didn’t like me asking if I could be over the other twelve… but I just have to ask you… ‘can I be over everyone forever?”

· Jesus is thinking, “you don’t want to be over the rest of the twelve any longer?”  “No, we want to be over everyone… John the Baptist, Moses…” What about what I told you last week?  “That was good, Jesus, I think the other eleven needed to hear that.”

· John somehow figures that right after Jesus explains that he will be mocked and whipped and spit upon (in vs. 32) would be a good time to ask Jesus about this.  CRAZY!
And if that isn’t enough, Matthew 20 brings another element into this story.  Matthew writes that after Jesus says “no” to John and James, about being over everyone for eternity, they send their mother to ask Jesus a second time.  

· So this sweet little Jewish mother comes up and says, “did you tell my boys no?”  

· Jesus says “yes” and she says, “Do you know who my sons are?”  Now the mother is pressing into Jesus for the second time.  

· And NOW we learn where James and John got it from!  If John and James were the “sons of thunder” then guess who “momma thunder” is!

You see, this guy, who did all these crazy things… He’s the one whom Jesus loves!  John gave himself that title… because he knew that, in spite of what he’s done… that Jesus loved Him… and because of that, he was always able to walk in Jesus’ forgiveness and friendship.

·  “I know I blew it… but God loves me… I’ve been rebuked four times in the last week… but Jesus loves me!”  

· And if John can be who he was and walk in such intimacy with the Lord, I know we can too! 
· He’s just looking for that child-like heart.
So, when we find ourselves face to face with our own sin, we need to have a change of heart, change of mind, change of perspective, and lastly, a CHANGE of DIRECTION.
· David’s life got off track b/c he started doing things his way and going his own direction.

· Suddenly, he recognized that things had skidded out of control, and that he needed to make things right.

· He also realized that he couldn’t do it without God’s help.  

· In vs. 7-12, he wrote, “Cleanse me… wash me… blot out all my sin… create in me a clean heart… renew a steadfast spirit within me.”

We can mess things up on our own without anyone’s help… we’re good at that.  But it takes God’s help to get us back on track.

· Too often we are guilty of trying to clean ourselves and make ourselves good (and keep ourselves good) so that we will be acceptable to God.  

· And that is simply NOT acceptable to God! 

· There is only one way I can come to God… “Just as I am”

· And, when we come to Him, as I Jn 1:9 says, “He is faithful and just to forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

Getting back on track requires a change of direction—where we stop going our own way and start going His way.  And what does it mean to “go God’s way?”  It means that we experience a 

1. Change of Heart where we recognize/confess what we’ve done before God.  
2. Change of Mind where we take full responsibility for what we’ve done… even if something or someone else did, in reality, help provoke you.

3. Change of Perspective, where you stop beating yourself up for what you do… and simply receive the forgiveness that is already yours in Jesus.

4. Change of Direction, where we pray as David did… not just that God would change his behavior… but that God would change His heart.  “God… I confess my sin to you… and I don’t just ask you to keep me from this sin again… but that you would change what it is inside of me that make me so vulnerable to it.”

WORSHIP TEAM

Folks, when you find yourself in one of those self-inflicted storms of life, know that Jesus’ love will not fail you, that he will be faithful.  But also know that there needs to be a change of heart, mind, perspective, and direction.  

1. Spend time alone with God.   It’s in His presence that we give Him more access into our lives

2. Be filled with the Holy Spirit.  We need the Spirit’s activity in our lives to overcome the power of sin and to restore us to that place of intimacy with Him.

3. Ask God to give us a sense of joy.  David prayed, “Restore to me the joy of your salvation”. B/c he recognized that a relationship with God brings joy and peace… and he wanted that peace & joy back.

4. Look for the chance to help others.  David writes, “Then I will teach sinners your ways and they will turn back to you.”  B/c he recognized that the Good News is worth sharing with others.

