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The Book of Revelation Series, Part 9: Two Kingdoms Collide

August 12, 2007

As we continue our series on the Book of Revelation this afternoon, I’d like you to go ahead and turn to chapter 12 & 13 as we begin focusing in on this epic battle between God and evil. If you don’t have your Bible with you, we’ve got the text for you in the program. So, let’s go ahead and start off at verse 1 of chapter 12.

“Then I witnessed in heaven an event of great significance. I saw a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon beneath her feet, and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 2 She was pregnant, and she cried out because of her labor pains and the agony of giving birth.

3Then I witnessed in heaven another significant event. I saw a large red dragon with seven heads and ten horns, with seven crowns on his heads.4 His tail swept away one-third of the stars in the sky, and he threw them to the earth. He stood in front of the woman as she was about to give birth, ready to devour her baby as soon as it was born.

5She gave birth to a son who was to rule all nations with an iron rod. And her child was snatched away from the dragon and was caught up to God and to his throne. 6And the woman fled into the wilderness, where God had prepared a place to care for her for 1,260 days.”

I’m going to pause here for a moment… because I want us to grab hold of the three key images John is describing so far for us as we get started.

· The first is the red dragon whom we’ll see in a moment to represent satan.

· Then there’s the woman, who I believe represents the church… the community of God… who stands as the antithesis to the “Babylonian prostitute” of chapter 17, which we’ve already covered in detail.

· Above this woman are the twelve stars, which speak of the twelve patriarchs of Israel and the twelve disciples of Christ… again, representing God’s people.

· The crown on her head, as well as the sun and moon… all represent God’s presence and authority with the woman… who again, represents His people.

The third image here is one of a child… representing the Messiah, whom we’re told in verse 5, would rule all the nations with an iron rod.

· John is no doubt referencing Psalm 2:9, where the writer speaks of the Messiah as having a “a rod of iron to rule the earth." 

· We’re told here, in verse 4, that the dragon’s “tail swept away one-third of the stars in the sky, and he threw them to the earth. He stood in front of the woman as she was about to give birth, ready to devour her baby as soon as it was born.”
· So, with this intense imagery, we’re given a vision here of satan sweeping down a third of the angels as he opening rebels against God. 
· But more than that, Satan is also seen trying to destroy this messianic child as soon as he is born… to keep him from his ultimate purpose of becoming the only sacrifice & scapegoat for humanity’s sin.
Now we go on to verse seven (thru vs. 11): 

7Then there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon and his angels.8 And the dragon lost the battle, and he and his angels were forced out of heaven.9 This great dragon—the ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, the one deceiving the whole world—was thrown down to the earth with all his angels. 10Then I heard a loud voice shouting across the heavens,

"It has come at last— salvation and power and the Kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters has been thrown down to earth— the one who accuses them before our God day and night. 11And they have defeated him by the blood of the Lamb and by their testimony. And they did not love their lives so much that they were afraid to die. 12Therefore, rejoice, O heavens! And you who live in the heavens, rejoice! But terror will come on the earth and the sea, for the devil has come down to you in great anger, knowing that he has little time."

We’re going to stop here for now… because I want highlight the three principle visions John has received here in chapter 12. (keep in mind that these three visions are not presented chronologically) 

· So, the first vision John shares with us is this great battle between the red dragon and this heavenly woman.  

· It is a battle between good and evil, between life and death, between heaven and hell, between God and the evil one.

· It is real and it is desperate, and it matters more than we could possibly imagine. 

In fact, let me ask you a question: Think about your life from the moment of birth up until now. 

· How many of you have found that your life gets pretty difficult at times? 

· Well, John says, "You shouldn’t be surprised… because we really are in a spiritual battle." 
· I don’t know how many people have come to me and said something like, "It’s so hard. It’s so hard to resist sin. I keep struggling with the same things. I want to read the Bible more but every time I pick it up I get so distracted!" 

· “It’s so hard to live a life of purity… It’s so hard to build a strong, Christ-honoring marriage…

· It’s so hard to raise healthy children… It’s so hard to be persistent in prayer!”

Of course it’s hard! We’re in a battle…a battle that involves forces far stronger than you and me. Why would we expect it to be easy? We’re in a spiritual battle.

· Listen… a soldier in battle shouldn’t be surprised if he’s been shot at… right?! His feelings shouldn’t hurt. He shouldn’t peek over his foxhole and shout, "Was it something I said?" 
· He expects it. He plans on it. That’s spiritual realism.
· And understanding that begins with understanding those first four words of verse 7 where John writes, "There is war in heaven" – there is a war in the spiritual places. 

· So, the first vision John has here is of the war between the dragon and the woman, representing the church, in verses 1-5.  


From verses 7-12, we’re able to see the second vision John receives… of the cosmic battle that took place long ago in heaven between the Kingdom of God (lead by the archangel Michael who is leading God’s army of angels) and satan’s counterfeit kingdom.

· But satan and his hordes were not strong enough to defeat the armies of God and were cast down from heaven.

· And then, from verses 13-17, we’re invited into John’s third vision, where the dragon, after he is hurled to the earth, begins to pursue the woman.
· In other words, having been defeated by the messianic child who now stands at heaven’s throne, the dragon will now go after His bride… the church.
We’re told in verse 17 that “the dragon was angry at the woman and declared war against the rest of her children… all who keep God’s commandments and maintain their testimony for Jesus.”
· It is a spiritual battle where satan is always at work to keep people from discovering the love and forgiveness of the Lamb… 

· where he is always at work to dishonor the Lamb so that his name would increase… and Jesus’ name would decrease.

But keep in mind that the images John uses to describe the dragon in chapter 12 and his counterfeit kingdom is about to enlarge as we turn to chapter 13…

· Because it’s here, starting in verse 1, that we begin hearing about the two beasts that come from the dragon… a one from the sea… and one from the earth.
· Let’s just turn there for a moment… I want to read just a few passages about each of the two beasts:

1Then I saw a beast rising up out of the sea. It had seven heads and ten horns, with ten crowns on its horns. And written on each head were names that blasphemed God… And the dragon gave the beast his own power and throne and great authority. 3I saw that one of the heads of the beast seemed wounded beyond recovery—but the fatal wound was healed! The whole world marveled at this miracle and gave allegiance to the beast. 5Then the beast was allowed to speak great blasphemies against God… 7And the beast was allowed to wage war against God's holy people.
Now you may remember when we looked at the Babylonian Prostitute in Revelation 17 that she was sitting “on a scarlet beast that had seven heads and ten horns, and blasphemies against God were written all over it.”
· And what we concluded… and please do go back to that message to see how we got there… was that the beast represented the totality of the world’s kingdoms …

· Who have not only become subservient to the dragon… but on whom the dragon has placed his power and authority.

· In other words, the beast here represents the ungodly kingdoms and powers in this world that are used by the dragon to propagate his horrific agenda.

· We see that perfectly represented by Rome as King Herod was used by satan to hunt down the Messianic child by killing all the first born sons of Bethlehem.  (Now look at verse 11)
11Then I saw another beast come up out of the earth. He had two horns like those of a lamb, but he spoke with the voice of a dragon. 12He exercised all the authority of the first beast. And he required all the earth and its people to worship the first beast… 13He did astounding miracles, even making fire flash down to earth from the sky while everyone was watching. 16He required everyone—small and great, rich and poor, free and slave—to be given a mark on the right hand or on the forehead. 18… for it is the number of a man. His number is 666.
We’re told here in verse 11 that the second beast had two horns like a lamb… but spoke with the voice of a dragon.  

· In other words… this beast came appearing like the Lamb… but representing the evil agenda of the dragon.

· His job was the champion the ungodliness imposed by the unholy kingdoms he leads… 

· But what’s interesting here is that the second beast is spoken in verse 18 as though John had a specific man in mind… and he probably did.

You see, back in John’s day, there was a very strong belief that Emperor Nero, who had been one of the most vicious opponents of the church prior to taking his own life, would be resurrected in order to lead a mighty army and regain his lost dominion.

· And already, as John was writing Revelation, several people were claiming to be the resurrected Nero.

· And yet, while I believe John was relating the second beast with this evil emperor, Nero really represents all of history’s Caesars who rule over these anti-Christian kingdoms…

· Who champion the cause of the dragon against the people of God.

For example, in verse 14-15, the second beast ordered that a statue be built of the first beast… and that anyone who refused to worship it be put to death.

· Well, we’ve already seen how a number of Roman Emperors… especially Emperor Domitian, who reigned during the period John wrote Revelation… demanded to be addressed as Lord & God…

· And anybody who would not address him that way could be imprisoned or killed. 

· So, John’s readers would likely see Rome as the first beast… and Emperor Domitian as the second beast.

But beyond demanding that everyone worship the first beast, the 2nd beast demanded in verse 16 that “everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, was to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead…” 
· That mark was a number… which was either the name of the beast or a number representing his name…  And that number is 666.
· Would you like to know where the number 666 comes from? Well… I’d like to know too! The truth is, nobody knows really for sure. 

· There’s a lot of speculation out there… but I think the best guess is that just as seven in Revelation is the perfect number, 666 represents a mockery of God’s perfection.
· It was also a counterfeit what we see in chapter 14 where God’s people bore the name of the Lamb and the Father on their foreheads.
Now, whether or not these markings are actually physical or symbolic, the reality is that they identified which kingdom you’re aligned with.  
· In other words, you could only be aligned with one of two kingdoms… you were either a part of satan’s counterfeit “community” or God’s kingdom community.
· Speaking to the former community in chapter 8:44 of his gospel, John writes, “For you are the children of your father the devil, and you love to do the evil things he does. He was a murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies.”
So we see John using some very dark images in these two chapters to describe this cosmic collision of two kingdoms… the Kingdom of God… and the counterfeit kingdom of Satan. 
· In fact, everything about satan… everything he does… is a counterfeit of what is true of the Kingdom of God.  

· We’ve already seen this expressed through satan’s counterfeit mark and counterfeit community.

· But we also see a counterfeit Trinity. We read about the dragon and two beasts… designed to mimic the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

The 2nd beast that comes out of the earth, who is later called the False Prophet, works miraculous signs… counterfeits of the signs & wonders of the Holy Spirit. 

· The dragon in chapter 12 is a picture of satan, who counterfeits God the Father by producing a counterfeit son, the beast. 

· We even see a counterfeit of Christ’s resurrection where, in verse 3 of chapter 13, one of the heads of the beast seemed to have suffered a fatal wound… 

· but the fatal wound had been healed, which caused the whole world to marvel at his strength.

There is also a counterfeit worship in Rev. 13:4 where we see humanity worshipping the dragon because he had given authority to the beast.  
· They worshipped him and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can make war against him?”

· You see, they’re mimicking the worship that God received following the Jewish exodus from Egypt in Exodus 15:11 where Moses sang out “Who… is like you, O LORD?”
· From the beginning, satan wanted everything God had. We read in Isaiah 14:13-14, “I will ascend to heaven and set my throne above God's stars… I will climb to the highest heavens and be like the Most High.”
Now… since we’re talking about the mark of the beast… it makes sense to go ahead and jump into another hornets nest… and that is the identity of the anti-Christ.

· So, let me start by giving you a pop quiz.  How many of you like pop quizzes? Ready? Here goes… 

· How many times does the term antichrist appear in the Book of Revelation? 

· Okay, a show of hands on this.  How many say “lots of times”? How many say “a few times”? How many of you said zero times? Well… you’re correct!  

· The term antichrist does not occur anywhere in the Book of Revelation. 

· In fact, it only appears five times in all the Bible, and always in the Epistles of John… four times in 1 John and once in 2 John... 

· And it’s always used to refer to what’s going on in John’s day. 

For example, in 1 John 2:18, John says, "As you have heard, the anti-Christ is coming, even now many antichrists have come...”
· And then again, a little later on, in 1 John 4:3, John says, “But if someone claims to be a prophet and does not acknowledge the truth about Jesus, that person is not from God. Such a person has the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard is coming into the world and indeed is already here.”
· You see, anti-Christ is John’s term for opposition to Christ, the presence of evil, and that spirit was certainly present there in his day… and is present in our day as well. 

So, then how are we, as followers of Jesus, to live our lives… knowing that satan is still present in our world… knowing that there are, in fact, those who very much are against Christ?

· Well, I want to end our time this afternoon by looking at three kinds of strategies that satan uses in this spiritual battle against the church…

· Three ways in which satan purposes to dishonor Christ through us… and render us, as believers, powerless in the struggle against him. 

The first strategy of the adversary is mentioned several times in these two chapters alone. 
· In chapter 12:9 it says, "The great dragon was thrown down--that ancient serpent who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world." 

· So, the first strategy of the evil one is deception. The evil one is, by nature, a deceiver. 

· We’re told in John 8:44 that "He is a liar and the father of lies, and the truth is not in him…" 

· So, here’s how this spiritual battle often gets worked out in our own lives: 

In order to get you to engage in sin thereby enticing you to join with him in his rebellion against God…

· Satan will begin by painting a false picture in your mind, for example. A thoughts will occur to you as if out of nowhere.

· Maybe you’ve made a mistake at work.  You’ve had no intent to be dishonest… but that thought suddenly comes to you… “I could get out of this whole mess with one little white lie. Truth is… compared to the things people do around here… a little white lie is hardly even a lie.” 
· You see, he’ll speak these lies so subtly that we may not even be aware that it’s happening. 
· But every chain of sin begins with a link of deceit, every one.
So, how do you fight against his lies?  How can you see through the deceiver’s tactics?  By looking at what God’s word says is true.

· So, when a thought enters your mind that could lead you toward sin, you need to ask this single question, "Is this true? This thought, this scenario, is it true that if I give in to this temptation it will satisfy my heart’s desire?"
· "If I engage in sexually immoral behavior, will it really take away my loneliness? Will it really? Is that true?" 

· "If I power up on somebody to get what I… what I deserve.. will that really satisfy my need for significance?" 

· You see, we don’t have to buy into his lies.  If you find yourself weighted down with thoughts… “I’m not good enough… God can’t forgive what I’ve done… After all that has happened, God just can’t be good…” 

· then know that you can undo the power of those lies with God’s truth.

2. But he doesn’t stop with deception. He has another tool that’s talked about in these two chapters quite a lot, and it’s pressure or intimidation. 

· All through these two chapters, we see evil seeking to intimidate. 

· John speaks of economic pressure, for example, when the beast commands that no one sell their goods to anyone without the mark on their forehead or arm. 

· There’s social & political pressure, where people are brought to the place where they just give up and say, in 13:4, "Who can fight against it?" 
Acts of service to the poor, for example, can so easily go undone all because the evil one whispers, "You better not risk it. You’re not strong enough. You can’t beat the system... 

· You’ve struggled with that sin your whole life. You know you’ll mess up again. Who are you to try to kid? Your gifts aren’t significant…

· You’re no warrior. There’s no role for you to play in this battle. Just watch from the sidelines."

You know, I realize that, for me, the greatest sins in my life are not always the wrong things that I do… but often the greatest sins are the right things that I leave undone: 

· Courageous words that just stick in my throat. Generous gifts that never leave my pocket. Bold witness that remains silent.

· So let me ask you… will you determine now to stand up to the intimidator?  Will you say in from your heart… “In Christ, I will see through the deceiver, and I will stand up to the intimidator. I will not cave in." 

Dallas Willard once said that most people “want to do right, but they’re prepared to do wrong. When they’re under pressure, most people want to tell the truth, but when pressure comes they’re prepared to lie if they think they need to.”

· That’s why we have to decide ahead of time that we won’t allow satan to intimidate or pressure us to cave in.

· Most teenage believers, for example, want to continue walking with God after leaving high school for college.  

· But the truth is that nearly 80% walk away till after they’re 30 or so… with some never returning to church.  

· If you’re in high school right now… you need to take your stand now… you need to plant that flag in the ground now and make it clear, “this is how I’m going to live my life.”
You see, that’s why, if you want to stand up to the intimidator, you’ll need to make that decision before the pressure comes. 

· If you know that that third drink is your limit… then you choose before hand that you’re done after two, regardless of the pressure he’ll inflict.

· Whatever the issue is… you need to say, "I will stand up to the intimidator when under pressure. With God I can handle it. I can do all things through Him who strengthens me." 
· Listen… so much of what John is saying to the seven churches… and to us… is that because we’re in this spiritual battle, we can expect that it’ll get rough from time to time.

· And so he encourages them… and us, in verse 10, to walk with “patient endurance and faithfulness”
John, who himself was being held captive, is saying, "Decide now. You may be imprisoned… but you don’t have to be intimidated. You can stand firm. You can choose to walk in patient endurance and faithfulness." 

· So when you face a situation where you know you’ll be under pressure to sin -- a lie that would get you out of trouble at work, gossip that would help you break into a circle that you want to be a part of -- decide before the pressure hits, 

· "I will be faithful. I will endure. I’m going to stand up to the intimidator." 

3. There’s deception, intimidation, and then there’s a third strategy and this can be brutal. It’s accusation. 

Now, look again at chapter 12, the last part of verse 10. "For the accuser of our brothers and sisters has been thrown down… the one who accuses them day and night before our God."
· This one is so ironic. The evil one deceives us, intimidates us, uses all the power at his disposal to induce us to do wrong. 

· He’s the one trying to pressure us into doing something wrong. 

· And then, when we do… when we do give in… he’s right there assuming his role as the accuser. 

· "Look at you… you call yourself a Christian? You’re nothing but a pagan slob… you’re no follower of Christ. You’re no one Christ could be proud of." 
Have you ever heard the voice of the accuser?  If so, then let it remind you of the spiritual battle you’re in. 

· "You’re a hypocrite," “You’re not good enough,” “You’ve crossed the line… there’s no way you can ask for forgiveness now…” 

· You see, there is something inside of us that is so vulnerable to the voice of accusation… 

· At times, the accusation of the evil one can make me want to despair, give up and hide. 

· "God could never forgive you. Besides, you know you’re going to fall again. You might as well give up, get out of the game." 
Some of you are living under the accuser right now… truth is, we all live under his constant accusations.  It’s part of the spiritual battle that is going on around us.  

· Maybe you dislike even thinking about the reality of this battle… but ignoring it won’t make its impact go away.  

· What does silence the accuser, however, is living out our Christian lives at the foot of the cross. 

Whether his accusations against you are true or false… when we bring them to foot of the cross, we’re able to see again just how the blood of the Lamb covers us.

· In fact, John writes in 12:11 that “they conquered him" not by cleverness, not by strength of will, not by raw courage. 
· Instead, they conquered him… "By the blood of the Lamb."
For me, worship is what helps drown out his lies so I can hear God’s voice reminding me that He loves me with an everlasting love… and that the Cross is deeper than any sin or struggle in my life.

· When I’ve fallen under the weight of his accusations… and have started to not only believe the lies but let those lies shape how I walk out my relationship with God…

· Then I know I need to get away with God… I have a favorite spot I go to… where I look out at the mountains and remember what it was He did for me at Calvary.

· You see, whether I rediscover the depth of Calvary through worship or through time alone with God in the mountains, the accuser falls silent because he’s powerless before the cross. 

· There’s no lie that’s big enough. There is no intimidation that’s powerful enough. There is no accusation that is strong enough to stand against the Cross.

Guys… the reality is that we are in a war...  a spiritual war where the dragon has purposed to entice us into his rebellion against God… and to render us powerless against him in this battle.
· We need to know the enemy’s tactics of deception, intimidation, and accusation. 
· But even more… we need to know that we’ve been given unbeatable weapons – the blood of Christ, the call to endurance, and the promise that one day, “The kingdom of this world will become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and that He will reign for ever and ever” (paraphrased from Rev. 11:15).
You see, one day, you and I will stand before the One who sits on that throne… the One whom we’ve purposed to serve with our whole lives…

· And on that day He will look you in the eye… and every question that you have, every doubt or reservation will be blown clean away… 

· and you will know that enduring this spiritual battle with patience and faithfulness was worth it… and it was worth it for one reason. 

· Not because it was easy or fun or led to great accomplishments, not because of anything you got out of it…

· But you will know that it was worth it all because at the center of human history stands a Lamb that was slain and He is worthy.

He is worthy of every act of obedience ever offered to him. He is worthy of every temptation ever resisted. He is worthy of every song of worship ever sung. 

· He is worthy of every tear of repentance ever shed. He is worthy of every ounce of labor ever expended.

· He is worthy of every drop of blood that every martyr has shed around this globe for 2,000 years. He is worthy. 

· He is worthy of my life. He is worthy of your life. He is worthy of this church’s life. In every way… He is worthy. 






