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Needless to say, there have been many important days in American history… but few as dramatic as April 23rd, 1985 when Coca-Cola announced the reformulation of their timeless beverage.

· Truth is, Coke’s market share was down to 23%... with Pepsi clearly leading the way.  In fact, in blind taste tests, Pepsi was consistently the hands down winner.

· But with their new Coke, things began to change.  Their sales not only went up 8% but people in the Northeast were overwhelmingly choosing new coke over Pepsi.

· But when the New Coca-Cola was released in the Southeast, there came a backlash like no one could ever have expected.  

· You see, in the south, the Atlanta-based Coke, was king of the mountain.

Suddenly everyone was talking about how Coke had sold out.  One guy started a nationwide movement lobbying Coke to bring back the original. 

· He even filed a class-action lawsuit against Coke, which was, of course, dismissed by a judge who made it clear that he preferred Pepsi anyhow!

· The anger against Coke got so crazy that even Fidel Castro, who loved Coke, called the New Coke a sign of American Capitalistic decadence!  No kidding!

· Finally, the execs at Coca-Cola caved into the pressure and, on July 10th, just 3-months after New Coke’s introduction, Peter Jennings interrupted his newscast with a special bulletin announcing that Coke would return to its original formula.

· And so Coke Classic was introduced… and within six months, Coke’s sales increased at twice the rate of Pepsi.

Well, this morning I want to share a little about what it means to be Vineyard Classic.  And I want to do that by looking at the original formula God gave to John Wimber when the Vineyard movement was started 25 years ago, in May 1982. 

· And I want to do this because I believe these “critical ingredients” that make up Classic Vineyard will always define who we are as a church. They make up our DNA… our core values.  

· I also want share these things because I believe its so important for everyone in our community to know that you’re part of not just a Vineyard church here in Morristown… but a movement of churches… all of whom share our vision, values, and priorities.

· So, today, I want to start by sharing a video with you that begins to tell our story as a movement… a video that I think celebrates our 25 years. [START]
My Story, My Tribe

When I came to Christ in 1984, the Vineyard was just a small movement of churches who were tired of just doing church.  Their passion was to know Jesus more… to worship Him in intimacy and to invite others into that intimacy.

· That very month that I asked Jesus into my life, John Wimber, who was the head of Fuller Seminary’s Dept. of Evangelism and Church Growth, started a class called MC510: Signs, Wonders, & Church growth.

· This class literally impacted churches from around the world… as people were not only taught about the Kingdom of God… they were not only taught it… 

· but “caught” it as John took time at the end of every class for what he called,  “Ministry Time,” where, without any hype, he’d just demonstrate what he had just taught.

· It’s what he believed Jesus called us to… it’s what Jesus did Himself.  In other words, Jesus didn’t just proclaim the Kingdom… he demonstrated the Kingdom… as He prayed for the sick and set free the oppressed.

Well… while all this was happening… I was getting my degree in economics… very involved in Campus Crusade.  

· Truth is, as I read the Bible for myself, I really believed that God’s heart was for us to not only proclaim the gospel (which I did all the time)… but demonstrate it, by praying for the sick, for example.

· But even though I believed in that… even though I believed that the spiritual gifts were for today… I was never in a context to really express those beliefs… at least that’s how I felt.

Well, after college I went right into seminary… and from there I moved to Pasadena, CA for a short while to work with a mission agency.  

· While there read an article in the LA Times about the Vineyard… how this church in Anaheim had grown from hundreds to thousands… 

· So, I went down one Sunday… and was really impacted.  I had no idea who John Wimber was… but I did notice this big guy with jeans and a Hawaiian shirt playing the piano.

· I had never heard worship like that… it was so intimate… the songs weren’t what I was used to at all…. They weren’t about God… they were written and being sung to God. 

· I never saw such passion… without any hype attached at all.

After I moved back to NJ, I returned to my home church, which I really loved.  I read a book Wimber had written… but never had any other real contact with the Vineyard for another few years when Joyce and I moved to Tajikistan.

· It was there that we met a Glen… who was a Vineyard guy.  As I watched the way he ministered… it just registered in me… that’s the way we’re supposed to live out our Christian lives.

· Even more than the people who were healed, I was mostly moved by his focus on intimacy in worship, passion for the Father’s presence, and hearing from God.

· Something resonated in me… that’s what I’ve always believed the Christian life was to be about.  

· It just seemed as though the goal of Christianity had always been defined to me as our being “good little Christians”… 

· But it wasn’t about that… it was about being passionate worshippers.  

When we came back from Tajikistan five years later and finally connected with the Vineyard, it seemed as though that was everyone’s story.  

· In fact, it’s a running joke in the Vineyard… that the Vineyard isn’t something you join… instead, its something you realize you’ve always been.

· But still, with out being back in the States, it was natural for us to connect with our home church. In fact, they offered me a pastoral position.  

· But inside… I realized that somehow my heart had been fused with the Vineyard. I knew the Vineyard was my tribe… they were my people… that I’ve got nowhere else to go.

So, we connected to the Vineyard that had met in Hackensack… sensing God’s call to plant a Vineyard here in Morristown.

· A year later, in the spring of 2001, we started our first Sunday morning service as a Vineyard Church.  

· Yes… there have been challenges… but never any regrets.  In fact, I love the Vineyard more now than ever before.

· So… what we a few of the classic ingredients that drew me to the Vineyard…
1. The first is Worship

a. Wasn’t the “warm-up” to offering/message.  It’s our purpose… not to “get us happy”… it may… but not our purpose

i. Pastor in Staten Island: Craziness… Wimber plays… Now can you feel His Presence?

ii. “How was worship today?”  No!  Wimber: Complaining you didn’t get a gift

b. Even though we worship solely b/c of who HE IS…He always responds… inhabits the praises of his people.

i. Psalm 95:6, “Come, let us worship and bow down” Not a call to sing some songs, but to surrender, to give up.  

ii. You see, worship begins at point of bankruptcy… where we come surrendered, offering our bodies, as Paul says in Rm 12:1, “as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God.”  

iii. This, he says, “is your spiritual act of worship.” 

iv. Abraham/Isaac… We’re going to worship… Sacrifice… because HE IS WORTHY

c. Maybe you’ve wondered why we worship so long… b/c we value His presence above anything else. It’s our spiritual act of worship… living in our purposes. 
i. Baptist leader… “You Vineyard folks really believe God comes to your churches on Sunday mornings.”
ii. Everything we do on Sundays… from the music, message, ministry… all about worship.

2. The second is the Word

a. God’s Word… the bedrock upon which everything in the church is built. 

b. It is God’s letter to us as individuals and as a community… where He speaks to us regarding who He is, who we are, how He feels toward us, how we were created to live… what His heart is for us as a community
i. As a shepherd carries a lamb, so I have carried you close to my heart (Is 40:11)

ii. That He is not counting our sins against us (2 Corinthians 5:18)

iii. That God’s desire is to lavish His love on you (1 John 3:1)

c. Bible reminds us that the future belongs to the King of Kings… We read in Revelations 11, "The kingdom of the world has become the Kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ. He will reign forever and ever!" 
d. What I love about the Vineyard though is not simply a heart to know the Bible… but to experience the Bible. 

i. Experience? Campus Crusade… anti-feelings. If you want an experience-less Christianity, the Bible will only frustrate you.

ii. I’m not embarrassed that we’re into experience… as long as it’s an authentic experience… 
iii. I’m not ashamed that we welcome authentic emotion (as opposed to emotionalism)… always checked and measured against what is in this Book.
e. Don’t just read about His power, love, healing… also experience His power, love, healing.

i. The book of Acts isn’t just sharing history… but showing what life in the Spirit looks like… even today. 

ii. Matthew 7:24 says, "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.”
iii. If you want your life planted firmly, with a secure foundation, we need to hear the Word and then go out and do the Word.

3. The third is Works
a. Jesus: proclaimed kingdom… and demonstrated kingdom. Word/Works.

b. Wimber… Where’s the Stuff?  “I gave up drugs for this?”

i. Wimber didn’t believe teaching time was over when he closed the Bible…. 

ii. believed teaching from His Word needed to always be linked to the ministry of the Spirit...  

iii. That the theology of the Kingdom must always be accompanied by the ministry of the Kingdom. (Next week about Kingdom)

iv. That is why we have ministry time at the end of every service… a time when a person can look to God to receive physical healing, deliverance, guidance, or whatever else the Father is wanting to say or do.

c. Doing what the father is doing.  John 4.  Wimber… Airplane/Adultery

d. Mercy… Bartimeaus “Have mercy on me” Wimber… “We’ll never forget the poor”

i. He believed that compassion is placed within us by the Spirit to reflect God’s heart of justice and mercy toward a broken world.

ii. We’ve received it… we’re going to give it. 

iii. Katrina… 6 weeks, 1.5 million… 1000s camped out.

e. Everyone gets to play! We all get to do the stuff!  No professionals.

f. Healing: Mark 16:17-18, “And these signs will accompany those who believe… they will place their hands on sick people and they will get well.”

i. Wimber taught that all true ministry flows out of intimacy.  As we abide in Him… the fruit will come.

g. Community: Not just a good idea… but part of God’s creation… part of our worship!
I’ve been to so many Vineyards… I’ve spoken at Vineyards in California, Idaho, North Carolina, Atlanta, and Manhattan.  

· I’ve spoken at Vineyards in Lithuania, Central Asia… and while they may each be packaged a little different… we’re all one family.

· They said we wouldn’t survive John’s death. Still here… b/c we didn’t buy into a man… but a set of values.  

· Not a nostalgic movement… big windshield.. small rearview mirror!  We’re a movement… not a monument.  

· God is still creating us… the Spirit is still at work in us.

