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The Presence of the Future
October 19, 2003
I’d like to continue on, this morning, with our series on the Kingdom of God, which I began several weeks ago.  
· I believe that our understanding of the Kingdom is so essential if we are to be the church I believe God has called us to be.
· In Luke 8:1, we read that “Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God.”  
· In fact, the first time Jesus ever preached, His announcement was that the Kingdom of God was at hand.  
· Nearly every one of His parables had to do with the Kingdom… and we read throughout the Gospels how His miracles testified to the presence of the Kingdom.
· If this message of the Kingdom of God was so important to Jesus, then it should certainly be important to us!  

· That’s why, if you read our statement of faith, it is laced with this foundation of the Kingdom.

Listen, when Jesus announced, in Luke 4, that the time was fulfilled and that the Kingdom of God was at hand, He didn’t spend a lot of time explaining what He meant. 
· The reason is that the Jews whom Jesus was speaking to had not only a deep understanding of what the Kingdom of God was, but a growing expectation about what the Kingdom would look like when it came.

· So, what I began doing last time was to begin tracing back through the OT so that we can begin to understand just what the Kingdom of God is about through the same lenses the Jews had.

We started from the beginning, back in Genesis 1:1 where we read of a powerful & sovereign God, Elohim, who creates the universe, the very object of others’ worship (eg. sun, moon, starts), with just a thought.
· But as magnificent as that creation was, we learn that the crown jewel of His creation is you… and me!

· Then, in Genesis 2:4b, we see this creation story told from an entirely different vantage point, where the attention shifts from God’s activity in heaven to God’s creation on earth.

· Here, in Genesis 2, the picture isn’t of Elohim creating by means of a mere thought from His throne in heaven… but Elohim Adonai (Yahweh) breathing His own breath of life into humanity… who is fearfully and wonderfully made… placed in the midst of this beautiful garden.

· Then we read how this man and women walk hand in hand in friendship with their God… created for intimacy, worship, and friendship.

· You see, what we’re reading and seeing here in Genesis 2 is a picture of what the Kingdom of God is.  The Kingdom into which God gave us life is this beautiful place where God and His children interact in perfect friendship and intimacy.

But, then, in Genesis 3, we read how humanity is seduced by Satan and then, in chapter 4, how this evil within humanity causes them to hurt not only themselves but one another.

· Because of this, humanity becomes caught up in Satan’s counterfeit kingdom… with all that peace and joy turned into shame, guilt, fear, and loneliness.

· But then, what does God do?  Does he just turn His back on humanity… whom He loves so much?  No… in Genesis 3:8-9 we see God pursuing them… calling them out from behind their shame and guilt… inviting them back to Himself.

· And then, in Genesis 3:15, He makes this declaration for all the spiritual and natural world to hear, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." 
· That one day, God would send someone, born of the seed of the women.  And while Jesus will be struck there at Calvary, Satan would be dealt that death blow… and all that he and all the evil he has sown into humanity… will be destroyed.

And so, when Jesus announced that the Kingdom was at hand, what He was saying was that God had come to take back what was rightfully His… and that is, His crown jewel… humanity.

· And that one day, Jesus would come again to bring us, once and for all, back into the garden we were always meant to have…

· Where, as John speaks in Rev 11:15, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever."

Of course, the Jews in Jesus’ day didn’t know any of what was revealed about the Kingdom in the NT.  What they knew of it came from a number of “signs” or “windows” given through OT history of the Kingdom to come.
· Because of time, I’ll likely only get through several of these “windows” into the coming Kingdom.
· And keep in mind that each of these “windows” will give us a different glimpse of what the Kingdom will one day be like in full.

· The first is the Exodus Narrative and the second is the David Monarchy.
The story begins in Exodus 3 when Moses climbs Mt. Sinai and stands before a bush that is burning… but that isn’t being consumed by the flames.  In verse 6, God says to Moses, “I am the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”
· But he was also the God of Adam and the God of all of humanity!

· He says to Moses, “I have seen how My people are suffering… Go and set My people free.”
· Moses says (vs 13), “if I go and they ask what is your name, what should I say?”  God then says (vs 14), “I am the One Whom I Am”.  
· In Hebrew, that can be translated, “I am who I am” or “I was who I was” or “I will be who I will be”.

· The NLT translates it, “I am the One Who Always Is.”  And while that is perhaps the best translation of it, the meaning is even broader than that.

The name “I am” in Hebrew also has the strong meaning of, “I am present”.

· So, when God declares to Moses by what name He should be made known to Pharaoh, what He says is essentially, “Tell Pharaoh that the One who Always Is has broken into the Present.”

· In that declaration to Moses, God has announced that He has broken into history… that He has come to intervene in history… to confront the bondage of His people and to redeem His people back to Himself.

· We see this heart of God in Exodus 6:7 when He says, “I will make you my own special people, and I will be your God and you will know that I am the Lord your God who has rescued you.”

Then He sends Moses and Aaron into Pharaoh’s court demanding that His people be set free from their oppression.
· When Pharaoh refused, Aaron laid down his shepherds’ staff (7:10) before Pharaoh and his courts… and the staff turns into a snake.

· Pharaoh then calls in his magicians and “wise men” and they do the same thing… with their staffs becoming snakes as well.
· But then what happens?  Aaron’s snake swallow’s up all of their snakes.

· Through this, we see two supernatural forces in collision… but the One power, who has broken into history to redeem His creation back to Himself, has swallowed up the other power.
· But Pharaoh refused to release Israel… and so God released ten plagues on Pharaoh and Egypt.  
These plagues demonstrate again the incredible collision between Satan’s counterfeit kingdom, that keeps humanity enslaved and broken, and God’s Kingdom… that seeks to bring humanity back into the intimacy with God for which they were always created.
· Notice that each of these ten plagues is like a declaration of war against the demonic powers… against the “gods” of Egypt.

· In the first plague, God turns to Nile River into blood (7:14-25).  
· The Nile was the habitat of the Egyptian god, Haupi… the giver of life.  So, when God turned the Nile into a river of blood, it symbolized to the Egyptians her death.
· Then God released a plague of frogs over the land (8:1-15).  
· Why frogs?  Because the goddess of fertility, resurrection, and magic, (Hakit) was pictured as a frog.  
· And so, the power of Yahweh comes against and destroys the very gods the Egyptians believed gave life in this world and the next.

· The plagues of gnats and flies brought defilement to the people (8:16-24)…

· This meant that, according to their own religious laws, they could not worship their gods… not until they were spotlessly clean.
· The plague against the cattle which was revered by the Egyptians.  

· And so, we see Yahweh destroying Hathor, the cow-goddess and Apis, the sacred bull.
· Through the plagues of boils, hail, and locusts, the gods and goddesses of Egypt who were to keep the people healthy and safe, could not make their stand against Yahweh.

· Then came the plague of darkness throughout Egypt (10:21-23).  
· This was perhaps most serious since Egypt worshiped the sun god, Ra, as the chief of their gods.  When the sun was blotted out for three days, it meant that Yahweh had defeated the ultimate power of Egypt… Ra.
The last plague against Egypt was their final judgment… the death of all the firstborn of Egypt (11-12).  

· Not only did last plague demonstrate God’s ultimate power over Meskhemit, the goddess of birth, and her companion Hathor, responsible to look after the firstborn, 

· but since Ra conceived himself in the generations of the first born of Pharaoh, by taking the life of Pharaoh’s firstborn, Yahweh is destroying the entire line of gods in Egypt.
· This is why God said in Exodus 12:12, “On that night I will pass through the land of Egypt and kill all the firstborn sons… in the land of Egypt.  I will execute judgment against all the gods of Egypt, For I am the LORD, the One Who Always Is”… The God who has become Present in History to Redeem His people back to Himself.
Pharaoh has no choice but to release Israel from their captivity.  But then Pharaoh changed his mind and sends his entire army to destroy Israel.
· In doing this, the final conflict between these two powers would soon take place.  Moses takes his shepherds’ staff and holds out over the water.  

· Then God opens the waters and His people is allowed to pass through the sea… as they cross to the other side, and Pharaoh’s army pursues them through the same pass in the sea. God then closes the waters… and, just like Aaron’s staff, swallows up the powers of Egypt. 
· Then all of God’s people begin singing to the Lord, “I will sing to Yahweh, for He has triumphed gloriously; he has thrown both horse and rider into the sea.  Yahweh is my strength and my song; He has become my victory.  He is my God and I will praise him; He is my father’s God, and I will exalt Him… The Lord is a Warrior, yes, Yahweh (The One Who has Become Present in History) is His name!”
· In contrast to Genesis 10 at the Tower Babel, where humanity is building a alter glorifying themselves, now, the People of God are glorifying God… naming His name!

Then, in verse 13, Moses sings out, “With unfailing love you will lead this people whom you have ransomed.  You will guide them in Your strength to the place where your holiness (presence) dwells.”
· In verse 11 he sings, “No one is like Yahweh!”  This God… the God who has become present, has come against their enemies… entering into History to set them free and restore them back to Himself.
· We see this in verse 17, “You will bring them in and plant them on your own mountain, the place you have made as your home…”

· And he closes in verse 18 saying, “The LORD will reign forever and ever.”
· Do you see how we’re given this window into which we can see what the Kingdom of God will one day be?

In all of this, the Exodus narrative describes the first time in which the Kingdom of God was discovered and experienced by the people of Israel.
· Through it, we see this incredible collision of powers… the powers of darkness against the power of God.  Through the Exodus, we see God swallowing up the power of Satan… destroying it… while, at the same time, liberating God’s people… who then sing out in worship to God.

· For the Jews of Jesus’ day… for the Jews in the temple that day when Jesus opened the scrolls and read from Luke 4… they learned from the Exodus that in the same way, God will one day come again… that He will send His Messiah who would again set them free from oppression.
What they didn’t understand was that the Messiah would come, not to set them free from the oppression of Rome, but the from the ultimate oppression of Satan who holds humanity, as he has since the fall, in captivity.

· Just as it was in the Exodus, God would send a liberator who would break into History… who, this time, would destroy the ultimate power, Satan, once and for all.

· God will then bring His people back to His mountaintop… this time… the garden!

· Jesus is fulfillment of Genesis 3:15.  We read in Galatians 4:4, that “at the right time, God sent His Son (born of the seed of the women).”

· He came to destroy the works of the evil one (1 Jn 5:8), bring salvation and victory to His people, and restore the relationship God always intended to have with humanity… where He would be our God and we would be His people.
Why is it so important for us to walk through the Exodus story like this?  God wants you and I to know… just as much as he wanted the people of Israel to know, that He is the God who is Present.

· He loves you… and He participates with you as you walk through the best of days and the most difficult of days. 

· His promise in Isaiah is for you, that when you pass through the rivers, they will not consume you.  Just as he kept the Israelites from drowning… and just as he protected them from their enemies… so, He’ll protect you.
· Jer 24:7, “I will give them a heart to know me, that I am the LORD. They will be my people, and I will be their God…”
· 2 Cor 6:16, “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people." 
· If you’re going through something in your life… and you are wrestling over whether you can trust God or not… know that He loves you… that He is the One who Breaks into our worlds to be our God.

· Are you struggling to believe this?  Either that God wants to or that God is able to?  I want to challenge you to share your heart regarding this with God this morning.

We also learn through this “picture” of the Kingdom of God that when there is a collision of two powers, God wins.

· We finished up last month in Ephesians chapter 6 speaking about spiritual warfare… we spoke about how Satan launches vicious attacks against us.  

· Even though God had set his people free, Pharaoh still came charging after them.  And even though Jesus has won our freedom at Calvary, Satan is making his one last advance against us, knowing that he will one day be swallowed up when Jesus comes again.
· Perhaps some of you have been feeling as though you’re on the loosing side of that spiritual battle.

· You’re always feeling fatigued, you’ve been sick for so long, you can’t break that depression… your feeling “stuck” at a certain place and don’t know what to do. 

· Know that God always wins…  that He is, as His Word says, “our help in time of trouble.”  That He is our “fortress”, a “Shield about us.”
So the first window into the Kingdom is the Exodus Narrative.  Another major window is the coming of the Kingdom in the Davidic Monarchy. We’ll look more at this next week.
2 Sam 3:18, “Now do it! For the LORD promised David, 'By my servant David I will rescue my people Israel from the hand of the Philistines and from the hand of all their enemies.'" 

Isa 46:4, “Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, I am he who will sustain you. I have made you and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I will rescue you.”
Isa 43:2-3, “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned;

the flames will not set you ablaze.  For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior…” “…you are precious and honored in my sight, and… I love you… Do not be afraid, for I am with you”
