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The Simple Message of Jesus’ Love
2 Corinthians 5:17

You've heard the expression, "Something got lost in translation." I don't know if you've ever visited some of the free translation sites on the internet, but there are several of them allow you to translate something from English into whatever language you want.

· All you have to do is type in a phrase and push a button, and it will translate it into French or Spanish or German or whatever.

· I’ve sent a few emails to Fernanda in Portuguese… and each time I prayed that the translation program didn’t make a major mistake… calling her some bad name or something!

· After she told me that the translation wasn’t so bad, I decided to send an email in German to my German friends working in Central Asia.   

· Man… did I think they would be impressed… until I got an email back from them asking how anyone could mess up a language as much as I did in that email!

Anyway, I was watching “Everyone Loves Raymond” a few nights ago… there was a scene where Robert and Ray got caught doing something they weren’t supposed to be doing… and so, out of nervousness, they started singing the song "Take Me Out to the Ballgame." 
· So, being the detective that I am, I went to one of those websites for the heck of it and typed the song into the computer, and had it translated into German… and then had it translate it back into English to see if anything got lost in the translation. 
· You know the song "Take Me out to the Ballgame": 
Take me out to the ballgame, Take me out to the crowd.

Buy me some peanuts and Crackerjacks, I don't care if I ever get back.

Let me root, root, root for the home team, If they don't win, it's a shame.

For it's one, two, three strikes you're out, At the old ballgame.

Well… something did get lost in the translation… In fact, it was almost scary! 
Execute me to the ball play.

Execute me with the masses.

Buy me certain groundnuts and crackerstackfusig.

I'm not interested if I never receive back.

Let me root, root, root for the main team.

If they do not win, it is dishonor.

For there are one, two, three impacts on you

At the old ball play.

I remember when Joyce and I first arrived in Central Asia… how many times I said something pretty pathetic by mistake.  I think it was after one of the first big meals we were invited to that I stood up and thanked our host for one of the worst meals I had ever eaten.

· Even after I become more fluent, I would still make mistakes… although only my good friends would tell me!  

· In fact, in those earlier days, when I would be sharing with someone about Jesus, my friends would always “clean-up” what I was trying to say… knowing that stuff was getting lost in the translation.
· Well… as we purpose to share the love of Jesus with the people around us, I think we all know that a lot has been “lost in the translation”.

· As I’ve shared so many times before, rather than presenting the simple message of Jesus’ love, the message the people around us are getting has far more to do with our political views, moral convictions, and complaints about our culture and world.

What I’d like to do this morning is to share a few stories with you that remind of what this message of Jesus’ love is really about.  So, if I’m at Starbucks and in the course of a conversation with someone they asked me about Jesus, what would I say?
· Or, if you had a friend whom you have some equity with-- if you were taking a break at work with them, getting a cup of coffee, and he or she said to you, “Who is this Jesus?" what could you say? 
· Well, often times I will just share a few stories with them that paint a picture of what our Jesus is like.  

· I’d like to share some of those stories with you.
And by the way, I realize that some of you may have taken classes in evangelism, which taught different “techniques” to sharing the Gospel. 

· But honestly… I’d like to steer us away from that.  Sharing Jesus’ love has very little to do with verbal combat, powers of persuasion, war of the wits.  
· It’s simply about sharing the heart of God as we share our “stories” with the people around us.

· So… don’t think technique… just be real, loving, and caring.
· PRAY

A STORY OF ADOPTION

The first story is sad. It took place in Korea shortly after the Korean War. A Korean woman had an affair with an American soldier, and she got pregnant. He went back to the United States, and she never saw him again. 
· She gave birth to a little girl, and this little girl looked different than the other Korean children.
· She had light-colored, curly hair. In that culture, children of mixed race were ostracized by the community. In fact, some children were killed by their family because they didn't want them to face such rejection.
· But this woman didn't do that. She tried to raise her little girl as best she could. For seven years she tried to do that, until the rejection was too much. 
· She did something that probably nobody in this room could imagine ever doing. She abandoned her little girl to the streets.

This little girl was ruthlessly taunted by people. They called her the ugliest word in the Korean language, tooki, alien devil. It didn't take long for this little girl to draw conclusions about herself based on the way people treated her.


· For two years she lived in the streets, until finally she made her way to an orphanage.
· One day, word came that a couple from America was going to come adopt a little boy. All the children in the orphanage got excited because at least one little boy was going to have hope. He was going to have a family. 
· So this little girl spent the day cleaning up the little boys--giving them baths and combing their hair--and wondering which one would be adopted by the American couple.
· The next day the couple came, and this is what the girl recalled:

I saw the man with his huge hands lift up each and every baby. I knew he loved every one of them as if they were his own. I saw tears running down his face, and I knew if they could, they would have taken the whole lot home with them.

[Then she said,] He saw me out of the corner of his eye. [Listen to her description of herself.] Now let me tell you. I was nine years old, but I didn't even weigh 30 pounds. I was a scrawny thing. I had worms in my body. I had lice in my hair. I had boils all over me. I was full of scars. I was not a pretty sight. But the man came over to me, and he began rattling away something in English, and I looked up at him. Then he took this huge hand and laid it on my face. What was he saying? He was saying, "I want this child. This is the child for me."

When I heard this woman tell her story, my mind froze on that scene because that's like the Jesus I know. 
· That is what Jesus would do, because Jesus peers beneath the ugliness of our sin and the scars of our failure, and looks all the way down to a soul that's made in the image of God Almighty.
· Jesus wants to take your face in his strong but gentle hands and wants to say to you, "I want this child. This is the child for me. I've waited since the foundations of the world for this moment to come… where I can put my hand on this face, to look in these eyes, and to say, 'I want to adopt you.'"
That's the first thing I'd want my friend to know about Jesus. Maybe you come to church and see people who have been Christians for a long, long time, and they seem to have their act together. 
· But you know you’re not like that… You know the truth about yourself. Thank goodness they don't know what's going on inside of you. 
· Maybe you think that if they knew the real you, they might reject you as much as that little girl was rejected in Korea.
· But the amazing thing about Jesus Christ is that Jesus doesn't see you that way. Jesus knows everything already. 
· He's aware of all the secret sin in your life, and knowing all of that, even still he wants to put His hand on your face and say, "I want this child."
Then something shocking happened with that little 9-year-old girl. As that man reached out to her, she said later, "The hand on my face felt so good, and inside I said, 'Oh, keep that up. Don't let your hand go.'  But nobody had ever shown that kind of affection for me before. I didn't know how to respond. So I yanked his hand off my face, and I looked up at him and spit on him. I turned around and ran away." 
· Can you imagine? Her window of opportunity is open. Here is hope. What does she do? She spits in his face.
· When she said that about herself, I thought, how is that possible? Then I stopped. Wait a minute. I've done the same thing with God. You probably have too.
Have you ever turned your back on Jesus? We all have.  But Jesus’ love is so much greater than even that American couple at the orphanage… who returned the next day.  

· They understood the suffering she'd gone through, the trauma she had experienced.
· Despite her initial rejection of them, they went back to the little girl with lice in her hair and boils all over her body. 
· They said, "We've got to have this child. This is the one we want to adopt." And they did. 
· They gave her a new name and got her the medical attention she needed. 
· They loved that child just like their own. She grew up and has come to know Jesus in such a real and personal way. 
· She got married, and she has children now. She lives here in the United States.
I would say to my friend who asked me about Jesus, "If you at all feel as though you’ve somehow turned your back on him, then know that He hasn’t given up on you." 
· I would say, "If you're asking me about Jesus because something inside you is stirring then it might just be God trying to get your attention… trying to let you know that He loves you.”
· That's what I'd tell my friend about the Jesus I know. He wants to adopt you because he loves you.
· In fact, the Bible even uses that term adoption. Romans 8:23 says, "We wait eagerly for our adoption as sons and daughters of God.” 
A STORY OF FORGIVENESS

There is something else my friend would need to know about Jesus, and so I would tell him a second story. It happened in the church I was part of. 
· We were doing a baptism service. We told people before they came up to the platform to be baptized to take a piece of paper, write down a few of the sins they've committed, and fold the paper.
· When they come up to the platform, there was a large wooden cross on the stage. 
· Take that piece of paper, take a pin, and pin it to the cross, because the Bible says our sins are nailed to the cross with Jesus Christ, and fully paid for by his death. Then turn and come to the pastor to be baptized.
· I want to read you a letter a woman wrote who was baptized in one of those services. She said:
I remember my fear. In fact, it was the most fear I remember in my life. I wrote as tiny as I could on that piece of paper the word abortion. I was so scared someone would open the paper and read it and find out it was me. I wanted to get up and walk out of the auditorium during the service, the guilt and fear were that strong.  When my turn came, I walked toward the cross, and I pinned the paper there. I was directed to a pastor to be baptized. He looked me straight in the eyes, and I thought for sure that he was going to read this terrible secret I kept from everybody for so long. But instead, I felt like God was telling me, I love you. It's okay. You've been forgiven. I felt so much love for me, a terrible sinner. It's the first time I ever really felt forgiveness and unconditional love. It was unbelievable, indescribable.
Do you have inside of you a secret sin that you wouldn't even want to write down on a piece of paper out of fear somebody might open it up and find out?
· Let me tell you something about Jesus…

· Not only does he want to adopt you as his child, he wants to lift the weight of guilt off your shoulders.  One of the reasons Jesus came into this world was to take the weight of sin off our shoulders so that we can enjoy a real relationship with God. 
· The Lord says in Isaiah 43:25, "I, even I, am he who takes away your sins, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more." 
· Psalm 103:12 says, "As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us."
A STORY OF REDEMPTION

Then I would tell him a third story about a guy named Billy Moore. Billy Moore grew up in a tough city in Ohio to an impoverished family. 
· He got involved with crime when he was young. They'd smoke dope and get drunk and break into taverns and steal cash registers, or they'd break into cigarette machines, all kinds of petty theft. 
· Then he joined the army, got married. His wife left him and took their kid with her. He was broke, and he was desperate.
· One night he and a friend were drinking, smoking pot, and talking about how broke they were. His friend said, "I know about a guy who lives not too far from here, and the word is, he doesn't trust banks. He keeps all his money in his bedroom."
· (it was actually his friend’s uncle)

· Billy said, "Is he some big, tough guy?" And the friend said, "No, he's an old guy… wouldn’t hurt a fly."
So the plot developed in Billy's mind. He got his gun and loaded it. He drove to that man's house, broke in, and started ransacking the house.
· Put yourself in the position of this elderly gentleman. He's 77 years old. He's in the bedroom as Billy breaks in the front door. He hears the noise, and he's afraid. He doesn't know what to do. He had a shotgun he used for hunting. 
· As Billy Moore broke through the bedroom door with a gun in his hand, this elderly gentleman pointed a shotgun, pulled the trigger, and a blast went off. 
· The buckshot went over Billy's shoulder, missed him completely. 
· Billy took his gun, pointed it at the old man, and he pulled the trigger twice. The elderly man fell dead. 
· Billy rifled through his pockets for any cash, ransacked the bedroom, and he walked away with $5,600. He fled to his trailer in rural Georgia.
It didn't take long for the police to track him down. He wasn't a clever criminal. They arrested him and took him to jail. 
· You can just imagine the first night in a jail cell, he realizes his life is over. That's it. He's charged with capital murder. There's an electric chair waiting for him.
· Well, Billy Moore's mom was a Christian, and she knew a Christian couple who lived not far from the jail in Georgia. She called and said, "I got a son, and he's charged with a death penalty case. He's on death row. Would you please go visit him?" 
· They went to visit Billy Moore, and they sat down with him and told him about Jesus. They said to Billy, "Jesus is willing to give you a fresh start and a new chance at life."
Billy looked back at them dumbfounded and said, "You got to be kidding me. Don't you realize my situation here? I murdered an old grandfather. I am charged with a death penalty case. My life is over. There are no new beginnings for me." 
· But that Christian man looked back at Billy Moore and said, "No, you don't understand. Jesus Christ loves you so much he wants to adopt you as his son. He wants to lift the burden of guilt off your shoulders. Jesus Christ loves you so much he wants to find a way to make your life count." 
· Billy not only heard these words from this man and woman, but he saw Jesus in them. He said later, "Nobody ever told me that Jesus loved me. Nobody ever told me Jesus had died for me." 
· He says, "It was a love I could feel. It was a love I wanted. It was a love I needed."
And so Billy Moore, as hopeless and broken an individual as you're ever going to see, got on his knees in his jail cell and said, "God, if you are telling me you want to adopt someone like  me… if you’re willing to forgive me… than I’ll take it.  I'm sorry for all I've done, and I want to live for you. If you would adopt me, that would just be the best."
· Jesus heard that prayer. There was a bathtub there on death row. They got permission from the guards to fill it up with water. Billy Moore knelt in the bathtub, and they dipped him backward into the water to baptize him.
· God began to change that man from the inside out. Billy went to court and pleaded guilty. He said, "How can tell you I didn't do it when I did?" They found him guilty and sentenced him to death. 
· But the criminal justice system is slow. It took 16 years of living in a cage waiting to die, but during those 16 years Billy opened his life up to God. God changed him from the inside out.
Billy Moore became a model prisoner, so much so that the guards had a nickname for him. They called him "the peacemaker." 
· Death row was an ugly, forsaken, violent, hateful place until Billy Moore got there. Billy had Bible studies with the other inmates, and one by one they found hope and redemption and new life in Jesus Christ. 
· The place that had been awful and violent became a place of hope where people cared for each other.
So I would say to my friend, "The issue has never been whether God would forgive you for what you have done. The Bible makes it clear. 
· 1 John 1:9: 'If we confess our sins to him, he can be depended on to forgive us and to cleanse us from every wrong.' 
· That's not the issue. The issue is, will you let God forgive you like Billy Moore did? 
· If Billy Moore can be forgiven by God for murdering a defenseless man, then what in the world have you done in your life that you think would disqualify you from the forgiveness of God?
· "The issue has never been can God make your life count. The issue has never been, will God transform you? The Bible makes it clear. 
· Second Corinthians 5:17 says "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation..." He's not the same any more. 
· The question is not, “Will he change you?” The question is “Will you, like Billy Moore, open your heart to God? Will you invite him to change you? Will you invite him to give you a purpose for living beyond eating and drinking and going to work every day?"
In August of 1990 the court system finally caught up with Billy Moore. The Supreme Court said that's it, time to die. The hours were ticking down to August 22, when they would kill him. 
· He was put in the death watch cell, which is where they put the guys in the last hours of life. His lawyers would call him.  Someone asked one of those lawyers, “What was it like to call this guy who was facing death in just a few hours?"
· The lawyer said, "It was the strangest experience I've ever had."
· "What happened?"
· "We would call to console him, but he ended up consoling us. Billy would say things like, 'Are you guys okay? Are you coping? I know this is difficult for you. Can I pray for you? It's going to be okay.' 
· We were trying to reach out to him, and he was reaching out to us. Why?"
Why? Because Billy Moore was not afraid to meet Jesus Christ face to face. 
· Why wasn't he afraid? Because he knew, If God loves me so much, if Jesus wants to adopt me, if he wants to forgive all my sins, then I can trust that when I close my eyes in that electric chair as I die, he's going to take care of me forever.
· On August 21, 1990, seven-and-a-half hours before Billy Moore was to be electrocuted, something amazing took place. In fact, it's unprecedented in American history. 
· The Georgia Pardon and Parole Board held an emergency hearing about a model prisoner they'd heard about.
Let me tell you something about Billy Moore. On that day he knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that he was guilty. He knew he had committed a heinous crime, and he knew he deserved to die in that electric chair. 
· But the five members of that Pardon and Parole Board looked at this repentant man, and they did something so amazing it made the front page of the New York Times. 
· They looked at Billy Moore and said, "We are going to show you mercy." 
· They threw out the death penalty against Billy Moore and did something that had never been done before in American history: they set the gears in motion to release him from prison.
· It was the first time in history a confessed killer on death row was to be set free.
And that, I would tell my friend, is like Jesus. It's like his grace. His grace is unmerited favor. Billy Moore deserved to die. Instead he was set free. That's what Jesus does.
· You know where Billy Moore is right now? Billy Moore today is where he is every Sunday... where he is right now… He's in church, because Billy Moore is a pastor there in Rome, GA.
Moore said, "Jesus Christ. He changed me in ways I could never have changed myself. He gave me a reason to live. He helped me do the right thing for a change. He gave me a heart for other people. He saved my soul."

· Aren't those the exact five things all of us want?
· Don't we want to be changed in ways we can never change on our own? 
· Don't we want to have a reason for living? Don't we want to be helped to do the right thing? Don't we want to have a heart for other people? 
· Don't we want God to save our soul and to take us to heaven? 
· That's what Jesus does.
And the amazing thing is it's free. It is a gift. It cost Jesus everything. The price tag was his suffering and death on the cross to pay for our sin. It cost him everything; it costs us zero. He offers it as a free gift because he loves us.
· In my imagination I think about this friend sitting across from me in Starbucks, and I just wish he would look back at me and say, "I want to know that Jesus. 
· How could I not want to know that Jesus? How could I not want to be adopted and forgiven and empowered to live? What do I do, Craig?"
· I would say to my friend, "It is so easy. Just do what Billy Moore did. Billy Moore went into court and confessed. 
All you have to do is come into the court of God. Pray and confess what you know is true--that you've done things you ought not to have done. 
· Say, 'God, I've messed up in ways I know I shouldn't have. I realize, God, that you're perfect. You're holy, and my sin, my wrongdoing has separated me from you. I understand now that's why you seem so distant from me. I don't want you to be distant anymore. I want you to live inside of me. I want you to change my life, to adopt me, to forgive me, to do something with my life.'
· "If you pray that prayer," I tell my friend, "God never turns a deaf ear to a prayer like that. Jesus will adopt you and forgive you. And he will begin the amazing process of changing you and using your life for the good."

Who does not want to know a Jesus like that? Would you like to meet him? Would you like to meet him so that today you can begin to get to know him, and then when you die live in a perfect state forever united with God in heaven? If you want to know that Jesus, the window of opportunity is open in your soul right now. Don't turn your back. Don't say no again. Say yes to him.

TOUGH QUESTIONS:    Why is there such suffering?  I’m not always very sure myself.  I only know that God is good and merciful… I don’t believe He causes it.  In fact, the world He created us for was so different… meant to bring us peace/joy.  I don’t think He causes it… in fact, I believe He came to put an end to it.  I really believe He wants to comfort those in pain

No Techniques!!!  And as I do this, I hope you realizing that what I’m sharing here has nothing to do with verbal combat, powers of persuasion, war of the wits.  We’re not going to make a dent in this region by

Illustration: Dr. Karl Menninger, the famed psychiatrist, once said that if he "could convince the patients in psychiatric hospitals that their sins were forgiven, 75 percent of them could walk out the next day."

