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The Coming of the Lion King

December 23rd, 2005

Let me start off with a question I asked last week.  How many people have already seen The Lion, Witch, and the Wardrobe in the theaters?  How many have read at least one of the books in Chronicles of Narnia series?

· Already the movie has grossed over $100 million dollars… and sales of the books are up 630% in the UK alone.  In fact, the Chronicles of Narnia boxed set is Amazon.com’s biggest seller right now.

· Now, if you didn’t already know, the seven books that make up the Chronicles of Narnia series were written by Clive Staples Lewis, a brilliant British scholar who served as a professor at both Oxford and Cambridge Universities… becoming one of the most prominent writers and Christian apologist of the 20th century.
· It was actually in the 40s, as WWII was well underway and Europe was edging up toward collapse that CS Lewis raised to fame.  
As the Nazis were rampaging across Europe, Lewis was asked to present a series of four 15-minute radio talks on the BBC relating to the core of the Christian faith.   
· These broadcasts actually formed the foundation of his incredible book, Mere Christianity.  His clarity and insights on that broadcast gave assurance and encouragement to a nation facing the horrors of war. 
· In fact, with the exception of Winston Churchill, Lewis became the most recognized voice in Britain.  
· His popularity soon reached over to the US and was featured on the cover of Time magazine in December of 1947.
With all this in mind, it might seem odd then, that a 50-year old Oxford academic and literary critic… considered by some to be one of the formidable minds of the 20th century, who had the respect of both Christian and secular minds alike… would choose to write children’s books. 
· But that’s what he did.  From 1950 – 1956, to the surprise of those around him, Lewis churned out one volume of his Chronicles of Narnia series after another.
· He certainly didn’t fit the stereotype of a children’s author. He never even had any children… and was rarely exposed to them.  
· In fact, his only connection with children was when, during the war, several children from bombed out homes in London, stayed at his country home just outside of Oxford.  
· In 1939, Lewis wrote a letter to his brother… explaining that although the children were very nice, they were having a difficult time keeping themselves entertained.
· One of the evacuated girls staying at his home became particularly interested in an old wardrobe Lewis had on one of his rooms… and asked Lewis if she could play in it. Needless to say, the wheels of Lewis’ mind began to turn!
Before he died in 1963, Lewis explained what he chose to write Children’s books.  He said,
"I thought I saw how stories of this kind could steal past certain inhibitions which had paralyzed much of my own religion in childhood. Why did one find it so hard to feel as one was told one ought to feel about God or about the sufferings of Christ? I thought the chief reason was that one was told one ought to. An obligation to feel can freeze feelings…  But supposing that by casting all these things into an imaginary world, stripping them of their stained-glass and Sunday-school associations, one could make them for the first time appear in their real potency? Could one not thus steal past those watchful dragons? I thought one could."

Lewis knew that in post-war Europe, if he was going to bypass the cynicism of the day, he would have to tell the story in another way. That’s what we’re going to do tonight… to enter through the Professor’s wardrobe... to look at the story he wanted so passionately to tell.  [Prayer]
The story begins as four children, Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy, are sent to the country estate of an old professor after their home in London had been destroyed by a Nazi bombing raid. 

· While trying desperately to entertain themselves, they stumble into an old wardrobe in one of the rooms while playing hide-and-go-seek.  
· But it’s only after they step into this old wardrobe, that they discovered something truly incredible… the beautiful, enchanted world of Narnia.  
· And yet, while standing by the lamppost just outside the wardrobe into Narnia, they discover that this world of Narnia is not all it seems to be.  
· While beautiful… it is a land held captive… under the spell of the evil white witch.  And because of her power, we learn that it is “always winter… but never Christmas.”  
· So the first thing we learn is that Narnia is a lot like New Jersey…. always so cold!
But joking aside, Paul does describe the world on this side of the wardrobe in Romans 8:19,22 saying that, “Creation waits in eager expectation, in hope that creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay…For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.”
· The Pevensie children quickly discover that the world of Narnia is under a death spell… that even creation itself was suffering let alone its inhabitants.

· In fact, they soon realized this world they first thought was enchanted was much like the world they just came out of… a world of war… full of death, decay, and destruction. 

· Is there any hope? How would Narnia be liberated from the power and bondage of the white witch?

Right away they happen upon a Beaver who tells them that he’s been instructed to lead them to a place called, “The Stone Table” to meet someone named Aslan. 
· According to the book, just hearing his name immediately stirred something in the hearts of the children.  
· In chapter 7, we read that a “very curious thing happened… none of the children knew who Aslan was… but the moment the Beaver had had spoken those words, everyone felt quite different.  At the name of Aslan, each of the children felt something jump inside. Peter felt suddenly brave and adventurous, Susan felt as if some delicious smell has just floated by her… and Lucy got the feeling you have when you wake up in the morning and it is the beginning of the holidays.” 
The children knew that Aslan was no ordinary lion… an intuition Mr. Beaver confirmed.  He told them that Aslan is The Lion… the King… and the Son of the Great Emperor beyond the Sea. 
· While talking to Mrs. Beaver about Aslan, Lucy asks, "Is he a man?" 

· "Aslan a man!" said Mr. Beaver sternly. "Certainly not. I tell you he is the King of wood and the son of the great Emperor-Beyond-the-Sea. Don't you know who is the King of the Beasts? Aslan is a lion -- the Lion, the great Lion."
· "Ooh," said Susan, "I thought he was a man. Is he -- quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous about meeting a lion." 
· "Safe?" said Mr. Beaver, "don't you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you? Who said anything about safe? 'Course he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell you."
· When the children do end up meeting the “Lord over All Narnia”, they utterly adore him.  
· His protects them, rescues them, fights for them, teaches them, weeps for them, plays with them, laughs with them, and even dies for them.  
So who is Aslan?  Is he supposed to represent God?  Maybe you struggle with that because your image of God may be anything but loving and caring.  
· Maybe, for whatever reason, you see Him as highly demanding, strict, judgmental… 
· Providing us nothing but a list of archaic rules only to abandon us to fend for ourselves in a land that is perpetual winter… very cold, very heartless, and very alone.  
· Maybe you blame God for difficulties and tragedies in your life. If God is so good then why did he allow this person to leave me… why did He allow that terrible thing to happen to me when I was a child…? 
· Why doesn’t he help me now when I call out to Him?  
· You may think that God doesn’t care or that He isn’t powerful enough to help if He does in fact care. 
One of the reasons Lewis created Aslan was to correct our image of God and to show us the truth about him.  That He’s not only a King… but that He is good. 

· Remember, he was writing this just a few years after the devastation of WWII… he knew the pain his readers had just endured.

· In fact, Lewis understood this kind of pain in a very personal way.  
· Lewis talks about how he believed in God as a child… but how he turned to atheism after his mother died before his tenth birthday… Resenting God for destroying the happy life he once had.  
· You see, after he turned back to God and became a Christian, he created Aslan in the Lion, Witch, and the Wardrobe to reveal the truth about the God he had, after 20 years of atheism, finally come to understand.
· So what does Aslan reveal about God to the world on this side of the wardrobe?  
They way the book answers that is to invite us into the lives of some of its characters. So, what I’d like to do this evening is to focus in on one of those characters… the one person who drove me crazy through most of the movie… Edmund Pevensie.

· If you’ve read the book or seen the movie, you know that Edmund is instantly dislikable.  If everyone loves Raymond… then everyone is driven mad by Edmund.  
· He resents his older siblings, Peter and Susan… and lacks the innocence and cuteness of Lucy.  It’s probably why he felt so insignificant and left out… and may be why he was such a bully… and would eventually become a traitor.
· When Edmund finds Lucy passing through the wardrobe, he follows in after her and soon finds himself in Narnia.  
· But instead of meeting the benevolent faun (Mr. Tumnus), as Lucy had, he’s greeted by a character far more insidious and alluring…  the white witch, Jadis, who rules over Narnia frozen under her spell
You see Jadis has heard the rumors about Aslan’s return to Narnia.  And so, as she travels through the woods of Narnia in her reindeer driven sled, she’s reminded of an ancient prophesy that foretells of her demise.

· It’s told that her end will come when four human children, two daughters of Eve and two sons of Adam, sit on the throne of Narnia.

· So when the white witch encounters Edmund stumbling through the woods of Narnia, she immediately stops to enquire of this “son of Adam.”

· Looking at Edmund, she asks, “Are there more?”  
To get more information from Edmund, she puts her warm wrap around him, offers him something warm to drink, and then asks him what he would like.  
· He looks at her and asks if she had any Turkish Delight.  We read in Chapter 4 that, “Instantly there appeared a round box tied with green silk ribbon, which when opened turned out to contain several pounds of the best Turkish delight.”
· In fact, the book tells us that she put a spell on the Turkish delight so that anyone who once tasted it would want more and more and, if allowed, they would go on eating till they ate themselves to death. 
· As he gorges himself on Turkish delight, Edmund looses all sense of judgment… and becomes completely taken in by the witch, revealing to her that he has a brother and two sisters.  
This was her chance to kill the four children… and finally stamp out the threat to her kingdom. So, she promises Edmund all the Turkish delight he can eat if he brings his siblings to her castle. 

· In fact… she tempts him further saying, “You know, I have no children of my own… perhaps I will make you king one day.  Imagine being king over your siblings… Imagine Peter serving you!”  
· That thought warmed Edmund as much as the Turkish Delight.  
· And so, consumed by feeding his insatiable appetite… enchanted by the idea of ruling over others, especially his siblings, Edmund makes a pact with the white witch and betrays his family.  
· In his mind, he stumbled into a great deal.  But what he’ll soon realize is that there is a catch.

So as soon as the rest of the children enter Narnia, Edmund tries to steer them toward the witch’s castle… but the very courageous Mr. Beaver intervenes and brings them to his home.  
· But Edmund abandons them and sneaks off to find the witch for himself… still intent on betraying the others… even Aslan… all so he can feed his cravings, which are out of control.
· Whether you’re reading the book or watching the movie, it is hard to like Edmund.  Yet we all tend to be like him on some levels.  
You know the problem first hand.  It is a condition we all share.  As much as we hate to admit it, to one degree or another, we are all like Edmund, so completely vulnerable to our cravings. 
· As Paul describes it in Ephesians 2, “All of us also lived among them at one time gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.” 

· Unlike the first humans that God created, because of sin, we are no longer in control of our desires… 
· Whether it is overeating, overdrinking, overspending, overworking… whether it is a relationship or any kind of addiction… at times we’re apt to sell out what’s most dear to us… 
· Our relationship with family, friends, and even God… to indulge in what it is we are craving.  
· We give into greed, pride, we choose selfishness… and it doesn’t matter how this affects everyone else… I deserve a little pleasure.  
One detail from the book is that whereas the other three children hear Aslan’s name and are filled with joy and anticipation, Edmund has the opposite reaction.  
· It says that “upon hearing the name of Aslan, Edmund felt a sensation of mysterious horror.”  
· Why? Because more than a pest, more than a bully and a traitor… he is a sinner… and so are we.  
· Every single son of Adam and daughter of Eve has, in their life, rejected God and turned to themselves as their authority.  


The Bible says that when Adam and Eve rebelled against God and ate that forbidden fruit, they took down with them the entire human race… 
· And so all subsequent sons of Adam and daughters of Eve inherited this desire to rebel against His authority…  
· To have our cravings satisfied in spite of what might happen.  
· For Edmund it was Turkish Delight.  What is it for you?

· By the way, can you guess what the Turkish word is for “lion”?  Aslan.  
· You see, by waving Turkish delight in front of Edmund, the white witch is offering “another kind” of Aslan. As if to say, “This is “Aslan-Delight”… better than Aslan!”
The Bible does talk about the Lion of Judah... but it also speaks of an imposter lion... a lion who comes to us like the white witch came to Edmund... trying to lure our hearts away from Aslan.  
· Peter writes in 1 Peter 5:8, “Be careful, Watch out for attacks from the Devil, your great enemy.  He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for some victim to devour.”
· Adam and Eve chose the forbidden fruit, Edmund chose the Turkish delight and power.  What is it for you?
You almost feel compassion for him when you realize what Edmund’s sin was about to cost him.  
· When Edmund ate that Turkish delight, he entered into a pact with her so binding and blinding that he severed his obligations to the true King as well as his brother and sisters.  
· He, in effect, sold his soul, which doomed Edmund to the gallows.  
· And as she begins to cut Edmund’s throat, once he is of no use to her, we see the tragic fruit of a life driven by Turkish delight… a life driven by sin.
But thankfully, Edmund is rescued at the last minute by Aslan’s followers… and is brought back to the King’s camp where we see Edmund and the King having this very long and deep talk. 
· And we see something new in Edmund… humanity, remorse… and he actually apologizes to Peter and his sisters for his betrayal. 
· For a moment… everything begins to look better… until the white witch appears… announcing her claim on Edmund… declaring her right to take his life.  
· From chapter 13, “You have a traitor there Aslan”, said the witch.  Of course, everyone present knew that she meant Edmund. “Well”, said Aslan, “his offense was not against you.”  “Have you forgotten the deep magic,” asked the witch?  “Let us say I’ve forgotten it answered Aslan. Tell us about the Deep Magic.” 
· “Tell you”, said the witch, her voice suddenly growing shriller.  “Tell you about what’s written on the very table of stone that stands beside us?  Tell you what’s engraved on the scepter of the Emperor by the Sea, your father?  You at least know the magic, which the Emperor put in Narnia in the very beginning.  You know that every traitor belongs to me as my lawful prey.  And for every treachery, I have the right to kill.”
Of course, Edmund’s siblings protest, but Aslan affirms that the witch, in fact, does have the right to take their brother’s life.  It’s the ancient deep magic from the dawn of time that decrees all rebels in Narnia be turned over to her to forfeit their life.  
· On our side of the wardrobe, our world has a law exactly like Narnia’s deep magic.
· Romans 6:23 declares that the “wages of sin is death.”  Just as in Narnia, the law that governs our world is that all traitors, all sinners, are to be given over to the evil one for destruction. 
· And this immutable law of the universe refers to more than just our physical death.  
· Sinners… those who defy God’s authority, and reject him, are doomed to die a spiritual death… forever being separated from the King.  
Ephesians 2, “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sin… and were by nature objects of wrath.”  
· God is love… but He is also just… and the eternal law of God’s justice, which Lewis calls the “Deep Magic”, demands payment for our treachery… for our sin.  
· The pact we’ve made with evil is not so easily undone.  The “enemy of our souls,” the devil, has a claim on each of our lives.
· Edmund’s siblings and all Aslan’s followers stand up in defiance of Jadis… but she knows her rights.  
· She looks at them and, with a “savage smile” says, “Fools!  Do you really think your master can rob me of my rights by mere force? He knows the Deep Magic better than that.  He knows that unless I have blood… as the law says… all Narnia will be overturned and perish.”  
· “It is very true,” said Aslan, “I do not deny it.”  
In our world, on this side of the wardrobe, it is as if God is caught in a conundrum.  On the one hand He gladly welcomes any lost child no matter what they have done.  He is merciful… and desires their safe return.

· But on the other hand, His perfect justice demands that our treachery be paid for… in Blood.  The enemy has a claim on us… that is what the law says in both Narnia and on earth.  
· Hebrews 9:22 says, “Without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sin.”
This law goes back into the OT when the law established the need for a blood sacrifice to atone for our sins.  
· The only way for treachery to be forgiven… the only way to neutralize its deadly consequences was for a spotless, flawless animal to be sacrificed… to spill its blood as the way to satisfy the eternal requirements of God’s justice. 
· The entire OT sacrificial system was established on this.  And even now… a blood sacrifice needs to be made in order to satisfy the Deep Magic of Narnia.
This is a climactic moment.  Aslan summons the witch to a private conversation and all of the creatures anxiously watch and wait… to see how Edmund’s fate is decided b/t the two rulers.  
· Aslan appears from the tent and says, “I have settled the matter. She has renounced her claim on your brother’s life.”  
· Peter, Susan, and Lucy… along with all of Aslan’s army, begins to celebrate.  Edmund has been spared.
· But how?  How did Aslan arrange this without violating his father, the Emperor’s Deep Magic?  
That night, Susan and Lucy woke up hearing Aslan walking slowly into the woods in the direction of the Stone Table.  When he realizes that Susan and Lucy are following him, he actually welcomes them… asking them hold on to him as they walk.  
· When they asked him what was wrong, he only replied, “I am sad and lonely.”  But as they came closer to the stone table, he told them that he needed to travel alone from there.  
· As Aslan climbed the hill toward the Stone Table, a huge crowd of people gathered around the table… ogers, wolves, bullheaded men, and all kinds of creatures… all those on the witch’s side…  and right in the middle stood the witch.  
· As the great lion approached them even the white witch was struck with fear… but then gave a fierce laugh.  “The Fool has come. Bind him fast.”  
· He could have torn them all to shreds… but he continued up to the Stone Table until they bound him with ropes.  
As they pulled him by the ropes nearer to the Stone Table the witch said, “Stop… let him first be shaved.”  Even when they pulled the rope so tight that they cut into his flesh… he made no noise. They mocked him and beat him… spitting on him.  
· Suddenly a hush came over the crowd… Jadis took her long knife and raised it to the sky in hate. 
· She knelt toward Aslan and said, “And who has won now, fool. Did you think by all of this you would save the human traitor?  Now I will kill you instead of him as our pact was… and so the Deep Magic will be appeased.  But when you are dead, what will keep me from killing him as well? And who will take him out of my hand then?  Understand that you have given me Narnia forever.  You have lost your own life and you have not saved his.  In that knowledge… despair… and die.”

On this side of the wardrobe… in our story… the story of you and me… when the King’s son willingly stepped between the people He loved and the punishment we deserved, He was similarly jeered, tortured, and murdered.  
· As He walked up the hillside… not to the Stone Table… but to Calvary… Jesus willingly gave up His power and sacrificed His body... allowing the forces of evil to shed his blood in our place... 
· Not killed with a stone knife as Jadis killed Aslan… but with nails driven through his hands and feet, hung on a cross.
It was finished... that perfect Lamb of God, born in Bethlehem 2000 years ago, purchased our freedom...  The Deep Magic appeased...  The life of the Emperor’s son in exchange for ours….  The ultimate act of love.  
· Paul writes that “God demonstrates his own love towards us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  
· The Chronicles of Narnia describes this as the Deeper Magic... what we call God’s grace.  
· It should have been us laying there on that Stone Table... God’s holiness and justice demanded it.
· But God loved us so much that He sent His only son into this world, the true Lion King...  to die in our place... and to restore us back into intimacy with Him. Wild, extravagant love.

You see, Christmas isn’t as much about inns with no-vacancy signs as it about the most incredible rescue mission in history... driven by the most extravagant love we could ever know.
· Colossians 1:13 says that “He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves in whom we (now) have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”
· And yet Jesus was more than the perfect, sinless sacrifice who willingly died so we could live.  You see, Jesus didn’t just die… but He took death with him.  

· And for those who put their faith in Him will never know spiritual death.  
· Paul says in 1 Corinthians that, “death has been swallowed up in (His) victory.”  You see, now we can live forever in the Lion’s “den”… like true sons of Adam and daughters of Eve. 

Maybe you’ve done pretty bad things… maybe you hide a shameful past or a sinful struggle. Maybe you don’t feel you deserve it.  
· But what the Deeper Magic teaches us is that where sin increases, grace increases all the more.  
· In other words, where the Magic is Deep, there is Deeper Magic still.  With Jesus’ death, the vilest offender has cause for celebration.
It takes the simple trust of a child… to believe that Jesus has come to you… that He’s come into this world to be your Savior.  
· He’s come to rescue you... and with the shedding of his blood, He has taken down the forces of evil, death, and destruction through the powerful magic of God’s grace… 
· to bring us into His beautiful kingdom to be with Him forever and ever. 

