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Kingdomomics: Where Is God During Financial Meltdowns?

November 9th, 2008; Philippians 4:19

A number of years ago, Joyce and I were traveling through Uzbekistan on our way to Pakistan where we were going to spend a week and a half in Peshawar… about 30 minutes from the Afghan border.  

· It was the first time we ever flew PIA, Pakistani International Airlines. For the most part, the flight was fine… except for our pilot’s announcement regarding our approach into Peshawar.  

· What he said was, “In 15 minutes, if Allah wills, we will be landing in Peshawar!” And, all I kept thinking was, “Lord, it’s your will that we land… right?!”
I recently heard about a flight into New York City where the pilot came on the intercom… and, instead of announcing the usual estimated time of arrival or what the weather’s going to be like… 

· He came on and said, “Well, folks, we’re at the close of another business day, so let me give you a market update.” 

· Have you ever hear that on a plane before? The market may crash but the plane should land safely so by comparison we ought to feel pretty good about things! I mean… talk about turbulent financial times!

Banks and investment firms are getting swallowed up or are going down in flames while our government commits upwards of $950 billion toward bailout plan hoping to keep these industries solvent. 

· Where are we getting the money for all this?  Well, you can tax and you can borrow.  

· In fact, the Treasury Department said on Monday that they’ll have to borrow a record $550 billion in the October-December quarter alone…

· And, that they’ll probably need to borrow as much as 2.1 trillion within the year. 

The crisis is so global that a fairly isolated country like Iceland has had to nationalize two of its largest banks and is hoping for a loan from Russia just to keep its economy going. 

· Reuters recently reported that in the last 12 months, $12.4 trillion of global stock market wealth has evaporated. 

· In other words, $12 trillion dollars that were floating around the world’s economies are not gone. 

· Truth is, there are signs of desperation and anger all over our country and the world… leaving everyone to wonder, “How did we get in this mess?”
People are angry with corporations, angry with leaders for not leading, angry with politicians. They’re angry about greed, angry about corruption. 

· This was given such a visual face a few weeks ago when AIG, the world’s largest insurance company, in spite of the $85 billion bailout they received from the government…

· Still managed to take 70 of the company’s top performers for a weeklong stay at the luxury St. Regis Resort in Monarch Beach, California, where they ran up a tab of $440,000.  

If that weren’t enough, one of the top managers whose investments help lead to AIG’s near collapse, is receiving $1 million a month in consulting fees while their former chief executive, just received a $5 million performance bonus.  

· And although the FBI is investigating companies like Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, and AIG in its probe of the whole sub-prime mortgage collapse, guess who’s paying for AIG’s legal defense? The US Government.  

· We’re investigating them… and we’re paying for the their defense!  Figure that one out!

Now, that’s not to say that all this financial mess hasn’t impacted their CEOs as well.  According to the New York Times, the former CEO of AIG, Maurice Greenberg, saw the value of his holdings drop $15 billion in one day. 

· He went from multi-billionaire to like a multi-millionaire in one day. 

· Now that’s a bad day. You get home from work, your wife asks you, “How’d your day go, honey?” “Well, we lost $15 billion… but the tuna was good at lunch.” 

· Truth is, while folks like that still have their millions to fall back on, countless others have nothing but concrete floor to land on. 

Countless people, especially seniors who have done their best to plan for the future, are now facing the new reality that retirement is no longer within their grasp… that the finish line has suddenly shifted forward another 3-5 years. 

· Countless parents, who thought they knew a how they’re going to put their kids through college back in June don't know how they’ll do it today.  

· Just over the past two weeks alone, the countless people who have struggled to save and who invested what little they had in the market, now have, on average, 10-18 cents less on every dollar they invested.  And for every dollar they invested a year ago, they have only about 60 cents left.

· With over 1 million jobs lost this year alone… 240g just in October, countless people who, just a year ago thought their jobs were rock solid are now wondering if they’ll soon be out of work.

Pretty depression, isn’t it? There’s a lot of lost hope out there… with so many people feeling the weight of both fear and uncertainty … wondering what will happen to them… wondering where is the future headed and where they’ll end up.  

· And so, with all their questions, the folks are turning to the market analysts and CEOs and financial specialists.  

· I mean, you can't turn on a television set without seeing an endless stream of financial pundits offering their forecast. 

· And yet, even the best of them know that their best guess is still only a guess.

You see, its times like this when we need to turn the pundits off and begin asking what the smartest man in the world has to say about all this financial mess we’re in. 

· Do you know who the smartest person in the world about money is? No it’s not Warren Buffet! This is a church! The answer is Jesus… the answer’s always Jesus!

· Truth is, other than the Kingdom of God, the thing Jesus most commonly spoke about was money.  And, why? Because He knew how the human heart works. 

You see, it’s in the area of our personal finances where our spiritual reality gets fleshed out… where, spiritually speaking, the rubber hits the road.  

· Jesus understood how money issues go right to the core of who we are and where we live… it’s why He had so much to say about it. 

· So, in light of the financial mess around us, we’re going to focus this morning on three myths Jesus might want to expose about money.

1. During difficult financial seasons like this, I think the first myth Jesus might want to expose is the myth that money can make you secure. 

In other words, I think Jesus would be out there challenging the myth of financial security. Oftentimes, when life is pretty much going the way that we want… 

· When the financial charts are going up and to the right, we live as if its our right that the economy expand annually at 7%. 

· We live as though we have the right to expect houses to drop in price when we want to buy one, and then increase in value 30% every year we live in them. 

· We live as if a large enough savings account, a low enough mortgage, and a safe enough 401K can make us secure.  Problem is… they can't.

Truth is, we’re never really in control. But when a crisis comes, like 9/11 or the bottom falling out of the stock market, the reason everybody seems to panic isn’t simply because bad things are happening. I mean, bad things happen every day. 

· The reason that everybody panics in a crisis like this is because the myth of security is exposed… 

· Where, all of a sudden, we all realize just how vulnerable we really are… just how little control we really have.

Truth is, every day of our life is suspended by a thread, but we can usually live in the illusion of security. 
· But when a panic like this comes, we have little choice but to face the truth. I think that’s part of what’s going on right now in our culture.
· Now the pain is not good, but the realization of the truth, to be liberated from the illusion of control, that can be really good. 

· In fact, Jesus is frequently going after this one with folks, because He knows how money works. So He tells stories.

One story, in Luke 12:16-20, had to do with an affluent guy who has had a year of windfall profits (unexpected profit).  

· “A certain rich man,” Jesus shared, “said to himself after this windfall season, ‘Self, you have laid up plenty for yourself. Now take life easy. Eat. Drink. Be merry,’ but God said to this man, ‘You fool! You will die this very night.  Then who will get everything you worked for?’” 
· Jesus then says, in verse 21, "Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with God." 
Listen guys… I’ll give you the best investment perspective you’ll ever receive, and you are not likely to hear it from Warren Buffet. Here it is: At some point in time, you’re gonna die… and all the money in the world cannot change that. 

· So don’t buy the myth that enough money can ultimately ever make you one iota more secure than you are right now. 

· You have to build your life on something stronger than that. 

· The reality is, housing values will go up and down. Bank accounts will rise and fall. The unemployment rate will eventually reach old highs and hit new lows while financial conditions will continue to ebb and flow. 

· What Jesus is saying is that you can’t build your life on stuff like that. But then, what should you build you life on? 

· I think what Jesus, the smartest financial guy who ever lived, would say today… is build your life on what never changes… and what never changes is the character and the power of our God.

Just think about that stock ticker that everybody pays attention to these days on the floor of the New York stock exchange… watching intently what’s going up, what’s going down, or what’s unchanged. 

· And yet, if there was a ticker reflecting the character and power of our God, it would basically read: God’s character today: Unchanged. 

· God’s patience today: Unchanged. God’s commitment to justice today: Unchanged. God’s heart of mercy today: Unchanged. God’s love for you: Unchanged. God’s moral compass: Unchanged. 

You see, the market has dropped again this week, but when it comes to God’s love and faithfulness and power, nothing, this week, has changed in Heaven. 

· God is still sovereign. Jesus still sits on the throne at the right hand of His Father. He is our rock. He is the anchor in the storm. He is our only hope. 

· And, by the way, Congress does not get to vote on this and the US Treasury will never be asked for bailout. 

· So don't buy the myth that money can make you secure. Get your security someplace else. 

In Matthew 7:24-27, Jesus said, "Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a house on solid rock. Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that house, it won't collapse because it is built on bedrock. But anyone who hears my teaching and doesn't obey it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on sand. When the rains and floods come and the winds beat against that house, it will collapse with a mighty crash."  
· The problem is that, as Christians, we often forget that Jesus is speaking to us!  So, what other myths might Jesus want to expose through these challenging financial times?
· The second myth I think Jesus would speak into these days is this…
2. I think Jesus would say it’s time to expose the myth that having more is the path to greater contentment. 

Truth is, through our more solid financial seasons, this myth can be pretty seductive… the myth that having more will lead to greater contentment.

· And yet, when the financial security carpet is pulled out from under us, it can often expose the weak foundation underneath. 
· In 1 Timothy 6:6, Paul writes that “true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth.” 
· That word, “contentment” has to do with Christ-sufficiency… seeing Jesus as the beginning and end of wealth in our lives. 
· Paul continues in verses 7-10, “After all, we brought nothing with us when we came into the world, and we can’t take anything with us when we leave it. So if we have enough food and clothing, let us be content. But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many foolish and harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows.” 

Let me just ask you a question. Do we live in a part of the world that tempts people to want to get rich? Yeh… a little bit!! 

· Our society endlessly reinforces this idea that the path to true satisfaction lies in having more and more. 

· Now, let’s be honest… none of us is going to say that having nothing is going to make you just as happy as, at the very least, having enough to comfortably “get by.”  

· No one is suggesting that poverty is fun or preferred.  And yet, we take that notion way to far… believing, that the more you then have, the more content you’ll be… and that’s just not true.  

The truth is, we do see being rich as a ticket to contentment. I read this week about a guy named Thomas Pinnau, an executive with the Mars candy company.  

· Pinnau has an interesting title. His title is “Vice President of Indulgence.” No kidding! 

· Wouldn't you like to have that on your business card? And, as the VP of Indulgence, he’s charged with coming up with ideas like the creation of what are called “M&M Premiums.” 

· For example, for  $100, you can buy a small batch of designer M&M’s with your own face on them.  In other words, you really can consume yourself to death if you want to! 

In fact, this whole notion of Premiumization, has become a new corporate buzz word. The race to expand our appetites for luxury and consumption is never ending. 

· You can buy, I’m not making this up, Tasmanian rain water that sells for $25 for a bottle of water, because supposedly it was bottled in a place near where the WHO says has the cleanest air in the world. 

· If that’s not enough, you can now buy what is called Renova Black. Does anybody here know what Renova Black is? Designer toilet paper! 

· A builder of super-large track homes in our area (which we affectionately call McMansions) came up with a new sales pitch a few years ago.  

· They proudly advertised, “We sell what nobody needs.” Isn't that sick? 

· Of course, the human condition is, we need what nobody sells.

You know, oftentimes in business school, a strong emphasis is given to case studies… making in-depth studies of particular corporations. 

· And, when examining these corporations and the markets they represent, one school in particular will often ask themselves what may seem like a pretty strange question… “Who is winning today, greed or fear?” 
· Now, the idea is that when things are going well, when the charts are up and to the right, then greed is in the driver’s seat, because for the consumer, the upside of more always outweighs the downside of less.  

· So, if the corporation or industry is doing well… then clearly greed is winning over fear.

But then, if things start going badly, if the economy turns upside down, then everybody panics and then… fear is in the driver’s seat. 

· But, here’s the thing… isn’t it a little strange how they’ve limited themselves to only those two choices… greed or fear? 

· I wonder if they would ever ask the brightest and best students at this top-rated business school, who’s winning with this little community of human beings, mercy or integrity? 

· Who is winning today, gratitude or generosity? Those weren't options. For them, there are just two options in this economy…fear and greed.
So, let me ask you…  In our economy, in our world today, right now, who is winning, fear or greed? Fear is winning, and everybody knows. 
· In fact, the US government now is actually printing out a new dollar bill that better reflects this fearful mood of our nation [slide].   
· Actually, what’s so ironic about our currency is that on each bill a is a powerful phrase that says, “In God we trust.”  
And yet, for the vast majority, including so many of us as Christ-followers, the truth is that we trust the paper that phrase is written on more than the God it points us to.
· In Matthew 6:24, Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and money.

· You can serve and you can put your trust in God… or you can serve and put your trust in money.  

· But, if you put your trust in money… then you may just spend your life with either fear or greed in the driver’s seat. 

You know, economics is a very complex subject… and, even though my undergraduate degree was in economics, there’s still a whole lot I don’t know.  

· And yet, it does seem that part of why we are where we are right now is that whenever things are going well financially in our country, then lenders want to lend and borrowers want to borrow. 

· Why? Because, nobody wants to be left out… because, when things are going well, greed begins to fun somewhat out of control. 

· And so, in the late 90s, for example, you had so many people throwing everything thing they had into the high-tech market… 

· Leveraging everything, risking everything, because they didn't want to get left out on getting more.  

But that holds true not only for individuals… but corporations as well.  Not long ago, many US corporations would borrow $8 for every $1 they owned. 

· But then it got to the point where they were borrowing $30 for every $1 they owned. 

· And why? Because they didn’t want to miss out… because they believed that they could get a higher return on that borrowed money than the interest they’re paying on that borrowed money.  

· That’s called leveraging. And why are they leveraging everything? Because, they don't want to get left out. B/c greed is in the driver’s seat.

But then the bubble pops, and, all of a sudden fear takes over. Now lenders don't want to lend, builders don't want to build, hirers don't want to hire… 

· Suddenly, the interest they’re paying on those loans is higher than what they’re making on their investments.  

· And yet, through the ensuing downturn, there’s been no loss of competence… no loss of technology… no loss of know-how. So, what’s ultimately happened? 

· Basically, fear has just moved into the driver’s seat instead of greed. And it sends the market and all its speculators upside down.

But, guys… God’s intent is not for us to live in either fear or greed. The problem with greed, even more than fear, is that greed is one of those sins that’s hardest to see in ourselves. 

· Listen, some sins are fairly concrete… If I’m stealing something or lying to somebody, I pretty much know what I’m doing.  

· But greed is a little less tangible… because I can always find somebody who is more materialistic or a bigger spender than me… 

· There’s always someone to make me look good by comparison? Right?!

· Think of it this way… if there’s a group of people singing, but one of them is singing off key, who is the last one to know? It’s the one that’s singing off key. 

If there is a group of people, say in a small group, and one of them is greedy, who is the last one to know? 

· It’s the greedy guy, because part of greed’s seductiveness, part of greed’s destructiveness, is it blinds us to its own presence. 

· And yet, in spite of all its challenges, one of the hidden blessings that comes in a time of financial crisis is that when the crisis hits, then fear moves into the driver’s seat.  

· And while I might be blind to greed, its pretty clear to me what fear looks like.  And suddenly it becomes clear to me how I’ve been putting my trust in the wrong god. 

3.  I think a third myth Jesus would expose during a season like this is the myth of ownership… the ownership myth. 

Let me ask you… what is a two-year olds’ favorite word?  “No!” Guess what their second favorite word is? “Mine!” 

· It’s crazy how a two-year-old kid could think anything belongs to them. If a two-year-old went to court to try to establish a claim against the parent, “This is my stuff,” it would be laughable. 

· They would be thrown out of court… and yet, the idea of ownership runs so deep inside of us.
· I was just refereeing an argument between Rebecca and Sarah a few days ago… and, of course, one of them was blaming the other for “starting it,” saying that “she was touching MY STUFF.” 
Totally frustrated, I broke out into that oldie-but-goodie… “Your stuff? I’ll tell you what… let’s go to your room… and you can keep everything in there that you bought with money that you earned. You’re stuff? Nothing’s yours! It’s MINE, MINE, MINE!” 
· Of course, if I was being at all sensitive to what the Lord might have been saying through all of that, I may have felt him tapping my shoulder… “Craig… Craig… Son… It’s not your stuff either!”
· In Psalm 24:1 we read, “The Earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.” In Psalm 50, God says, “For every animal of the forest is Mine. The cattle on a thousand hills are Mine.” 
· In the Book of Haggai 2:8, we read, “’The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,’ declares the Lord.” 
· When it comes to the Earth… all of creation, all its resources, all its commodities, all its wealth, all its creatures, and all human inhabitants… are all His… HIS, HIS, HIS! 

Let me ask you another question. How many of you have ever driven a rental car? How many of you ever took that rental car to the car wash to get it washed? 
· How many of you ever stopped to get an oil change in that rental car?  Well… why not? Because it’s not yours. I’m not paying to get it washed. It’s not mine.  
· You see, here’s the deal about your money, here is the Jesus truth: Your money is not your money so don't worry about it. Don't clutch onto it. 
· Don't let it forge your sense of identity. Don't ever think that your net worth is your worth to God. Don't get all proud about it when it piles up. 
· Don't get all anxious about it when it dwindles down, because your money is not your money. I think that’s what Jesus would say. 
You see, guys… it’s through these difficult financial seasons that we can find freedom from the myth that we own anything. 
· He is the owner; I’m just a steward of what He offers to me on loan. That doesn’t mean we should be careless with money… we should never be careless with what God entrusts to us. 
· What it does mean is that we no longer have to let anxiety & fear rule us… we can put our faith in a God from whom all good things come.

· I think in these days, Jesus might have a few real practical steps for us to take, things that we can do to get kind of reoriented in a financially, anxiety-producing season. One of them is this:

1. I think it is a real good time for all of us to spend some time each day reflecting on what the Bible says about money, security and His faithfulness. 

I mean, just think about what it would mean walking through this financial season trusting God instead of money?  

· Just watch the news for 20 minutes.... it doesn’t leave you feeling all that secure and content.  

· The last few days alone have focused on the 6.5% unemployment rate, auto-industry bailouts, student-loan bailout, another bank going under… the 18th this year.  

· I mean, years ago when you opened a bank account, they’d throw in a free toaster.  Today you buy a toaster and they throw in a bank. I mean, that’s all some of them are worth right now! 

You watch the news and it’s all fear, fear, fear. You watch the commercials & ads between the news reports and it’s all greed, greed, greed. 
· It’s a good thing to watch or read the news… but it’s even more important to fill your heart & mind with something that holds true whether or not we’re living in a season of plenty or a season of want.  

· In Philippians 4:8-9, Paul wrote, “And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise. 9Keep putting into practice all you learned and received from me—everything you heard from me and saw me doing. Then the God of peace will be with you.”
· And then, in verse 19, he writes, “And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of His glory in Christ Jesus.”

It’s an amazing thing Paul’s writing here… especially as he’s sitting in a prison cell without any material possessions to give him comfort.
· He doesn't have a 401K. He doesn't have a checking account, no real estate, He doesn't have anything. Truth is, he’s been beaten and barely has his health. 
· So, what’s he holding onto in there in that cell?  I think its those first few words… “My God.” It’s the God who loves him… the God who will never leave him… the God who sent His only Son into the world to die for him.  

With all he is going through, he tells the Philippians, “My God will meet all your needs…” not according to what’s in your bank account; not how much is left in the stock market…
· You see, that’s not the Wall Street Ticker that matters.  Instead, he says, “My God will meet all your needs according to the riches of His glory in Christ Jesus.”
· And, believe me, those are the kinds of riches that don’t ebb and flow… the kind of riches the Dow Jones has no power over whatsoever.
· Truth is, I think about all the riches God has given me in Christ… friendship, forgiveness, intimacy, His abiding presence, the promise of eternal life… I could go on and on.  Truth is… I’m so rich. 
· I think Jesus would encourage us to set our attention in something better… something more reliable that the Dow.” “My God will meet all your needs according to the riches of His glory in Christ Jesus.” 

2. Then, I think Jesus would say this would be a real good season to think about, to help out, to pray for someone with greater needs than your own. 

Question: Is this the first economic downturn in 2000 years of Christianity, or has the Church faced one or two tough times before now? 

· Poverty, famine, persecution, epidemic, martyrdom, imprisonment… 

· Not only has Jesus’ people faced difficult times, it has been difficult times that have defined the Church. 

· It has been in the hardest difficult, most tough times that Jesus’ Church has shined the brightest in this shaky, dark world.
· In Luke 12:32-34, Jesus says to people who had way fewer resources than us, “So don’t be afraid, little flock. For it gives your Father great happiness to give you the Kingdom.  33Sell your possessions and give to those in need. This will store up treasure for you in heaven! And the purses of heaven never get old or develop holes. Your treasure will be safe; no thief can steal it and no moth can destroy it. 34Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.”
I shared earlier that, in no way was Jesus calling us to be careless with our money… and, in no way should we take this financial crisis lightly.  
· In fact, we need to be praying for the economy… but not just in terms of how it impacts us… but how it impacts the poor.  
· Truth is, when the economy goes down, the affluent are inconvenienced… but the poor are crushed. 
And it’s toward these poor that God’s heart beats so passionately for... We live in a world where 2 billion people right now are living on $2 a day. 

· Two billion people that God loves. You see, its particularly through times like these that we should take our spiritual temperature…
· Does my heart reflect the heart of God? Am I passionate about what He’s passionate about? Do I have heart like Jesus’ heart? 

· Do I care like God cares for single moms who are doing everything they can just to keep their children fed?  Do I care about the poor around me?  

What a sad thing it would be if the world were to see a bunch of relatively affluent Christians whose sole concern through this season was the setback of their own affluence? 

· You see, this moment we’re in is the kind of moment in history where we, as the church, can really redefine ourselves to the world around us… 

· Where we can be a church known for its concern for those beyond ourselves… for those most in need. 

· What an opportunity for the Church to shine as it has through the many challenging seasons of history

3. Then, I think Jesus would remind us that through the difficult storms of life, we really can turn to Him… that we really can trust Him and cling to Him. 

Out there in the midst of a severe storm on the Sea of Galilee, the disciples were terrified… wondering if they would even survive. 
· But then, in the darkest hour of the night, Jesus comes to them on the water and He says, “Don't be afraid. Don't be afraid of the storm. I’m with you. Don’t be afraid.” 
· 366 times through Scripture, we’re told not to be afraid… once for every day of the year plus another for leap year!  
· “Don't be afraid,” God says, “I’m with you. You can trust Me.” 
· Whatever your challenge may be right now… to whatever degree your facing financial stress and anxiety… to whatever degree your worried about the future, know this…

· “My God will meet all your needs according to the riches of His glory in Christ Jesus.” 
