

7

A New Beginning: 2010
January 3rd, 2010


We focused last week on a passage of Scripture that takes us back to the very foundation of what Christmas is all about.
· From John 3:16 we read, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
· For God so loved the world… that He gave! You see, giving is what love does… Giving is how love expresses itself.
· Giving is the heart of love and therefore, giving is the heart of God.  Giving is what God is into.

And, on that first Christmas, 2000 years ago, God gave to the world His very best gift of all… the gift of Jesus! And with Him, the gift of life.
· And, to help celebrate this ultimate gift of life & redemption, God placed a bright star over that manger… and surrounded it with a sky full of angels.
· Several of these angels came down as messengers to some shepherds and said to them in Luke 2:10, "Don't be afraid, for I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people.”

But what exactly do the angels mean when they talk about this good news being for all people?
· And, what would it take for me, for us, to take that seriously enough to respond to what the angels are saying here? 
· Because, clearly… the language the angels use here is deeply important.  

In fact, that word all is at the heart of one of Jesus' most famous stories. It’s a story you’re no doubt familiar with, though it may have lost its impact over time… 
· So I’d like us to look at this story again, in terms of what it meant to its original listeners, and then, to you and me… 
· Because, at the heart of it, is this good news that Jesus is for all people. So, let me set the story up a bit from Luke 10:25-37.

As Jesus is ministering one day, an expert in the law, a religious leader, comes to Jesus and asks Him, "How do you inherit eternal life?" 
· So, as Jesus often does, He answers one question with another question. So, He asks him, "Well, what does the law say?" 
· And this expert says, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself." 

Jesus says, "Good answer, A+, do that and live." Then the text says, "But the man wished to justify himself." 
· Interesting little phrase. Do any of you ever do that… ever try to justify yourself? Justify what you’ve said or what you’ve done?
· So he asks, "But, Jesus… who is my neighbor? Who is it that God wants me to love like I love myself?” 

Now when the man asks Jesus this question, he’s doing so within the context of a well-known discussion that was going on amongst the rabbis of his time. 
· You see, in the book of Leviticus, where this command comes from, the text says…
· "Do not hate your brother in your heart. Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself."

Now the rabbis looked at that and said, "Well, obviously my brother is my neighbor, because the text here seems to be linking the two together.”
· And so, many Rabbis believed that loving your neighbor was a call to love your brother, which they understood to mean other Israelites. 
· But other Rabbis raised the question… "What about converts… people from the outside who become part of our religion, become part of our faith and our tribe?" 
· Some rabbis said, "Yeah, they count as neighbors," while others completely disagreed.  

And yet, everybody agreed who didn’t count as a neighbor… Gentiles! Gentiles don't count; pagans don't count!
· One of the rabbis said, "If Gentiles be in any danger of death, we're not bound to deliver them. Such a one is not your neighbor." 
· In other words, in Jesus’ day, there was a clear “neighbor category”, and a crystal clear “not-my-neighbor category”.
· So basically, what the “expert in the law” is asking Jesus… comes down to where He stands on the infamous neighbor / not-my-neighbor debate.
“So, Jesus… Who is my neighbor?” And, in response, Jesus goes on to tell him a story… a story that’ll stir up a whole lot of controversy for Him.
· Now, in telling this particular story, Jesus follows a traditional model that embraces what is sometimes called the “rule of three.” 
· With the “rule of three,” you have three main characters. The first guy does something. It could be random. 

The second guy does the same thing. Now you have a pattern. Now you have an expectation that's a setup… “This is how things get done.” 
· But then the third guy comes, and he’s the surprise… he throws the whole story upside down.
· To this day, a lot of jokes follow the three-man rule. A priest, a minister, and a rabbi walked into a bar…
· A blonde, a brunette, and a redhead are having a conversation… 

You see, there’s a lot of those kinds of three-man jokes floating around. So, with that in mind, Jesus goes ahead and tells this story from Luke 10:25-37. 
· "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the road, and when he saw the man he passed by on the other side".
· What Jesus just happened to this man is a scene any of his listeners could easy imagine. It’s taken right from the headlines of their day. 

The 17-mile road from Jerusalem down to Jericho was notoriously dangerous. It winded through in a very narrow valley with hills all around… 
· and was filled with little nooks and crannies, a great place for robbers to hide & ambush travelers. It was a crime-infested road. 
· Go down that road by yourself… and you're asking for trouble. It’s just what happened to the man in Jesus’ story. 
· As he’s walking along by himself, he’s ambushed and left for dead on the ground.

A priest comes by, and the priest is Guy #1 in this story. He’s heading down this road…  probably on the back of a donkey. 
· Remember… this isn’t some eight-lane highway. It’s not Route 80 or Route 287.  
· Just a one-lane, winding road that looked more like an unpaved sidewalk than any kind of road that we could imagine today. 
· So, its not like the guy is on the other side of a wide highway where you could miss him or anything.

Truth is, there’s just no way the priest could have overlooked this man as he traveled down this road.
· In fact, he would’ve had to have his donkey pretty much step over the man to pass by him. And he did, without offering any help at all.
· But… why not help the guy? Well, one possibility is pretty obvious. 
· I mean…there he is on a very dangerous road without any highway patrol. No On-star, no cell phones, no 911 calls. 
· A guy has been beaten up and robbed, and if you stop, what might happen to you? Maybe the same thing. It's kind of a risky deal. 

Another possibility has to do with his being a priest. You see, he serves in a temple. He handles tithes. He leads worship. He offers sacrifices. 
· To do all of those things, you have to be in a state of ritual purity. 
· You have to be "clean." It was something every priest had to really pay attention to.
· Because, being ritually clean not only maintained that open door for you to serve in the temple… but it testified to your devotion to God.

And to do something that would make you ritually “unclean,” would require that you go through a pain-in-the-neck process of becoming ritually pure again.
· And so… what would make you ritually unclean? Well, of the two biggest offenders, one would be coming in contact with a corpse. 
· While the 2nd would be coming in physical contact with a Gentile. 

So, here’s this priest heading down the road.  He sees this guy on the side of the road… and has to wonder, is this guy is a Jew or a Gentile? 
· He can't ask the man, because Jesus says the man is half dead. Now this expression, “half-dead,” is actually a technical term. 
· You see, one of the things that the rabbis did was to actually identify stages of death, 
· and the phrase that Jesus used is a phrase that rabbis would use to describe the last phase before somebody dies.

You see, because this guy is mostly dead, the priest can only assume that he’ll be dead any minute… 
· and if the man dies on the back of his donkey, even if the man was a Jew, then he himself will become ritually impure
· And, of course, what if he wasn’t a Jew? How would he even know the difference? Well, ordinarily, this wouldn’t be a difficult thing.  
· Telling an Israelite apart from a Roman or other Gentile is just a matter of looking at what they were wearing.
· But that's why, Jesus makes the point that the robbers didn't just beat him and rob the man… but that they also stripped him. 

Jesus deliberately tells the story in such a way that the priest can’t possibly know if… is this guy one of “us” or one of “them”, an insider or an outsider? 
· Is he going to defile me or not defile me? There’s no way for the priest to know. He's just a human being in deep need.
· And so, the priest, who considers himself a righteous man… who considers himself to be in a state of religious purity, chooses not to touch him. 
· In fact, he might see his not stopping for the man… not as a violation of his religious purity but as a sign or indication of it. 

So then a Levite comes along as Guy #2 in our story.  And he comes along to make sure we know that this is now the pattern… he sets up the expectation. 
· And so, like the priest, when the Levite sees the man on the side of the road, he too passes him by without any offer of help. 
· Now, remember, the Levites assisted the priests in the temple…. Though they didn’t make the kind of money that priests did…
· and so, unlike the priest, he was probably walking… rather than riding on the back of a donkey. 

So, we have this Levite who’s likely walking back from the Temple in Jerusalem to his home somewhere around Jericho. 
· And now, with this man half-dead on the side of the road, he’s got to be thinking if he should do something or not.
· Without a donkey, he obviously couldn’t have carried the man back all the way back to Jericho for medical care… but, he could’ve done something.

He could have stopped. He could have noticed. He could have said something. He could have prayed. 
· He could have given the man first aid. He could have stopped the bleeding. But… he doesn't. 
· It's the same pattern. He comes, he does, he sees, and then he goes.

Now, up to this point, from the crowd's point of view, it's a pretty good story. It's very realistic. They can all picture it happening. 
· In fact, they’re probably enjoying the story so far because, truth is, they probably like seeing the priest get dissed a bit in the story.
· Remember, Jesus was a rabbi… not a priest. There is a big difference. 
· You see, rabbis were important people back then… and almost always had the respect of the people. 
· They were honored teachers amongst the Israelites. 

The priests, on the other hand, were generally not real popular figures in Israel… because they served in the temple. 
· And, the temple was run by Rome! In fact, Rome had this giant fortress overlooking the temple…
· and you didn't work there unless you were kind of in cahoots with the Roman system. 
· In other words, priests were seen basically as collaborators who often got rich off the temple taxes paid by all Israelites, including the desperately poor. 

So you can imagine how the temple system was widely seen, in that day, for pretty good reasons, as fairly corrupt.
· In fact, there was a rabbi in Jesus' day, who went to the temple and turned over all the tables while running people out of the temple. 
· Does anybody remember who that rabbi was? That was Jesus. You see, the reason Jesus did that… 
· Beyond all the corruption being led by the temple priests… was the fact that the priests were doing all this in the Court of the Gentiles.

The Court of the Gentiles was the outer place within the Temple that God set apart for Gentiles where Gentiles could come and worship.
· It was a place meant to introduce those outside of God’s community to the their Creator God because the Good News was for all people.
· And so, through this incident, you can imagine the tension that existed between Jesus and the priests. 
· In fact, the chief priests ended up being some of Jesus' most ardent enemies.


Truth is, there were a lot of stories making the circuit in that day targeting priests. 
· If you were to pick an occupation today, for example, for which there are a lot of jokes, what would that occupation be? Lawyers! 
· Now often in Israel, there would often be these three character stories, and people knew who the characters were going to be. 
· There would be a priest, and then there would be a Levite, and then there would be a third man…
· the guy that would break the pattern, the guy that would get it right.  

Often this guy would be an ordinary Israelite… someone without a lot of resources and little education… just working from day to day just to get by.
· Back in last year’s presidential election, this person would have been typified by Joe the Plumber. Remember Joe the Plumber?
· So the crowd is looking forward to how this story ends. After talking about the priest who does no good… and then the Levite who does no good…
· They’re now expecting Jesus to start talking about the hero of the story… the average Joe Israelite… who saves the day.

That's what they're waiting for. But then, Jesus drops the bomb. A priest comes by, doesn't do so good, Levite comes by, doesn't do so good, and then along came a… Samaritan. 
· Now when he said “Samaritan” to the crowd, he said a really, really bad word… because the Samaritans were their mortal enemies. 
· In fact, in Jesus’ day, a group of Samaritans had defiled the temple by throwing the rotting bones of human beings into the temple courts. 
· They were despised to such an extent that one of the rabbis put it like this: 

"The Israelite that eats the bread of the Samaritans, that sits at table with a Samaritan or even consumes food that had come from one of the Samaritans, is like him that eats the flesh of the swine." 

For the Israelites, you could not insult God worse than hanging out with or showing any amount of toleration toward a Samaritan.
· In fact, if you go back a chapter to chapter 9 in the Gospel of Luke, we see Jesus’ disciples going into a Samaritan city to prepare the town for Jesus’ visit.
· But, because they wouldn’t welcome Jesus there… when they fail to roll out the red carpet to welcome them…
· James and John turn to Jesus and ask Him, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 

Just say the word, Jesus, and we'll go ahead and Nuke this Samaritan village. So, Jesus turns around and rebukes them. 
· And now, not long after that, the disciples are listening to Jesus tell this story. It's a good story. 
· Everybody is on board, guy gets beaten up, dangerous road, the priest comes by, the Levite comes by, and it's a pretty good story. 
· The disciples are waiting for Jesus to say the priest comes by, Levite comes by, they don't do so good, and then comes the hero… Joe Israel, Joe Six-pack, Joe the Plumber. 

The audience is gonna to love it. And then, Jesus says it… the priest, the Levite… and… "the Samaritan!" 
· You know how, in the political campaigns, sometimes a candidate will say something off the top of his head, stick his foot in his mouth and say something that drops him 20 points in the polls? 
· Well, at least in their minds, that’s exactly what Jesus did.  I mean, what are you thinking, Jesus?! 

Of course, we all know this story by the rather bland title… as not just the story of the Samaritan, but the story of the "Good Samaritan.”
· The expression “Good Samaritan” has worked its way into our lexicon.  But, believe me… it wasn't part of their lexicon. 
· Nobody told a story in Israel about the Good Samaritan. As soon as Jesus mentions the Samaritan, He began crossing every line of decency and good taste. 
· When Jesus said that word, He was offending everybody standing in that crowd. 

I mean, guys, you have to understand the raw courage of Jesus. When He gets to this part of this story, He knows exactly what reaction He’ll get…
· He knows what He’s signing up for… and He does it deliberately. He does it for a reason, and in fact, it gets worse.
· He doesn't just slip the word "Samaritan" in there. Jesus says the priest comes, he sees, does nothing, and he goes. 
· The Levite comes, sees, does nothing, and he goes. The Samaritan now comes, sees… but… doesn’t go. 
· "When he saw him…" Jesus says, "…he took pity on him."

The Samaritan saw the man on the road… not knowing if he was a Gentile or Jew… and had pity on him. It’s a picture into his heart.
· So, what was going on in the heart of the priest? We don't know. We have to guess. 
· What was going on in the heart of the Levite? We don't know. We have to guess. 
· But the Samaritan… he took pity on the man. He went to him. He bandaged his wounds. He poured on oil. He poured on wine.

Do you know what it did to that crowd to hear that a Samaritan was closer to the heart of God than a priest and a Levite? 
· By the way, oil & wine are both items regularly used in the temple as instruments of worship. 
· And yet, the priest didn't know how to use them in a way that would please the heart of God. But somehow… a Samaritan does! 
· In fact, he then put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn, and personally took care of him. 

The next day, he took out two silver coins, gave them to the innkeeper, and said,  "Look after him, and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense that you have had." 
· Jesus is rubbing the crowd's nose in it now. He is piling on verb after verb after verb. 
· He does and he does… seven different actions that the Samaritan takes.

First, he makes up for the Levite. The Levite could have bandaged him, could have given the guy some first aid, but he didn't do it. The Samaritan does. 
· Then, he makes up for the priest. The priest could've put the guy on his own donkey, taken him to an inn, and cared for him. He didn't do that. The Samaritan does. 
· Here’s something else to consider. With all the hatred they had toward Samaritans, how do you think an Israelite village would respond if the people saw a Samaritan ride into town with half-dead Jewish man on his donkey? 
· There would be a mob, and it would get ugly real fast.

The Samaritan comes to that town. He doesn't come at night, which would be nice enough, drop the guy off anonymously at an inn. 
· He comes in publicly for everybody in that village in Israel to see and spends the night taking care of that man in the inn. 
· You see, this Samaritan is risking his life… He’s risking his life for what could be a Jewish man who himself hated Samaritans. 

The man's money had been stolen, a Samaritan doesn't just pick him up, doesn't just put him on a donkey…
· doesn't just take him to an inn, he pays for the guy out of his own pocket because the guy has no money…
· and he promises to return and pay for whatever else is needed by this man. 
· Unbelievable! A Samaritan is doing all this stuff! He comes, and he does and does and does and does!

He makes up for the Levite; makes up for the priest; makes up for them all. Jesus tells this unbelievable story. He ticks everybody off. 
· He then turns to the religious expert and says, "'Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?' and the expert in the law replied, 'The one who had mercy on him.'" 
· Now look at how the expert in the law replied to Jesus. What is the word that he can’t even bring himself to say? Yes… Samaritan! 
· He can't even say it. That one! That guy that showed mercy.

Remember… what was the question that triggered Jesus telling this story in the first place? Yes… “Who is my neighbor?”
· In other words, this whole story is meant to answer the debate over 
· “Who is my neighbor?” 
· And, what does Jesus say? Who is the neighbor? Not just the beaten up guy on the side of the road. 
· Of course, him too. Understand that, take care of him, yeah, him too. Jesus assumes that. Love him… love those who have need. 

But who is the neighbor in this story? The one who showed mercy on him. And, who is that? The Samaritan. The person you hate most in the world… 
· the tribe, the group, the ideology, the political party… the whatever it is that just sets your teeth on edge. Jesus says, “That’s your neighbor!”
· You see, this isn’t some pleasant little story about how it’s good to be good and nice to be nice to people. 
· This wasn’t some made-for-TV movie on the Hallmark channel back in Jesus' day. Not at all.

This is a deliberately scandalous, in your face, unbelievably courageous challenge to a group of people…
· and you need to understand, Jesus paid a big price for His heart. 
· You know, part of the message of Christmas was that when Jesus came, his mom was pregnant with Him before she was married. 
· There are little threads of rumors that circulated about Jesus in often deliberately hurtful ways. 

One of them comes from the gospel of John… John 8:48. A group of people from Israel are talking to Jesus, and they say to Him, 
· "Aren't we right in saying that you are a…" What? "Samaritan?" 
· You, Jesus, are a Samaritan, and, by the way, just to add insult to injury, "… and demon possessed?" 
· The NLT translates it like this. “The people retorted, ‘You Samaritan devil! Didn't we say all along that you were possessed by a demon?’"
· Because that’s how we demonize another person back in Jesus’ day… they were and outsider… a Samaritan.

Truth is, in all that He’s saying here, Jesus is just putting the scalpel in way too deep for comfort… because, like them, I too can easily justify my lack of love. 
· Like them, I can so easily justify my coming and seeing and doing nothing…
· Rather then coming & seeing & doing something for people who’ve been beaten up in life and left by the side of the road…
· Children who starve; Families separated by war; children orphaned by AIDS; 

People like the woman I visited last week for Arms Around Morristown… an older woman taking care of a household of people
· Her house is literally falling apart. Her daughter died of a drug overdose just a few months ago.  I mean… she’s just making it.
· Her house is on Ridgedale Ave.  I’ve probably driven past it dozens of times and simply didn't notice how it was falling apart…
· How there was probably a large family in there just barely making it. Truth is, they were somebody else’ neighbor. 
· And so, it’s somebody else’s job to stop by… and help.

You see, this is Jesus… whom the angels announced would be good news of great joy to all people, not just us sitting in this room. 
· In fact, its to people like us sitting in this room that Jesus calls to be bearers of this Good News… takers of this Good News to the world around us.
· Jesus then finishes this unbelievable, gutsy, in your face, deeply offensive story… and turns to this religious leader and says, "Now, go and do likewise."

Be a part of my movement. Come and do life a whole new way… as we see those around us… and do something to make their life better. 
· You see, we’re being invited as individuals and as a church to be difference makers to the world around us… 
· To those who get beaten up and left by the side of the road.
· There was a classic study of faith and compassion done several decades ago at a graduate school here in NJ. 
· This was a study that involved dozens of students who were put into two different groups that would each gather in one of two buildings.

But before each individual was asked to go to their assigned building, they were first ask to individually give one of two short oral presentations.
· When they were done, they were individually asked to walk to their building.  
· But along the way to those buildings, they needed to pass a man in need. It was all setup… but they didn’t know it. 
· It was a stranger slumped in an alleyway, semi-conscious, giving a little groan. He was obviously in trouble.
· Turns out that a majority of the students did not offer help of any kind.

A majority of the students didn’t even stop to check on the guy, didn't even ask him a question…
· And they were not just students… they were seminary students at Princeton Seminary! They were studying to become pastors! 
· By the way, I mentioned, that they were given one of two topics that they would have to speak on. 
· One group was told, "You have to talk about different jobs that a seminarian might like to take." 
· The other group was asked to speak about a particular Bible passage from Luke. 

Do you wanna guess what passage they were asked to speak from? Yes… the parable of the Good Samaritan. Now here's the shocker…
· People who had just read and reflected on the parable of the Good Samaritan…
· were no more likely to help a hurting guy in an alley than people who were not thinking about the parable of the Good Samaritan.
· You see, it’s not just hearing the story about the Good Samaritan that makes people do it. 

You know what the bottom-line finding of that study was? What was most connected to whether they stopped to help or not was how hurried they were. 
· They found that students in a low-hurry category were 600% more likely to help, to notice, than students in a high-hurry category. 
· In other words, they found that compassion becomes a luxury as the speed of life increases. 

One of the reasons why the issue of hurrying is so important… why it’s so important to slow down… isn't just so that I can have a more pleasant life. 
· You just cannot come and see and do and go as Jesus would if you live in a chronic hurry. You just can't. 
· See, the good news of Christmas is not… good to be good, nice to be nice. 

The good news is Jesus… that God sends Jesus, that Jesus comes into our world, and then He goes through life seeing & doing… serving & healing. 
· He still does that. He dies on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins, He is raised again, and He goes to be with the Father. 
· But, before He leaves, He says, "Now, just as the Father sent me, so I send you." You and you and you!
· Now you be part of the good news team of great joy… but here's the deal… here’s the condition.  It’s got to be Good News to all people. 

Clearly, we live in a different kind of world than they did in Jesus' day… but, if we choose… we can still see.  
· And, if we can see, we can go… and, if we’re willing to go… then there’s no doubt in my mind that we’ll be able to make a difference. 
· "As the Father sent me…" Jesus says to you, "…so I send you." 
· I don't know what that means for you… but, let me tell you what it meant for one guy.

Rich Stearns was a young graduate student back in the 70s when he committed himself to follow Jesus. 
· He was engaged to marry a young woman who was a Christian, and through her impact on his life, he became a Christian himself.  
· In fact, he got all fired up for Jesus… so much so that when they got engaged, she wanted to register for china, and he said to her, 
· "As long as there are children starving in the world, we will not own china, crystal, or silver." 

As time went on, his hard work earned him increasing respect in the corporate world.  
· And, within twenty years, he became the CEO of Lennox. Does anybody know what Lennox makes? 
· They are the top producer of luxury tableware… fine china…  in the country. He’s the CEO!
· Well, one day, he gets a phone call from an organization committed to people who’ve been beat up and left on the side of the road. 

They ask him, "Would you pray about coming with us on mission trip… to take some time away from work in order to come & see & do something?”
· Rich agreed… and together, they went to Rakai, Uganda… pretty much ground zero for the AIDS pandemic. 
· He sat there in that village in a thatch hut with a 13-year-old boy with the same name as him…Richard. 

There was one pile of stones outside the door of that thatch hut that marked where they had buried this boy's dad, who had died of AIDS. 
· There was another pile of stones outside that hut where they buried this boy's mom, who died of AIDS. 
· It happens every day to somebody on the side of the road.
· A 13-year-old boy, who is now trying to raise his two younger brothers, is the child head of the household. 


Richard talked to him for a while, and asked him at one point, "Do you have a Bible?" and the boy said, “yes.” 
· The boy then went into the other room and brought in the one book in their house, and then Richard said, "Are you able to read it?" 
· That 13-year-old boy just lit up, and said, "I love to read the gospel of John because it says Jesus loves ALL the children in the world.” 
· It hit that CEO of Lennox… how there’s no one else in the world who could bring Good News to a 13-year-old boy in a thatched hut, with a pile of stones where a mom and a dad ought to be.

Richard said after that visit, seeking to justify himself, he told God all the reasons it wouldn't work: why he couldn’t invest in people like that little boy. 
· I'm not qualified. I'm not gifted for this. I’m too busy. I’ve spent 20 years of my life getting to where I am right now… 
· and there’s just no way to maintain what I have without giving it my all… and that just doesn’t leave any extra time for mission work.

It was then that he felt God began speaking to him… "Richard, do you remember that idealistic young man, many years ago…
· who was so passionate about starving children that he said, 'I'm not going to have any china or crystal in my house.' 
· Look at who you are now. But Richard, if you still care about those children, I have a job for you. You come, and you do."
· I don't know what that means for you. I really don't. For Richard Stearns it meant stepping down at Lennox and becoming the CEO of World Vision. 

All I know is that on Christmas, the good news was that Jesus was sent, and we were told He would be good news of great joy for all people…
· And the idea about Christmas is not just that we come and think, "Oh, how happy I am. I have good news." 
· The idea is that Jesus and His movement is still to be Good News, which will bring great joy for all people…
· Even those who are so different from us… As well as those who are laying, bleeding, robbed, and stripped, by the side of the road… waiting for someone to see them and do something. 

I don't know what that means for you. Maybe it begins with your going to God in prayer… 
· "God, whatever it is, if you want to break my heart, God, go ahead and break my heart." 
· Truth is, the capacity for serving and giving and loving and caring is already built into the very heart of this church.
· And, because of that, the potential we can have in our area… to make a difference in the lives of all people… is immeasurable. 
· Living that life… as we spoke about last week… is the best life.  In fact, Jesus tells us that “It’s more blessed to give than to receive.”

The key word here is the word “blessed.” Jesus doesn't just say it is better to give. He doesn't just say you're supposed to give. 
· He doesn't just say God wants you to give. He doesn't just say it is morally superior to give. 
· He says, "It is more blessed!" To be blessed means to be enriched, to be enhanced, to be given more life. 
· Jesus is saying that it’s a better way to live… to be a giver than to be a taker…
· To be someone who truly understands what it means to “love our neighbor as ourselves” 
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