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The Book of Revelation, Part 2: Who’s in Charge?

June 17th, 2007

As we continue on in our series on the Book of Revelation this morning, I’d like to begin with a question.  Are you ready?  Okay… yes or no… are we living in the last days? 

· Now don’t be shy… how many people would say, “yes”?  How many would say, “no”?  How many maybes do we have out there? 

· How many people hate when I ask you to raise your hand?
· Well, to get to the bottom of this, I want to take a quick look at a passage from Acts, chapter 2. 
Now, if you remember, it was on Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was poured out on the disciples and they began to not only preach but speak in such a way that everyone there could understand them regardless of their native tongue. 
· These people, who were from all different parts of the Roman Empire, wanted to know what was going on. What’s happening? How are these guys speaking in our language like this?

· So, in Acts 2:17, Peter answers them by quoting a passage from Joel 2:28 in the Old Testament. 
· Peter says, "Here’s what’s going on: ‘In these last days, it will be,’ God declares, ‘that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.’"
In other words, you’ve got Peter here talking to all these different people on Pentecost about how God is going to pour out the Spirit. 

· And, when does he say it’s going to happen? He says, “In these last days.” 

· You see, both Joel & Peter were saying that a sign marking the beginning of the last days will be that the Holy Spirit will be poured out on all God’s people. 

· When you see that, you’ll know that you’re in the last days. Now, when did that happen? It happened at Pentecost.

· Now maybe you’re saying, “Wait a minute… how could the last days have started 2000 years ago?!”
Well, let me give you an analogy that can help illustrate this.  So, let me ask you… How many of you have someone in your family that likes to watch football? 

· Have you ever found that when you ask someone how much time is left in the game they says, "Two minutes." But it’s like an hour before the game is over? 

· What you learn if you dislike football enough (but are forced to watch it)… is that two minutes does not necessarily turn out to be 120 seconds on your watch. 

· You see, the last days aren’t so much representative of how many minutes are left on the big clock up in heaven…  but, instead, represents the season of redemptive history we’re in.  

In other words, our being in the last days means that everything has been done… that needs to be done… before Jesus’ return. 

· Because we’re in the last days, Jesus’ return could now happen at anytime… at any moment, which is why Jesus called us to "Be alert, watch and pray." 

· Now, if I’m right about that, then the next big question we’d like to have answered is, "How long will the last days last?" 

· One Christian author who has sold millions of books was convinced that the big event would occur in 1989. 

· In his book called, "The Final Shout: Rapture Report 1989," he wrote, "The time is short. Everything points to it happening in 1989." 
· He told pastors from around the country that he’d band his very life on it!  Truth is, a lot of people started to take him seriously. 

· In fact, the Trinity Broadcast Network (TBN) actually replaced their regularly scheduled programs with instructions on how to prepare for the rapture!

Well, not surprisingly, it didn’t happen in 1989… At least we all hope it didn’t happen in 1989. 

· Embarrassed, yet undeterred, he wrote a second edition called, "The Final Shout: Rapture Report 1990." 

· It turned out that 1990 wasn’t quite it, so they did a 1991 version… and, believe it or not, kept it going for good few years after that… at least until the publishers figured out how messed up his thinking was on all of this. 

· You see, guys… the bottom-line is that we don’t know how long the last days will last. It’s not something God has chosen to reveal to us. 

It not something we’re to sit around trying to predict or speculate over.  For Jesus, it is a time for His Church, in spite of the challenges and threats against it, to be a People of His Presence… that City on a Hill… to be that Community of Hope in a despairing world…

· So that when that day comes, which it will, when the literal, visible, personal return of our Lord takes place, we’re ready. 

· But in the meantime, He calls us to worship, to intimate relationship with Him… to a Spirit-empowered life, to community… to perseverance and faithfulness.

· John expresses this so well in the passage we’re looking at today in Revelation chapter 1… so let’s get started!  We’re going to read from verse 4 through to the end of the chapter so stay with me. [Read 1:4-20]
Is that not incredible imagery? Can you imagine what this encounter between John and God must have been like? 

· Now, as you may know, the author of the Book of Revelation was not only one of Jesus’ disciples… but His friend.  

· In fact, John was called “the one whom Jesus loves!” 

· He saw Jesus do miracles. He was there when he was hanging on the Cross… and was with Him face to face after He was raised from the dead. 

· He was there on Pentecost. He had the Spirit poured out on him. He had preached in Jesus’ name. He planted churches. He had written the gospel that bears his name. 

· He had remained faithful to Jesus from the time he walked with Jesus in his early twenties through the time he had written Revelation on the isle of Patmos, when he was around 90 years old.  

In fact, we read in 1:9 that he "was on the island of Patmos, because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus." 

· In other words, his faithfulness and courage to proclaim and demonstrate the Kingdom of God through his life resulted in his being exiled to Patmos, a very small island only about 50 miles or so from Ephesus. [slide]

· Now, back then, being exiled on an island like Patmos would be a horrible thing… living life in isolation… unable to continue the ministry he had carried out all those years since Pentecost.  

· Of course, today, I’d do anything to be exiled in Patmos.  The only problem is that you can’t get a hotel room for less than $200/night.  [slide]  

But it wasn’t that way for John, now a prisoner out on this rock in what seemed like the middle of nowhere. 

· For him, Patmos was his cross… a place of tribulation… of disappointment and loneliness. 

· To varying degrees, every one of us ends up on Patmos sooner or later… when you’re cut off from what you love most… 

· When you feel afraid or overwhelmed or disappointed… when you’ve experienced loss or abandonment or painful news. 

· Some of you are there right now, maybe because of sickness or divorce, or you’ve lost a job… maybe you’re in the midst of relational heartache or depression. 

To some degree, we all know what it is to be on Patmos… and we all know how we pray once we get there.  

· At least for me, my “oldie but goodie” is, "God, get me off Patmos. I don’t want to be here. Send the boat and get me out of here." 

· But God’s plan was not to take John off Patmos. In fact, Patmos is the place where God was unveiled to John. (revelation = apocalypse = apo/out from & calypses/veil)

· Very often it’s in times of suffering or pain or confusion on Patmos that we come to see the power of God like we do in no other times. 

· In fact, we’re told in verse 10, that John was “in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day” there on the island of Patmos when he heard a loud voice behind him calling him to write down what he was about to see and hear. 

And what he wrote down has become the crown of the New Testament where he ultimately lays out the vision he has received of an all-powerful, all-loving, all-sufficient God. 

· So, I want to walk us through this morning… from verse 14-20… several ways in this vision that God reveals himself to be all-sufficient. 

· And we’re going to do this by looking at the images that John uses here. You see, he’s painting a portrait, not of God’s physical appearance, but of his character. Take a look at verse 14.

· “John hears a voice behind him. He turns and looks and sees one like the son of man clothed like a king with a long robe and a golden sash.” 

Then he goes on to describe what he sees. But remember that the physical appearance he’s describing is meant to describe Jesus’ but character… not his actual appearance. 

· Let me show you what I mean.  First he says, "His head and hair were white as wool, white as the snow" -- white hair. 

· Now, in our day, white hair is generally something to be avoided. I mean the hair dye industry is a multi-billion dollar industry! 

· The only thing worse, in our culture, than having white hair is having no hair, right? So, if He’s God and can do anything… then why the white hair?

Well, unlike our perspective on all of this, Proverbs 16:31 says, "Grey hair is a crown of splendor, attained by a righteous life." 

· In fact, the image from verse 13 of "one like a son of God" is actually taken from Daniel where (in Daniel 7:9) he is given the title “Ancient of Days.” 

· You see, this one with hair as white as wool is the Ancient of Days. That is, he has all the wisdom that we associate with age, only he’s eternal. 

· He knows every detail about how creation works... He is never surprised. 

In fact, take a look again at 1:8, where Jesus says, "I am the Alpha and the Omega." 

· What He’s saying here is that "I am the beginning and the end… I was there at the beginning, and I know the end. I don’t just know how everything got started.”
· Think about this, God says. "I know how it’s all going to end." He knows who won the last election and he knows who’s going to win the next one and the one after that. 

Now, here’s a question: Anybody here need wisdom? Do you ever make a bad decision? Do you ever get confused? 

· John sees the Ancient of Days… the one who knows all that has happened and all that is going to happen… from the beginning till the end. 

· He’s the One who understands everything there is to know about you... your mind, your heart, your history, your life.

· But not only does God possess all wisdom, he offers it that wisdom to us. We’re told in James 1:23, "If any of you lack wisdom, ask God who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, and it will be given to you." 

And there John sits, an old man on the island of Patmos, in exile.  He sees the God of all wisdom, the Alpha and the Omega, the one who knows how his life started, and the one who knows how it’s going to end. 

· I hope you get this vision of God. I hope you pray the wisdom prayer this week, "God, Ancient of Days, Alpha and Omega give me wisdom." 

· Sometime this week maybe somebody at work is going to gossip, and you don’t want to participate, but you don’t want to be self-righteous. You don’t know how to respond. 

· Just stop and say, "God, give me wisdom." If you have a problem with a friend, a problem with a family member and saying the wrong thing would be disastrous, "God give me wisdom." Just try him. He’s the Ancient of Days. 

Then there’s the next image. "His eyes," John says, "were like a flame of fire." 

· You see, the first image is about God offering infallible wisdom. The second one is that God holds and offers loving correction. He purifies us with eyes of fire.

· Now you know… there are certain pairs of eyes that cause us to behave differently just because they’re focused on us. 

· For instance, you’re on the road and you see a police car nearby, and the eyes of that policeman meet up with yours. Is that gonna change the way you drive? 

Mothers have eyes like this. In fact, we talk about this quite commonly. Where does a mother have eyes? In the back of her head. 

· Now, when we say that, obviously we’re not making a literal statement because that would be terrifying! 

· But we’re talking about the fact that moms have a way of knowing what’s going on. And when her eyes are on you, it has a way of changing the way that you behave.

· John says the eyes of God are constantly watching. They miss nothing. And he says that they’re blazing like eyes of fire… the kind of fire that purifies.

This image of the refiner’s fire is developed more in Malachi. What happened was that the refiner would take gold ore and put it in a pot and light a fire under it. 

· The heat would cause the gold to melt and bring all the dross, all that was not gold, to the surface. 

· Then the refiner would skim it off and leave gold so pure that the refiner can see his face in it.

· That’s what God wants to do. He wants to refine your character to such an extent that Jesus’ character is visible in you. 
· But to the churches reading this letter, His eyes of fire was also a reminder that He sees the injustices perpetrated against them… that not a single evil act perpetrated by the Emperor will go unnoticed.
Then there’s the next image after his eyes. Take a look at verse 15: "His feet were like burnished bronze, refined as in a furnace." The next image is of feet.  
· Back in the Book of Daniel, Daniel had a dream of a very mighty figure made of strong metals… except for the feet, which were made of clay.  
· The image was of Nebuchadnezzar… whose kingdom, even though it was powerful, had a vulnerable foundation. That’s what the feet of clay were about. 
· And because it had feet of clay, it was destroyed. Daniel says it, "became like chaff and the wind carried it away so that not a trace could be found."
· It was built on shaky ground. Truth is, anything that is built on anything other than the kingdom of God is built on shaky ground. 

Build your life on money, build your life on success, whatever it is, one day the wind is going to blow over it, and it’s going to be gone. There won’t be a trace of it anymore. 

· But this one like a son of man has feet made of bronze. Bronze is interesting material. It’s made up of two things: iron and copper. 

· Iron is real strong, but it rusts. Copper does not rust, but it’s pliable, bendable. Bronze combines the strength of iron and the endurance of copper. 

· His feet of refined bronze reminds us that He truly is our unshakable foundation.

· If you grew up in the church, you may remember the hymn; “On Christ the Solid Rock I stand. All other ground is sinking sand." 

· Anybody here ever get anxious? Do you ever worry so you can’t sleep at night? Does bad news ever knock you off your feet? Then know that you can put your trust in the Son of Man. 

John is given this revelation while on Patmos… most likely barefoot... with his feet possibly in chains...  though, he doesn’t express any sense of anxiety.

· And yet, in verse 9, he shares three things with his brothers and sisters who suffer. 

· "I, John, am your brother and your partner in suffering and in God’s Kingdom and in the patient endurance to which Jesus calls us.” 
· Now the Greek word that he uses here for suffering is "thlipsis," a word that’s often translated "tribulation." 

· And yet, he not only shares in their tribulation… but in the patient endurance to which Jesus calls us as Kingdom people.

How can he sit, an old man, all alone on an island with patient endurance? It’s because He knows in his heart of hearts that Jesus is in charge… and that His foundation can never be shaken. 

· His Roman jailers just assume that Rome is in charge… in fact, that exactly how it looks on the outside.  

· But he understood that God’s in charge, someone infinitely stronger than the Emperor and his armies. 

· John has thrown himself at a pair of feet that cannot be shaken, unshakable peace. Wouldn’t you like that?

Then the next image is very powerful to me. "His feet were like burnished bronze, refined as in a furnace." We go on in verse 15, "and His voice was like the sound of many waters." 

· In fact, His voice has been described a couple of times here. In verse ten it was described as what? 

· John says, "I heard a voice and it sounded like a trumpet," like a call to battle. He said, "I heard a voice and it was like the sound of many waters."  

You see, when the trumpet sounds, the armies come to attention.  

· When Rome’s enemies heard the trumpets sound, they knew they may not walk away from that battle alive.  His voice echoed that same kind of power and authority.  

· But His voice reflected more than His power over human armies… but His authority over creation itself. 

· Those whom John was writing to all lived close to the Mediterranean Sea.  They’ve all heard the sounds of gale force winds… they knew the deafening sounds of the Sea.  And yet, His voice was like the “sound of many waters.”   
Then, in verse 16, we read that, "from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword." I know this may seem like a strange image… 

· But understand that John isn’t suggesting that when we see Jesus there will be a blade sticking out between his lips. 

· I mean, when we talk of somebody “shooting off their mouth,” we don’t really believe that there is an AK-47 shooting massive rounds of bullets from their mouths… right?

· Let me ask you… in John’s day, what would you say the image of a sword conveyed? 

· Ultimately it was the means of exercising authority and power. Whoever held the sword wielded the power… they were in charge. 

So, here’s the big question for us… it’s the question I believe John wants us to ask while reading this letter. 

· The question is, whose words will you allow to carry weight or have power in your life? 

· Who's got a sword in his or her mouth to you? For the churches John is writing to, they will need to decide whose voice they will listen to… the voice of Rome and its Emperor… or the Sovereign, Eternal God.

He’s challenging them as he’s challenging you this morning… will you respond to the trumpet blast of his voice? 

· Your boss says something negative to you, and you find yourself becoming negative. What if your job is at stake? Does your boss hold the sword?

· Or someone you love really hurts you… they put you down.  Whose voice are you going to listen to? Whose opinion of you will you embrace? 

· His voice… or theirs? Whose words have authority in your life? Who carries the sword?

What John is saying in this powerful picture here is that, "In Jesus we have someone who has power and authority to back up what he says." 

· This was as true in the first book of the Bible, Genesis, as it is here in the last book of the Bible. 

· In creation, the Bible says, "And God spoke, and it was so." God says to the sun, "Rise," and the sun rises because God carries the sword. There is power in God’s word.

· That power, that authority was not seen again on earth until Jesus was in a boat with his disciples and there was a storm. And what did Jesus do? He spoke. 

· He just looked out at that sea and he said, "Be still," and it did. "And his disciples were filled with great awe and said to one another, ‘Who is this that even the wind and the sea obey him?’"
Here me on this, guys… Finally, in Jesus Christ, we have someone whose word is absolutely authoritative… someone whose word reigns over creation. 

· It reigns over history. It reigns over rulers. And that means you do not allow anybody else’s words to wield a sword over you. 
· Paul says in 1 Corinthians 4:3, "But with me it’s a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court." 
· Paul says, "There is no sword in your mouth. A little toothpick maybe, just a small thing, no sword." 
Do you put yourself under the authority of Jesus and his word? Because if you do, you’re just aligning yourself with all of creation… just like the sun to whom God says, "Rise," and it rises. 
· Just like the storm to whom God says, "Be still," and it does. 
· John says in this marvelous image, "Finally, someone who speaks with ultimate power and authority. Because He holds the sword, then I will submit my life to His voice. Just say the word, ask what you want of me, Lord…”
Now all parents know that kids have two kinds of voices. Parents will talk to their kids about when to use which kind of voice. 

· Anybody know what the two kinds of voices are? An inside voice and an outside voice. 

· And what does every parent like the best? The inside voice. No parent ever encourages their child to use an outside voice... even when they’re outside! 

· Well, God has an inside voice. He can whisper. He has a still small voice that he used to speak to Elijah. 

· But God has also got an outside voice, and he knows when to use it. One day everybody will hear it. 

The idea here is that God offers unchallengeable authority.  Again, the immediate context is the sense of God’s awesome power over and against the powers of Rome.  

· I shared last week that the Emperor’s title was “lord and god,” and how Rome was considered to be the most powerful force in the world.  

· And to that, God speaks a revelation to John… calling Rome a prostitute and a whore.  

· To those persecuted under Rome’s heavy gavel… God is saying, “With just a thought Rome and her Emperors would be crushed… Hear My voice… I wield the two-edged sword… Trust ME!” 

There’s a wonderful phrase. Look back at Revelation 1:5 now. John talks about Jesus Christ, "Grace and peace to you from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead." 

· The idea there is that He is the initiator of the resurrection that all His followers will one day experience… He paved the way… by defeating man’s ultimate enemies, death, sin, and Satan. 
· He paved the way… and then became the first to be resurrected.  The first to be resurrected of a long line of resurrected folks. 
· "Grace and peace to you from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead." And then this awesome statement… “And the ruler of the kings of the earth."
Countless Emperors and Kings have made their mark on history… but He is the ruler of them all.  

· We saw in Exodus how the Pharaoh attempted to stand up against God… in a moment, his armies were crushed.  

· You see, there is no one like our God.  In verse 8 we read, “‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is and who was and who is to come.’” 

· And then another very powerful word, "the Almighty."  It was a powerful word because it was a word claimed by the Caesar as they demanded their people’s worship. 

Caesar thought he was the Almighty, but John says, "There is one who is the ruler of the kings of the earth." 

· Think of all the movers and shakers and opinion molders in the world today… Jesus is ruler over them all whether they know it or not. 

· He is ruler over Vladimir Putin and Ahmadinejad and Kim Jong-il. He rules over the Taliban and Hamas and Hezbollah.  Do you believe that?  

· He rules over Hu Jintao of China and the Saudi Crown Prince. He rules over the Presidents and the Fed Chairmans and the Speakers of the House.

· They may not know it yet, but the day is coming… maybe today, maybe tomorrow… it is coming when every knee shall bow… even the most proud and stubborn knee – 

· And every tongue shall confess, even the most silent and stubborn tongue, that Jesus Christ is Lord of lords and the Ruler of the kings of the earth. 

But before you get too excited about it, understand that this means that He intends to rule over me and that, as the Community of the King, to rule over you. 

· And so, let me ask you. Are you wholly submitted to the authority of God? Is there any area where you’re holding out? 

· Are there any sinful habits that you’re not willing to give up? Any dark closets in the home of your heart that shut out to him? 

· When He speaks to you in that still, small, inside voice do you respond? 

There are several other key images that I believe are important for us to understand from chapter one of Revelations.

· And so next week, we’ll start off by finishing off chapter 1 and then move into chapter 2. 

· I hope that between last week and this morning that you are already beginning to get a sense of how to read the Book of Revelation.

· To be honest, I believe that already you’re going to find yourself reading it differently than you have before.  Suddenly more is going to make sense…

· Because rather than reading it as a book that requires the enlightened elite to decode it for us… we’re beginning to read it as it was intended to be read… as a letter.

We’ve looked at today the very beginnings of God’s revelation to John… and we’ve begun to see just how much Jesus is at the center of things.

· We looked at Him at the Son of Man, the Ancient of Days with hair white as wool.  

· We’ve seen Him as the Righteous One whose eyes are like refining flames… whose feet are like purified Bronze reminding us that He is our sure foundation.  

· We’ve been reminded of the power and authority of His voice… that He is the Ultimate wielder of Power in the Universe… 

· That He holds the sword… that He is the Ruler of the kings and kingdoms of this world.

You see, that very One… that Sovereign, Eternal Ancient of Days… is right here with us this morning.

· And so, the question I want to leave you this morning is, “how will you respond?”

· Will you listen to His voice in your life? Are there areas of your life that you have not given over to Him?

· If you’re struggling right now in your life, will you turn to Him and ask Him for His wisdom?  

· Having you been living life on a foundation other than Him?  He is the ruler of the kings of the earth… have you given your life entirely to Him? 

