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The Book of Acts: Part 4

“The Wind and Fire”

February 26, 2006

Let me ask you a question I asked you when we started this series… How do you feel about waiting? Not waiting tables... I mean, just waiting! 

· I shared a few weeks about my experience waiting on line at the supermarket behind a woman with two shopping overflowing shopping carts. 

· That wouldn’t have been all that bad if it weren’t for the cashier who simply could not have moved any slower than he did.  I knew I was in for a long wait.

Doesn’t seem as though we’re always waiting? 

· How about waiting at a stoplight behind an accelerator-challenged driver when the light turns green?  

· What about the joy you experience when you’re handed that ticket at Motor Vehicles that says 598 when the number on the display shows 243?  Honestly, how good are you at waiting?

Have you ever been at a tollbooth... where the driver of the car in front of you was having an extended conversation with the tollbooth operator... while the car you passed 20 minutes ago just passed by in the next lane?

· Have you ever just had a nice long wait at the doctor’s office... with nothing to do but fume over the fact that she’s booked 15 people for the same time slot?

· Have you ever been in a rush at the bank... but instead of zipping in and out, you’re just waiting for the teller to finish counting the 6000 pennies the guy in front of you came to deposit? 
Truth is, none of us make very good waiters. But the reality is that sometimes that's just about all you can do.  Well, that’s how we left those 120 followers of Jesus in Acts 1 three weeks ago-- just waiting. 

· Huddled in an upper room, bewildered, confused, nervous, overwhelmed, feeling incompetent… feeling completely inadequate as they rehearsed in their minds what it was that Jesus had just called them to.

· I can just picture them going over everything Jesus said… especially what He had just told them days before when Jesus told them to "Wait for that power to come upon you, and you're going to be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in Judea and Samaria and all over the world.  You're going to be world changers. You're going to be like history makers.  Just wait!" 

So today, as we open to Acts, chapter 2, we find them still waiting in that second-floor room in Jerusalem.  Ten days have already passed since Jesus ascended to heaven… and ten days since He told them to wait.

· So… they waited.  But, do you think they had any idea what they were waiting for? Do you think they had any clue what God was going to do?  

· Don’t forget, they didn’t have a copy of Acts there to encourage them. They weren't sitting around going, "This is tough… but just wait until chapter two.  Something really cool is going to happen."  

· Believe me, no one was saying, "It has been ten days.  You know what happens on the tenth day." They had no clue. 
I think they were just huddled in this room, locked doors, whispering prayers that kind of sounded like, "Lord, are you there? We are in way over our heads.  We've got a ton of questions, and we have no answers. We don't know what to do; we don’t understand what you're commanding us to do.  It's just way too hard." 
· Anybody else prayed a prayer like that? 

· So they waited—overwhelmed and probably a little afraid… deeply dependent, deeply desperate for a supernatural touch.  

· It must have been so tough for them.  And yet, what a powerful a place to be… on our knees… deeply desperate, deeply dependent on a supernatural touch from God?

So here they are, 120 of them crammed into this small room, while the streets below are jammed with thousands of people.  It's like 5th Avenue on Thanksgiving. 

· There's a festival going on in Jerusalem called Pentecost-- kind of like our Thanksgiving minus the football, shopping and turkey.  

· But it's a time when Jews from all over the world came to Jerusalem to give thanks to God for the new harvest. 

· Then, we’re told in Acts 2:2, that "Suddenly...”  
No Emergency Broadcast System alert telling them that something was about to happen… no super Doppler weather radar-warning thing.  No "I just have a feeling something is about to happen."  

· It says, "Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm in the skies above them.  And it filled the house where they were meeting.  
· Then what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them.  And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability." 

I can hardly imagine how they must have felt.  In fact, the only thing that comes to mind is when you’re moving slowly up that gigantic, rickety old roller coaster… getting more and more anxious… 

· You’re wondering what in the world you’re doing there…it’s horrible, “God help me… God me out of here…” and, all of a sudden, BANG… you’re heading down at a hundred miles an hour!

· The Holy Spirit, whom Jesus had promised to pour out, had just crashed that sad little party… and nothing would ever be the same!

Luke tells us that the Spirit appeared like flames of fire.  Throughout the OT, whether it was the burning bush for Moses or the pillar of fire that guided the Israelites through the wilderness, fire represented God’s manifest presence.

· When talking about Jesus, John the Baptist said in Luke 3:16, "Right now I baptize with water, but there is One who is going to show up.  He's going to baptize with the Holy Spirit and with" what? "Fire." 

· The very presence of God… but not just a visitation from God… but an inhabitation of God through the Holy Spirit in our lives… 

· Changed that small band of discouraged, deflated, locked-in-an-upper-room group of believers… 

· Igniting with joy and courage and peace and new life like they never experienced before.

But, Luke also tells us that the Spirit came like a mighty wind.  Throughout the Bible, that word for wind, which happens to be the same word the Bible uses for Spirit, represents the power of God.

· In Ezekiel, for example, it was the powerful wind of the Holy Spirit that gave that valley of dry bones new life. 
· Paul, whom Luke often traveled with, writes in Colossians 1:13-14, “For He has rescued us from the one who rules in the Kingdom of Darkness and has brought us into the Kingdom of His dear Son. God has purchased our freedom with His blood and has forgiven all our sins.”

And yet, it meant everything to Luke that we understand that God had not only saved us… but that His power had broken in that day so that those whom He has rescued can now become the rescuers… 

· That unique Community of the Kingdom, on whom He has poured out His Spirit.

· So, what we’re seeing poured out here at Pentecost was both the Presence and Power of God.

Back in the Great Depression, there was a man named Ira Yates from Texas who own a bit of land… and a lot of debt.

· In fact, because he couldn’t even pay the interest on his mortgage, he was likely to loose everything he had.

· With almost no money for food and clothing for his family, his family (like many others) had to live on government subsidy.

· Day after day his situation got worse… until some people from an oil company came to visit him one day.  They suspected that there might be some oil on his land and asked permission to drill a single well on his land, which he agreed to.

At 1,115 feet they struck a huge oil reserve.  The first well came in at 80,000 barrels a day.  Many subsequent wells were more than twice as large.

· In fact, 30 years after the discovery, a government test on just one of the wells showed it still had a potential flow of 125,000 barrels of oil a day.

· And, Ira Yates owned it all!  This man, living on government subsidies, was a multimillionaire… a multimillionaire living in poverty.

· In Ephesians 1:19-20, Paul wrote, "I pray that you'll begin to understand the incredible greatness of his power for us who believe him. This is the same power that raised Christ from the dead and seated him at the place of honor, at God's right hand in the heavenly realms." 
You see, without understanding “the greatness of his power for us who believe in Him,” we’ll find ourselves living a lot like Ira Yates… having all those riches, but living in poverty.

· Look at what Paul is saying here… The same power that raised Jesus from the dead is where? In you! 

· The power to forgive when you don't feel like it… The power to walk away from temptation…  The power and authority to pray for the sick… the Power to love unconditionally. 

· The Power to stare fear and adversity in the face and walk ahead with courage. The same power that raised Jesus Christ from the dead is in you!

Interestingly, when the subject of the Spirit’s power comes up, it’s not uncommon to see some bewildered looks!  It was true on Pentecost… and it’s true today.

· Listen, we all have an idea of what power looks like in other realms of our lives.

· We know about political power, for example.  Look at the power of the presidency…

· Power to influence not only our nation, but also the entire world… power to approve budgets, choose Supreme Court Justices… power to send troops into battle or bring troops home. 

· Look at the power of Condoleeza Rice as she steers the country through two wars as Secretary of State… as she travels the world, speaking on behalf of the president and our nation.

We certainly know what military power is.  Just look at the staggering technology we have… from drone planes that can tell you the brand of sneaker you’re wearing from 10,000 feet… that can detect movement through walls…

· From the Packbots they’re using in Iraq… small robots able to clear caves and buildings, sending visual information to ground troops and planes…

· To the new smart bombs that have even more accuracy from greater distances.

We know about economic power as well. We know how our national economy has the power to determine the standard of living not only of our lives but the lives of people living in villages on the other side of the world! 

· Think of the power of the Federal Reserve Chairman… Back in the 80s, Paul Volker decided to move the country into a recession in order to curb the rampant inflation at the time. 

· Alan Greenspan did the same five years ago… and hardly a pocketbook or wallet in America didn’t feel its effects.

We know about nature’s power... unleashing 27 major storms and hurricanes in the US this past year alone, including hurricanes Katrina and Rita… completely destroying cities and towns.

· Over the past few years the world has seen the devastating power of tsunamis, mudslides, forest fires, and earthquakes.

· But, when it comes to understanding Spiritual Power, those familiar looks you get, talking about military, political, or economic power start getting a bit clouded. 

In Acts 2, after Peter and the other disciples were filled with the Spirit at Pentecost, debate and confusion arose as a result of the Spirit’s power released there in Jerusalem.

· It’s funny because even today, when the Spirit moves in power, there are always those who want to debate the authenticity of what they’re seeing.  

· That was certainly true concerning the Toronto Blessing.

· In fact, as the disciples were ministering in the Spirit’s power, they were so taken by His presence that they appeared to some as being drunk.

In response, Peter says to them, in Acts 2:15, “These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning!”

· So, he basically says, “No… we’re not drunk… the bars aren’t even open yet… its only 9am!  What you’re seeing here is what Joel prophesied centuries ago…”
· Then Peter goes on in verse 33 saying, “Now He (Jesus) sits on the throne of highest honor in heaven, at God’s right hand.  And the Father, as He had promised, gave Him the Holy Spirit to pour out upon us, just as you see and hear today.”
Even within the church, people disagree over the issue of the Spirit’s power in the life of believers.

· Some people say that this life-changing power was given solely to the first generation church… to substantiate the ministry of Jesus and the disciples as they laid the foundation for the church.

· Others go the opposite direction, saying that there is power today… but that it is for the spiritually elite… those few spiritual superstars who make the front cover of Charisma Magazine, for example.

· And then there’s a third position that says that the power of the Holy Spirit is not only available but also necessary for the entire body of Christ...  

· That nobody is excluded… that all are welcome to experience His power throughout our lives and ministries.

So, when it comes to the power of the Spirit in our lives… we need to ask ourselves a few basic questions?

1. Is the Power of the Spirit Really Available?  Jesus said in Acts 1:8 that when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will receive what?  Power.  

· That God has given us both authority and power… and that He’s called us to walk in that authority and power as we live out our lives each and every day.

· If God’s Word has authority in your life... than know that it speaks of God’s power and presence in your life… and that it calls us to walk in His presence and power.

If you’re struggling with an issue… if you’re dealing with brokenness or deep need or hurt in your life, as we all do to one degree or another, than you need to know if God’s power is available to you in your life today. 

· If you’re reaching out to someone who is broken and needy, you need to know that God’s power is available to you as you minister.

· If your heart is crying out saying, “there has to be more than what I’ve been experiencing, Lord”, then you need to know that God’s power is here for us today.

Two years ago, someone gave me a gas-powered chain saw… they were moving and didn’t need it any more.  I loved it… I felt cool just knowing I had this thing in my garage.  

· Months later I was doing some yard work and realized that I needed to cut some low branches off of two of our trees.  So, I got the saw… and for two hours was busting my shoulders and forearms trying to get the job done.  

· Till… I remembered the chain saw.  I got that thing out… and, amazingly, managed to get it started… and in two minutes, had the other tree done.  

· Do you ever find yourself living out your Christian life with nothing more than a dull saw in your hands?  God wants us to throw down that saw and grab that chain saw… He wants us to walk in the power and authority of the Holy Spirit. 

2.  The second thing we need to ask ourselves is, “What do we do next?  How do we experience this for ourselves?”  Let me just share a few things with you…

a. Take God at His Word.  Jesus did say that, “you shall receive power when the Spirit comes upon you.”
· Standing on His Word about the Spirit’s power means that you take Him at His Word even when your experience seems to be saying something different.

· Standing on His Word also means that you grow in heightened expectation of that power coming when it doesn’t seem to be there

· Let me tell you something… God meets us at our level of expectation.

But just remember that God’s power isn’t to be carried around like a little treasure but it is a gift to be used to transform us and to bring His love to the nations.

· In this context, Luke is speaking of God’s power being released for the purpose of seeing the Gospel go out from Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the remotest parts of the world.

· Wherever the Spirit is, there is power available.  Not power to do what we want… but power to fulfill His purposes in and through us…
· To pray for the sick, to minister to the broken, to invite people into relationship with Him…

b. We need to be in prayer.   We started this series looking at Acts 1:14, where the disciples were gathered together… waiting for God to move.

· And yet, Acts 1 tells us more than the fact that they waited… but what they did while they were waiting.  

· Several times Luke tells us that “They all met together continually for prayer…” And I imagine that after they betrayed and denied Jesus after he was arrested, they spending some of that prayer time in confession.
· Truth is, guys, sin has a way of getting in the way of what God would love to do in and thru us.

· I’ve heard people ask so many times, “why aren’t we experiencing more of God’s power in our lives?”
There are a number of answers to that question… sometimes it just has to do with God’s sovereignty.

· But at times it does have to do with us.  Sometimes the answer is in the mirror, not through the window.

· Jesus said in Matthew 6:33, “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you.”
Jesus modeled this for us.  Did you know that we read about Jesus going off nine times to a quiet place to pray… to be in the Father’s presence… 

· And each time after that He emerges to preach and demonstrate the Kingdom.

· You see, there’s often a correlation b/t Proximity to the Presence of God… and our experiencing the Power of God.

· In other words, Proximity to the Presence of God often brings the Power of God.  

Do you remember how you were when you first signed up… when you first experienced Jesus as your Savior?  

· Maybe you spent a lot of time reading the Bible, eager to learn, so in love, so expectant, loved to meet with God… loved to talk to others about God… cared for the poor… 

· Let me ask you this… have you gotten away from that?  Has your passion for God and His presence waned somewhat in your life?

· If so, would you ask the Holy Spirit this morning to renew in you a passion for Jesus… and a passion to be in the Father’s presence?

c.  We need to walk in the Holy Spirit.   It is easy to get caught into such a fast-paced lifestyle where you just feel there is no time for God… that you don’t need Him… that you’ve got it all together.  

· After church on Sunday, it’s often… “I’ll see you next Sunday, God.”

· But as we humble ourselves and ask the Father to fill us again with His Spirit, He will come… to transform and empower.

· God’s heart for us once we’ve experienced the Spirit’s power at conversion is to revive, renew, and restore us.

· And that is manifested in our lives as we call out to Him for more and more.  

· “Lord, I want more of You. Refresh me, renew me, empower me, release Your gifts afresh in me…” 

God wants to release His power in our lives through the Holy Spirit.  He wants to unleash power to break addictions, power to form disciplines that will help you grow in your relationship to Him, power to pray for the sick and see them healed.

· God wants to release power in His church so that we can be effective as He calls us to participate in what He’s doing in reaching the world around us with His love.

· He wants to release, through the Spirit, a renewed love for Jesus, a deeper passion for His Word, more joy… more peace.

· Do you believe it?  Do you believe it for yourself?
· In Luke 12:32-33, Jesus says, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.” 

In Acts 1 the disciples were scared to death. In Acts 2 they were courageously Spirit-led.  

· In Acts 1 they saw themselves as a bunch of failures.  In Acts 2 they saw themselves as a bunch of accepted, secure and significant players knocking it out of the park in the power of God.  

· So, let me ask you this morning, are you living in Acts 1 or Acts 2 these days? 
In June of 1995, after years of planning and research costing billions of dollars, the Space Shuttle Discovery was scheduled to launch the first of seven missions, which would rendezvous with the Russian Space Station, Mir.

· The date had been carefully chosen, weather conditions were favorable… but, strange noised were coming from the launch pad.  

· After some investigation, technicians discovered about six-dozen holes in the insulating covering of the main external fuel tank.

· All of the complex planning and high-price preparations were useless as the mission ground to a halt… And why? 

· All because a family of woodpeckers had innocently decided that the Space Shuttle would make a good home!

Guys… we can be an Acts 1 church.  But just like He promised, He has given us His power… and His calling to be history-makers in the world around us.

· Let’s get rid of those “woodpeckers” that get in the way in our lives… and become the Acts 2 church we’ve been called to be.
· With all my heart, I want my life to make ripples in the world around me… and with all my heart, I want our church to generate 30-foot waves throughout this whole area.
· Through the Book of Acts, God is wanting to remind us, as individuals and as a church, of the outrageous possibilities that will come as we walk in His power and presence.

