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David Series: Living Out the Heart of David
September 12th, 2004
Through nearly seventy chapters of Scripture and nearly 1200 references, we’ve looked deep into the life of a man whom I hope has, in a sense, become a friend over these last three months.
· I know for me, our time looking into David’s life has renewed my understanding and overwhelming gratitude for God’s redeeming and restoring love and grace.

· Because ultimately, as in the story of the Prodigal Son, David’s story points not so much to a man, but to a God whose love is more extravagant and rich than we could ever understand.

· For me, what marks David’s story aren’t his dismal failures or his profound accomplishments… but rather… his ability to freely receive the passion of God’s heart for him even in his weaknesses… to freely receive the kindness of God even in his sin… to freely accept that even the worst of his struggles would not invalidate his relationship with God.

· That’s why he could write with such confidence in Psalm 23, “Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life.”
· He didn’t believe he would never struggle again… he believed that through those struggles and challenges, God’s goodness and love would never dim.

After all he had gone through, he probably didn’t have all that much confidence in himself… but with all of his heart, David believed in God’s unfailing love… he believed in the passion of God’s heart for him.
· In Psalm 147:11, we read a song that he wrote in worship to God… where he writes, “The Lord delights in those… who put their hope in His unfailing love.”
· He lived with a confidence that he was the object of the Father’s delight… that the Father’s love would never fail… we see this running throughout the Psalms…

· Your love is ever before me (Ps 26:3)

· Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens (36:5)

· How priceless is your unfailing love (36:7)

· Your love is better than life (63:3)

· You are good and Your love endures forever (100:5)

I just love how David defines all he understands about the Father’s love and mercy in Psalm 36:8, where he describes it as “The River of God’s Delight”.

· The River of God’s Delight is that beautiful place we can go to… where love never fails, where love never dims or abandons… where love always patient and kind…

· David lived in the place…. He lived in the River of God’s Delight… and throughout the Psalms, he invites all of God’s people to join him in its peaceful, refreshing waters. 
· There is so much for us to take away from David’s life.  I shared last week how I believe David’s life can transform us as individuals.  
· What I’d like to do this morning as we reflect on David’s life is to share with you four things I believe God is doing in us as a church that mirrors what He did in David’s life.
1.  The first thing is that God is giving us a deeper love for His Presence

Through all the endless hours caring for his family’s sheep, David came to love being in the presence of God.  I can just imagine him carrying out lengthy conversations with God as he sat under a star-filled sky night after night.
· That love for the Father’s presence stayed with him throughout his life.  In Psalm 26:8, he writes, “I love the house where you live, O Lord, the place where your glory dwells.”
· In Psalm 69:9 he cries out to God, “Passion for Your house, Lord, fills me heart.”
You know, whenever I think about what God is doing in developing a deeper and deeper love for His presence, I always think of Exodus 33.  If you remember, Moses has just led the Israelites out of their captivity in Egypt… for the first time in their lives, they are free!  

-
And not only do they get to witness God’s incredible power in setting them free… not to mention the parting of the Red Sea… but now, God tells them that He is going to lead them to that land He had promised to Abraham… that land flowing with milk and honey.

-
Unfortunately, it doesn’t take Moses very long to discover that this journey… between where they were and that land flowing with milk and honey…would not be easy.  

As a warm up to all that he will have to go through, when Moses comes down from Mt. Sinai for the first time after receiving the law, he finds his people worshipping a golden calf.

-
He was so angry that he threw the 10 commandments down and broke the two tablets God had given them.

-
So, he cries out to God in verse 12, “God, you’ve called me to lead your people to that wonderful place… but how in the world will we ever get there?   Who will help me?  Look at where we’re at down there!”
-
It must have been overwhelming for Moses.  How could he do what God’s called him to do?

Then God speaks to Moses, in verse 14, I love this… He says, “My presence will go with you.”
· No manual, no lecture… just a few words… but the only words that could have settled Moses’ heart.  
· So, Moses says to God, in vs. 14&15, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here.”

· “That land flowing with milk and honey means nothing to me, if it means not having You, God.  So, if You’re not going with us, keep us in this desert… at least I know you are here!”

· Moses got it.  He understood that God’s presence is our daily bread. It’s what gives us life.

· Psalm 16:11, “In Your presence is fullness of joy.”  This is the heart God is putting more and more in us!

· When I think of us as a church, there is really only one thing we ultimately long for… His presence… it is what we were ultimately created for… to live in His presence.
· David said it best in Psalm 27:4, “One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple.”
And let me just say this… as the Father’s Presence becomes our greatest passion, as His Word becomes not only read but consumed in our lives… we will see God moving in ways that will knock us off our seats… where the sick will be healed… where mourning will be turned into dancing… where the broken find a home…

2.  God is teaching us to walk more deeply, in our identity as sons & daughters.
I think we all know that one of the greatest hindrances to living in God’s love and acceptance is the distorted image many of us have of ourselves.

· I believe this was a major hurdle for David as well… one that not only birthed a lot of pain for him as a younger man… but was likely behind many of his broken relationships, particularly with his own children.
· For example, in Psalm 51:5 David describes himself as having been “sinful at birth and conceived in sin.”  
· In Psalm 27:10, David writes, “My father and mother have forsaken me.”  (note: some translations say, “even if my…”)
· Even his brothers treated him differently.  In Psalm 69:8, he wrote, “Even my own brothers pretend they don’t know me… they treat me like a stranger.” 
· You can see this contempt in 1 Samuel 17:28 when Eliab said to David, “I know your insolence and the wickedness of your heart.”
· One way or another, it seems clear that at least David’s early years were marked by rejection, abandonment, and pain… 
· And yet, David learned that God’s love and mercy allows us to trade in the rags of our polluted pasts, with all of its rejections, for the riches of His magnificent love.

So, at the end of the day, David was able to cross those hurdles of his past… not by trying really hard… but by learning to receive in his heart the truth he knew in his head, that God was head over heals in love with him… by learning to live in the River of God’s Delight! 

· I‘m convinced that we cannot experience a healthy, intimate relationship with God without a proper understanding of the Father’s Heart for us.

· In Christ, we have a new spiritual identity to draw from… which are those things I’ve been sharing about concerning the Father’s love toward us… and because of that, we know that we are the object of His affection.  
· The problem is that rather than defining ourselves as the object of God’s love, we define ourselves by things such as our performance, what other’s think about us, and the struggles we face... lack of discipline, self-control, or whatever.  

· Believe me… I deeply appreciate 12-step groups… I appreciate how they identify themselves… “Hi, my name is John and I’m an alcoholic”.  

· But we know that John is more than an alcoholic… John is the object of the Father’s Delight… that even in his weakness and sin, the Father’s love and kindness are at work to restore him back to Himself!

We even tend to define others by their struggles as well… “that person is mean, he is angry, she is bitter.”  

· But God will define you by the cry in your heart and the gift of righteousness we have in Christ.

· Look at David… for all David did… for all the many times he failed in his life… how would you say God ultimately defined Him in the Bible?
· It was that he was a man after God’s own heart.
· In fact, in 2 Chronicles 7:
17, God tells Solomon, “If you follow me as your father David did, you will never have to worry about your throne being taken by another.”
· Can you believe David is God’s standard for what marks a man after His own heart?
· Obviously God didn’t view David as having lived the model life… certainly men and women such as Daniel and Esther did a much better job of that.
· What marked David as that man after God’s own heart was the stubborn way he clinged to who he was as a child of God… and that’s what God is building in us!
You know, as I was thinking about David a few weeks ago, I wondered in Jesus had him in mind when He shared the story of the Prodigal Son… 
· It’s certainly possible, though what made them so different was that when the Prodigal Son left the Father’s House… he completely lost his identity of being a son and took on the identity of a slave… eventually doing what slaves do.

· He was told he was a slave and began to then live as a slave.  He bought into this new identity.

· So many of us, when we find ourselves living outside the River of God’s Delight, find themselves unable to see themselves through the Father’s lens… and begin to take on the identity… and begin to define themselves as slaves, hypocrites, & failures.
· But throughout David’s life, even through the worse of seasons, David lived with a confidence of God’s desire for Him!  In Psalm 149:4, he simply writes, “The Lord delights in His people.”
· David knew the heart of God… He lived with a profound understanding that he was the delight of his Father… that God loved Him… and that God’s kindness, mercy, and desire for Him would never dim.

Well, God is building this to be the kind of place that leads people back into their new identity.

· When the son returned to his Father’s house, look at how wonderfully the Father’s affection was demonstrated…  “This SON of mine was dead (was dead in the lie of his false identity).  

· One of the first things the Father did was to pronounce the son’s true identity! This Son of Mine!

· That’s what I believe God wants us to do… that through our church, they would discover their true identity.

3. God is also making us into a merciful, tender people

In Psalm 145:8, David writes, “The LORD is kind and merciful, slow to get angry, full of unfailing love.” 

· In 1 Peter 2:10, Peter expresses just how much mercy we’ve received because of Jesus.

· Truth is, the only way into that River of God’s Delight is through Jesus.  So often we read in the Psalms how David is crying out to God to remove the suffering, internal and external, that he was experiencing.

· Three times in the Psalms we read “This poor man (referring to himself) cried… and the Lord heard him, and delivered him out of all his troubles” (Ps 34:6).

· Jesus prayed the same prayer at Gethsemene… “Father, remove this cup from me.”  The Father said, “No” to Jesus… so He could say “Yes” to you and I.

Without Jesus, we would remain in our brokenness and our sin… but because of Jesus, “There is” as Paul says in Romans 8, “now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus!”
· Guys, we are all, each and every one of us, living testimonies, living monuments to God’s mercy.

· In spite of the crown that would eventually rest on David’s head, he writes in Psalm 103:4, David writes that he has been “crowned with loving-kindness and tender mercy.”
· God’s tender mercy defined David’s life… and I believe God wants it to define our life as a church.

· God’s promise to Isaiah in Isaiah 55:3 is His promise to us… He says, “I will make a covenant with you… I will give you all the mercies and unfailing love that I promised to David.”

· I believe that, without loosing our moral clarity, we will be able reflect the mercy and love of God to the world around us in such a powerful way.

4. God is also making us into a Welcoming Community
Don’t you just feel, in the deepest places inside of you, the need people have for the kind of loving-kindness and tender mercy the Lord passionately desires to lavish on the world?

· David writes in Psalm 33:5 that God’s “unfailing love fills the earth.”  But people struggle to see it let alone embrace it.

· But even if they can accept that God loves them… they will face a much greater hurdle… “Will the church welcome them?”
· You see, the church has developed a habit of welcoming those people who have already gotten themselves together… 
· But this church, if you haven’t already figured it out, is for anyone seeking after God… no matter where they are in their journey toward God.
· We tend to fish with the expectation that when we reel in the fish, it will arrive on a plate filet with lemon dill sauce. 

The point is, without loosing our biblical moorings and moral clarity… if we, who ourselves stand as testimonies of God’s love and mercy, won’t welcome them… who will?

· What do you and I have to offer the world?  What formulas have we discovered to keep us from pain and sickness?  
· All we have to offer the world is ability God has given us to reflect to the world all the love, kindness, mercy, grace, and love He has lavished down on us.
· I believe God is making us into the kind of place where people will not only be welcomed regardless of where they are in their journey… 

· But that they would be able to come here without any spiritual masks… able to share their deepest struggles.

· Folks… we live in a broken society… sexually broken, emotionally broken…  Will our church be that place they can be real in their struggles?

· Guys… our God is a Real God… and to walk in step with a real God… we need to be real.  

· God is a welcoming God… He was to you and me… and now He building in our church the kind of culture that will reflect that welcoming heart to the world around us.

There is so much more I could say… but bottom-line, I see the Lord forming this church is so many beautiful ways.

· I am honestly overwhelmed that I get to do this side by side with you guys… because, honestly, in you, I see the Father Heart of God on display.

· I see the cry in your hearts to know Him more… I see your generosity… I see the longing in your heart for more of His presence.  

· I can only imagine what God has in store for us as a church as we live in the River of His Delight!
