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Revelation 2:12-29, Facing Our Issues
Paul Newman, July 22nd, 2007
Summary of My Testimony

· Dec 17, 1993 Surrendered to the Lord

· I saw God’s promises to me come to be, 

· Became a member of a church, I went through discipleship

· Served Him faithfully on the worship team

· After a few years I started to teach the discipleship class

· For 7 years, I watched my life change before my eyes.

My walk with the Lord started off so well---That is until 1999

My marriage fell apart & I was on the road to a divorce, 

What started off as little compromises, later turned into bigger compromises which eventually me into an ungodly & unhealthy, relationship with a much younger woman & if that wasn’t bad enough the influence she had on me led me into an ungodly partying lifestyle which is exactly what I left and wanted to leave behind when I gave my life to the Lord.  I became so angry & hateful…you wouldn’t have liked me.  I compromise everything I believed in.  

However, I’m so grateful to our Lord Jesus that He is a God of Second Chances
Through out my compromised backslidden ways, I heard God’s voice every morning saying I’m still here….

I compromised my life, my beliefs, and my relationship with God & I tolerated the sin of others that so greatly influenced me during these times.

You see, we currently live in a world where those little compromises are all around us – in every aspect of our daily lives.  Let’s remember, we’re called by God to live to a higher standard.  Every time we make a compromise it leads us further from the calling that God has given. 

But as you compromise on the small things you start to notice less and less.  Sin becomes easier and easier and pretty soon you start compromising on the big stuff.  That’s not what God calls to do.  He calls us to be faithful in all things.  Compromising on the big stuff has a name --- its name is rebellion

This morning we’re going to talk about 2 churches that started off real well then gave into compromise, which started off doing great & then just tolerated the sin that was taking place in the midst of their community.

· We’re going to continue in our series on Revelations on the churches of Pergamum & Thyatira.  Before we start let’s remember an important fact about the book of Revelation… Revelation is all about understanding life in this world from the viewpoint of heaven.   

PRAY
12 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Pergamum. This is the message from the one with the sharp two-edged sword: 

 13 “I know that you live in the city where Satan has his throne, yet you have remained loyal to me. You refused to deny me even when Antipas, my faithful witness, was martyred among you there in Satan’s city.
Rev 2:13 I know where you live-where Satan has his throne.  

So we know that this place is really dark, where loving Jesus could pretty much get you killed.  They have been faithful & refused to deny Jesus.  But there was a mess in Pergamum & now Jesus is going to point out a few things that had to do with false doctrine, or false teaching.


 14 “But I have a few complaints against you. You tolerate some among you whose teaching is like that of Balaam, who showed Balak how to trip up the people of Israel. He taught them to sin by eating food offered to idols and by committing sexual sin. 15 In a similar way, you have some Nicolaitans among you who follow the same teaching. 16 Repent of your sin, or I will come to you suddenly and fight against them with the sword of my mouth.
The scripture says, you tolerate the teachings of Balaam & the Nicolaitans. In the New Testament period, Balaam became a symbol of false prophets or a false teacher.

Now we don't know exactly what the teaching of the Nicolaitans was. It may have had to do with accommodation to Roman pagan festivals, which would have involved sexual immorality. We don't know. They were however, trying to persuade Christians that there was nothing wrong with conforming to worldly standards, while living and serving Jesus.  So the point is that the church of Pergamum was a mess because it regularly listened to bad teaching and bad counsel.  It was not easy to be a Christian in Pergamum.  Believers experienced great pressure to compromise or even leave the faith.  Antipas who did not compromise was put to death for his faith.

The Christians of Pergamum, they had a great start & were faithful and held fast His name under trying circumstances and great temptations; however, they also tolerated evil.  God knows all and He can read the intents of the heart and He understands our motives.  

Often, Life is filled with compromises; we are given a choice as to how we will live our lives and what path we are going to follow through life.  There is going to be a time when we are going to have to make decisions to do the right thing.  Will we make godly choices?  The question is will we decide to go with God despite the cost or will we choose to compromise?  Will We Face Our Issues?

Let’s face it we have given in to the issues of compromise, we have issues & we need to overcome & no longer compromise!

 I HAVE ISSUES
If we’re honest with ourselves we are surrounded & exposed to new ways of thinking.  C’mon let’s be honest you’ve heard that voice that says in the moment we need to take a stand against something we’re against….Hey, Just go along, don’t make waves….You don’t want to be labeled as a religious fanatic or a trouble maker, do You?  Have you heard that voice?

I need to ask you a question.  Are there areas in your life where you have begun to let your guard down?  Are you allowing things in your life that you used to think were wrong?  Have you begun the downward spiral of compromise?  There are many of us who let our guard down and have compromised in one or more issues, some of us who are flirting dangerously close to doing the same thing.  

It is time though my friends, time for us to resolve in our hearts that come what may, we will not disgrace the name of Jesus & no longer compromise in any area of our lives.  I’m glad I can tell you that Jesus allows u-turns

So how can we start overcoming compromise?  

Paul tells us to work out our salvation with fear & trembling…you notice that you never see this verse on a coffee mug, or a t-shirt, bumper sticker….

The fact is this is a Hard saying, we can’t just use this when we go to small group and have someone say….hey, I’m struggling & someone says, really?  You know what you need to do…you need to work out your salvation with fear & trembling…and they say….Yeah! & then this gets passed on to other small groups & before you know it…there it is on a coffee mug or someone has a bracelet with just the initials

W.O.Y.S.W.F.A.T.
On a serious note in order to do this we must

First we must remember what is most important…

1 Cor 15:3,4  For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, & that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures
This is of first importance…this is the main thing, the main thing is that Christ died for us and to quote one of my spiritual heroes 

C.J. Mahaney, THE MAIN THING IS TO KEEP THE MAIN THING, THE MAIN THING.

Hebrews 3:12,13 Be careful then, dear brothers and sisters. 

Make sure that your own hearts are not evil and unbelieving, turning you away from the living God. You must warn each other every day, as long as it is called "today," so that none of you will be deceived by sin and hardened against God.
The author of Hebrews says her…Brothers, Brethren, and Sisters, those who believe in Jesus, those who know Jesus, and those who are related to me through the blood of Jesus Christ.  

PAY ATTENTION TO YOUR HEARTS
WHY GIVE THE HEART SO MUCH ATTENTION?
  

The NIV says in PROV 4:23  Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.

FOR OUT OF IT FLOW THE ISSUES OF LIFE

Which means it affects all that you do…your heart determines the course of your life….Our heart, our feelings of love & desire – dictates to a great extent how we live because we always find time to do what we enjoy.  Solomon tells us to guard our hearts above all else, making sure we concentrate on those desires that will keep us on the right path.  Make sure your affections lead you in the right directions.  Put boundaries on your desires:  Don’t go after everything you see.  Look straight ahead, keep your eyes fixed on your goal, keep your eyes fixed on Jesus and don’t get sidetracked on detours that lead to sin.  

Yes, we have issues, however, Be unshakable, Pay attention to your heart, don’t compromise your convictions and this will see you through this life and into eternity. These were the convictions of the early church. Because of these convictions, a small group of people changed the world forever, and we continue with their work and are why we are here today.

Let’s move over to the Church of Thyatira


REV 2:18,19 "Write this letter to the angel of the church in Thyatira. This is the message from the Son of God, whose eyes are bright like flames of fire, whose feet are like polished bronze: "I know all the things you do? Your love, your faith, your service, and your patient endurance. And I can see your constant improvement in all these things
This sounds like a great church, Thyatira sounds like a place we would want to be, we want to join their church, want to love & be loved, want to be plugged into.  We see the believers here were commended for growing in good deeds.  We should not only take comfort in gathering for worship or rejoice when people give their lives to Christ, We should also seek to grow in love, faith and acts of service.  

REV 2:20-23 But I have this complaint against you. You are permitting that woman? That Jezebel who calls herself a prophet? To lead my servants astray. She is encouraging them to worship idols, eat food offered to idols, and commit sexual sin. I gave her time to repent, but she would not turn away from her immorality. Therefore, I will throw her upon a sickbed, and she will suffer greatly with all who commit adultery with her, unless they turn away from all their evil deeds. I will strike her children dead. And all the churches will know that I am the one who searches out the thoughts and intentions of every person. And I will give to each of you whatever you deserve.
This is a gift because we’re able to look at these other churches to see how they failed & learn from them, these churches were trying to do what we are doing. Be the people of Jesus..

We see both the Church of Pergamum & Thyatira, start off strong & then they blow it.

V.20 speaks of Jezebel- Old Testament Queen-we could say kind of a mass murderer.  She was considered to be the most evil woman who ever lived.  Here we have this person is being compared to Jezebel…THIS IS NOT GOOD!

Question….Do you know anyone named Jezebel?  Do you know anyone who had a daughter and said, I’m going to name her Jezebel.  No, if we use this name nowadays it’s to make reference to someone who’s immoral calling them a Jezebel!  Basically there was a woman in the church in Thyatira who was teaching that immorality was not a serious matter for believers.  Jezebel was not the woman’s name.  She was compared to Jezebel to symbolize the kind of evil she was promoting. She was seducing the church and saying, “Let’s just go along with the rest of society.  The mess here had to do with the temptation to compromise.  Jesus is looking for an uncompromised church, an uncompromised heart!

Jezebel, wow, I wonder what her real name is, it’s not mentioned if this is someone from outside of the church leading those astray or someone who attended the church.  

However, in some of the commentaries I’ve research, they believe that this woman actually attended or was a member of the church of Thyatira, Jezebel, so let’s say for the time being we call her FRIDA!

HMMM, hopefully there’s no one here name Frida, saying NO, call her something else.

So, here we have church going very well, then this woman, Frida, leading people astray, but notice Christ’s accusation is not to the woman.  It’s to the Church!  You Church tolerate her, You Church do nothing about her in your midst!

What does this mean?  It shows no one wants to confront her on it.  Frida is leading people astray & no one calls her out on it.  No one wants to rock the boat.  Most of the time when it comes down to where someone needs to be confronted, we struggle with the attitude of, “someone else will do it”, not me, someone should take care of this, but I’m going to mind my own business.

I wonder if Frida would not have been compared to Jezebel if she would have been confronted in love.  

Matthew 18:15-17 "If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.' If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
There’s a way to handle this that would show Jesus’ love.

v.15  If your brother sins – Jesus is making an appeal to us as a family.

Key word here.  Brother!

Meaning someone who we know, someone who we’re close with, who knows what type of person you want to be, what type of husband, wife, father, mother, son, daughter, you want to be and they see that something in our life needs to be addressed.  

That person would come over invite us out for coffee or dinner and over conversation, that person would say, Hey, Are you alright, how are you doing?  Because, this is what I’m seeing & I want you to know I’m worried…

Things I’m seeing in you seem so different than what we’ve been praying for….Is there anything I can do, how can I help?

I’m talking about someone who does LIFE with you…

However, word of advice.

If you are a stranger to that person, hmmm, not a good idea for you to go up to them and bring out their issues, go by this general rule.  Usually if the person you are confronting or disciplining has to ask who are you or what’s your name, it probably going to go bad!

 Scripture says, if he doesn’t listen, take one or two along….this does not mean ambush your brother or sister and say..Hey, why don’t you come over my house….INTERVENTION

Actually, you could work this out in small group, in a safe, loving environment, with your brothers & sisters are living life with you.  To be loved & nurtured and mostly prayed for….

We can grow together going to small group.  Community & Right relationships, we will grow in Christ together, we’ll love, laugh, pray, cry and dream.  

Yes, there are times when your junk, your issues, catches up with you & you are just busted!

I’m comforted to know that here at my church & especially at my small group I have family, who would cry with me, stand by me, pray with me & for me and if necessary who would bleed with me…. I confess, my church, I’m grateful many of you have been Jesus to me.   

Last September, Diane and I were married.  It has been wonderful, she’s wonderful.  We’re still learning about each other, we’re getting to know each other’s roles & so far it goes like this.  I make the mess and patiently wait.  Diane then lovingly brings the mess to my attention.  Then I do what any spiritual man of God would do, Get defensive & argue!  What mess, blah, blah, blah, this is this and that is that & then roughly about 10 minutes later I realize how wrong I’ve been & I do what any Godly man would do, walk right up to her and argue for about 30 more minutes.  

Here’s the thing…she knows who I want to be, she knows the man of God I want to be….you have to be careful though cause I could just open the scroll and yell, oh yeah, why don’t you work on this!!!

My point is if she sees me in sin, she doesn’t tolerate it, yet, she comes to me gently, lovingly, clearly concerned for my spiritual well being.  She watches out for me.  We need to watch out for each other church family!

Tolerance, Compromise, man sin is so crafty & wooing, and if you have issues like I have issues, one week I’m so in love with Jesus & the next, I’m a train wreck…

Let’s know each other, let’s be known by each other, let’s watch out for each other & in love when necessary, confront each other, and remember, in love….

Being aware of your heart & be known as people of Jesus by & to each other, so that we can receive encouragement when we really need it, not being self-absorbed or trying to hide under the radar when we are falling & struggling, we need to reach out to each other and say Help!  Or Hey, are you OK?

The answer to Cain’s question to the Lord, Am I my brother’s keeper, well, that’s a resounding “YES”!

So the question I have, do you struggle with Issues of Compromise?

Do you have the courage to Face Your Issues & say, No More Compromise, I will follow God without reserve & I’ll repent where repentance is needed & I’ll ask for God’s help where God’s help is needed.  Let someone pray for you. 

Where is the strength to do what Jesus is asking us to do?  Where do we find grace, the strength, and the power to take a stand, to have courage, and to go after truth?  Let’s close with

Rev 3:20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. 

“Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what He is saying to the churches. 

