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  The Power of the Holy Spirit

November 14, 2004
Over the past two months we’ve been talking about Extreme Makeovers… the kind of makeovers that impact not only our “outer” world… but more importantly, our “inner” world.
· But what I’d like to do this morning is to talk about the source of that inner change… the power behind that inner transformation… the ministry of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

· Interestingly, when the subject of the Spirit’s power comes up, it’s not uncommon to see some bewildered looks!

· I mean, we have an idea what power looks like in other realms of our lives.

· We know about political power, for example.  Look at the political might the Republicans were given in this election two weeks ago…
· Power to approve budgets, enacts laws, choose Supreme Court Justices, as well as the power to send troops into battle or bring troops home.  Now that’s power!

We certainly know what military power is.  I think it is without question, safe to say that we’ve got the greatest military power on earth.  

· Just look at the staggering technology we have… some of the weapons and rockets used just this week in Fallujah weren’t even invented 10 years ago.  
· I’m amazed when I read about the drone planes… being piloted over Afghanistan by navigators sitting in a control room in Florida!

We know about economic power as well.  In spite of the recession and economic slowdown we’ve experienced over the past four years, we still have the greatest economy in the world.  
· We know how our national economy has the power to determine the standard of living not only of our lives but the lives of people living in villages on the other side of the world! 

· We know about nature’s power... unleashing tornados throughout much of the Midwest, hurricanes off the Florida coast, great fires in California over the past few summers… 

But, when it comes to understanding Spiritual Power, those familiar looks you get, talking about military, political, or economic power start getting a bit clouded. 
· Even within the church, people disagree over the issue of the Spirit’s power in the life of believers.
· Some people say that this life changing power is simply for the past… given to substantiate the ministry of Jesus and the disciples as they laid the foundation for the church.

· Others go the opposite direction, saying that there is power today… but that it is for the spiritually elite… those few spiritual superstars who make the front cover of Charisma Magazine.
· And then there’s a third position that says that the power of the Holy Spirit is available and necessary for the entire body of Christ.  That nobody is excluded… that all are welcome to experience His power in their lives… not simply through a single event… but throughout our lives and ministries.
I believe so strongly that what the Bible teaches is this third position… that not only is the Spirit’s power available and necessary, but that it is available and necessary in the lives of all believers.

· The reality is that the Bible is full of examples, from beginning to end, of God’s power and the experience of His power in the lives of His people… ordinary people.
· Luke 12:32-33, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.”

· What I’d like to do this morning then is to begin looking at the Spirit’s power in the lives of ordinary believers like you and me.  PRAYER.
In Acts 2, after Peter and the other disciples were filled with the Spirit at Pentecost, debate and confusion arose as a result of the Spirit’s power released there in Jerusalem.

· It’s funny because even today, when the Spirit moves in power, there are always those who want to debate the authenticity of what they’re seeing.  That was certainly true concerning the Toronto Blessing.
· In fact, as the disciples were ministering in the Spirit’s power, they were so taken by His presence that they appeared to some as being drunk.

· In response, Peter says to them, in Acts 2:15, “These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning!”
· So, he basically says, “No… we’re not drunk… the bars aren’t even open yet… its only 9am!  What you’re seeing here is what Joel prophesied centuries ago…”

Then Peter goes on to preach about just who Jesus is.  In verse 33, Peter says, “Now He (Jesus) sits on the throne of highest honor in heaven, at God’s right hand.  And the Father, as He had promised, gave Him the Holy Spirit to pour out upon us, just as you see and hear today.”
· Then the people shouted out to Peter saying, “What then should we do?”
· Peter replies… “each one of you must turn from your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
· In Galatians 3:2, Paul writes, “Let me ask you this one question:  Did you receive the Holy Spirit by keeping the law? Of course not, for the Holy Spirit came upon you only after you believed the message you heard about Christ.”
· So, Paul is saying that they didn’t received the Spirit because of their behavior… but because they believed the message about Jesus.

· Then, in verse 14 Paul concludes, “Through the work of Christ Jesus… we Christians receive the promised Holy Spirit through faith”.

· In other words, just as we saw in Acts 2, when we receive Christ, we are given the Holy Spirit.

· That’s why Paul writes in Romans 8:9 that, “if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.”

But the Power of the Spirit is more than this package deal that comes with salvation… the Seal of our Salvation as Paul writes about in Ephesians 1 (the King’s Seal on us… that we are His!)
· But more than just being that “Seal of our Salvation,” Paul also speaks of being “filled with the Holy Spirit”.  In fact, in Ephesians 5:18 Paul tells us that we need to keep on being filled with the Spirit…
· That, while salvation is a one-time event whereby we are given the Holy Spirit and baptized into the body of Christ (as Paul says in 1Cor 12:13)… being filled with the Spirit it is not a one-time event.

· You can see this right after Pentecost, in Acts 4:23.  Here, Peter and John reported all that the religious leaders were saying to them… how they were being ordered not to speak about Jesus any longer.

So, they cried out to God, saying in verse 29-31, “And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give your servants great boldness in their preaching.  Send your healing power; may miraculous signs and wonders be done through the name of your holy servant, Jesus. After this prayer, the building where they were meeting shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.  And they preached God’s message with boldness.”

· Remember, this is only one day after Pentecost… where the Spirit had come in power.  The next day, feeling a tug of fear within them, they cried out to God, and He once again filled with the His Spirit.

· And so, we see the power of the Spirit in giving new life, transforming us, engifting us… and now we see the power of the Spirit continuing that work in our lives.

So, when it comes to the power of the Spirit in our lives… we need to ask ourselves a few basic questions?
1.  Is the Power of the Spirit Biblical?  We’ve already touched on this.  His power released in our lives is Biblical… promised through the Old and New Testaments.

· If God’s Word has authority in your life... than know that it speaks of the availability of God’s power and gifting in our lives… as well as God’s love and mercy.

· Look at Romans 5:5.  “For we know how dearly God loves us, because He has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with His love.”
· Ephesians 3:16 where Paul writes, “I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being.”

· Or Ephesians 5:18 where he tells us to let the Holy Spirit fill us and control us.  In fact, as you may know, the Greek tense Paul uses here emphasizes the need to be continually filled with the Spirit: "always be being filled with the Holy Spirit." 

· It is a conscious act of daily dependence upon the Spirit and a firm rejection to rely solely on your own ability.

2.  Secondly, we need to ask, “Is God’s power available to us today?”
· Folks, we need to have a conviction about this.

· If you’re struggling with an issue… if you’re dealing with brokenness or deep need or hurt in your life, as we all are to some degree, than you need to know if God’s power is available to you in your life today. 
· If you’re reaching out to someone who is broken and needy, you need to know that God’s power is available to you as you minister.

· If your heart is crying out saying, “there has to be more than what I’ve been experiencing, Lord”, then you need to know that God’s power is here for us today.

· You need to know if God’s power is greater than all of the stuff in your lives… that it is not only Biblical… but that it is available to you.

3.  Lastly, we then need to ask ourselves, “What do we do next?  How do we experience this for ourselves?”  There are three starting points I’d like to close with:

1. Take God at His Word.  Jesus said to His disciples in Acts 1:8 that “you shall receive power when the Spirit comes upon you.”
· Just remember that this power isn’t to be carried around like a little treasure but it is a gift to be used to transform us and to bring His love to the nations.

· In this context, Luke is speaking of God’s power being released for the purpose of seeing the Gospel go out from Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the remotest parts of the world.

· Wherever the Spirit is, there is power available.  Not power to do what we want… but power to fulfill His purposes in and through us…. To pray for the sick and for the demonized.

Listen, the Bible says that when we give our hearts to the Lord, we receive the Holy Spirit.  The Bible also says that when the Spirit is upon you, you shall receive power!

· We need to stand on this promise through the times when the power just doesn’t seem to be there.

· Standing on His Word about the Spirit’s power means that you take Him at His Word even when your experience seems to be saying something different.

· Standing on His Word also means that you grow in heightened expectation of that power coming when it doesn’t seem to be there

· Again, God meets us at our level of expectation.

2. We need to be in prayer.   Our response to the risen/reigning Lord is prayer.  In Acts 1:14, we see the disciples and others close to Jesus gathered together for prayer.  

· Can you imagine being at this prayer meeting?  Can you imagine all the emotion coming from these men… dealing with all their sorrow for their unbelief… for failing Him and running away?

· Luke says, “They all met together continually for prayer, along with Mary the mother of Jesus, several other women, and the brothers of Jesus.”

· An important part of our prayers must be repentance.  Remember, after Peter preached his Pentecost sermon, the people asked him, “what should we do?”  He told them to turn from their sins and turn to God.

· Sin has a way of getting in the way of what God would love to do in and thru us.

3. We need to desire the filling of the Holy Spirit.  This can be tough for us… because we have a need to be in control.  

· When the Spirit comes on us and fills us, we wonder if we will loose control… and so we allow fear to keep us from all that God has for us.

· Just remember that you can loose control without going out of control… because you’re coming under the control of a loving, powerful, Father… who has sacrificed everything for you!

It is easy to get caught into such a fast-paced lifestyle where you just feel there is no time for God… that you don’t need Him… that you’ve got it all together.  After church on Sunday, its pretty much… ‘I’ll see you next Sunday, God.’”

· But as we humble ourselves and ask the Father to fill us again with His Spirit, He will come… to transform and empower.

· God’s heart for us once we’ve experienced the Spirit’s power at conversion is to renew and revive us.

· And that is manifested in our lives as we call out to Him for more and more.  “Lord, I want more of You.”  “Refresh me, renew me, empower me, release Your gifts afresh in me…” 

God wants to release His power in our lives through the Holy Spirit.  He wants to unleash power to break addictions, power to form disciplines that will help you grow in your relationship to Him, power to pray for the sick and see them healed.

· God wants to release power in His church so that we can be effective as He calls us to participate in what He’s doing in reaching the world around us with His love.

· He wants to release, through the Spirit, a renewed love for Jesus, a deeper passion for His Word, more joy… more peace.

· Paul writes in Romans that the Kingdom of God is about righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.  He wants to pour out those things in our lives!

· Do you believe it?  Do you believe it for yourself?

· In Luke 12:32-33, Jesus says, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.”
