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The Cry of Jabez II
May 30, 2004
Two weeks ago, we began looking at a relatively obscure man named Jabez, whose name is mentioned in the middle of a genealogy that spans over 500 names long. 

· Actually, the first 9 chapters in 1 Chronicles diagram the family tree of the 12 Hebrew tribes, beginning with Adam and continuing up until Israel’s return from captivity.

· And yet, 44 names into chapter 4, the Holy Spirit leads the writer to take a bit of a detour.  Let’s look at it.  Start in verse 8.  “And Coz begat Anub…”
“Now Jabez was more honorable than his brothers, and his mother 

called his name Jabez, saying, ‘Because I bore him in pain.’ And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, ‘Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, 

that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!’ So God granted him what he requested”
Then, in verse 11, the author jumps right back into the so and so begat so and so was the father of so and so… and this goes on for another 5 chapters!

· But in the midst of this incredible list of names, hundreds and hundreds of people, Jabez stands out above the crowd.

· I picture a camera scanning the crowd, moving quickly from one face to another, until it suddenly zooms in and focuses on one individual, Jabez.

But why the extra footage of Jabez and no one else?  What was it about Jabez that made him stand out?  

· It wasn’t because of any great battle he won or any great temple he had built.  He was known for this simple prayer…
· A prayer that had been passed down from generation to generation, nearly 500 years, from the time Jabez prayed these words to the time Ezra recorded them here in 1 Chronicles.
Last time we tried to piece together who Jabez was and what made him tick.  And what we discovered was that, from the very moment of his birth, he seemed to have everything going against him.
· He had brothers who had humiliated their family throughout Israel.

· He had a father who likely abandoned him and his family

· He likely owned no property and had a very unsure future.

Even his name, which literally means “pain” or “one who will cause pain”, was like a mark of rejection stamped on his forehead.

· You remember that names often reflected ones destiny or some foreseen attribute.

· For example, Jeremiah=Jehovah will exalt; Moses=drawn out of water; David=beloved; Joel=Jehovah is God; Joshua=salvation; Naomi=my delight.

· But Jabez was named “pain” or “one who will cause pain.”
Actually, there is one other example of someone being given a name like this.  Back in Genesis 35:18, just before Rachel dies giving birth, she names her baby boy, Ben-Oni, which means, “Son of my Sorrow.”
· But what’s different here is that after she dies, his father, Jacob, renames him “Benjamin,” which means, “Son of my right hand.”
· And, as we see through the later pages of Genesis, Benjamin really was the one who stuck by his father’s side.
And yet, what we see in Jabez’ prayer was that he didn’t want to be limited by his name or by his circumstances.  And so he cries out to God… ‘Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!’
· In his prayer, he was asking God to expand the boundaries that had been imposed on him by his name and circumstances.

· And so he asks God first to bless him… to pour out in his life nothing less than all God wanted for him.

· Then he asks God for two more things, which I’d like to look at this morning… “God, enlarge my territory”… and secondly, “let Your hand be with me.”
Enlarge my Territory

Having cried out to God for His blessings… Jabez’s earthly destiny is again re-routed as he petitions God to remove all the restrictions that were hemming him in.

· It wasn’t enough to just live in God’s blessings. He knew what God had promised Abraham so many years earlier in Genesis 12… “I will bless you so that in you all the peoples of the world will be blessed.”
· And so he prays, “God, enlarge my territory.”
· Keep in mind that in the world of Jabez, land was marked by unmovable natural boundaries that had been divided up by Joshua among the tribes/families of Israel.

· And yet, what Jabez was after wasn’t about more real estate… but rather, he wanted to make a mark for the Lord…

· More than anything, he wanted to be set free from the limitations of his family name and circumstances so that he could really be a blessing to world around him.

The word, enlarge, here not only means to increase or expand, but also means, to multiply.  

· The word territory literally means “a chord.”  It carries with it the idea of a border that has a rope around it to let everyone know its dimensions and limitations.

· He didn’t just want to break free from the boundaries imposed on him by his name, family, and past, but desperately wanted his impact & influence intensified and his ministry multiplied. 
· I can imagine, as a young man, how awe struck he must have been every time he saw Joshua and the impact he had on Israel’s past and future history.

· And while he was not looking for any glory for himself, he wanted to make a difference… He wanted to be part of Israel’s call to possess the land that God had given his people.

· I’m sure he would repeat Moses’ words in Exodus 34:24 saying, “I will drive out nations before you and enlarge your territory.”
God has made that same promise to each and every one of us… and He has given it to us as a church.  God wants to enlarge our territory… He wants to expand the level of influence and authority we have.

· You may not think you can really do all that much… maybe you just don’t see yourself as having all that much to give… or that you’re just too busy to give.

· Jabez understood all the kinds of limitations that we face… he understood what it felt like when internal and external things make you feel all hemmed in.
And yet, he also understood that God is calling all of us to purposes beyond ourselves… to things we could never accomplish without Him.

· This is what God is calling us to Isaiah 54:2, where He says, “Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes.”

· Jabez asked God to set him free from the limitations of the boundaries around him.

· And, like Jabez, we need to ask God to break us out of whatever may be limiting us… from whatever is hemming us in from doing all that God wants to do through us.

What is limiting you right now?  Last month I spoke about “Getting in the Game.”  I said that there are no super heroes in our faith… there are just those in the bleachers… and those in the game.

· What is limiting you from getting more into the game? 

· Busy… can hardly handle life as it is… you just can’t handle one more thing.

· Don’t feel capable?  “I don’t know the Bible well enough.” “There are other people I’m sure can do a better job than I can.”
· Remember, if you think that all you can do for God is limited by what we can see in the mirror, than we we’ll always feel limited in our ability to impact and influence.
Let me illustrate this another way (I forget who authored this).  Many of us see our ability to impact and influence like this:

· My abilities + experience + training + my personality + my past + my expectations of others = my territory.
· But the formula should read like this:  My willingness + my weaknesses + God’s will & power = my expanded territory!
· You see, God wants to take you beyond these walls and enlarge your territory.  He’s just waiting for you to ask… to cry out to Him as Jabez did through his life.
Has anyone heard of Fred Smith?  While a student at Yale University, Fred Smith began to notice how long it took for packages to reach him.

· And so, as one of his term papers for his Economics class, Fred wrote a paper describing how a company could deliver packages in just a few days… even overnight!

· Unfortunately, his professor gave him a “C” for the paper, saying that, while it was a good idea, it just wasn’t practical.

· Well, needless to say, that professor should have gotten an “F” because at the age of 27, Fred Smith went on to start Federal Express!

So, what is your territory?  Perhaps you are a stay-at-home mom.  Your prime territory is your family and your neighborhood.

· Your “prayer of Jabez” might be, “Oh Lord, shower me with your blessings… help me to live in all the blessings that are mine in Christ.  Enlarge my ministry to my neighbors… open doors for me to get to know more women here, multiply the influence of our family here…”
· You see, we think of our house as our home and our home as part of a community.  That’s true!  But what if we looked at our home and the surrounding houses as the territory in which we are to make a difference to God?

· Maybe God wants your territory to extend beyond just your community… to your kids’ school, soccer team, the place you take your kids to dance lessons.

· Just remember to dream beyond what you can do without Him… In other words, be involved with things you could never succeed in, in your own strength.

If you are in the business world, recognize that your territory extends beyond your co-workers or the receptionist who greets you each day… to your clients and vendors.

· No matter what you do, God is inviting you to participate in what He is doing to impact those around you with His love… 
· both in your life and ministry in/through the church and in/at your community and work place.
· Ask God for His blessing… ask Him to expand your territory.  Then…
· Be willing to step out of your comfort zone

· Don’t worry about failing (we all do)

· Live a life of dependence upon God

Several years ago, I had read an article in Time Magazine’s online website about Bill Bright.  In it they quote him, saying, “If the Word of God is true- and it is- and if His promises are true- and they are- then it is impossible for us to ask for too much or to believe God for too much in the way of helping to fulfill the Great Commission.”
· Sadly, Bill Bright died last summer (July 19, 2003)… but man… did he live a life that reflected the heart of the Prayer of Jabez!

· The ministry he founded, Campus Crusade, is the largest Christian ministry in the world, with over 26,000 f/t workers in 190 countries!

· He had a hunger for God’s presence, for all the blessings God had for him and the movement he birthed.

· He prayed daily that God would enlarge his territory… and, obviously, God did!

· God loves to answer a prayer like this… God bless me… so that I can be a blessing to others.

· He delights to take the little we have and turn it into something way beyond or imagination!

He wants to do that in our church… to take what He has already given us… and turn it into something way beyond our imagination.

· Let me ask you this… when you think of the future of our church, how far does your horizon go?

· We had our first service on October 7th, 2001… a little over 2.5 years ago.  I went back to a few of those early sermons… to see what I was praying for.

· In one of my first sermons I said this:

I’ll tell you what I dream of… I dream of a church utterly passionate for the Father’s presence… utterly hungry to know Him more intimately than the day before.

· I dream of a church which lives out God’s call for us to be an authentic community.
· I dream of a church that is no longer quiet about Jesus.  In a country where everyone is coming out of the closet, why are we retreating into them?  We need to come out of the closet… not with pickets… but with the love of Jesus.

· I dream of birthing a regional House of David (where the regional church can come together in unity and in worship).

· I dream of ministries to gay/lesbians, homeless, and the poor.

· I dream of kinship groups multiplying throughout the region.
· Then I quoted a great man, CT Studd, who once wrote, “Expect great things from God, attempt great things for God!”
Is He doing it?  He already is.  I can’t explain it.  I only know that we were crying out back then to live in all the blessings that were reserved for us in Christ… and to be a blessing to our region.
· You may have noticed that we stopped calling ourselves the “Vineyard Community Church”.  I felt God say that we’re not called to the community but to the region…

· To be a church that values the Father’s presence above anything else… 

· To be a church that welcomes people and allows them to be here no matter where they are on their journey.

To be a church that not only proclaims the Gospel of the Kingdom… but that we would demonstrate the Gospel of the Kingdom… as we pray for the sick, set those free who have fallen into demonic snares… 

· To be a multi-generation, multi-cultural/ethic church

· Can we do this?  I know I can’t!!  I also know that God is not calling me to do it… He’s calling us to do it... in His power.

· That’s why Jabez finishes his prayer with this… “Oh Lord, bless me indeed… enlarge my territory…
Let Your hand be with me…
When we ask God’s hand to be with us, we’re really asking for at least four things:

· Power (Exodus 15:6, “Your right hand, O Lord, is majestic in power.”)

· Presence (Ps 18:35, “Your right hand sustains me.”)

· Protection (Ps. 139:10, “Your right hand will hold me fast.”)

· Provision (Ps. 145:16, “You open your hand and satisfy.”)

We need God’s hand in our lives if we are to be a blessing to the expanded territory God wants to give us.

· Listen… a baseball in my hands is worth about $5.  A baseball in Rodriquez’ hands is worth about $250 million

· A golf club in my hand is worthless… in Tiger’s hands, it is priceless.

· A rod in my hands in a piece of wood… in Moses’ hands it parted the waters.

· A sling in my hands is just a toy… in David’s hands it can take down a giant warrior.

· This vision for our church… in my hands… in our hands… is just a collection of good ideas.  

· But in God’s hands, it can change our region!
We will never believe the lie that God only helps those who help themselves.  We will never do anything of lasting value apart from his hand.
· Do you know that according to the Barna Research Group, 82% of Americans believe that this phrase is a direct quote from the Bible?

· But do you know where it actually comes from?  It is spoken by Hercules in Aesop’s Fables.

· Jabez understood that God helps those who are smart enough to lean on Him.

In your own life… do you need to cry out to God, “Let Your hand be with me?”  To the degree that you know your need for His power, presence, protection and provision… to that degree will you make this the cry of your heart.

· Sometimes we get used to living life in our own power.  

· In fact, I realize that there have been times in my life and ministry where if God’s hand were to have pulled away, I wouldn’t have even known the difference.

· Without Him… you and I… our church… we can do nothing.

· But with Him… the borders and limitations are lifted.  

· In Habakkuk 1:5, He says, “Look!  See!  I’m going to do things in your day that you wouldn’t believe even if I told you.”

· With Him… the borders and limitations are lifted.

“Lord, bless me indeed.  Do something so big in my life that it is obviously from you.  Increase my influence and opportunities for You and give me a sense of your continual presence, power, and direction.
Lord, bless us, as a church!  Do something so big through our church that we couldn’t possibly 

Take the credit.  Increase our influence and opportunities for You… and give us a sense of your presence, power, and direction.  Make us into the church you called us to be from the very beginning… and help each of us participate in what You’re doing to see this vision fulfilled in our region.”
