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This afternoon w P e sharing out the message to
church of Sardis and Philadelphia from the book of Revelation. ur :
Revelation Chapter 3:1- 13
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There is an ove'r:vme'rhe regarding these churches...

God is and “more so” Wants to b(?_ part of the chut
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That sounds a bit generic an: y-r
regarding these two cl !‘-c-
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Revelation Chapter 3:1-€ 3
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1 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Sardis. This is the messag
the one who has the sevenfold Spirit of God and the seven stars: “I know all the
things you do, and that you have a reputation for being alive—but you are dead.
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2 Wake up! Strengthen what little rem
find that your actions do no_jr,‘_’ J;:J,si..‘* reg
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3 Go back to what you hear ' ]
turn to me again. If you u do

unexpected as a thi ief.
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4 “Yet ther are son 3



Revelation Chapte&q : a— o ' -

7 “Write this letter to the angel n the cl
This is the message frorrj- ig T ne v
the one who has_th ﬁ- K '

What he opens, n ﬂ*

and what he c1 0ses, N
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Revelation Chapter 3:

N
.

: u-,—gL" _'_ =
9 Look, I will force those who belong to Satan’s synagogue—those liars who say
they are Jews but are not—to come and bow down at your feet. They will
acknowledge that you are the ones | love. '
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10 “Because you have obey.
the great time of testmg
belong to this world-'—- 5‘-'§
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11 1 am comlng S on.
your crown..
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As a backdrop, God i diately reveals three gs about Himself in the
message to the@delphiam B . -
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1. God addresses who He- '
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2. God is part of the
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This afternoon | me tlme and_unpac'l'( this “ope
speaking about. Let's look at verse 8.
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Now, recall it is God Who sa
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In 1 Corinthians 16:9, MQ the Corinthians, "In the meantime, | willbe
staying here at Ephes e Festival of Pentecost. There is a wide-ope

for a great work here, although many oppose me."

Sl

The same metaphor is used in 2 Corintl nians 2::
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Troas to preach the Good N -}HJ, _=,-, r
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Lastly, in Colossmns; /
that God will open up t
mystery of Christ,.."
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Let's take a historical I@;-__t this "open door* regarding this church. Philadelphia
was considered an insignificant town. The church itself was not popular

considerably well known by any means. The town itself was started to be kind of

a missionary outpost for the Greek culture and Ianguage Yet we read here...

God has other plans to step into history each t
through this church. '
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But the greater questlo e
through it? Will you let me n
to reach others in ren nark
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But what do we noﬁsh'siblical pattern?
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Let's take a look...

You see first we have fa ..
opening. The open :T'- fd
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The big picture... our faithfulness makes room for opportunity... in Proverbs

18:16, it reads, "A man s glf ma }i_‘ O0m 10
men" (NASB). 3

This is what the L |
to all of us as the chi
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Let's look at it in a practic : e. First, Acts 3:1-6.
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Peter and John were '{jomhe' temple to pray during the three o' clot
service.
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A lame man was carried to th'eL te of the

as they were enterlng theqtf ple.

Remember, prayer u;}' > |
(Acts 6: 4) :
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In summary, their falfhms to a door. They take the step—&nd OUQ
the door... listen to Peter, "what | do have I give to you: In the name of Jesus —a—
Christ the Nazarene—walk!
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With a leap he stood uprlght : ﬁ*‘u"gi"v ) Wi
faithfulness, the open door {r:,z.-“ |
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When people trust God and we door, the power of God is set in

motion and things beyond our ability begln to happen : -
RPN

This is the in-breaking of the Kingdom of God. God is stepping into this side of
heaven in a very manifest way and taking over _(Heb 6:5).
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Certainly God does not forc_ej:g'. h doors u
through that door, again... the [ W
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The entire bible is fu 5_4:1_-
second example,... let's
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Recall that in the very begi I ' is country, family and

relatives to go to another land. ook his relative Lot with him! Maybe
Abraham would not have encountered some of the difficulties he faced... had he nc
asked Lot to join him... including a difficult situation with Lot himself... late

Also, keep in mind... Abraham did not convey the complete truth in two dlfferent
situations (not that we should do the same of cou

Abimelech that his wife Sarah was hi ‘Ff;f'_“

fear of losing his lifel = aTir et
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In summary, falthfum "*_

life long journey ofc =..T __
we may or may not ma |
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Our second example, is found i :=
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Abraham is old at this time and it's time for his son Isaac to be (hitched)
married. The situation is very real! The whole future of Israel rests on thit
decision.

The question is how is Abraham going to flnd a wife for hi
There were no computer dating services, n 0 sin

There were no newspapers in -.Wh h to write p

with excellent prospect sear g fc

As you may know, th,e~ 'mq o
marriage for their chil :--
sends his most truste
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Anyway... he says, Hey bro cor :*- i er my thigh". | know...

g

today we would be like, sé ! and under the thigh, it was
just another way to closgz_deal in those days Obwously, today we jUSt signa
contract or shake handst

Abraham says, " Swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and earth, that you wi
not allow my son to marry one of these local Ca
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homeland, to my relatives, and find a wife
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"Then he (Eliezer) loade od te -_-' :
from his master." Het u: =u'
brother lived. Whe ;L-r:

give me success.
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So, she gets him water t ' : for your camels too

until they have finished drinking. : the killer o his story: One thirsty camel

could drink 30 gallons of water. There were ten camels! Think about it, th| one
person drawing water from the well. This is a serious woman! -

After she finishes, the servant Eliezer goes with_ her to meet he
basically, tells them, "I know this is i; nge, bt
a part of an amazing adventu S,

Rebekah'’s family sh
willing to go?"

Think about thist Th
what kind of person
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e church of Sardis.

This church has a reputation for being alive, but is dead. However, the Lord
simply tells them to awake!

As a side note, when Jesu
on the outside and Ioolg.fe,p
admonishing the chur htov
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The important thing heiﬂ..ﬁ_not ama o,_,w et er you are here or there
the concentric circles.
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The important thing is.. . We are Jgurne qo towarc
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To Paul, that is goal in F .1,
high calling of God1 %;-_
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It says in verse 12: "All Wh'
my God." While he |s ta,l |
another way... both in the he
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As we continue in faithft II hat. | have also

seen that! Yours may be . ay be praying for a person and they are
healed. It may be an oppeﬂunlty for a new or different position at work. I |.‘ be
another friendship or . Perhaps it is a ministry opportunity. Reg ;

it is something in the kingdom.

Let's remember the image of the “key* :_+,qf=;".f-f
the key of David. What he ope:ns ne one Ci
can open:"
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The key is a picture _0 uth
reveals... Chrlstw 0 a ;--:
who holds the key."
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