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Jesus… Prince of Peace
December 18, 2003

Even though the Christmas season can swallow you up in all its busyness, it is still the most meaningful time of the year for me.  More than all of the commercial trappings of Christmas, what makes my Christmas special each year are just two sentences in Isaiah 9:6…
· For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
· I was reminded last week of how true those words are while attending a ceremony of the Market Street Mission.

· But what was so amazing was listening to the testimonies of a group of men who can honestly say that they’re alive today because Jesus saved them… not just in an eternal sense… but very much in the here and now.
Each one of them started their short messages giving thanks to Jesus… giving thanks to the One who came into this world, born to die, in order to rescue us back to Himself… back to that place of intimacy with our Father.
· They gave thanks to the One who would rise from that filthy cradle to that horrible cross.
· They gave thanks to the One who, in one breath, had spoken the universe into existence… who formed the sun in the palm of His hand and set it ablaze to serve as a furnace to warm His children…

· They gave thanks to the One who would leave the coronations of heaven to the condemnations of earth… the majesties of heaven for the miseries of earth; The throne of heaven for the tree of Calvary;  The songs of heaven for the sneers of earth
· It reminded me all over again that Jesus really is our Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Isaiah also announced in 7:14 that the Lord himself will give them (humanity) a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.   

· Isaiah later tells us what this child would do… in chapter 61 he writes that thru this child’s life, the brokenhearted would find peace, the captives would find freedom, and prisoners will be set free from the darkness.

· And so Jesus comes… out of eternity into our world… from omnipresence and omnipotence to the limitations of man…
· Born in that filthy feeding trough in that dirty stable…

· To be, as Paul writes in I Tim 2:16, “a ransom for us so that thru Him, we can walk in fellowship with our Heavenly Father.”
And yet, the simple reality is that, in spite of all of this, we struggle to walk in that kind of intimate fellowship with God… we struggle to receive and walk in His love and grace.

· And why?  Why is it so hard?  What we saw when we looked at Ephesians 6 a few months ago was that even though we’re His kids… on His team… even though He’s given us the best equipment and best teammates… and even though He’s shown us everything we need to know to cross that end zone… there is another reality that we can never forget…

· That there is another team on the playing field who will do everything they can to not only keep us from getting to that end zone… but will make every effort to lure us out of the game altogether…
· At the very least trying to whisper lies in our ears that even if God is a loving, intimate Father, that He’d never want to hang around with people like you and me. 
· In John 10, Jesus calls Satan a thief… a thief whose purpose, is to rob us of what is ours because of Jesus… to rob us of the kind of joy and peace that Jesus came to bring.
What I’d like to do this morning, then, is to look at one of the ways that Satan tries to keep us from experiencing Jesus’ love and intimacy in our lives… and how, in spite of that, we can walk in deeper, richer fellowship with our Heavenly Father.

· To do that, I’d like us to look at 2 Corinthians 10:3-5.

“For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.  4The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  5We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.”
· The weapons that Jesus give us to plow through the enemies’ defense have “Divine Power.”  
· That word for power is dunatos from which we get the word dynamite.”

· In other words, God has given us this “explosive power”, with which we can not only overcome, but destroy the strongholds that keep us from walking in deeper intimacy with Him and which keep us from receiving more of His love in our lives.

There was a show on TV some time ago that looked at how demolition experts lay the explosives down for buildings they wanted to demolish… buildings that were a city block long.

· Instead of the old “wrecking ball”, these explosives would cause a huge building to come down in a matter of seconds.

· That’s a picture of what Paul is talking about in terms of God’s power at work in our lives to demolish those strong places in us.

· Unlike that building, we don’t usually see the answer in seconds… we might be placing the dynamite of the Spirit for days, weeks, maybe months.

· But every time we take up our spiritual weapons and use them against the strongholds of the enemy, sooner or later God will detonate what your prayers have laid down.
There are several distinct words here that define the kind of strongholds Jesus wants to break…
· First Paul writes that through God’s power in our lives, we can demolish arguments.  
· That word for argument is logizmos, which can be defined as the accumulated wisdom & knowledge you’ve learned over time.  And this accumulated wisdom affects how we see and interpret the world & events around us.
· These logizmos would include one’s philosophy (such as humanism, rationalism, racism, materialism), and religion (Hinduism, Buddhism, atheism).
Our pasts have so much to do with forming those logizmos in our lives.

· Deep rejection, abuse, or traumatic experiences, can create a logizmos, a mindset, in our lives that ends up affecting how we view the world around us.

· And these “mindsets” then affect your ability to understand and receive God’s love in your life… or the love of another person.

· In other words, when we face a new situation in our lives, before we even cognitively think through something, that mindset inside of you makes you interpret what is happening through the lenses of that rejection or hurt, for example.

· If you’ve experienced abandonment in your life… than a simple argument with a friend or spouse can cause tremendous insecurity and fear in you.   

If you’ve experienced ridicule or put downs while growing up, then even a healthy correction by a close friend can bring you to despair or anger.
· What is it for you?  What areas in your life… what mindset or logizmos do you have in your life that keep you, for example, from receiving what God has for you?

· Insecurity (God won’t care for me)?  Rejection (God can’t love me)?  Condemnation (I’m never good enough)?  Performance (He can’t love me b/c I’m not spiritual enough)

Just understand that Satan is at work to cut us off from the blessings that Jesus wants to lavish in our lives.  That’s why we read in 2 Corinthians 4:4 how Satan blinds the minds of the unbeliever… so that they can’t see the riches that are ours in Jesus.

· In the country Joyce and I used to live in, Tajikistan, the Soviet government forced the Tajiks to learn the Cyrillic alphabet almost overnight.  Their goal was to begin separating the Tajiks from their Persian/Islamic identity… so that the Tajiks couldn’t read Persian (and Islamic literature, etc).

· Satan is at work creating these logizmos or mindsets in us… and his intention is the same… to cut us off from our identity as His kids… to cut us off from the Father’s love by creating mindsets which make it difficult for us to believe His love let alone receive His love.

· And once we buy into these mindsets, they become strongholds in our minds… that govern they way we see the world around us… no matter how far from the truth that brings us.
The Lord of the Rings Trilogy speaks so much about this… and I want to show several different clips from the Two Towers to illustrate what I believe Paul is talking about here in 2 Cor. 10.
· Even if the LOTR isn’t your cup of tea, the book is still considered, across the globe, to be the book of the 20th Century.

· In fact, each of the three LOTR installments (FOTR, Two Towers, Return of the King) are among the top ten biggest grossing movies ever.

· And I believe one of the reasons for this is its’ clear delineation between good and evil.  You’ve got the good guys… and the bad guys… and you know which is which!

· Really… in this day when Nativity Scenes and the Ten Commandments are being taken off public property while societies’ moral fabric continues to fade, people are drawn to the movie’s clear portrayal of what is good and what is bad.

· The movie’s two principle heroes are a tiny hobbit named Frodo who resists the temptation of the One Ring and a Aragorn (Strider)… a who leads the battle against the evil Sauron and Saruman.
In the first scene I’d like to show, Eowyn and her brother Eomer are telling Théoden, king of Rohan, how his son has been wounded by the enemy… but Worm-tongue (an agent of the evil Saroman) whispers lies to him… cutting him off from the truth.  

· Because Théoden chose to buy into Wormtongue’s lies, you’ll see the effects of the mindset or logizmos that Théoden to be alienated from those who love him.

· It is a picture of how Satan reinforces these strongholds in our lives by whispering His lies into our lives.
· Show Clip (the Banishment of Eomer, 1:06’)

· If you don’t know Jesus, know that Satan is always at work to keep you from the One who really loves you… from the One who chose to come into this world so that you could know and experience the Father’s love.

We see in the Bible that there is nothing good in Satan… that his aim is to separate us from relationship with God… and then, if you have that relationship with God through Jesus… from intimacy with Him.

· And believe me… in trying to separate us from relationship and intimacy with the Father, Satan will not play fair… and he will never feel sorry for the hurt he inflicts.
· He will always take advantage of our hurt, our woundedness, our weaknesses.

· If you grew up in an alcoholic home, he will not fight fare b/c he feels bad for you… he will whisper lies to strengthen whatever stronghold that experience in your life may have caused.

· If you have experienced physical or emotional abuse, if you struggle with depression or anger… than without remorse he will take advantage of those areas in our lives to form mindsets that will make it more difficult for us to receive the Father’s love.

· Peter writes in 1 Peter 5:8 that Satan is like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.

· And he will always prey on our weakness.  He knows what discourages you… he knows the areas of fear that are in your life… he knows where the breach in the wall is in our lives… and he will go after those areas… to create logizmos’ that will keep you from experiencing the Father’s love.

In this next scene, look at how Worm-tongue preys on Eowyn after Théoden’s son dies and Eomer is banished.  Look at how, in the midst of her grief, tries to twist the truth and convince her that everyone has abandoned her.

· Show clip #2 (Worm-tongue and Eowyn, 2:03’)
· Always know that the reason Satan is working so hard is because He is hates what we become when we find that place of peace and joy in the Father’s presence.

· In fact, there is a scene in the Two Towers (extended version) where Gandalf is speaking to Aragorn… and he tells him that Sauron is afraid of him because of what he could become.

· And what he may become is what this last part of the trilogy is ultimately about.

· You see, Satan will always be afraid of what will happen if the truth of God’s Word permeates our lives. 

· If you embrace God’s love and healing… and then extend that love and healing to others… then think of what will happen?!

· That’s why he wants to build those strongholds in our minds to keep us from receiving God’s love… from experiencing healing from our past hurts… why he wants to keep us from experiencing healthy relationships, etc.

So, how do we defeat this?  Not just to survive out on the playing field, but to experience the victory in our lives?  How do we stand against the strongholds in our lives… and the lies Satan whispers into our minds?
· We already saw one example of this when Eowyn recognizes Wormtongue’s lies for what they are… lies!

· His lies… his words ARE like poison!  

· We need to figure this out more in our own lives… that he’ll whisper the same kind of lies to you…

“There is no way God is going to answer your prayers.  God isn’t going to help you… b/c YOU’RE responsible for where you’re at!  The reason you’re so miserable is b/c of your own sin… and if you hadn’t done that you wouldn’t be in the situation where you are now.  So, forget about turning back to God and praying to Him… because God won’t help you.”
· In the middle of the night, while driving in the car, while sitting in a class, while doing the laundry, he’ll whisper those accusing thoughts:  

· “You’re a failure, you’re worthless, you’re a terrible mother, your child wouldn’t have turned out that way if you weren’t such a bad father, you’re a hypocrite, you’re a terrible wife, you’ve opened yourself up sexually… you chose to do what you did… you made your bed now you lie in it… you’re on your own.”
· What kind of lies has he been whispering to you lately?  
The first thing we need to do to demolish those strongholds in our lives is to identify the lies and the strongholds… and then renounce the lies/strongholds with the truth.
· “It’s not true that God won’t forgive me… He’s already forgiven me… and I choose to receive and walk in that forgiveness!”
· Do you remember what the first piece of the armor is that Paul describes in Eph. 6?  It is the Belt of Truth.
· In John 8:32, Jesus said, “You shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free.”

· In John 17: 15,17 He said, “My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.  Sanctify them by the truth, your word is truth.”

Remember that we’ve been given Divine Power to Demolish every logizmos… every mindset and all the patterns of behavior and responses they produce in our lives.
· Remember that Jesus’ heart is for those strongholds not simply to be weakened… but demolished.

· Jesus wants to utterly destroy the strongholds which hurt us so much in our lives… He wants to destroy all of those things that stand between us and Him!
· Do you believe He wants to do that… do you believe He can do this for you?!  He can… I promise you, He can.

In this last clip, we see that demonstrated in how Gandalf comes to set King Théoden free.  Notice the way the scene ends… where Gandalf says to Théoden, “Breathe the free air again.”

· Then Théoden says, “Dark have been my dreams of late.”
· Show Clip #3 (Théoden is set free, 4:58’)
Each of us have areas of our lives which long to “breathe the free air again”.  If there are areas of your life in which you are believing the lies of the enemy…

· If you have felt hopeless… like you could never experience victory…

· If you feel you’ve become like Théoden, that you’ve grown hard and cold… and that there’s no way out… no exit…

· Then know that you do not need to be subject to those lies… you don’t need to be subject to those mindsets that keep you from living lives of intimacy and friendship with God.
· Know that you don’t have to be subject to the past… to the brokenness and hurt.

· That the mighty power of God is available to demolish these things in our lives.
Jesus is our Mighty God… our Prince of Peace… who has come to set us free from the bill of goods Satan sold us… and lead us into intimate relationship with the Father.

· We still need to take everything thought captive, as Paul writes in verse 5, posting that sentry at the door of your mind… making sure that you don’t buy into any more of his lies.
· But as we do that… leaning solely on the power of God at work in our lives to demolish these strongholds, we can begin experiencing freedom today.

MINISTRY TIME:

-  Are there any areas of your life you have given up to the enemy?

-  Has God exposed any lies that you may have started to believe?

-  Are you held back from experiencing God’s love because of some mindset you have… that       

    perhaps has come from something in your past or by believing Satan’s lies?

(influence for this sermon come from a sermon on the same passage by Phil Chorlian… and from chapter 10 of Dutch Sheet’s book, Intercessory Prayer (dealing with logizmos)
