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The Holy Spirit, Part 2: God’s Indwelling Presence

May 18th, 2008
As we continue our series on the Holy Spirit this morning, I want to focus in on what it means to be a people of His presence.

· Truth is, presence is one of the great gifts of life.  I mean, what is there that can really take the place of presence?

· Not telephone calls, not gifts, not pictures, not mementos.  Ultimately, I don’t think anything can.

· Just ask the person who has lost a lifelong mate what they miss the most.  The answer will likely be… “Presence.”

When we’re struggling, for example, we don’t need soothing words nearly as much as we need loved ones to be present.

· What makes shared life so special… walks, concerts, games, home group, BBQs, church... what makes all these things so special is… presence.

· And, you know… It’s not an accident we’re like this. God made us this way!  As a personal, relational God, He simply made us in His image.

· And so, when you read about the Garden in Genesis 2, you see not only a God who loves dwelling with His children… 

· But two children who just loved being with Him each and every day… Each and every day… until the Fall… until sin got in the way.

Over the past few days, I had the opportunity to get away a bit down in Long Beach Island.  In fact, I just got back early this morning.

· But, as I was walking along the beach yesterday, I felt unsettled about the message I was going to be sharing this morning.  

· I asked God what He wanted me to do. And, what I believe He said was very simple. I felt in my heart Him saying, “speak about My presence.”  

· So, guys… call me crazy… but this morning, I’m going to speak about His presence… about being a people of His presence.  

You know, whenever I think about hungering after the presence of God, my thoughts always go back to Exodus 33.  

· It’s one of my favorite passages of Scripture… one that I’ve spoken about before. 

· For me, illustrates so well what God has called us to be as God’s children

-
While you’re turning to it, let me paint for you the scene that we’re in. 

-
Moses has just led the Israelites out of their captivity in Egypt… for the first time in their lives, they’re free!  

And not only do they get to witness God’s incredible power in setting them free from Egyptian captivity… not only did they get to witness God’s amazing power in the parting of the Red Sea… 

-    but now, God tells them that He is going to lead them to that land He had promised to Abraham… that land flowing with milk and honey.

-
And yet, it wouldn’t take Moses very long to discover that this journey… between where they were and that land flowing with milk and honey… would not be easy.  

You see, in Exodus 33, Moses has just come down from Mt. Sinai for the first time after receiving the law, which God has written on two stones.  

-   The problem was that once he got far enough down the mountain, he found     

     his people worshipping a golden calf they had forged with their own hands.

-
He was so angry that he threw the 10 commandments down and broke the two tablets God had given them.

-
So, he cries out to God in verse 12, “God, you’ve called me to lead your people to this wonderful place… but how in the world will we ever get there?   How is this ever going to happen?”
-
It must have been overwhelming for Moses.  How could he do what God’s called him to do?

Then God speaks to Moses, in verse 14, “My presence will go with you.”  That’s just what Moses needed to hear.  
· Moses says to God, in verse 14&15,  “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here.”
· “That land flowing with milk and honey means nothing to me, if it means not having You, God.  So, if You’re not going with us, keep us in this desert… at least I know you are here!”

You see, deep in his heart, Moses got it.  He understood that God’s presence is our daily bread. It’s what gives us life.

· Even today, God’s presence is still our daily bread. His presence through the Spirit is what gives us life. 

· That’s why David said, “It’s in Your Presence, Lord, that there is fullness of joy.”
Even as I prayed for this service this morning… I know that ultimately, it’s not about my sermon… or the worship the musicians lead us in… 

· Instead, it’s all about Him.  “Lord, it’s your presence we want this morning… nothing else.” (Yes, we want power… but as we talked about last week… where His manifest presence is, there His power will be as well)

-
I say all that b/c I want you to understand that our greatest value as a church will never be found in the things we can accomplish as a church.
-
Rather, what brings value to this church is the Father’s Presence. 

I only wish that I could tell you that I’ve never strayed from that.  Truth is, I have.  There are times where other things have become more important to me.  

· I didn’t realize at the time… I probably said all the right things.  And yet, my actions cried out louder than my words…

· That what was most important related to our growth as a church… and the impact we were having in our community… and how I felt about me. 

But with my whole heart this morning, I believe I can honestly say that I’d rather be a church of 20 living in His presence… hungry for Jesus… living Spirit-directed and empowered lives…

· Than be a church of a 1000 with a staff of 20 doing things in our strength.  

· Honestly, aren’t you tired of doing things in your own strength… living the Christian life in your own strength?  I sure am.

· Isn’t your spirit crying out for the kind of abundant life Jesus spoke about in John 10… crying out for something more?

· You see, there’s nothing more important… nothing more life-giving than to live life in His Presence.

Of course, there are things that get in the way of that.  We’ll talk about that more next week.

· All I know is that I’ve gotten off track a times… but God has been so gracious to me… calling me back to what’s most important… back to Him.

· And, I think He’s calling you this morning as well… inviting you back into deeper intimacy with Him.

· I mean, without that… what really do we have?

· Even Moses says in verse 16, “Unless you go with us… what will distinguish us from all the other people on the face of the earth?”

And so, God promised to go with Israel to the Promised Land.  And how did He “go” with them? Well, we’re told in Isaiah 63 that “He set His Holy Spirit among them.”
· And yet, for us, God has done way more than “set” His Spirit amongst us.  

· In Jeremiah 31:31-34, God spoke of a new covenant He would make with His people… a covenant he would “write on their hearts.”
· Ezekiel goes further, connecting this new covenant to the Spirit, whom God was going to “set in you.”  (See 36:26-27/37:14)
This is what happened at Pentecost.  It was that moment of history where God poured out the Spirit on all of us.  

· In other words, through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, God is with each us right now.

· In writing to the Corinthians, Paul writes in 6:19-20, “Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God?”

Remember, because of Israel’s disobedience, God was not going to lead Israel to the Promised Land. Instead, He was going to send an angel to lead them.

· Realizing what this means, we’ve already seen Moses calling out to God… “Unless you go with us, what will distinguish us from all the other people on the face of the earth?” 
· You see, for Moses… for all the people of Israel… being a people of His presence is what… more than anything else… defined who they were as a people.

· So, when God’s people were in exile in Persia, for example, the great hope of the people wasn’t that they’d one day get their homes back in Judah… 

· Rather… their hope was in the promised return of God’s presence.

You see, even worse than the destruction of Jerusalem… even worse than their exile… were Ezekiel’s words in Ezekiel 10 where they were told that the “glory of the Lord” had departed from the temple.  

· God’s glory… His manifest presence… had departed not because the temple was destroyed… but because of their ongoing sin against Him.  

· And yet God offered them this one great prophetic promise later in Ezekiel 37:27.

· He said, “My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God and they will be My people.”
When I think about Moses and all his strengths as a leader, what always gets my attention… more than anything else… is his love for the Father’s presence.

· I read this story and say, God, I want to be more like that! That’s why I’m so excited to spend this summer studying the life of Moses.

· Whenever Israel would stop to pitch their tents, Moses would set up a tent outside the camp, called the "Tent of Meeting".

· We read about this in verse 7-11 of Exodus 33.  Anyone could have come and met with the Lord in the Tent of Meeting… that’s what it was for.  

But we read that they pretty much left that up to Moses.  The people chose to live out their relationship with God through Moses... and yet, God was inviting all of them to share in His presence. 

· Truth is, it wasn’t just that God wanted them to come into His presence… He also wanted to be in theirs… He wanted to be their God. 

· Actually, there was one person, who, like Moses, not only went to the tent of meeting but never wanted to leave... that was Joshua.

· Joshua got it.  He had such a heart for God's presence... so its no surprise that He was the one God chose to lead Israel after Moses.

You see, God values, above any other thing, our heart for His presence.  

· Isn’t it interesting, then, that the first thing Adam and Eve did after they sinned was to hide from His presence?

· That’s why God writes in Isaiah 1:11… “The multitude of your sacrifices-- what are they to me?" says the LORD. "I have more than enough of burnt offerings…”
· You see, what God wants… is you… not your service, not your sacrifice… you.

· All through Scripture, God shares His heart, “And I will be their God and they will be My people.” (ex. Jeremiah 32)
What will make us effective as a church and as individuals within the church aren’t so much the skills and talents that we bring to the table.  
· The people God chose to lead… like Moses, Joshua, and David… were people whose passion was His presence!

· You see, God will not use us as a congregation to bless this region because of our cleverness or our programs… 

· But He will work powerfully through people whose passion is His presence.

To the degree that we are passionate about His presence... committed to worshipping Him, not simply with our songs but with our lives… 

· to that degree will we experience the kind of intimacy with Him that we were created for.

· And to that degree will we be able to minister His love and life to the world around us… 

· to that degree can we become that Community of Hope we so often talk about.

Carol Wimber was once asked what she felt was the "secret" of the Vineyard's growth over the past 25 years.  

· From 30 people in their living room 30 years ago to over 1200 churches in nearly 80 nations, there was only one answer she could give. His presence.

· But the key had nothing to do with programs or strategy... it was about His presence.

· This church was built on this foundation.  Far more than anything we can do in and of ourselves, what I dream of is a community of people who are passionate about Him... passionate about finding their home, their rest, in His presence.

Guys, if I’m aware of anything in my life, than this one thing I know with all of my heart… 

· that God is calling us back to a deeper, more passionate relationship with Jesus… back into a life of abiding in His presence.

· Do you want that?  I know that question puts you on the spot.  But it’s what I believe God is asking us.  Do you want that? 

· Do you want it for your own life… and, do you want it for our church?

At the end of the day, that is the only legacy I want for us as a church... to have been a church utterly in love with Him... passionate about His presence.

· You know, as I look at the landscape of God’s church in our region… I can think of that church known for great worship… that church known for great small groups… whatever.

· But my deep desire is that as people talk about God’s Vineyard here in Morristown, they’d say… 

· “I’ve heard they are so passionate about the Father’s presence… they’re so hungry for Jesus… their so thirsty for the things of the Spirit.”
In 2nd Chronicles 5, we read about how the priests were worshipping the Lord as they were bringing the Ark of the Covenant into the new temple… 

· And as they were doing that, God’s presence fell on them… so much so that they just fell to their knees.

· They put their faces to the ground and praised Him saying, “He is good and His love endures forever.”

· We’re then told in verse 13 “at that moment a thick cloud filled the Temple of the Lord. The priests could not continue their service because of the cloud, for the glorious presence of the Lord filled the Temple of God.”

· Soon after, as Solomon was dedicating the temple to the Lord, the same thing happened in chapter 7. Read verses 1-3.

It’s in this context that the Lord spoke to them saying, “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

· He said that if we humble ourselves and seek His face… then He will come to heal and restore.

· You see, over and over again, God shows us what it is He truly values.  

· It isn’t our programs and our religious zeal… it’s our passion for Him… that passion to seek His face in authentic worship.

To be honest, I’ve struggled with this over the past few years. In fact, God has been exposing this in my life pretty significantly over the past few weeks…

· How I’ve made ministry my passion rather than Him.  The other morning I was spending time with the Lord. An hour went by like it was five minutes.  

· It hit me all over again… this is what its all about.  This is my ministry… this is the Christian life.  To be in His Presence.

· I think of David’s words in Psalm 84:1-2, “How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord Almighty. My soul yearns, even faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out for the Living God.”

I think about God’s promise to Moses... how He Himself will lead them to the Promised Land. That’s just what Moses was asking Him for… but when he got that, it still wasn’t enough.  Moses wanted more. 

· Look at what he says in verse 18, "Now show me Your glory!"
· In just a short period of time, Moses had seen the Lord part the Red Sea... He had seen the Lord deliver Israel from Egyptian captivity... 

· You would have thought that in Moses' mind, He’d already seen God's glory! And yet, the glory Moses wanted was so much more than those outward miracles… 

· You see, Moses wanted to see God… He wanted to be wrapped up in God’s embrace. “Show me Your glory, Lord!”

The Hebrew word for glory in the OT is Kabod... it literally means "weight"... the kind of weight that leaves an impression on those who are touched by it… 

· Like a man's weight pressed into the sand while walking on the beach.  

· You see, what Moses was saying to God was, "Lord, I want your footprint in my life... I want who You are to make an eternal impression on my life"
· It was this heart... that caused God to call Moses a "friend of God".

· God's deepest desire is for all of us to share Moses' hunger for Him.  

Remember… Moses could have been the Prince of Egypt... but compared to God's presence... any earthly ambition meant nothing.

· The NT word for glory is Doxa, which can be defined as beauty.  

· The idea of weight & beauty together express what Moses was crying out for.  

· It is what David was hungering for when he wrote in Psalm 27…

· "One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek.  That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life... to behold the beauty of the Lord and to meditate in His temple."
Moses didn't just want the promise of God's presence...  He didn’t want the theology regarding God’s presence… 
· He wanted the reality of God's presence in His life… and he wanted that reality to make an eternal imprint on His life. 
· That's why he says to God, in verse 13, "If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways that I may know You more!"
· He wanted to know God more! Moses had seen God's glorious works... but the glory he really longed for was God Himself.  

· Jesus Himself prayed that you and I would also experience this in our lives. 

· In John 17:24, Jesus prayed, "Father, I want those you have given me... to see my glory."
Do you want to see His glory? Do you want the weight of God’s beauty imprinted on your life? Do you want to experience deeper intimacy with the Lord in your everyday life?  

· In Psalm 27:8, God calls to David saying, “Seek My face”.  The simplicity of David’s response has always touched me.  

· David responds, saying, “with all my heart, O Lord, Your face will I seek.”
· The Spirit is here this morning to strike that match in you again!  He’s inviting YOU just as He had invited David… “Seek My Face”.

· How will we respond? Truth is, a lot of us have grown tired and discouraged… we’ve lost that passion for God’s presence we once had.

Perhaps you realize that to some degree, you really have lost your first love.  If so, would you cry out to the Lord as David did in Psalm 51, “Lord, restore to me the joy of my salvation.”
· “Holy Spirit, would you infuse my heart with a renewed passion for Jesus.  Would you reignite my life with the kind of love I once experienced in my life for You.”

· Hebrews 11:6 says that “God rewards those who sincerely seek Him,” and, the only reward I know I want is more of Him in my life.  
· Do you want more of Jesus this morning? Jesus said in Matthew 6:33, “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you.”
He said in John 7, “Come to Me all you who are hungry?”  Are you hungry this morning? If so… if you’re hungry for Him… if you’re hungry for more of Him… then would you come to Him this morning.

· When speaking to the Samaritan Woman in John 4, Jesus said to her in verse 10 what I believe He’s saying to us this morning…

· “If you only knew the gift God has for you and who you are speaking to, you would ask Me, and I would give you Living Water.”
· God wants to pour out His Living Water of Refreshing this morning.  

"Dear Father, I need You. I acknowledge that I have been directing my own life and that, as a result, I have sinned against You. I thank You that You have forgiven my sins through Christ's death on the cross for me. I now invite Christ to again take His place on the throne of my life. Fill me with the Holy Spirit as You commanded me to be filled, and as You promised in Your Word that You would do if I asked in faith. I now thank You for directing my life and for filling me with the Holy Spirit."
