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The Long Wait
March 25th, 2007

Anybody here a good waiter?  Now, I’m not asking if you like waiting on tables… I mean… does anyone here like to wait? I don’t know about you, but waiting is something I am not always good at!

· Just a week and a half ago my flight back from California was not only delayed 21 hours… but routed me into LaGuardia instead of Newark. 

· Now granted… the fact that I was delayed in Palm Springs did make life a little easier… but honestly… I really did just want to get home.

· But even then… because the bathroom on the plane got stopped up, we were forced to wait an hour till the airline got it fixed.  

· Well… that one-hour wait meant that I would definitely miss my connecting flight in Dallas… so I knew I’d have to wait there a lot longer than I planned.

· But, thankfully, because that flight was delayed two hours, I was able to get on.  Except the guy who filled the plane with fuel overfilled it and we had to wait an hour for them to clean up the mess.

Honestly, how good are you at waiting? It hurts me just talking about it!  I remember being in a long meeting in Maine… I couldn’t wait to get out of there and get home.  

· The second the meeting ended, I hopped into my car… ready to be home in time to have dinner with Joyce and the girls.

· Well, less than five minutes after getting onto the highway… with no way to turn around… I ended up in bumper-to-bumper traffic.  

· For four hours I just sat there… I don’t think I moved even ten feet.  

Just yesterday I went to Staples to get something printed but their copier was down, so I drove another 15 minutes to Kinkos.  

· Well… they couldn’t print on the kind of card stock I was using.  So I drove 25 minutes to another Staples.

· When I got there, there was a long line at the printing desk… so I figured I would walk around a bit till the line when down.  

· When I returned… it was twice as long!  Going to Staples to drop off a print job should have taken 20 minutes.  It took me nearly two hours!  

· Am I a good waiter? I don’t think so! So, how are you at waiting?

Don’t you love waiting at a stoplight behind an accelerator-challenged driver when the light turns green?  

· Don’t you just love being handed that ticket at Motor Vehicles that says 598 when the number on the display shows 342?  

· David once asked God in Psalm 139, “Where can I go from Your Spirit?  Where can I flee from Your presence?”  I don’t know if he ever listened to God for an answer… but if he did, I’m sure he would have heard the words, “At the DMV!” 

Have you ever been at a tollbooth... where the driver of the car in front of you was having an extended conversation with the tollbooth operator... while the car you passed 20 minutes ago just passed by in the next lane? 

· Have you ever just had a nice long wait at the doctor’s office... with nothing to do but fume over the fact that she’s booked 15 people for the same time slot?

· Have you ever been in a rush at the bank... but instead of zipping in and out, you’re just waiting for the teller to finish counting the 6000 pennies the guy in front of you came to deposit? 

As frustrating as it may be, we somehow manage to put up with these kinds of waiting. But, of course, there are other, more serious and painful kinds of waiting. 

· There’s the waiting of a person suffering from depression who has to struggle every day to get out of bed because of the absence of hope in their life.  

· There’s the waiting of someone who longs to have work that’s meaningful and significant... the kind of work that seems to matter.

· There’s the waiting of a single person to see if God has marriage in store for them… 
· Or the kind of waiting you may experience in ministry… waiting for God to move powerfully… to bless the work you’ve invested so much into.
· There’s the waiting of a parent… waiting for God to bring their son or daughter back into fellowship with Him.
Truth is, even in the Bible, we see “waiting” as an inevitable reality for all of us. 
· In Genesis we read how God comes to Abraham, at 75 years of age, and says, “Abraham, you’re going to become a father. You’re going to be the father of a great nation.” But it won’t happen today, it won’t happen tomorrow. 
· In fact, do you know how long it was before that promise came true? Twenty-four years! 
· Think about being 75 years old and being told that instead of heading to the retirement home, you’re about to head for the maternity ward.  
Then came the great promise that the Messiah, the Savior, would come. All God’s people had to do was to wait! 
· We read in Luke 2:25... “Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. It had been revealed to Simeon by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 
· Simeon had to wait for God’s promises to be fulfilled.
· In Acts 1, Jesus told his disciples not to leave Jerusalem… but to wait.  So they did. They waited in the upper room in agony over their betrayal of Jesus. 
· But that didn’t mean the time of waiting was over for us as God’s people. 
· Paul writes in Romans 8:23, “We ourselves who have the first fruits of the Spirit groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies…”

Now the obvious question is WHY? Why does God make us wait? If he can do anything and if he’s all loving, why doesn’t he bring us relief and answers now? 
· I certainly don’t understand all of this, but I know this... that what God does in us while we wait is as important as what it is we’re waiting for. 
· It may be hard for us to understand, but there is important growth that can only happen to us through these painful seasons of waiting.
In Romans 5:3, Paul says while we’re waiting for God to set everything right, we suffer…
· But that suffering produces perseverance, and perseverance produces character, and character produces hope. You see, God is birthing these qualities in us while we wait. 
· What that means is that biblically, waiting is not just something we have to do until we get what we want. 
· *Instead, waiting is part of the process of becoming what God created us to be.
In the time that remains this morning, I want to talk about what it means to wait on the Lord. But first I want to share a word about what biblical waiting is not.
· Biblical waiting is not a passive waiting around for something or someone to come along that will allow you to escape from your trouble. 
· People sometimes say “I’m just waiting on the Lord” as an excuse not to face up to reality, or take appropriate action, or own up to their responsibility. 
· That is not what waiting on the Lord is.
· I’ve heard people with horrible financial habits—impulsive spending or refusal to save money— get into a huge financial mess and say, “We’re waiting on the Lord to provide.” That’s not biblical waiting. 
Biblical waiting is not passive… instead; it’s a confident, expectant, active, sometimes painful clinging to God. 
· Waiting on the Lord is the continual, daily decision to say, “God, I will trust you and follow you even though the circumstances of my life are not turning out the way I want them to.  Even if they never turn out the way I want them to, I’m betting everything on you, God… there is no Plan B.” That’s waiting on the Lord.
· So, how do we do it?  How can we make it through difficult seasons of waiting that will allow us, in spite of the circumstances, to continue to grow in our relationship with God and to continue to experience His peace and even joy in our lives?  
· I think there are three core things that need to be in place when we find ourselves needing to wait on the Lord… the first thing is this... 
1. Waiting on the Lord requires a patient, trusting heart.
Let me ask you this question... during those times of waiting... and I know that for some of you this season of your life has been all about waiting... as you watch the calendar slowly drag by, are you able to trust that God’s timing is better than ours?  

· I know that can sound trite… but are you able to trust that God remains in control and really does know what He’s doing…

· That God has good reasons for having you to wait even if you have no idea what those reasons might be?

You know, we want intimacy with Him, but sometimes we don’t want the kind of work He needs to do in our lives to create that deeper intimacy.  

· We want God’s resources, and yet we don’t always want his timing. 

· So let me just say… that if you are having a hard trusting God right now… then don’t allow that to sow seeds of frustration and further doubt.  

· Go to Him… tell Him how you feel… but make sure you’re listening to Him for an answer.

Sometimes, in the midst of the waiting, we forget or doubt that He really is at work in us... and we can so easily loose sight of the fact that what He’s wanting to do in us through the waiting is as important as what it is we’re waiting for. 

· You see, waiting means we trust that God knows what He’s doing. That’s why David writes in Psalm 31:14-15, “I trust in You, O Lord... You are my God.  My times are in Your hands.”
· Maybe you’re single and you feel a legitimate longing for intimacy. 
· Waiting is so hard and maybe there’s a relationship at your fingertips that promises to take that loneliness away... but you know that it’s not God’s best for you.  
· And yet, you’re tempted to think, “But God, I’ve been waiting long enough. I’m going to reach out for whatever satisfaction I can get right now and worry about the consequences later.”
· Maybe the situation you’re in right now has you exhausted... whether your struggle is at home, at work, or at school... 
· Whether it’s with a spouse or family member or a pregnancy you want so badly... or some kind of financial breakthrough…
· Whatever it is… you’re just so tired of waiting for God to answer the cry in your heart. 
So I’m asking you, if that’s where you’re at... will you wait on the Lord? Will you courageously say, “OK, God. I will take you at your word. I will not get hooked up with a relationship that I know would dishonor you and bring damage to the souls of those involved.” 
· Or, “God… even though I have no idea what tomorrow holds and even though I sometimes feel like nobody in the world understands how painful this is, I’ll trust you. I’m not going to panic; I’m not going to accept less than your best… I will wait.”

· Will you do that? Maybe you’ve had a dream about certain things that you’d love to accomplish, a mark you’d like to make in the world, 
Maybe there’s a dream you’ve had relating to your work or your ministry… that’s just not being realized right now in your life.
· You have no idea why... you just know it hurts. And you are tempted to try to force things to happen, to use people or manipulate circumstances. 
· Maybe you’re tempted to give up ever trying to realize the dreams and potential God has given you.
· If that’s you… don’t try to force it… and don’t quit… wait patiently on God.  Know that God reserves the best for those who wait on Him.
Not long before his death, Henri Nouwen wrote a book called Sabbatical Journeys where he writes about some friends of his who were trapeze artists. They were called The Flying Roudellas.
· I’ve shared this with you before… but out of his curiosity regarding the art of trapeze, they explained to him one day about the very unique relationship that exists between the flyer (the one that lets go) and the catcher on the trapeze. 
· As you might imagine, this relationship is important—especially to the flyer, whose life is literally in the catcher’s hands.
Obviously, when the flyer is swinging high above the crowd on the trapeze, the moment comes when he or she has to let go. 
· But once he arcs out into the air, his job is to remain as still as possible and to wait for the strong hands of the catcher to pluck him from the air. 
· This trapeze artist told Nouwen, “The flyer must never try to catch the catcher.” 
· The flyer must wait in absolute trust. The catcher will catch him. But he must wait.
Some of you are experiencing a vulnerable moment in your life right now. You have let go of what it is God has called you to let go of, but you can’t feel God’s hand catching you yet. And you begin to panic. 
· If that’s you, will you choose to wait patiently for the Lord to catch you? You see, waiting requires patient trust. 

· In Ps 27:14, David says, “Wait patiently for the LORD. Be brave and courageous. Yes, wait patiently for the LORD.”  He will catch you. 

· The second thing waiting requires is... 

2. Waiting on the Lord requires confident humility.

While waiting is something that everyone will face... only with humility can we do it with grace.  That may sound a little odd... but waiting on the Lord is, by its nature, the humble recognition of our limits.
· In other words, to wait for something is to recognize I am not in control. I’m not calling the shots; the timing is not up to me. 
· I’m in the air... and, if you don’t catch me, I’m finished.
· Waiting reminds me I’m not in charge... that as much as I’d like to be in control… to keep my hands on the steering wheel of my life… 
· The reality is that it’s God who holds all things together… and that He’s simply calling me to put my trust in Him.
Solomon wrote in Proverbs 3 to “Trust in the Lord with all of your heart… and not lean on your own understanding… but in all your ways acknowledge Him and He will guide your steps.”
· We all know that there are seasons of our lives where God is calling us to let go of the ropes… without feeling His hands immediately grabbing hold of ours.
· But you see, confident humility reminds us of who we are up against the backdrop of who He is.  It allows us to trust Him without looking for the safety net.  
· “God… I don’t understand what’s going on right now in my life… but I’m not going to lean on anything other than you.”
In Rom 12:1, Paul wrote: “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of worship.”
· Because of who God is... “In view of His mercy”... as an act of worship, we can trust Him!  

· In Lamentations 3:20-26, Jeremiah wrote, “Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself, The LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for him. The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD.” 
· Because of who God is... because of His great love... as an act of worship, we can wait quietly for Him… we can trust Him!  

· But, again, this requires humility… recognizing that He is God… and we’re not!

As an aside, I should say that there are a few essential activities we need to be engaged in when waiting on the Lord. *First... we need to be in His Word.  I’m telling you… you will find renewed hope when you settle in that quiet place and interact with the Father through His Word.

· In Romans 15:4, Paul wrote, “For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”

· It’s in His Word that we discover His essential character… His love, His goodness, His nearness.  And it’s these things that serve as our anchors thru seasons of waiting.
· Remember what Paul says in Romans 5:5, that “There is a hope that does not disappoint.”
· That even through our times of waiting, Jesus in your life is the “hope of glory” who will never abandon you. 

· Ps 33:20-22 says, “We wait in hope for the LORD; He is our help and our shield. In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in His holy name.” 

But let me just add one thing to this encouragement to be in His Word… that when you’re reading… read with Jesus.  Interact not only with the words you are reading but with Jesus who is right there with you.

· I’ve been reading through the Gospel of Matthew recently.  And so, yesterday, when I was reading Jesus’ words to the disciples about praying with the faith of a mustard seed, I just put down the Bible and started talking to Him.

· “Jesus… that’s a huge promise you’ve made here… that with faith I can say to this mountain, ‘Get up and move’ and You’re saying it will move?’” 

· So I took him at His word and prayed some pretty big prayers for this church.

· In other words, part of reading His Word has to do with listening to His voice as you interact with Him as well as the text.

And then… along with being in His Word... in spite of how difficult it can be as we walk through those seasons of waiting, we need to take the time to pray... to both share our hearts with Him and to listen to His heart for us. 
· You know waiting has taken on so many different forms in my life… though I know that whenever I’ve kept myself in dialogue with Him… and I haven’t always through these seasons of waiting… 
· But whenever I’ve kept myself in dialogue with Him… He’s always given me enough encouragement to hold onto.
· Maybe as you pray and take time to listen… you’ll simply hear Him remind you of His love for you… 
· Perhaps He’ll remind you that He is still so present in your life… that He knows what’s going on and that He’s on the case.
Perhaps He’ll let you know that as much as you may be waiting on Him… the reality is that its been Him who’s been waiting for you.
· Maybe, in your discouragement, you’ve sort of gotten off track with Him.  

· Maybe you’ve gotten so tired of waiting for God to do something in one area of your life… that, to some degree, you’ve chosen to put your whole spiritual life on hold.

· Instead of staying in the game… serving, loving, encouraging… you just decide to climb into the bleachers waiting for God to act.

· It’s why I said earlier that biblical waiting is never a passive thing… we’re not to step out of the game and into the bleachers.  

So, if you’ve been in a season of waiting… and if, in any way, you’ve found yourself checking out… 

· If you’ve been pulling away from community, if you’ve started to disengage in terms of reach out to others… 

· Will chose this morning to stay in the game… continuing to be and do everything that God has called you to be and do?

· Waiting does not imply putting the rest of your life on hold.  Stay in the game.  Continue interacting with Him through His Word and through Prayer.

· The third thing waiting requires is... 

3. Waiting on the Lord requires inextinguishable hope.
Waiting on the Lord requires inextinguishable hope... not the kind of “hope” that can be confused with wishful thinking or the kind of optimism that simply “hopes” something will turn out the way we want it to.

· Hope is more than that.  Ultimately, hope is the conviction that, because God has invaded this world in the person of Jesus Christ, somehow the best is yet to come.
· In fact, the NT word for hope means “confident expectation”.
· Hope is standing in front of a 9’6” giant who just happens to want to kill you… and whose sword alone is bigger and heavier than you are… and yet, you’re still be able to say, as David did, “if God is for us, who can be against us?”
It is this hope more than anything else that enables individuals, and marriages, and families, and churches to grow and remain healthy even through seasons of waiting.

· Is this easy? Is it easy to maintain a sense of hope while waiting for the Lord like this?  No.  Waiting will always be the hardest work of hope.

· But when hope is lost, a person, a family, a church, a company… begins to die. 

· It’s as if some kind of spiritual fire goes out inside a person’s heart, and from that day on you’re just marking time.


Folks... we already know that we will always be left frustrated if we need to have every piece in the puzzle fitting together in our lives.  

· We’ll never fully understand this side of eternity all the reasons God has for allowing us to wait as He does at times. 

· It is only when history has run its course will we be able to look back and see that He has indeed worked “in all things for our good.” 
So, to grow through these times we need to develop a patient trust in God... knowing that He really is directing our paths... 
· Knowing that even through the most difficult times... that “He is good and His love endures forever.” 
· Paul says in Romans 15:13, "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit."  
You see even those seasons of waiting, the God of hope really can fill us with joy and peace as we TRUST in Him… as we walk with Him in the power of the Holy Spirit.

· And so, whenever you’re most tempted to worry... whenever your future looks most uncertain... whenever you’re most discouraged… 

· Know that He loves you with an everlasting love and that you can trust Him… 

· And that, in the end, even if he hadn’t given you when you were specifically crying out for... what He did give you was so much better.

Isaiah 40:31 says, “Those who wait on the Lord will gain new strength.  They will mount up with wings like eagles.  They will run and not get tired.  They will walk and not become weary.” 

Again… In Lamentations 3:20-26, Jeremiah wrote, “Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself, The LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for him. The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD.” 
