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The Indescribable Gift

December 31st, 2006


Can you believe Christmas has already come and gone?  It’s amazing, isn’t it?  For weeks we get ready for Christmas… getting our homes all decorated… 

· baking cookies, planning family gatherings, spending hours figuring out what gifts to buy the different people in our lives…

· Then even more hours shopping in crowded mails, dealing with endless traffic… not to mention all the time we spent wrapping gifts and trying to get even a few Christmas cards out in time.

· I mean, think of all the time that goes into making Christmas happen each year… and yet, somehow it’s all ok… and why? Because it’s Christmas!  

For me, all of those extra hours mean nothing compared to having the girls poking me at 6:30 in the morning… trying to wake me up so they can start opening their presents.

· I just love their excitement as they run toward the tree and throw themselves on the floor in front of the presents.  

· You can just feel the anticipation as they both look at us waiting for the ok to fight past all that wrapping paper to get to their gifts.

· And so, with the Christmas music turned on and cameras in hand, we gave them the nod… and believe me… they were off!  

· And, if all that wasn’t enough, my mom and dad came over a few hours later with another round of gifts. We really had a great day!

Now of course, once Christmas is over… the question everyone always asks is, “What’s your favorite present?”  For Rebecca and Sarah, it was their Webkinz.  In spite of everything else they got… their favorite gifts were these $10 stuffed animals.  

· But what makes them special is that each animal has its own serial number so that you can go online and, after you register your animal, you can create homes and clothing for them.

· Not bad that a ten dollar gift could make them so happy! But if you wanted to go crazy one year… if you really wanted to go for the truly extraordinary gift, then I’ve got some ideas for you.

· In fact, I did some Googling… and came up with some possibilities for you that you might want to include on your Christmas gift list for next year.

For that special someone in your life… you might want to pick up a new Jaguar 220 (see pic). If you care to order one of these, you need to first go to your Jaguar dealer & put down your $80,000 deposit since they only make 250 of them a year. 

· Then when the automobile is delivered, you are expected to pay the remaining balance of $507,000.  Don’t even tell me your wife doesn’t deserve a $587,000 Jaguar 220!

· Now, as a stocking stuffer, Jaguar just so happens to sell a new kind of car wax that promises to give your car the ultimate shine. The problem is that an 8-ounce can of it retails for $3,400! 

· But maybe you’d be more interested in a toy car for your kid.  Well, you need only go to FAO Schwarz to pick up your $50g gasoline-powered Ferrari with a 7-foot-long fiberglass body, power steering, four-wheel disc brakes, three-speed transmission (including reverse), and full suspension. 
· Leather seats are lusciously comfortable, and horns, lights and signals all work. This toy car, which tops out at 15 mph, is recommended for kids ages 6 and up. 
If 50g is a little too much for your budget… you can always head out to Neiman Marcus in order to get your kids an $8000 gem-encrusted Mr. & Mrs. Potato Head. 
· These little fellas are only 8 1/2 inches tall and 5 inches in diameter, though it still takes their makers more than 40 hours to cover each one by hand with more than 23,000 crystals in 14 different colors. 
· Seriously guys… go online and you can find an $18,000 Frisbee, a $10,000 yoyo, and even a crystal-studded Etch-a-Sketch from FAO Schwarz priced at $1500! 

· And for the proud grandparent who is wondering what to buy the new grandbaby, you can even find a $28,000 pacifier!

· For your husbands or fathers, may I suggest a new $300,000 gold & silver toilet seat inlaid with precious stones or a $27,000 pair of sunglasses?

You see, these kinds of gifts just stagger our imagination, don’t they? And yet, still, they’re not quite indescribable. 

· I mean even though we may not be able to find words to describe them, I assure you the manufacturers can… & they will spend lots of money describing them in ritzy magazine ads…

· Describing them in such appealing ways as to entice you into believing that you simply can’t live the rest of your life without them. 

· But let me ask you, have you ever received a truly indescribable gift?

· I thought about that for a while this week.  What kind of gift could be completely beyond description?

Well, this morning I’d like to talk about what the Apostle Paul describes as God’s “Indescribable Gift” to us in 2 Corinthians 9:15.

· Now as 2 Corinthians 9 begins, Paul starts out by thanking the church in Corinth for the generous offering they had given to help out the impoverished Christians in Jerusalem.

· But then, in verse 15, he shifts his attention from the kind of generous gifts we’re able to offer to one another… to the incredible gift God has given all of us in sending Jesus into the world as our Savior and Redeemer. 

· And yet, as he begins to describe what God has given us in Christ, the words just aren’t there.  So, he simply writes, "Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift." 

At this time of the year we do our best to depict the wonderfulness of God’s gift of Jesus to us. 

· Musicians have composed some of their greatest music trying to describe the majesty of Jesus’ birth…

· Handel’s "Messiah," & the beautiful hymns, "Joy to the World," "Silent Night," "O Little Town of Bethlehem," “Grandma Got Run Over By a Reindeer!” 

· Poets & painters & sculptors have all taken up the tools of their trade to express the awesomeness of this gift of God’s love.  

· And yet, no matter what songs or works of art we’ve been able to craft, the reality of Jesus… who He is and what He’s done… remains indescribable.  And so, Paul writes, "Thanks be unto God for His indescribable gift."  

· There are many reasons why Paul would consider Jesus to be so indescribable… I want to share four.  He is indescribable because… 


I. BECAUSE OF HIS AWESOME POWER

Perhaps as well as anyone who has ever lived, the apostle Paul marveled over the reality of Christmas.  How Jesus came into this world as the baby born in that dirty stable, laying in a feeding trough on a bed of straw.

· How this baby would rise from the cradle, to the cross, to receive the crown of glory.  How do you describe this?  

· How do you describe a gift of a baby… a baby born of the Spirit… a baby who just happens to be the One who created the earth and all that is in it with just a thought and a breath?

· Ps 19:1 says that the “heavens declare the glory of God; and their expanse declares the work of His hands.”

Two weeks ago I went outside around 1am to watch the Geminid Meteor Shower, which appears this time of the year as the earth makes its rotation around the sun.  

· Basically, this meteor shower is made up of tiny particles left behind in space by comets zooming by.  When the particles enter our atmosphere, they vaporize producing the streaks we call “Shooting Stars”.  It’s Amazing!

· Sometimes I wonder if we stop often enough to consider just how amazing his world really is.  Just think of the Earth… 8000 miles around.

· If you were to tunnel to it core, you would find raging infernos registering temps of over 9000 degrees f.  Yet, we still find ourselves with snow falling each winter.

· Look at the sun… at the center of our solar system, is nearly 110 times larger than the earth.

· The core temp of our sun is 27 million degrees… yet its surface temp of 9500 degrees keeps us at just the right temperature even though it’s 93 million miles away.

Look beyond the moon at night and you’ll often see at least four prominent stars…  the closest of which is Alpha Centauri, which is 4.4 light years from earth (25.8 trillion miles).  

· The furthest of these prominent stars is Vega… 158 trillion miles away.

· Consider the expanse of our Galaxy.  Astronomers tell us that the distance from one end of the Milky Way to the other is 100,000 light years… and contains over 2 billion stars.
· And yet, Psalm 147:4 says the “He counts the number of stars and calls each of them by their names.”
When David looked into the stars each night, he knew they were but drops of dew on the lawn of the Father’s house.”

· Isaiah says in 40:12, the Lord measures the waters in the palm of his hand and measured the heavens against the span of His hand.

· We attempt to measure the distance between galaxies with the world’s most sophisticated instruments… God measures then by the span of His hand.

· We stand in amazement over all those constellations… and yet Jesus holds them in the palm of His hand.

· How could Paul describe Jesus, the author of this creation, as anything but indescribable? 

II. BECAUSE OF HIS NATURE 

Paul also calls Jesus "indescribable" because of His nature.  I mean, what words would you use to describe how our amazing God clothed Himself in human flesh and came into this world to become our Immanuel… God with Us? 

· How do you describe One who leaves the coronations of heaven for the condemnations of earth?

· The majesties of heaven for the miseries of earth

· The throne of heaven for the tree of Calvary
· The songs of heaven for the sneers of earth
How do you describe the One who spoke the universe into existence… who formed the sun in the palm of His hand and set it ablaze to serve as a furnace to keep His children warm?

· How do you describe the One who chose a dirty feeding trough over a Heavenly throne… who chose to be come to us as a baby… utterly dependent upon the very ones He created?

· In Phil 2:7-8 Paul wrote that the God of the universe “emptied Himself, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!” 

· How do you describe this love? Paul says that we can’t.  

III. BECAUSE OF HIS SACRIFICIAL PURPOSE IN COMING TO EARTH


Third, I think Paul also called Jesus indescribable because of His purpose in coming to earth. The Prophet Isaiah announced in Isaiah 7:14 that “the Lord himself will give them a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”   
· Isaiah later tells us what this child would do… in chapter 61 he writes that thru this child’s life, the brokenhearted would find peace, the captives would find freedom, and prisoners will be set free from the darkness.

· And so He comes… out of eternity into our world… from omnipresence and omnipotence to the limitations of man…

· To be, as Paul writes in I Tim 2:16, a “ransom for us so that thru Him, we can walk in fellowship with our Heavenly Father.”

This is why we celebrate Christmas.  We celebrate the fact that Jesus came into our world to save us.  But He not only came to save us from something, He came to save us to something… 

· and that is the relationship that God always intended us to share with Him… a relationship of friendship, Fatherhood, intimacy, Sonship.  

· How do you describe this?  Paul wrote that the wages of our sin is death… that the result of what we do will lead to eternal separation from God.

· God isn’t one to change His mind… so He changes the plan… and sends His own Son to pay the penalty for our sin.

· So, He comes into the world, God incarnate, to pay the debt we were supposed to pay.

Paul writes in 2 Cor. 8:9, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, so that you, thru His poverty, might become rich.”
· What does it mean, “He became poor”?  It means that He gave up His honor and glory, he let go of His position, He relinquished all the riches of heaven, in order to b/c one of us, in order to save us from our sins.

· He gave up that glory in order to b/c a human baby.  Think of it... coming as an adult would be humility enough… to give up the glory of heaven to b/c a man.

· But instead he b/c a baby… not even a royal baby… but a peasant child born to poverty and want…utterly dependent on those He Himself created.

He grew up in the poorest of towns… and, while he had a great mom and dad, Joseph and Mary were not perfect. 

· They were extraordinarily godly… and yet, they weren’t all knowing or all wise.  They were just two inexperienced parents doing the best they could. 

· Certainly, there were times when Joseph had a bad day at work and yelled at Jesus for no reason.

· There must have been times when Mary disciplined Jesus unfairly out of anger or frustration.

· And yet God Incarnate remained perfectly obedient to His imperfect parents.

He had to subject Himself to them… to their imperfections.  He had to obey and respect them even when he knew they were wrong… or when they were acting foolishly or sinfully.  WHY WOULD HE DO THIS?
· He never grumbled or complained.  Instead, He humbled Himself and willingly yielded to their authority over Him.

· But His humility didn’t end with His birth or childhood.  Ultimately, He would humble Himself by dying on the cross for our sins.  

· In fact, Hebrews 12:2 says that it was “for the joy set before Him that He endured the cross, disregarding its shame” so that we can have life.
· And what did we do to deserve this?  Nothing. 

IV. BECAUSE OF HIS EFFECT ON US

Lastly, this gift of Jesus is indescribable because of His effect on us.

· Let me ask you something?  How may of you could tell me what your favorite Christmas present was from last year?

· Very few of you can, right?  You see, as special as those gifts are under our Christmas trees each year, the truth is, that very few of them will ever make a real different in your life.

· And yet, the indescribable gift of Christmas is something we simply can’t forget... because it can forever change our lives. Through it…

A. We are reminded that God really does love us.

In one Peanuts cartoon, Lucy comes in where CB is standing and says, “Merry Christmas, CB.  ‘Tis the Season of peace on earth and good will toward men.  Therefore I suggest we forget all our differences and love one another.”
· CB, whose face lights up, says, “That’s wonderful, Lucy.  I’m so glad you said that.  But tell me, do we have to love each other only at this season of the year?  Why can’t we love each other all year long?”
· Lucy replies, “What are you, a fanatic or something?”
· You see, when it comes to loving us… God’s love is a bit fanatical… because it never quits, it never gives out…
· It’s a stubborn love that keeps on loving even when we feel so unlovable. 

· That baby born into this world with one sole purpose… to die on the Cross of Calvary… is the greatest statement of love the world will ever know.

· Through the gift of Jesus…

B. We are reminded of the joy we really can have in Him.

In the “Grinch that stole Christmas”, the Grinch goes to Whoville to steal all the trappings of Christmas b/c he doesn’t want people to have a happy Christmas.

· And so, on Christmas eve, while everyone is asleep, he goes and steals all their presents.  He steals all their trees, their tinsel and lights and turkey dinners.

· He takes everything about Christmas from their homes and hides them in a cave high on a hill.

· But to his amazement and frustration, on Christmas morning, the people of Who Ville, young and old alike, join their hands and begin to sing and rejoice in celebration of Christmas.

The message of the story is that their joy at Christmastime doesn’t depend upon presents or trees or tinsel or lights.

· Now, Dr. Suess doesn’t tell you where Christmas joy comes from.  But I will.  

· It comes from a God who so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son to come and live among us and die for us so that we can have lives both abundant and eternal.

· Lastly, through the gift of Jesus…

C. We are reminded of the peace we can have in Him.

There wasn’t joy that night in Bethlehem… and there certainly wasn’t much peace.  Like people around us today, many of those who arrived in Bethlehem were filled with despair and indifference.

· But, His coming into this world should remind us that this Prince of Peace is here to pour out His peace on us… 

· A peace that gives us confidence in the midst of adversity…

· A peace that reminds us that He is still on the throne and in control of our lives.

· That He is still so passionate in His love toward us… so near to us… so desirous to heal and be heard.

I’ve shared with you before about a man who had lost his wife, leaving him to be both mother and father to a six-year-old son.  After her funeral, the father and son came home, both feeling so alone and broken by their loss.

· That night as they prepared for bed, the boy asked, “Daddy, may I sleep in your room tonight?”
· So, together in bed they tried to fall asleep, but neither of them could.

· Finally, the little boy asked, “Daddy, are you looking at me?  B/c if you are, I think I can go to sleep.”

· And the father answered, “Yes son, I’m looking at you.” The little boy started at last to fall asleep. 

· After he was asleep, the father got out of bed and walked over to the window and pulled back the curtain.  He looked up into the starry sky and said, “Father, are you looking at me?  B/c if you are, I think I can rest and be a peace.”

You see, we celebrate Christmas because it reminds us that God is not only looking at us, but embracing us…

· that God loves us with an everlasting, unconditional love… and that His joy and peace can be ours… as we would make room in our hearts for Him.

WORSHIP TEAM

God’s gift of Jesus really is indescribable. But the good news is that you don’t have to be able to describe Him to accept Him.

· If you’re not sure whether you’ve really accepted Jesus into your heart, know that this indescribable gift is for you.

· If I give you a gift, all you need to do is accept it.  God doesn’t want you to try and pay Him back for it… He just wants you to accept it.

· And we accept it by simply inviting Jesus into our hearts, receiving the forgiveness purchased for us at Calvary. 

If you know Jesus as your Lord and Savior this morning, yet feel far from Him, I want to encourage you to follow that star back to the manger as the wise men did… and take a look at that baby like it was your very first time.

· And see Him again as the indescribable gift He is.

· 2000 years ago, Joseph and Mary were told that there was no room at the inn.  But you know, we are often just like that innkeeper.


· Jesus comes to us each and every moment of the day, knocking on the door of our hearts, yet there is so little room

· Let’s purpose right now, together, to make room, in the inn of our hearts, more than ever before, for Jesus this Christmas.

