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The Moses Series: The First Forty Years

July 13th, 2008

I’m so excited about launching our new series on one of history’s most influential people… a man born as a Jew in a land ruled by an anti-Semitic tyrant. 

· As slaves of Pharaoh, his people were oppressed & hated… a people who lived under the untold weight of economic and social injustice.

· And so, when a young Hebrew slave couple named Amram and Jochebed gave birth to their baby boy, they knew he entering a world of cruelty and pain… slavery and despair.  

· They knew this baby, who would later be named Moses, was entering the darkest day of Hebrew history to that point in time…  

And as they held their little baby, they no doubt dreamed of those days long gone by when their people lived prosperous, happy lives there in Egypt. 

· Even as a baby, they must have shared with him the story when, four hundred years earlier, a young man named Joseph was sold into slavery by his eleven brothers.  

· For twenty pieces of silver, their jealousy and hatred of their youngest brother became stronger than the pain they knew their father would suffer over his loss.  

· Pretending that an animal had killed him, Joseph was, in reality, being taken to Egypt in chains.

And yet, through time and a chain of incredible events, God honored this young man and promoted him out of slavery to become the right hand of Pharaoh himself. 

· Time and time again, Joseph demonstrated his God-given wisdom. In fact, God showed Joseph just what a terrible famine was about to strike their land… 

· And because of that they were able to store enough food to keep them going through the entire famine. 

· Unfortunately, it wasn’t going as well for Joseph’s family still living in Israel.  

And so, completely unaware that Joseph was even alive let alone the prime minister of the most powerful nation in the world, Jacob sends several of his sons to Egypt to purchase some grain.

· Well, eventually, this led them before the ruler of Egypt’s economy and agriculture, their long-lost younger brother.  

· If you haven’t read this story… or if its’ been a long time since you’ve read it… I’d encourage you to go back to the end of Genesis and take it in for yourself.  

· All I’ll say is that after a powerful family reunion, Joseph invited his brothers and father to move to Egypt so they could enjoy not only Joseph’s protection, but an amazing spread of land where they could begin a whole new life.

· In fact, because of who Joseph was, Pharaoh personally welcomed his family with open arms.  

In Genesis 47:5-6, Pharaoh says to him, “The land of Egypt is at your disposal; settle your father and your brothers in the best of the land, let them live in the land of Goshen…  

· And then, in 50:21, he told them, “So, therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you...” 
· Not bad, huh?! They were not only given the best lands to settle in… but could live under the personal protection of the two most powerful people in the world.


But remember… at that time they were only an extended family. You could have loaded the whole bunch of them on a couple of Greyhound buses.  

· And yet, by the time Joseph passed away 71 years later, Jacob’s family could have filled a football stadium.

· In fact, as several more generations passed, to the dismay of the Egyptian people, the offspring of Jacob’s sons grew in number till they became what would later be described as a mighty people. 

And, without Joseph on the scene to represent his people to the Pharaoh, the Egyptian attitude toward the Jews began to sour until they became suspicious at first… and then hateful. 

· But not only was Joseph no longer on the scene, several centuries of new Pharaohs had caused Joseph’s memory to be long forgotten.  

· In fact the Book of Exodus begins, in verse 8, saying, “Now, a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.” 

· Reports of how this Hebrew saved Egypt from the famine had long been filed away in some forgotten basement archive.  

In verse 9, this new Pharaoh says, “Behold, the people of the sons of Israel are more and mightier than we.”  
· So, in verse 11, we’re told that taskmasters were assigned to them to “afflict them with hard labor.” 

· And so, their days of abundance & prosperity were replaced by taskmasters and the whip. 

We’re told in Exodus 2:23 that “The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, and their cry for help… went up to God.”  [slide]
· They remembered God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 15:13-14, where “God said to Abram, ‘Know for certain that your descendents will be strangers in a land that is not their own, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward they will come out with many possessions.”  

· You see, one day a deliverer would come, a man handpicked by God Himself… a man whom God would later call a friend… 

· A man uniquely prepared to deal with both Israelites and the Pharaoh himself.  

The problem was that Pharaoh’s plan wasn’t working.  In Exodus 1:12-13 we’re told that “the more they (the Jews) were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites and worked them ruthlessly.”  

· Now, that word, “dread” is the Hebrew word, “Kootz,” which means to “have an abhorrence for.”  

· But soon their abhorrence would turn from hatred to savagery… starting with Infanticide. 

So, in verse 15, Pharaoh speaks with two Hebrew midwives named Shiphrah & Puah… 

· Telling them that when they’re helping the Hebrew women give birth, that while they should permit the birth of baby girls, all the boys should be put to death.

· But we’re told in 1:17 that these midwives “feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt had commanded them…”  [slide]
Pretty courageous! I mean, they stood up to the most powerful man in the world… someone who wouldn’t think twice about having them killed.

· Truth is, believers all over the world today… from Africa to China to the Middle East are reflecting that same kind of courage… standing up to kings and generals and unjust party or tribal leaders.

· It challenges me… how far am I willing to go in standing up for the things on God’s heart.  

· How far am I willing to trust him before my courage fails?

Well… realizing that plan A wasn’t working, Pharaoh turned to plan B.  In verse 22, Pharaoh sent out an edict that every newborn son was to be cast into the Nile and drowned.

· This kind of selective infanticide is not uncommon even today although it is nearly always the baby girls who are terminated during pregnancy.  

· Because couples in Communist China, for example, are only allowed one child… and because women’s wages will never come near to those of men… many have aborted their pregnancy if they discover the baby’s a girl.

But even in China today, there are men and women ready to stand alone for righteousness… even in the face of death.

· These courageous people don’t typically have degrees… they don’t have wealth… by the world’s standards, they are just simple people living day to day.  

· And yet, while we’ll never hear their names this side of heaven. Just like Shiphrah & Puah, they’re heroes of the faith.

· And so, it was into this context that our one-day hero was born… into a world of poverty & slavery… where, by Pharaoh’s edict, all male babies were to be killed.

And so, we’re told in Hebrews 11:23 that “By faith, Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.” [slide]
· It’s hard to imagine it… but for the vast majority of people, their fear of Pharaoh caused them to do just what he ordered… to throw their brand new baby boys to their death in the Nile.

· Moses’ parents, Amram & Jochebed, couldn’t have been immune from that fear.  

Keep in mind, they already had two children… Miriam (around 12 years old) and Aaron (who was three).  

· I’m sure the thought came to mind… how can we risk the lives of our whole family to save this baby? 

· And yet… they feared God more than they feared Pharaoh.  

But, let me ask you something… how do you hide a baby for one night let alone three months?!  I mean, when Rebecca was born, we got about two weeks out of her without much crying.  

· But then one night… and then the next 720 nights after that… she would cry and cry every night!  

· Let’s just say it’s a good thing I didn’t have a river near my house and that I don’t have any idea how I would have made a wicker basket float!

· Truth is, with those set of lungs, I could have sailed her off to the middle of the Atlantic Ocean and they still would have found her!

· Well… afraid they wouldn’t be able to conceal Moses in their own home either, Jochebed comes up with a plan.

In verse 3 we read, “When she could hide him no longer, she got him a wicker basket and covered it over with tar and pitch. Then she put the child into it and set it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile.” [slide]
· Now, here’s what’s interesting about this passage.  A lot of people read this passage and get the idea that they put Moses in this watertight basket and then set him down the Nile River… hoping that somehow things would work out.

· But that’s not what it says. It says that she “set it among the reeds by the bank.” [slide]
Now, if you’ve ever seen reeds by the side of a river then you know that, for all their flexibility, they’re pretty strong.  

· In other words, she carefully placed that basket in the reeds… knowing that the reeds would keep the basket from just floating away. And there’s a reason for that… 

· Because, as much faith as Jochebed had, she also had a good plan.  

You see, it’s pretty likely that Jochebed had noticed just how Pharaoh’s daughter would come to this certain spot along the Nile at a certain time during the week in order to bathe.

· Her hope was that, if she placed that basket in just the right spot, at just the right time, the princess and her attendants would see, or at least hear, the baby crying… which is just what happened.

· Now, I realize that I’m reading behind the lines here… but at least there are smarter people than I am who are reading this the same way I am.

· In verse 4-5 we read that, “His sister (Miriam) stood at a distance to find out what would happen to him. The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the Nile, with her maidens walking alongside the Nile… And she saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid, and she brought it over to her.”
I think what happened is that Jochebed told Miriam just where to wait for Pharaoh’s daughter… explaining to her how she should approach her and what she should say to her after she (hopefully) find the baby. 

· Of course, there was no way to know what Pharaoh’s daughter would do with him if she did find him.  

· Would she have pity on a helpless baby? Would she see it as a gift from the Nile, which was seen as one of their gods?

· Or would she heed her father’s edict to have all Hebrew baby boys killed?  

· All Jochebed could do was to place her baby and herself at God’s mercy. There were no other options.

Verse 6 says that when Pharaoh’s daughter saw the baby boy and how he was crying, she had pity on him… realizing that it was one of the Hebrew children.

· So, right on cue, Miriam approaches her and says in 2:7, “Shall I go and call a nurse for you from the Hebrew women that she may nurse the child for you?” [slide]
· Once Pharaoh’s daughter agreed, Miriam returned with her mother… offering her as a suitable nurse-maid to this baby she supposedly never met.  

· The Egyptian princess looked at Jochebed and said, “Take this child away and nurse him for me and I will give you your wages. So, the woman took the child and nursed him.”
Talk about a perfectly executed plan! Not only did she have the protection of Pharaoh’s daughter… but now she’s getting paid to raise him! That, my friends, was no coincidence! 

· In fact, Jochebed trusted the Lord so fully that the writer of Hebrews includes her in the Hall of Faith in Hebrews, chapter 11.

· Now, we don’t know how long Jochebed was able to keep Moses, although in the next verse, verse 10, we’re told that when “When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses, saying ‘I drew him out of the water.’” [slide]
· However long Moses was with Jochebed, Moses likely remained with his family at least long enough to firmly establish his Hebrew roots and learn about the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob…

· Perhaps planting in his heart & mind the image of a beautiful land to the north… a land flowing with milk and honey… a land promised to their fathers.

But can you imagine the barrage of mixed emotions Moses’ family must have felt that day… loosing their son… their brother… 

· Knowing that he’d be raised from that time on with an entirely different set of values and beliefs…

· And yet, at the same time, knowing that he’d be released from slavery… that he’d be protected and even educated. 

· In fact, Acts 7:22 says that Moses was “educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians.”

· Believe me… he wasn’t just switching neighborhoods. He moving from untold poverty to untold wealth… from an unknown slave to a venerated prince.

And yet, beyond that, the Bible doesn’t tell us any more about him until he’s about forty years of age.

In Exodus 2:11, we’re told, “Now, it came about in those days, when Moses had grown up, that he went out to his brethren and looked on their hard labors; and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren.” [slide]
· Let’s read how Stephen describes all of this in his powerful speech to the Sanhedrin in Acts 7:20-29… READ!

· You see, even though Moses’ calling to deliver Israel would come sometime later at the burning bush, he had already come to empathize with the fate of his people.

· The problem is that he got ahead of God’s plans & purposes for his life and took matters in his own hands… 

· Not by getting in between a taskmaster’s whip and a Jewish slave… but actually killing that Egyptian and burying his body in the sand.

And… if ever getting ahead of God could stir up some problems… what Moses did that day launched a series of events that would lead him from that amazing palace to a desolate wilderness. 

· Truth is, whenever you have a sense of God’s purpose for your life… even for just a part of your life… and yet things aren’t happening fast enough for you… 

· It’s easy to become anxious…  It’s easy to begin looking for ways to jumpstart the process.

· That’s just what Moses did. And so, in an anxious, impatient state of mind, Moses let himself get ahead of God… causing his whole life at that time to unravel.

Guys… you may really sense that God has something for you to accomplish in a certain area. Truth is… what you’re feeling may very well reflect what’s on His heart for you.

· But if you aren’t daily humbling yourself before Him… If you’re not daily seeking His face and worshipping… 

· If you’re not discerning His timing and operating under the Spirit’s control & direction… 

· You may just push and shove your way prematurely into that place where God wanted you… but at a different time and in a different context.

You see… Moses showed great desire here, but little discernment. Great aspiration but little humility. Great zeal but little wisdom.

· Remember… that God reserves the very best to those who wait on Him. Don’t let yourself get ahead of Him or behind Him. 

· I know that waiting for doors to open can be a challenge for all of us… but it’s always a better alternative to our getting away from God’s best.

And so… now, afraid for his life because of what he had done… we read that Moses “fled from the presence of Pharaoh.” 
· And why? Because Moses tipped his hand to Pharaoh… showing his true loyalties. And so, in verse 15, we’re told that “Pharaoh tried to kill Moses.” 

· With that bit of news, Moses tucked in his royal robes and ran like a scared coyote.  

And with every step he probably groaned to himself over and over… “I can’t believe I did that. I blew it… life is over… God can never use me. I’m finished.”
· Unfortunately, a number of years would have to pass before he fully realized just how wrong he was about that… till He realize just how deep God’s love and grace really is.

· We’re told only in 2:15 that he “settled in the land of Midian; and sat down by a well.”
Sort of ironic, isn’t it.  Because of some bad choices, Moses flees his life in that beautiful Egyptian palace into the waterless sands of the desert. 

· And yet, when he got there… when he finally stopped running… do you notice where Moses sat down?  Right next to a well!

· Truth is, whenever the self-life finally sits down… whenever we lay down our own ambitions for God’s best… 

Whenever we abandon the self-directed life for God’s purposes & timing… the well of a new life always seems to appear.  

· And so, when that broken forty year old named Moses finally slumped to the ground at the end of this self-driven season of his life… 

· fresh, cool drinking water was right next to him… ready to give new life… ready to lead him to a whole new season of his life.

· Maybe you think the choices you’ve made have disqualified you from God working in and through you in your life.

· Maybe you think that you’re too old now to really make a difference.  Well, Moses was 80 when he figured all this out.

Truth is, guys… there’s so much we can learn from Moses as we launch this series.  In fact, there are three specific ways I think this series can impact us.
· First, as we become a good friend of His servant Moses, I believe we’ll all grow to know God more intimately than we do now. [slide]
· For all his faults, Moses seems to walk with this growing hunger to know God and to live in His presence.
· It’s why he said in Exodus 33 that, “unless your presence goes with us, do not send us up from here.”
· In other words, unless you go with us, I’d rather stay here in this desert with you than go to that land flowing with milk and honey.
· It’s why we’re told that the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face as one speaks to a friend.
The second thing I pray we’d all take from this series is a renewed trust for God and His Word… [slide]
· That at the end of this series… as we move forward into the fall… we’ll begin trusting God like we’ve never trusted God before in our lives.

· This whole story speaks of the amazing faithfulness and power of God who intervenes in what looks to be an impossible situation.

· Egypt has been a superpower 1700 years before Moses is even born.  In fact, when Moses was born the Pyramids were already a thousand years old.

In other words, what are the odds that one extended family could defy a nation that has ruled the world since the year 3000 B.C.?

· And yet, in spite of these odds, God is asking the question “Will you trust me?”

· He’s not expecting us to never doubt… Truth is, Moses had his share of doubts. 

· But still… God is asking us what He asked Moses so long ago… “Will you trust Me enough to do what I say?” 

· And… “Will you trust me enough to wait till I open the doors for you?”

And then… even though I believe you’ll discover so many other things about God through this series… especially to the degree that you make your way through the Book of Exodus for yourself…

· The third thing I think we’ll experience by the end of this series… is a renewed passion for all God wants to do in and through us. [slide]
· Raised as a powerful Egyptian, Moses was a person of prominence in Pharaoh’s household. 

· He had what only a few people in the world at that time could have even dreamed of.

But one day, he looked out his window and saw people being mistreated…  Everyone else in Pharaoh’s court saw nothing but a cheap labor pool… slaves, aliens…a despised people.

· But Moses saw a people precious in the eyes of God.  He saw them not just as a ministry… not just as the “exploited” ones or those being crushed by economic and social injustices…

· He saw real people who were in pain… real people who needed their God. 

And rather than draw the window blind shut, he went out to them and became the one God used to deliver them from their captivity.

· You see, I believe that God wants to grow our hearts for those around us as well… not only for our neighbors, our friends, those we work with…

· But for those around us today living under the weight of poverty and injustice.

· Moses would never had thought that he’d be the one God would use to deliver Israel. In fact, he did his best to convince God that he wasn’t the guy.

· And yet, at the end of the day, trusted… not in himself… but what God could do in and through him.

We’re told that Moses lived to 120 years of age. He spend his first forty years in Egypt nursed by his mother and taught by the Egyptian schools. 

· He spent his second forty years in the desert, nursed by solitude and taught by God. 

· He spent his final forty years with the Hebrew people in the wilderness, nursed by trials, discouragements… taught by the Law, which he received from God’s own hand.

· I like the way D.L. Moody summarizes all that.  He says Moses “spent his first forty years thinking he was somebody.  

· He spent his second forty years learning he was nobody. He spent his third forty years discovering what God can do with a nobody.”
So, are you ready? Are ready to sign on to this journey as we look at the life of Moses?!  Let’s pray.

