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The Holy Spirit, Part 4: The Spirit Directed Life

June 1st, 2008

Prior to His arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane, one of the most difficult moments for Jesus’ disciples took place when He told them, in John 16:5, that He was going to be leaving them. 

· After all this time… what could He possibly mean by that? You’re leaving? How can you just leave us, Jesus? 

· In fact, we’re told in verse 6 that they were all filled with grief. 

· For three years they've been captivated by Him… by the words He said… and the things He’s done. 

· They've built their whole lives around their one desire… to be with Him, to be in His presence.

· And now he says he's leaving? You’re kidding, right?! 

But then Jesus goes on, in verse 7, to make what I believe is one of the most staggering statements he ever makes. 

· He says, "But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you." 
· "It's a good thing for you that you go? You're going to leave and you say it's a good thing for me?”
· I’m sure they were all just standing there… looking at each other… trying to figure out whether this was just a bad joke. 

The problem is that they knew Jesus well enough to know He wouldn’t have taken something like that so lightly. 

· I mean, all of these disciples probably experienced what we did when we were kids… 

· When we’d hear our parents say, just before they’d give that little spanking, “This is going to hurt me more than it's going to hurt you."
· You see, even as kids, we were just smart enough to know how unbelievably untrue that is.

· After all, parents just say that to ease their own conscience… and to keep their kids from getting mad at them. 

But Jesus doesn’t say this just to keep the disciples from getting angry or sad. He's telling them this for one reason. 

· Jesus is saying that it really is better to live in the era of the Spirit than in the days when Jesus lived in the flesh. 

· I want you to think about that for a moment. On the Bible's authority, right here in your life, you have the advantage over people who looked Jesus in the face and heard his voice.
· So, He says in John 16:7, “But I tell you the truth:  It is for your good that I am going away.  Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.”

The Greek work, which is translated “counselor” doesn’t have an exact equivalent in English, but has the meaning of “one who’s called alongside of another person to offer assistance.”

· Jackie Robinson was the first black man to play major league baseball.  

· And yet, because he broke through baseball’s color barrier, he faced hostile, jeering crowds in every stadium.

· Well, one day, while playing in his home stadium in Brooklyn, he committed an error. 

· So, the fans began to ridicule him.  He stood at second base, humiliated, while the fans shouted out every kind of name.

But then, shortstop Pee Wee Reese came over and stood next to him.  He put his arm around Jackie Robinson and faced the crowd.  The fans grew quiet… and that was the end of it.

· Robinson later said that Pee Wee Reese’s gesture that day… putting his arm around his shoulder, literally saved his career.

· You the Holy Spirit is the One who so passionately desires to come and put His arm around us.  

· In this way, the Spirit is our advocate, comforter, ally… even a friend.

Well, this morning, I want to talk a little bit about how the Holy Spirit works in our everyday lives as our advocate and comforter… and how we can each live a more Spirit-directed life.

· But before I do that, I want to start off by talking about the role the Holy Spirit played in the life of Jesus.

· And so, we’re gonna start off here with some classroom time… where we’re I’m gonna get a little teachy.  Ok? Ready for this?  
· So, let’s start with these two statements: First… that Jesus was a real human being. And secondly, that Jesus is and always was fully God.

Now, historically, there have been two main heresies about Jesus. The most prominent one in our day is that Jesus wasn't really God.

· That's the one that we hear a lot about. 

· Somebody will say, "He was a good man. He was a wise, moral teacher, but he wasn't really God." But that wasn’t the earliest heresy. 

· The earliest heresy was just the opposite. It was that Jesus wasn't really human. This heresy was called Docetism. 

Now, the word Docetism comes from the Greek verb dokeho, which means "to seem."

· The idea here was that he seemed human, he looked human, but he really wasn't human. He was just pretending. 

· So, according to them, when we’re told in John 1:14 that “the Word became flesh,” the writer was only speaking figuratively.

· Let me give you an example of a twentieth century version of Docetism… can you guess who I’m talking about?

· Faster than a speeding bullet. More powerful than a locomotive. Able to leap tall buildings in a single bound. Look! Up in the sky! It’s a bird. It’s a plane. It’s Superman!”
· You see, Superman seemed human/looked human enough… but was he? 
“Yes, it’s superman, strange visitor from another planet who came to earth with powers and abilities far beyond those of mortal men. Superman, who can change the course of mighty rivers, bend steel in his bare hands. And who, disguised as Clark Kent, mild-mannered reporter for a great metropolitan newspaper, fights a never-ending battle for truth, justice and the American way.”
When I was a kid, I loved Superman. In fact, I wanted to be Superman. I wanted his X-ray vision. I wanted to be able to fly. I wanted to leap over tall buildings in a single bound!

· The problem is that as much as he may have disguised himself as Clark Kent, it was just a disguise.

· Superman was not human at all. And, because of that, as much as I could admire him, I could never be like him… because he's not human. 

· You see, the New Testament writers are really insistent on this point: that Jesus was a real human being.

In Hebrews 15:2, the writer says that Jesus became like us, like His fellow human beings, "In every way." 
· Hebrews 4:15 says, "For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet without sin."
· That's an amazing thought. You think of the temptations that you've experienced… arrogance, pride, bitterness, and lust (to name a few).. 

· The Bible says Jesus has been tempted in every way, just as we are, yet without sin. He knows about temptation… though He never gave into them. 

But, here's another remarkable thing from the Gospel of Luke 2:52. Luke tells us that when Jesus was a boy growing up, He grew in wisdom. 

· Now, think about that for a moment. That means, according to Scripture, Jesus had to learn things, as you and I do, through hard work. 

· According to the Bible, even as an adult, there were things that Jesus didn’t know. 

· One time he was talking about when the end of the world will come, for example… 

· And he says about that day and hour in Mark 13:32, "No one knows, not even the Son, only the Father." You see, while Jesus was fully God, He was also fully human. 

And yet, in the song, "Away in a Manger," for example, we sing, "The cattle are lowing. The poor baby wakes. But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes." 

· Has anybody here ever had one of those "no crying" babies? We never had one of those. 

· There’s just no place in the Bible that says, "Little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes." 
· He was a real baby. He didn’t lie there in the crib thinking to himself, "Well, I'm an omniscient little infant, but I'll just gurgle and coo to fool Mary and Joseph while I'm here."
· The eternal Son of God somehow, in ways we don't fully understand, limited all that knowledge and all that power and became a real person. 

Unlike Clark Kent, Jesus really got tired, really got hungry, really got thirsty. He had to grow in wisdom. He had to ask questions and learn things, like you and me. 

· Unlike Superman, bullets didn’t bounce off his chest. He bled and he cried and he knew loneliness and anguish.

· So, here's what I want to ask you… If Jesus really did become human… if He limited himself like that in some miraculous fashion we don't fully understand

· And if he really did become like us in every way, but without sin, where did he get the power to do what he did?
In Luke chapter 3, we read that Jesus was baptized… and that when he was baptized, the heavens opened up. 

· And it says in Luke 3:22, "The Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven saying to Jesus, 'You are my son whom I love. With you, I am well pleased.'"

· Then, after the baptism, we’re told in 4:1 that, "Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert. For forty days he was tempted by the devil." 

· He was led by the Spirit!  In other words, even Jesus submitted to the leadership and guidance of the Holy Spirit in his life. 

Then, in verse 14, we're told that Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and that news about him spread through the whole countryside. 

· He goes to Nazareth and on the Sabbath day, He went into the synagogue, as He usually did.   

· And while He was there, a scroll containing the Book of Isaiah was handed to him.  

· He opened the scroll… and as we see from Luke 4:18, this is what He read…

· "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”
The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fixed on him.  You could hear a pin drop.  He looked back at them and said, “Today, this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
· So, let me ask you again… How was it that Jesus was able to proclaim freedom for the prisoners? 

· How was He able to give sight to the blind? How was He able to release the oppressed?

· Jesus answered this Himself. He said, because… “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me.”
· You see, the secret to Jesus' power, in His life and ministry on earth, is that he lived in utter reliance on this incredible partnership between Himself the Holy Spirit. 

Now, maybe you’ve heard me or someone else talking about there being an anointing on someone. What does that mean? Well, it comes from the Old Testament.

· You see, when a person was to be set apart to serve God, somebody who was representing God would place some oil on the person's forehead as a way of saying, 

· "This person has a mission from God. They've been set apart and equipped by the Spirit to carry out God’s assignment in their life." 
Maybe some of you have seen the deeply theological film called "The Blues Brothers." 

· It's the story of these two guys, Jake and Elwood, who are felons and kind of "wanna be" blues musicians. 

· Well, if you remember, Jake and Elwood spend most of their time during the movie trying to escape the police and raise money for an orphanage. 

· And every now and then through the movie, somebody would ask them what they're up to.  

· And each time they’d say, "We’re on a mission from God." 

· It’s the irony of the movie… that these two felons… these two "wanna be" blues musicians, could be on a mission from God. 

And yet, over and over again in Scripture, God takes the unlikeliest people, and he gives them a mission. He says, "I'm going to use you to be a blessing." 
· Of course, there's nothing magic about the oil, but it was kind of a symbol of the fact that the Spirit was going to rest on this person… that He was about to equip and empower that person.

· So in 1 Samuel 10:1, we're told Samuel takes a flask of oil and pours it on Saul's head. And he says,  "Saul, you da man. You're on a mission from God." 

· And of course, Saul says, "I'm not the man. My tribe- My clan's the smallest of all the tribes of Israel." 
· But then we're told in verse 10 of that chapter that the Sprit of God came on him with power when he was anointed. 

The, later, in 1 Samuel 16:13, we’re told that “Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed David in the presence of his brothers." 
· Samuel says, "David, you da man. You're on a mission from God." 

· And, of course, all of David's brothers thought, "He's not the man. He's the runt of the litter. He's just a little shepherd boy." 

· But then, it says in 1 Samuel 16:13, "And from that day on, the Spirit of the Lord came upon David in power."
You see, this symbolic anointing with oil would be important whenever Saul or David would face critical crossroads… reminding them how the Spirit was with them.

· Sometimes they lived up to their anointing… and sometimes they didn't. 

· And so Israel began to look forward to the day when someone would come who had the full anointing of the Spirit of God. 

· They referred to this anticipated person as the Messiah. And do you remember what the Hebrew word, Messiah, meant? 

The word, Messiah, simply meant, "the anointed one." One who would experience the full anointing and empowering of the Spirit…  

· Someone who would live in real partnership with the Holy Spirit.

· And, by the way, the Greek word for Messiah was the word Christos… or Christ. It simply meant, “anointed one.” 

· And so, it was no small thing that Jesus began His public ministry saying, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because He has anointed me.” 

· Truth is, Jesus' whole life was an adventure with the Spirit. Every moment, every day, was a partnership between Jesus “the anointed One” and the Spirit who anointed him. 

Jesus was conceived by the Spirit, baptized by the Spirit, and anointed by the Spirit. He was led into the wilderness by the Spirit. 

· He moved into His ministry at the power of the Spirit. Matthew 12:28 says that Jesus caste out evil spirits by the Spirit of God. 

· Paul says in Romans 1, that he has been designated the Son of God by the Spirit, through the resurrection.

· Peter sums all this up in Acts 10:38, "God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit in power, and he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him." 

And yet, you need to understand that the Bible's teaching on this business of the anointing doesn’t end there. 
· In 2 Corinthians 1:21, Paul writes, “Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.” 
· Guys… you need to understand this… you need to walk in this… you need to remember this just as Saul and David did…

· That you are the Lord's anointed. You have the anointing… everyone in this room who knows and follows Christ. It doesn't come and go.

It doesn't depend on how you feel–whether or not you feel anointed. You are the anointed. God has anointed you and set his Spirit in your heart.

· The Holy Spirit has come on you with power. What happened supremely in the life of Jesus… has also happened to you. 

· You see, Jesus Christ is not just the forgiver of sins. He's not just your Savior and Friend. He's not just your hope. 

· With all of those things… He is also the supreme example of what human life can become when lived fully in the Spirit. 

Jesus was guided and given power from one moment to the next, all through his life, by the Holy Spirit. 

· And now, He’s poured out that anointing on you and me. 

· And that anointing is so strong that Jesus says that it’s better for you to live in the Spirit’s anointing today than to have lived side by side with Him while He walked this earth.

· And yet, we can look at how Jesus walked with the Spirit as an example of how we can walk with the Spirit in our day-to-day lives.
In John, chapter 5:17, for example, Jesus says, “My Father is always at work.” This is a pretty powerful statement….

· God is always at work… He’s doing stuff here right now… in this church… in your heart… thru the worship… God is always at work!  

· But then Jesus adds this statement.  He says, “My Father is always at work and I too and working.”

· You see, there’s a cooperative work b/t the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Earlier in John 5, for example, Jesus enters Jerusalem and sees a large number of disabled men and woman lying at the Pool of Bethesda hoping to be healed.

· And yet, amongst all those people, we’re told, in verse 6 that one of them caught Jesus’ attention… someone who had been disabled for over 38 years.

· So, He walks up to this man and says, in verse 8, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.”
You see, the Father is always at work… and amongst all those who were disabled there at the Pool of Bethesda that day, as much as He loved all of them, there was one whom God was choosing to minister at that moment of time.

· And so, knowing that, Jesus prays for just that one man… because He says, in verse 19 that He only does what He sees the Father doing!

· The Father shows Jesus what He’s doing, Jesus responds in the power of the Holy Spirit… and the man is healed.

· You see, guys, that same partnership… that same dance between the Father, Son, and Spirit… needs to characterize how we live our lives.

Listen to what Jesus says here in verse 19.  He says, “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by Himself; He can only do what He sees the Father doing.”
· If this is true for Jesus, then how much more is this true for you and I?  

· You see, guys… this is the Spirit-directed life.  Jesus went on to say in verse 20, “For the Father loves the Son and shows Him all He does.”

· Well… who else does the Father love?  You!  God wants to show you what He is doing.  

· But this partnership requires not only that God would speak… but that we would listen.

You see, ministry isn’t about us running around busy all the time… it’s not about asking God to bless us as we respond to every need around us. 

· Instead, it’s about expressing your heart as David did when he said, “Show me Your ways, O Lord.” 

· In other words, show me what You’re doing Father… 

· and then responding to however He might want you to participate in what He’s doing… in the power of the Spirit.

The problem is that this is easier said than done!  So… how do we simply do what the Father’s doing?

· Keep in mind that the Father didn’t appear to Jesus before healing the disabled man at the Pool of Bethesda.  

· He knew the Father’s heart… because He heard the Father’s voice.

· You see, like Jesus, there’s a kind of spiritual perception, which we need to cultivate in our lives…

· And that starts with our living in our calling as… first and foremost… a people of His presence.

Jesus said in John 10:27, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them and they follow me.”
· If we’d purpose to live lives in the Father’s presence…  If we’d purpose to walk in step with the Holy Spirit… living in His fullness…

· If we’d make worship our ultimate calling… and living in purity our ultimate gift to Him, then guys…

· You’ll discover a “flow” to life and ministry that you’ve never experienced before. 

· Because ministry always flows out of His presence.  In fact, His power always flows out of His presence as well. 

· It’s why Jesus said in John 15 that “unless you abide in Me you won’t bear fruit...”  

And so… when you go to Starbucks or Borders to get your coffee, for example, know that the Father is at work there!

· When you go to school or back to the office, know that the Father is at work there.

· That doesn’t mean He’s going to ask you to participate in what He’s doing.  

· But, if you choose to listen… and if you choose to be responsive… then when He does ask you to participate with what He’s doing, you’ll experience such rich fruit in your life.

· Just think of what could happen if you asked God through your day, “God, I know You’re at work here.  So, if you want me to do something, just let me know.”
Truth is, this is the most profound ministry question you can learn to ask. “Father, What are you doing?” 

· I prayed that at Barnes & Noble some time ago and within two seconds, a man started talking to me.  

· He was a Nigerian believer whom I think I was able to encourage a little.

· Maybe you’ll be in a situation that is a little outside your comfort-zone.  Well… just take a deep breath… and then ask Him for some help…

· "Spirit, give me wisdom. Guide me and empower me. Help me know what to do." 

We’re told in Mark 13:11 "Don't worry beforehand about what you should say, for it will not be you speaking. It will be the Holy Spirit."
· Making all this a habit in your life really will lead to a richly interactive life with God… 

· A beautiful partnership between yourself and the Holy Spirit. 

· In fact, it’s this anointing… it’s this infilling of the Spirit… that caused Jesus to say that it’s better for us that He goes away, so the Spirit can come and dwell in us…

· So, we can really live a Spirit-directed life.

---------------------------------------

Ministry Time:

The Spirit-directed, Spirit-guided life begins in one place… and one place alone.  And, that’s His presence.  Guys, He’s called us to be a people of His presence… He’s called us to abide in Him.

· If you’re here this morning and you’ve gotten away from living in His presence… then would you respond to His invitation to “Come to Him”?

· If you’re here this morning and feel a million miles away from the idea that you’ve been anointed by God... then would you come up for prayer. I want to pray again for the infilling of the Spirit. 

· If you’ve allowed something to get in between you and God… would you choose this morning to deal with that?

· Seriously… would you even humble yourself and get prayer for that?

· If you’re just hungry for more… if you’re just hungry to live more of a Spirit-directed life… would you get prayer this morning?

