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Know God, Part 2: Our Holy God

July 26th, 2009

Even through these economically challenging days, there seems to be something about our culture that raises our curiosity over how the rich and famous are living their lives. 

· In fact, there are a number of shows that continue to run on TV where these successful musicians or actors will give you a tour through their palatial homes.  

· Maybe you’ve seen MTV’s Cribs, for example, or VH1’s “Fabulous Life of…” or E!’s Celebrity Homes… to name a few.

· But what started it all was a show hosted by Robin Leech back in the mid-eighties called… "Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous."  

· How many of you ever watched it… at least once?!

Through these shows, for example, you could visit the largest celebrity home in LA... owned by Aaron Spelling of Charlie’s Angels, Melrose Place, Fantasy Island, Love Boat, BH 90210.
· Spelling, who died a few years ago, had purchased the old Bing Crosby estate for $10 million, tore it down, and then built a 123-room, 56,500-square-foot, $40 million mansion on the site back in 1991. 

· It's larger than the Taj Mahal… about 30 times the size of the average American home.
· Spelling’s widow put the house up for sale a few months ago. What was their asking price? $150,000,000!
Of course… Just drive up Pacific Coast Highway a bit and you can stop by Hearst Castle… Where rooms throughout the complex amount to over 90g square feet… 
· with 56 bedrooms, 41 fireplaces, and 61 bathrooms.
· Now, keep in mind that the White House, which is 5000 sq’ larger than Bill Gate’s home in Washington State, is only 55g sq’.

· Of course, people stand in line for hours and pay a fair amount of money to get a view of these homes… 

· Hoping to not only see the lavish décor… but a glimpse of the owner as well.
Well, this afternoon, we’re going to take a guided tour of one of the most extraordinary rooms ever seen.  
· And, our tour guide is the Apostle John, who wrote down for us, in Revelation 4, just what it was like to peer into the very throne room of God.
· But how do you give a tour like that? How could John possibly describe, in Revelation 4, what is so clearly indescribable?
· How do you communicate things that really are beyond words… things that we’ve never seen or imagined before… 

· When, in every way, you’re limited by your own finite language & thought? 
Beyond that, though… as much as the Apostle John is trying to describe what he himself says is indescribable, what really impacts him… and what he’s ultimately wanting to point us to…

· Is the One who sits on that throne…The One whom all living creatures are celebrating… Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty!
· So, part of what we have to do this afternoon is to try to understand the meaning (through the lenses of those whom he’s writing to) behind the various images and descriptions John uses… 

· While at the same time… not allowing all the details keep us from experiencing the majesty & holiness of the One who sits on the throne. 

You see, John’s purpose here is to impart a sense of the majesty and splendor and awe of the God we serve... as he describes the vision he saw of God’s throne in heaven.

· And the first thing that jumped out to him when first saw that throne room… was worship… 

· the unending response of every creature to the beauty and goodness and glory of the One who occupies the throne.

· Remember that the Apostle John is writing to churches struggling with problems and threats and persecution and martyrdom. 

· He says, "When you’re struggling, when you suffer, when you’re afraid, when you’re tempted to give up… just come to the throne room where you can see again the our magnificent God seated upon that throne.”
And although this world often seems so random & chaotic and sometimes catastrophic & horrible, John says, 
· "Don’t ever forget… There is a throne, and while it may not always seem like it to you, there is One who is seated on the throne… and not only that… but He reigns… and the day is coming when His reign will forever be unchallenged…”

· Though, in the meantime, He asks us… that, in spite of whatever challenges we might be facing in our own lives…

· to allow our hearts to become a kind of throne room where God is welcomed and enthroned and worshipped.

· So let’s go ahead and begin our guided tour through this fourth chapter of Revelation. 

We’ll look at what worship is like in the throne room of God and learn how to make a throne for Him in our lives… even as we face the challenges of everyday life. 

· So, if you have your Bibles, go ahead and turn to Revelation chapter 4 as I begin reading from verse 1. [READ 4:1-11]
· Verse three, "The One sitting on the throne was as brilliant as gemstones." But more specific than that, we’re told here that He looked like jasper and carnelian. 

Now what’s interesting about this… is that these two stones are mentioned in Exodus 28:17-20 as being part of what was called the called the breastplate of judgment, 

· which was worn whenever the High Priest would enter into the Holy of Holies. 

· Now the Breastplate of Judgment was to contain 12 stones… with the name of one of the 12 tribes of Israel carved into each stone. 

· In fact, the breastplate of judgment needed to be made according to the specific design God gave to Moses, where the first stone was carnelian, and the last stone was jasper.
We’re told in Exodus 28 that, "Whenever Aaron enters the Holy place, he will bear the names of the children of Israel over his heart as a continual memorial before the Lord."
· And the way he did that was by wearing the breastplate of judgment.

· So, as the high priest entered into the Holy of Holies, he was, in essence, carrying the names of the children of Israel over his heart.

· And so, in referring to both the carnelian and jasper stones here in verse 3, I believe that John is reminding us that God forever bears the name of His children over His heart. 

· What an incredible picture… of God not only seated on His majestic throne but doing so while carrying your name and my name over His heart!

Now the idea of carrying someone on our hearts is something we do, right? If you’re a mom or grandmother then you might have a necklace with little boys and girls around your neck… each represented by his or his birthstone. 

· Sometimes people wear charm bracelets with people’s names etched in some of the pieces. 

· Sometimes people carry lockets with them that have a picture inside… a symbolic way of expressing the affection they feel in their heart for that person… a way of saying, "I carry you with me." 

· John is reminding those suffering persecution that God, that Glorious One seated on the throne, carries them… and us… forever in His heart. 

And should we respond to that?  I think the only way to respond is to simply give Him our worship… to express back to Him, 

· “God, thank you for always loving me… for always bearing my name on Your heart... and so, I worship you God… and in doing so, I choose to carry You in my heart!”
· In other words, the first thing you need to do in order to make your own heart a throne for Him is to carry Him with you throughout each and every day… to invite Him into our everyday lives. 

Think of how you were when you woke up this morning. Do you remember the very first moment of your wakefulness after getting you got up this morning?

· When you first wake up, what do you carry in your heart? Worry? Fear? Impatience? Starbucks? 

· What occupies your heart when you first open your eyes?

· You see, we can all choose… tomorrow morning when we first wake up… we can all choose to let our first thought be, "God, I’ll carry you in my heart today." 

For me, the best way to wake up with that attitude has to do with how I spent the last few minutes awake the night before.

· In other words, tonight when your head hits the pillow, spend a minute in the throne room just as you’re getting ready to go to sleep: “God, I love You, and I’m grateful that You were with me all day. Thank You that I’ll be in Your care all night as I sleep. Tomorrow, Lord… I purpose to carry You in my heart.” 

· When you carry God in your heart, you make your heart a throne room for Him.

Let’s go on to the second half of verse 3: "And the glow of an emerald circled His throne like a rainbow." 

· Now, what Old Testament character would John’s readers think of when they heard about a rainbow? 

· They would think of Noah… because a rainbow was God’s promise of security and faithfulness to God’s people. 

· In Genesis He says to Noah, "I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be a sign of the covenant between me and earth." 
· A rainbow was about God’s promise to be a faithful God.

· What a picture… of God’s glory radiating from around His throne… reminding us not only of His power & majesty… but of His faithfulness & love.

You see, we make our heart a throne room for Him when we first choose to carry God in our hearts, but also when we trust in God’s faithfulness in our lives.

· In other words, when you trust God’s faithfulness, your heart becomes a throne room of worship to Him. 

· We could spend the rest of day talking about times that God has been faithful, just one person after another getting up. 

· Have you ever been sick? Who brought you back to health? Have you ever got a job? Who gave you the ability to do it?

· Did you ever make a friend? Did you ever a find a home? Did you ever receive forgiveness from sin? 

We could go on and on with this because of one thing… and that is God’s faithfulness to us. 

· If you really looked, you would discover rainbows all over your life… expressions, symbols of God’s faithfulness to you.

· Some of you are going through some very challenging times right now… but no matter what is happening around us…
· there isn’t a single person here this afternoon who doesn’t have something to be thankful for.
When you get impatient or disappointed with God, look back through your life… and you’ll see these rainbows here and there reminding you "God is faithful. Maybe a storm is coming, but God is faithful…

· Maybe the rain has been falling for a while in your life, but God is faithful… you can trust him…” 

· And when we trust him like Noah did… then we acknowledge that He is on the throne of our lives.

Let’s go on, verse four: “Twenty-four thrones surrounded him, and twenty-four elders sat on them. They were all clothed in white and had gold crowns on their heads.” 

So, who are these 24 elders? We looked at this two summers ago when we did our series on Revelation.
· But… the truth is that there are a number of interpretations regarding this. 
· Some commentators see an illusion to the 24 divisions of priests that King David set up in the Old Testament. 
· Others believe they represent divisions of angelic beings. 
· Honestly, I don’t think we can be particularly dogmatic about these things… though let me share with you what makes most sense to me…
In the 21st chapter of Revelation John begins sharing about the eternal city, about the eternal community of God. 

· And, in verses 12-14, he describes its’ high city walls with twelve gates… and that on each gate was written the name of one of the 12 tribes of Israel.

· But he also says that these city walls had twelve foundations… and on each of these 12 foundations was written the names of the 12 apostles.

· And so, it may be that this number, 24, speaks metaphorically of the people of God throughout the Old and New Testament… referring to the people of Israel (12 tribes)… and the Church (12 apostles).

· Until we get there ourselves… representing us before the throne of God are these 24 elders… who “were all clothed in white and had gold crowns on their heads.”
Then, in verse five, we read… "From the throne came flashes of lightening and the rumble of thunder." 

· The lightning and thunder coming from the throne speak of God’s awesome power & majesty!  

· They remind John’s readers of Mount Sinai (Ex. 19:16) when the people trembled before God’s power as the mountain smoked and rumbled.

· But not only that, they’re reminded that the power that set Israel free from Egypt will one day set them free from their bondage under Roman occupation.

· They’re reminded just how Big our God really is… that they can trust their lives… their challenges into His hands… because He is so powerful.

"And in front of the throne were seven torches with burning flames.  This is the sevenfold Spirit of God.” 
· Both the NIV and NASB translate the “sevenfold Spirit of God” as the “Seven spirits of God” (NIV/NASB).
· Either way, we saw in our Revelation series just how often the number seven is used by John as an expression of completeness. 

· And so, by speaking of the sevenfold Spirit of God or the Seven spirits of God, John is referring to the utter completeness and sufficiency and power of the Holy Spirit.

"Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal." You know what the glass sea represents? I don’t know either. But it’s pretty impressive, isn’t it? 

· In Exodus 24:10, we’re told that as Moses looked toward God on Mt. Sinai, “Under his feet was something like a pavement made of sapphire, clear as the sky itself.”
· And so, in this context, this “sea of glass” would not only add to what’s already been said regarding the splendor of this throne-room scene…

· But the idea of this vast, crystal sea also speaks of the majestic transcendence of God.

· I mean, what a scene!  This incredible throne room of God is unveiled to John… 

Without the words to express what he’s saying, he begins telling the story of this glorious Holy God sitting on the throne brilliant as gemstones with an emerald glow circling around Him like a rainbow.

· From His throne are coming flashes of lightning and rumbles of thunder... and in front of Him were seven torches with burning flames representing the awesome presence of the Holy Spirit.

· Also in front of this is a sea of glass radiating like the sun shining through crystal… echoing the reality of His glory and power.

And what John is saying to our brothers and sisters living in those seven cities of Asia Minor… what He’s saying to you and I… is that…

· That no matter what your circumstances look like here on earth… one day you will not only be peering into this glorious scene for yourself… 

· but you’ll be in the scene… resting forever in the Father’s embrace.

· And yet, in the meantime, we’re to make a place… we’re to make a throne room in our hearts… to Him.

And we do that when we carry Him in our hearts and trust in His faithfulness… But also when we acknowledge His power & presence… and say, 

· "If God is able to rule nature, to calm storms, able to raise up kings, and able to transform human hearts... then I can trust Him for whatever I’m facing in my life right now." 

· So the question here is: To whom do you attribute power? Before whom do you tremble?

How many of you ever have anxieties related to your work? Anybody here? I have an exercise for you. 

· The next time your boss is away, sneak into his or her office, take a good look at their chair… and see if there’s any lightening or thunder coming out of it. 

· If there isn’t, stop being afraid because there is only one chair like that in all the universe, and there is only One who occupies it. And…

· He is the One who holds all power in his hand, and if he is your friend, He says you have nothing to fear. 

· Ok… so let’s keep going. In the second half of verse six, 

“In the center and around the throne were four living beings, each covered with eyes, front and back. 7The first of these living beings was like a lion; the second was like an ox; the third had a human face; and the fourth was like an eagle in flight. 8Each of these living beings had six wings, and their wings were covered all over with eyes, inside and out.” 

Everybody clear on the living beings… or “creatures,” as some of your Bibles translate them? Good… so let’s move on.  Kidding! 

· Again… there are a lot of ideas about who these characters are. 

· Personally, I think they take on two meanings… one that’s literal and another that’s metaphorical.  

· One the literal side, the four living creatures represented here are the same four characters spoken of in the first chapter of Ezekiel.  

· We just don’t have the time to read that right now… but if you get a chance this week… go ahead and read it. 

· But, in chapter 10, Ezekiel calls them cherubim, which is plural for cherub… a heavenly being or angel.

· These cherubim had six wings, which speak symbolically to their ability to carry out God’s command with great speed and authority. 

We’re also told that they were “covered with eyes all around, even under their wings.”  

· Sort of a terrifying image when you stop to think about what it would look like, isn’t it?  And yet, we spoke about this before… what these eyes represent.

· I asked you… Where do all mothers have eyes? Yes… In the back of their heads! 

Of course, they don’t actually have eyes in the back of their heads. We just use that expression because it’s a way of saying moms just know what’s going on. 

· In other words, those eyes covering the angels at God’s charge remind us that nothing escapes His notice…  that God is never caught off guard… that there’s nothing being done in secret that He’s not aware of.

· So, the four living beings or creatures here in John’s vision are literal angels...  But I think they also take on a metaphorical meaning as well…

· Reflecting a God who’s always watching out for us… who’s always with us.

You see, there’s a reason why each of the four living creatures takes on another expression of God’s creation… 

· There’s the nobility of the lion, the strength of the ox, the wisdom of humanity, and the grace of the eagle… all worshipping together.

· In other words, just like the 24 elders represent humanity in its totality, the four living creatures metaphorically represent the rest of God’s creation in its totality. 

· And so, the picture we’re being given here shows not only humanity and the angelic hosts worshipping God… but all of creation as well.  

· It shows this majestic, holy God as the center of all things… both in heaven and on earth.

But then, in verse 8, we read how “Day after day and night after night they keep on saying, ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty… The One who always was, who is, and who is still to come.’” 
· On top of everything we’ve seen already unveiled here in Revelation 4, we’re now given a sense of what it means to stand before an eternal God… 

· the One who was, is, and is to come… a God who is completely holy.  

· I want to encourage you to hit the pause button of life sometime this week… and really stop to consider what this means for you personally… to worship an eternal God. 

You see, we make our heart a throne room not just when we carry God in our heart, or when we trust in His faithfulness and find our rest in His presence and power…

· But also when we worship Him as our Almighty God who has no beginning or end.

· This is hard for us to do, because to worship God through our everyday lives… requires that we make our lives a throne room regardless of our circumstances… 

· When things are going well, and when things are going bad. 

So let me ask you a question here: Do things have to be going well in your life for you to worship… 

· Do you choose to worship Him even when things aren’t going well… or do you pull away?

· There’s one other aspect of this worship that I’d like for you to see. Look down to verse nine… 

“Whenever the living beings give glory and honor and thanks to the one sitting on the throne (the one who lives forever and ever), 10the twenty-four elders fall down and worship the one sitting on the throne (the one who lives forever and ever). And they lay their crowns before the throne and say, 11’You are worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and honor and power. For you created all things, and they exist because you created what you pleased." 
The living creatures worship and in response, the elders fall down in worship as they cast their crowns before His throne.

· Beyond their worship of God, does it hit you here how God has the 24 elders, representing the People of God, sitting on thrones in the first place?

· I mean, He is the Lord of lord, the King of kings… we would be grateful to be considered His slaves.

· And yet, God has them… he has us… sitting around Him on thrones.  

· You see, God has a throne, and yet, He wants us to have a throne. 

· God wears a crown, and yet He gives us crowns to wear.  In other words, as the crown jewel of His creation, God loves to exalt... us!

· Zephaniah 3:17 says that, “He exalts over us with shouts of joy.”
Do you see the heart of God in the throne room? He gives them crowns… and as an expression of their worship, they lay those crowns at His feet.

· You see, we make our hearts a throne room when we lay our crowns before Jesus. 

· And for us, in this life to cast our crowns before Jesus means that we give up the right to have things our own way… 

· as we choose to love and bless both God and His community. 

So, God places the elders on their thrones, and they get off their thrones and fall at his feet. 

· God gives them glorious crowns, and they take their crowns off and cast them before his feet. 

· Do you see the rhythm of this? God delights in honoring people, in honoring his creatures, and their joy is to honor and lift up God. 

· This is our endless dance of submission & goodness, of humbling & exultation.

· It’s the kind of rhythm to life I think we all need to grow in… a life of being loved and loving, of receiving mercy and expressing thanks…
· Of receiving crowns & laying those crowns at His feet… being given a throne and yet stepping off of it to worship.
Who would do such a thing? Who would have a throne and voluntarily leave it? Who would wear a crown and freely throw it away? 

· Who would humble himself like that? Does it remind you of anyone? 

· You see, the One they’re worshipping on that throne is the One who left his throne for a Cross… who gave up his crown for a crown of thorns. 

· It’s the goodness & love of God… that when we have eyes to see… causes anyone who sees it to fall at his feet out of sheer delight and humility at who this God is.

· What else could we say but, "You are worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and honor and power.”
· "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty—   the One who always was, who is, and who is still to come."  
Will you choose to…

1. Carry Him with you throughout each and every day?

2. Trust in God’s faithfulness for your life… for both the present & the future?

3. Find rest in His Presence and Power?

4. Worship Him as our Almighty, Eternal God?

5. Lay your crowns before the Lamb of God?

