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A Glimpse through Church History
August 17th & 24th, 2003
A. Introduction

a. Human history as a single, unfolding drama.  God’s unyielding passion to see those whom He has created return to Himself… back to the garden!
b. One central theme of His Word… and History!

c. Three purposes of our looking at church history

a. That we as believers are part of something far greater than ourselves

b. That the church has flourished only when its mission expressed the heart of God’s mission, “to be a blessing”… He is a missional God and we are His missional people.
c. To see that we can “be a blessing” only to the degree that we embrace our blessings and remain committed to being the Missional people He has called us to be.

Luke writes his Gospel to give an account of all Jesus did in establishing His Church.  Then he writes Acts to give an account of what the Spirit-empowered Church has done in expanding around the world.
· But that doesn’t end in Acts 28… that one unchanging pursuit… that one unfolding drama to bring humanity back to Himself… is still going on.

· I’d like to tell that story a little bit this morning…. And hopefully draw out some points that will help us as a church as we look forward to what God would want to do through us.

· To do this, I’d like to draw examples and tell stories from each of the five major epochs of history.

1. The Roman Era (0-400)

a. Pentecost – A dramatic outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  World comes to Jerusalem. 

b. Converted Jews take the Gospel back to their country of origin (Asia to Egypt).

· Passover drew Gentiles from other parts of the world as well who then heard the Good News. (Court of the Gentiles)

· Small group of unknown believers evangelize Roman World’s 3rd largest city, Antioch (1/2 million people).  By 100AD, 20% of were Christian. 

c. Paul’s conversion extends the church through the Roman Empire.

· Paul’s missionary journey brings Christ to the southern parts of Empire.  Peoples of different culture came to Jesus… Ephesus, Thessalonica…
d. In AD 64, Emperor Nero begins his persecution of the church in Rome

· Paul is likely in prison in Rome at this time and dies in AD 67.

· [image: image1.emf] 

Polycarp (170) :    “ Simply  Swear to  Caesar . ”     “ I am a  Christian …  set a date &  time. ”   “ We ’ ll throw you to  the beasts. ”    “ Bring on  your beasts. ”     Tertullian (196):    “ Blood  of the Martyrs is the seed  of the church. ”  

July 19th, fire broke out in Rome (poor section) probably by Nero wanting to build his Golden Palace there (which he did).

· Used Christians as scapegoats.  By his death in 68, Christian bodies lined the Roman roads, crucified.

· Many believers escape to other parts of the Empire, which ranges from England to Babylon. Subsequent waves of persecution scatter believers further to distant parts of the Empire.  Titus burns down Jerusalem in AD 70.
· Joseph of Arimathea said to have made it to southern England

e. AD 175 – The Gospel penetrates into Gaul (southern France and areas east of it).

· Two years later Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, speaks of using the Celtic language as much as Latin.  So, Gospel is moving northward toward Ireland and England.  He leads many Gauls to Christ.
· AD 208 – Believers are found in Northern Africa.

· By end of the 2nd century the Scriptures are translated into Syrian.

· By the 3rd century, the Scriptures are translated into Egyptian & Ethiopian. 

· Church Father Augustine comes out of the North Africa church (Algeria).

f. Church spreads so quickly as believers are either sent out or being scattered and b/c Greek was a common language.  Jews also brought Gentiles closer in.  It was a powerful grass-roots level expansion of His church

· Without Roman Empire, Christianity may not have spread so successfully. 

Telemakus:  During this time, a monk from Asia Minor named Telemakus felt called by God to Rome.  So he threw all of his belongings into a sack and began his journey.

· He got to Rome and saw everyone rushing through the streets. “Where are you going,” he asked.  “To the Coliseum,” they replied, “to see the gladiators kill one another.” He was appalled.

· He followed them into the arena and saw the gladiators hold up their shields, offering their lives to Caesar.  

· Stunned by the brutality, Telemakus climbed into the arena and ran b/t 2 gladiators and yelled, “In the name of the Lord Jesus, stop!”  The crowed yelled to have him killed.

· One gladiator hit him hard with the butt of his sword.  When he got up, another pierced him through.  

· He said, “In the name of the Lord Jesus, Stop!”  Then he died.

· The idea that somehow they participated in an innocent man’s death filled them with such remorse that they stood in guilty silence.

· One man in the arena stood up and silently walked out.  In ½ hour, most everyone in the Coliseum walked out.  That was the last gladiator fight ever in the Roman Coliseum… all because of one simple man.

g. Emperor Diocletian threatened by growing #s of Christians spreading thru Empire.

· Emperor Diocletian orders a renewed persecution of the church, ordering eastern and western sub-commanders to carry it out.

· Western Commander, Constantius, had been married to a godly Christian woman, Helena (but was forced to divorce her).  B/c of his great respect for her and her fellow Christians, he chose not to carry out the persecution. 

· Galerius killed many but on April 30, 311, near his death, he gave up trying to destroy church.  B/c of the determination and faith of the Christians, he issued an Edict of Toleration.

· Diocletian abdicates the throne in 305 AD (after 20 year term) and Galerius becomes Emperor. Constantius died in 306 naming his son as Commander while Maxentius becomes new Eastern Sub-Commander (or Caesar).  

· Once Galerius dies in 311, Constantius’ son, Constantine wins a decisive battle against Maxentius and becomes Emperor in 312 at Battle of Milvian Bridge

· Sees in a dream, a cross in the sky and words, “In this sign conquer.”

· B/c of mother and this Constantine b/c favorable toward Christianity.

· Constantine gets the press… but his mother, Helena, is the hero… the story of an ordinary person like you and me!

h. In 313 AD, Edict of Milan, Constantine legitimizes Christianity, ending years of persecution. (doesn’t officially b/c official state religion till 380 under Theodosius)
· But the battle against Roman persecution wasn’t won at the Milvian Bridge but in the arenas, as Christians went bravely to their deaths.

· This forever changes the landscape of Christianity.  After centuries as a counter-cultural movement, the church now had power.  It was now becoming institutionalized, focused on itself.  Grassroots expansion is over.
· Image of Christianity no longer the Suffering Servant on the Cross, but a great warrior on horseback with sword in hand.  A new triumphalism was birthed.

· Remember… Jesus rejects Satan’s offer of power in the wilderness.  Courageous martyrs become a thing of the past.

· Now, conversions were mandated. 
· People accepting a political form of faith rather than its substance. Churches once filled with dedicated believers, now filled with Christians in name only.

· This fosters heretical beliefs and alienates non-Roman believers. 
· Having moved capital of Roman Empire from Rome to Constantinople, he becomes not only the political leader of the empire but spiritual leader as well.
i. Yet, in spite of the church becoming more and more inward, some still managed to focus on God’s redemptive plan and effect change in parts of the world.

· In AD 303, Gregory the Illuminator brings the Gospel to Armenia by respecting their culture and allowing the language of that land to be utilized. This church still exists.  First Christian nation, AD 324.  Bible in 410.

· All of Constantine’s armies couldn’t produce the fruit of this one man.

h. Patrick goes to a heathen Ireland and leaves it as a Christian nation.

· born in 389, abducted at 16 in Roman England by Irish Druid warriors

· As a prisoner, he spent 6 years shepherding pigs… felt call to escape by ship

· Traveled 200 miles on foot to the coast… taken on as a dog tender.

· Ship blew him to France (Gaul) instead of England where he remained in a monastery.   While there he heard voices calling him back to Ireland.

· B/c he felt inadequate in terms of his faith, he returned to France to study.

· In 432, Patrick crossed the icy sea to Ireland with 12 others.  He spoke directly to the Druid Chief in his own language he learned as a slave

· In spite of fierce opposition, Patrick started over 300 churches, baptizing 120,000 converts.  He died at 71 years.

· From that a monastic movement, independent of Rome, was birthed which would eventually send missionaries throughout Europe.

· Again the faithfulness of just a few accomplished more than any army or Crusade… when God’s people live in the top & bottom-line Covenant. 
                     2. The Celtic and Gothic Era (400-800)



· In 410 the Visigoths conquer Rome. Their respect for Christianity provides protection for believers. 
· By AD 500 the Western part of the empire was in the hands of various Germanic kings.

· If only Rome had chosen to share the Gospel with them while they lived together for nearly 100 years… perhaps the Dark Ages may not have come.
a. In 430, around the same time Patrick returns to Ireland, Nestorius, bishop of Constantinople, was excommunicated by church was banished with his followers to Iraq/Iran. 

Like the monastic orders started by Patrick around the same time, the Nestorians, independent of Rome, set out to be a blessing to the world.

· Similar to the early church, it was a grass-roots movement.

· The Nestorian church continued to grow well beyond his death.  By 1000, they spread the Gospel from Syria to Iran, thru Central Asia, & China.

· By 13th C. nearly 6% of Asia was part of Nestorian church.

· After than, it began to fade.  More fatal than the endless persecution they faced was the growing institutionalism on the part of its leaders.  

· They mandate to be God’s Missional people was lost.

One of the later Celtic monks was Boniface, whose Saxon people were won to Christ through the Celtic monk Columba, who first went to Germany and Friesland north of it.  This British monk went directly to the sacred oak of Thor, the god of Thunder, which was the chief object of worship amongst the pagan people.

· When Boniface laid his axe to the tree, a great wind came from nowhere and toppled it.  Countless pagans marveled and came to Christ.  He used the wood to build a chapel to St. Peter.

· While preaching, a group of men attacked him.  Boniface’s friends prepared to defend him, but he shouted, “Cease, my children, from conflict… fear not those who kill the body but cannot kill the immortal soul.”  He died with the Gospels in his hands.

· But their effectiveness began to wane in 664 at Synod of Whitby when Rome was given authority as the nobles were bought off by Rome.  

· It came down to power… would the more independent abbots and monasteries continue to rule themselves or will the Pope rule over the English church.

· Once they found themselves under the institution of the church, their dogged faith and zeal was lost.

· This one light in the Dark Ages was put out.

b. About this time, under the leadership of Charlemagne, the greatest military leader of the middle ages, major issues from social to theological were restudied in light of the Bible and the writings of earlier Christian leaders from the Roman era. 

· Some saw him as the second Constantine, which in many ways was true. 
· Not only did he conquer much of Central & Western Europe, He forced many to convert and even put to death 4500 Saxons in a single day!
· Whenever someone tries to “Be a blessing” without living in their blessing, disaster always seems to follow.  God wants us to minister out of our riches in Christ.

· On Christmas day, AD 800, Pope Leo III crowned Charlemagne Emperor, reviving the imperial tradition of the Western Roman Empire.

· But when an empire is Christian and there is no separation of church and state, who will lead?  The spiritual leader or the king?
· Through the middle ages, there would always be a vying of power. After Charlemagne’s death in 814, the Pope gained more power.
· This culminates in 12th C. under Innocent III who creates the most powerful Papacy in history… head of the Church and State.
· Around the time the Celtic expansion wanes…
c. Mohammed’s death in 632 AD catapults Islam onto the world stage as a religion.

· In six years, Islam controls Jerusalem.

· In one hundred years, Islam controls half of the Christian world, from India to Spain. 

· Expansion ends at the French city of Tours in 732 where Charles Martel’s (“The Hammer”; Charlemagne’s grandfather) Frankish army turned back the Muslim invaders.  Damage was never undone.

· Islam has spread from India to Spain, Europe is in the Dark Ages, and now…
               3. The Viking Era (800-1200)
a. This Scandinavian people group, untouched by the Gospel, swept through England, 

                              Ireland and Scotland murdering thousands and capturing monks for their education, 

                              and women to be their wives.

· The utterly barbaric Vikings completely destroyed the great monasteries as well as countless inland churches (destroying Columbas’ Iona monastery). 

b. The captured faithful believers, unyielding not only in their service to Christ but  

                              also their love for Him, won over the Vikings.

c. The now Christianized Northmen (Normans), as they were known in Europe, began  

      to settle in England and France.  The French coastal town of Normandy was one of 

      these early settlements.  

Remember Robin Hood: Normans (from Scandinavia) fighting against the Saxons from Germany (won by Columba).
               4. The Muslim/Crusade Era (1200-1600)
a. On Nov 7th, 1095 AD, Pope Urban II called on Christians to travel to Jerusalem and recapture the Holy Land… now held by Muslims since the 7th century. 

· Europe was lost at this time, not enough food, not enough money for anyone but the elder sons, and Roman was near bankrupt.  Wanting also to unite warring Christians, he could not loose calling for the Crusades.

· So, tens of thousands of knights were summoned away from their jousts with the promise of absolution of sins if martyred.  These knights were mostly descendents of the Vikings, who saw Muslims as heathen who could be killed for the glory of God.

· Tens of thousands of Muslims are killed in just the first four years.  When Jerusalem was finally taken back from Muslims, nearly 40,000 Muslims were killed in three days.  
· Policy of taking no prisoners… stories of blood up to their knees.
· Hatred of Christianity would spring up from this and continue to the present day.  Betrayal since Christians were treated far better (Dhimmi).

· Saladin retook Jerusalem on Oct 2, 1187; He forbade acts of vengeance, wanting the fighting to end once and for all. 

· Bernard of Clairvaux (2nd Crusade from 1147).

· Richard the Lionhearted later attempted to retake Jerusalem from him.

· In one battle, Richard is reported to have captured 16,000 Muslims and beheaded them all.

· The power of the Papacy grew tremendously during this period leading to the  Inquisition.
· Excommunication common… denies opportunity for communion, which is critical for salvation.

· Jesus said His Kingdom was not of this world.  What happened?  Reign of religion verses the reign of God.
Peter Waldo, 1173:  After hearing a story about a Christian man living a simple lifestyle, Peter Waldo decided to sell most of his estate… and paid several monks to translate the Bible into French... then he went out teaching all the common people about Jesus… beginning in the market place.

· Because Waldo and those who followed him weren’t ordained priests, they were ordered to stop.  Yet, quoting Paul in Acts 5:29, Waldo replied, “we must obey God rather than men!”

· Eventually, in 1184, they were all excommunicated.   They taught about the priesthood of all believers… they rejected relics, saint’s days, and purgatory.

· In fact, their Confession of faith was, “we believe… the Apostles Creed… and that Christ… died for the salvation of all believers… There is no other mediatory and advocate beyond God the Father, except Jesus Christ…”
· In 1214, the pope declared them heretics… and, through the Inquisition, most were killed for their faith.

· Those who came after them, known as the Waldensians, spread throughout Europe and were warmly embraced several centuries later by the protestants.

b. St. Francis of Assisi objected to the Crusades on every front and even joined the

                              fifth Crusade (1219), not to kill, but to bring the real message of Jesus Christ to the 

                              Muslim Sultan (Saladin) in Egypt.

· Saladin was deeply touched by Francis’ message of God’s love.

· Though no one knows if he saw any convert, his set in motion a movement of friars committed to reaching out with the Gospel of Christ.  

· Unlike monks who lived in obscurity, the friars were encouraged to experience not only a personal relationship with God but to share that blessing with others.

· Again, there was a grassroots movement committed to top/bottom-line!

c. Another voice was missionary Raymond Lull whom made three missionary journeys into North Africa, learns to speak Arabic and is eventually stoned to death in 1315 AD.  

· Both the Franciscan friars and those like Raymond Lull, shared the Gospel with the same passion the Celtic missionaries once had.

START OF WEEK TWO:  Church History… a story of God using ordinary people in extraordinary ways!
What if all those people who died in the Crusades were willing to die like Raymond Lull? What is hundreds of thousands of “Christians” chose to die as martyrs for the KoG rather than for the sake of the Crusades?

· Islam fended off the invading Christians, but could they have fended off an army of so many martyrs?

· If those thousands of men would have given their lives for the Gospel rather than their own ambitions, Islam would perhaps not exist today.

· Raymond Lull was just one man.  Perhaps his contemporaries laughed at him b/c we hear of no reported converts.

· Yet we know better.  In 1980s, nearly all the people in one mountainous village in Algeria were having the same recurring dream about a man preaching about Jesus to their ancestors years ago.  They saw them stone the man to death.

· When they were told the story of Raymond Lull back in 1315, nearly 800 people in that village gave their lives to Jesus.

d. In 1347, during the Inquisition, where anyone remotely thought of as being against he church could be killed, the Bubonic Plague struck Europe killing one-third 

                              of the population.

· the friars, who were the few who purposefully remained to share the Gospel and bury the dead (helping deter the spread of the disease) died in far greater numbers.

· Nearly 120,000 die in Germany alone.  5 of 6 friars thru Europe died. 80%!
· Catherine of Siena ministers to the sick and some are healed.

· Because of the love of Christ within them, many were saved.

John Wycliffe dies in 1384.  Less than thirty years after the end of the Bubonic plague in Europe, where 30% of its people lie died, John Wycliffe is standing before the bishop of London answering charges of heresy.

· As a professor at Oxford University, Wycliffe’s views became fairly well known. But it was his views about his faith that would attract attention.

· He claimed that the church about priests or sacraments… but rather, about faith in Jesus Christ.
· He also questioned the sale of indulgences… letters believed to pardon sin.
· In order for people to discover this truth for themselves, Wycliffe encouraged everyone to understand the Bible.  So he and his followers began translating the Bible, written in Latin, into English… and began distributing it illegally around the country…. teaching it to all the common people.
· Natural disasters prevented two of his later trials… and before the third, he died of a stroke (in 1384).
John Hus, 1400:  When Wycliffe’s words reached Bohemia (modern Czeck Republic) in 1401, they were banned by the bishops… but embraced by a brilliant professor and priest, John Hus.

· He began to share Wycliffe’s ideas in Prague… and soon, the church revoked his right to speak in public.

· But he wouldn’t stop… claiming that the church could not have authority over and above the clear teaching of the Bible… not even the pope.
· For a while the king supported him… but then the pope put an interdict over the city of Praque… which effectively excommunicated the whole city unless Hus was forced to leave.
· Needless to say, he left for other cities where he continued to preach.  He even wrote a book entitled, “On the Church” where he both defended the authority of the clergy while claiming that God alone can forgive sins… and that Jesus is alone the head of the church.
· In 1414 he was arrested and put in prison.  Even after a long period in prison.. Hus still refused to renounce his so-called “errors”, proclaiming to the council, “I would not, for a chapel full of gold, recede from the truth.”
· The next year, he was sentenced to death… and taken to be burned at the stake.  
· His courage at death only increased the numbers of his followers… who would associate themselves for centuries with him.  In fact, in the early parts of the 18th century one of the most evangelistic movements of church history is birthed called the Moravian Missionary Movement… made up of descendents of Hus’ followers.
e. As the Crusades ended, the Crusaders brought many works of art and literature back and sold them to the universities. This influx of art brought about the Renaissance.

Martin Luther, 1517:  Year that Martin Luther posts his 95-thesis on the Whittenberg Gate.  But the event begins 12 years earlier.  After becoming a priest in Germany, Luther would often become overwhelmed by his inadequacies as a sinful man. “How can I find salvation?” he would cry out.

· He goes to Rome in 1510 and does penance by climbing up the Vatican steps on his knees… kissing each step along the way.  And as he is doing that, Paul’s words in Romans strike him… “The just shall live by faith.”

· He realized that we are justified, made right with God, through faith… not by our works.  

· Sola Gratia, Sola Fide, Sola Scriptura… Grace, faith, Scriptures alone!

· This truth became, as he later wrote, like a “gate to heaven.”  At one time he was spending hours a day in the confessional… and suddenly, he had found peace.

· As he continued his study, he began criticizing the corruption found in the church… particularly the sale of indulgences to fund the construction of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.

· He writes out all of his 99 concerns and, on October 31, 1517, posts them on the Whittenberg Gate… purpose was to stimulate discussion.  He expected the church leaders to agree with him… he was wrong!

· The church condemns his views and ordered Luther, in 1521, to retract his published statements.  To the council that would try him, he said, “My conscience is held captive by the Word of God.  I can not, I will not recant. Here I stand, I can do no other. God help me. Amen.”

· He was then smuggled by his friends and hidden in a castle where he worked on his theological writings… and where he would translate the NT into popular German.

· Wycliffe and Hus had packed a powder keg… and Luther lit the fuse… and shook all of Europe.

William Tyndale:  When Tyndale was born in England in 1494, it was still illegal to pray or teach the Bible in English.  In fact, it was illegal to possess any portion of the Bible in English.  

· And yet, for William Tyndale, the idea that the common people had no Bible to read on their own was a tragedy. He said that he dreamed of a day when every ployboy of England would know the Bible for himself.

· So he goes to the Bishop of London, asking permission to translate the Bible into English. He was refused.

· So, Tyndale left for different places around Europe to translate… and in 1525, his NT was printed and smuggled back to England.

· King Henry VIII and Sir Thomas More were furious at this unlicensed translation, so they sent people out to find him.  He was arrested… accused of maintaining that faith alone justifies.

· And, in 1536, he was executed.  The last words he spoke were, “Lord, open the kind of England’s eyes.”

· Two years later, Henry’s eyes were opened and he accepted the Matthew’s Bible, a completed edition of Tyndale’s work… and by 1539, a revised Matthew Bible was placed in every English Church!

Thomas Cranmer, 1549:  Under King Henry VIII, England had turned from the Catholic Church after the pope refused to offer him an annulment to divorce his wife.

· He appoints himself the leader of the church… but knows he knows nothing about Christianity.  So, he appoints an arch-bishop who would be based in Canterbury.

· As the new arch-bishop, Thomas Cranmer is enraptured by the Word… the Person of Jesus… and the Spirit… and began to teach on these things.

· But resistance was powerful against him.  He was taken and locked away after a mock trial.  After being locked away for some time, Cranmer agrees to sign a statement recanting his beliefs concerning the Word as authoritative and about Salvation in Christ alone.  

He was held in prison in Oxford where he sees his friends Latimer and Ridley arrested for the same things… but they wouldn’t recant… and so they were sentenced to be burned at the stake… to which Latimer turns to Ridley and says, “This candle that they are now lighting they will never be able to put out.”

· 1 year later, in 1556, Cranmer is released and is put before the public as an example of one who has turned away from this teaching.  He is told to recant the idea of salvation alone in Christ.

· Exhausted, he says, “I recant only of my recantation… furthermore, this hand that signed these recantation papers, before you can throw me into the fires, I place the hand that signed these documents into the fire myself.” 
· And so, he put his hand in the fire… moments later, he was burned with 200 others in the streets of Oxford in 1556.

5. The Ends of the Earth Era (1600-present)  

- 1620 Mayflower Arrives!
Moravian Brethren: In 1727 a group of persecuted believers from Moravia (Czech Rep), descendents of those who followed John Hus, came to estate of Nicalous Ludwig van Zinzendorf in Saxony, Germany.
· He welcomed them and together they worshipped the Lord.  The Spirit poured out igniting an unquenchable love and zeal for the Lord, birthing the Moravian Missionary Movement.
· Within 3 years they sent teams to Greenland and by 1752 had planted churches in China, Persia, Ethiopia, as well as colonies in N. America.
· Supporting them was a 24-hour prayer chain that went unbroken for over 100 years.
· Zinzendorf eventually settled in the Colonies where he established Bethlehem, PA, as a base of his mission work amongst the Indians.

· What is left of the Moravian Brethren Church is just a fraction.  Their light was dulled, as they turned inward, losing their Missional heart to be a blessing.

John Wesley, 1703-1791:   In 1729, John Wesley, and his brother Charles, started a Christian club which John led.  Because of their strong methods used in their search for holiness, some critics called them Methodists!

· but in spite of strict devotional lives, like Luther, by seeking to earn God’s favor, they couldn’t find peace in their hearts.

· In 1735, they went to Georgia on a missionary journey.  On the boat ride over, John was very impressed with a number of Moravians on board.  

· When their boat hit a huge storm, John trembled in fear as they all calmly sang hymns.

· When they returned back to England a year later, John attended a Moravian meeting in London.  Someone was sharing from Luther’s commentary on Romans… and as he was listening, the Spirit came powerfully over him… and for the first time in his life, he trusted Jesus as his Savior.

· From that time on, the Wesley’s, and their friend, George Whitefield, would lead America and England into revival.

· Wesley travels 250,000 miles on horseback, preaching throughout England and Scotland.  He ends up equipping 653 lay preachers all over England.

· His influence penetrated throughout the government as well… influencing the decision in 1772 to ban slavery on English soil.  Later in 1807, William Wilberforce, a member of Parliament, having been greatly influenced in his youth by the Wesleyan revivals and by his close friend, John Newton (Amazing Grace), calls for a session of Parliament and convinces them to completely ban British slave trading.
George Whitefield, a friend of the Wesley’s, was a powerful preacher.
· News of his preaching even reached Benjamin Franklin who was a skeptic Whitefield… thinking that what he had heard was just a lot of hype.

· He doubted that so many people could even hear him preach let alone respond to his preaching.  

· So, according to his own journal, he would test just how far Whitefield’s preaching would travel.  So, “I climbed a tree ¼ mile away, thinking I would scarcely hear his voice when he began to preach.   But when he began to preach, his voice nearly knocked me off the tree!”

· He went on to explain how he had left his wallet at his home b/c he had heard that Whitefield’s appeals for money for his orphanages were so emotional that people would give all they had in their pockets.

· He then wrote that when the appeal came, he was so filled with emotion that he got off the tree, ran home, and brought his wallet back to give him money for his orphanage!!

· By the time he had left the Colonies back for England, 8 out of every 10 people there had heard him preach!

When Whitefield arrived in Northampton, he found Jonathan Edwards preaching about Justification by faith alone in Jesus.  

· This near-sighted preacher, who read his manuscripts, and who could go on for upwards of two hours at a time, found himself more and more amazed when, after he’d look up, God’s presence filled the place.  

· People were literally falling down on their faces in the middle of the streets repenting.  The angry, depressive feeling that had gripped New England was being replaced by a joy that no one could explain other than to give credit to God.
· When Whitefield began to travel from State to State, he essentially linked the revivals happening in New England with those in New Jersey (led by Theodore Frelinghuysen)… and by doing so, we see the Great Awakening birthed throughout America.

The First Era: Coastal Missions, 1782-1865

                  1.   Impressed by Captain Cook’s travels around the world, William Carey, a shoemaker in  

                        England, began wondering what it would be like to take the Gospel around the world.

· he spoke with church leaders who told him there was enough to do at home.

· Frustrated, he spoke to a group of ministers asking them why the felt Jesus’ Great Commission didn’t apply to them.


· Their answer came as a rebuke, saying, “When God chooses to win the heathen, He will do it without your help or ours.”

2. Unable to get another hearing, Carey writes, “An Enquiry Into the Obligations of Christians to Use Means for the Conversion of the Heathen.”  

· In this book, published in 1792, Carey considers by what means those in his day could get the Gospel to the lost.

· If the church won’t do it, societies must be started. So Carey and a few of his friends, started the Baptist Home Mission Society (1793), with Carey going out as a missionary himself to India. 

· Within a year, other such societies were started in England, Scotland, and Holland.

· This book b/c a catalyst for protestant missions.  “We must attempt great things for God and expect great things from God.”

3. For Carey, the mission society/organization (para-church), was the means by which he saw the world being touched by the Gospel, although he went to great lengths to mobilize the church into action. 

· He never lost sight of the fact that it is the church’s great calling to reach the nations.

4. By 1800, Carey’s book had reached America where 5 college students began praying together seeking God’s will for their lives.  This haystack prayer meeting in New England resulted in an American mission society.

· The American Board of Commissioners of Foreign Missions is formed.

· Within a decade of this a dozen new mission boards had sprung up.

· A group of women in Boston began forming prayer groups committed to praying for the world.  

· From this, women’s mission societies were formed through which single women were sent throughout the world (now 75% of singles overseas).

5. From this first era of modern missions came two shining lights.

· First, an overwhelming display of Christ’s love moving through those faithful men and women who went out, particularly to Africa. 

· Those who went out to Africa after 1790 did so with courage unmatched in history.

· Few missionaries in the first 60 years of this era survived more than two years.

· Africa, “white man’s graveyard”.  Missionaries pack belongings in coffins knowing that they wouldn’t be coming back.

6. Secondly, the mounting insights into the work of church planting.  It is during this first era that modern Mission strategy begins to take shape.

7. Those that went out were devout, deliberate, and determined to be a blessing to the coastlands of the continents, believing that when the coasts were reached, the whole continent was essentially reached.

· so, as churches were being birthed around Africa and India, missionaries began returning back to the US believing their work was done.

At the beginning of the next century, others would appear such as Charles Finney, an attorney in Rochester, NY whom God uses in 1830 to lead countless to the Lord.

· He later moves to New York City where he continues to preach… initiating a revival that leads thousands and thousands to Jesus.

· Through his preaching… and as a result of the changed lives that followed, several powerful abolitionist movements sprung up… pushing for the end of slavery.

· The Suffrage Movement also emerged out of this… which laid the groundwork for women’s right to vote.

The Second Era: Inland Missions, 1865-1934

                  1.   At 16, Hudson Taylor spends hours looking at maps and feels called to China. 

· In 1854 he went to the coast of China for several years.  Seeing what great things were happening on the coast, he returned with a vision to take the Gospel to the interior.

· When he shared this vision, his church strongly opposed him saying, “if you send people into the interior of China, their blood will be on your hands.”
· This caused Taylor to doubt until the Lord spoke to him saying, “You are not sending young people into the interior of China, I am.”

· So, he started the China Inland Mission (OMF), which soon b/c the largest mission ever, supporting 6000 workers primarily to the interior of China.

                   2.   Like William Carey, Taylor spent much time trying to mobilize the church to make 

                         Jesus’ last command their first priority.

· from this, nearly 40 mission agencies were born, committed to take the Gospel inland.

· Africa Inland Mission, Sudan Interior Mission, etc.

       3.  As in the first era, the 2nd Era birthed another great student movement, the Student                 

            Volunteer movement. 

· The prayer of college students at Princeton Seminary raises up an army of 100,000 students who commit to go wherever God sends them.

· Robert Wilder and Samuel Zwemer set their focus on Arabia, though no one would send them to such a hostile place, so they went by themselves and planted a church.

· 20,000 actually go to various fields while the other 80,000 act as support staff.

                   4.  Many of those in the 2nd Era were more educated and trained and so when they traveled          

                        to the interiors, they were surprised that churches were being handed over to locals.  So,        

                        many remained on the coasts and took over churches, not willing to learn from the     

                        experience of the past.

· we need to be careful not to make the same mistake.  That we look to those who have gone before us and learn from their years of experience.

· They soon learned this lesson for themselves and by 1925, the largest missionary movement in history was in full swing, planting churches in over a thousand new places.

· By the time World War II came around, the expansion of the church was being seen as one of the great facts of our time

Azuza Street in 1906 births the Pentecostal movement, whose emphasis on missions and spiritual life has resulted in phenomenal growth throughout American and throughout the world.  By 2001 the number of Pentecostals throughout the world is numbered at around 523 million… in just 100 years!
While a 30-year old Billy Graham was preaching his first crusade in Los Angeles in 1949, with over 6000 people attending, another movement was gaining influence in the American Church…

· Led by very liberal German theologians such as Rudolph Boltmon, various criticisms crept into American seminaries.
· The preached a message of demytholization… taking out all the supernatural “myths” found in Scripture.

· Soon, every main-line denomination was being influenced by their thinking… and every mainline denomination began to loose, to varying degrees, a sense of the authority of God’s Word.

· By the mid-1950’s, liberalism would be rampant in the mainline church… and by the 60’s, every mainline denomination would be in decline.

· But God was not done… fact is, God was, at the same time, raising up his church.  And, in fact, more people have come to Christ since the end of WWII than all of church history combined!

The Third Era: All Peoples, 1934-Present

                    1.  Through this third era, more people have come to Christ than all the centuries of 


 Christianity before it combined.

· a significant reason for this begins with two men influenced by the SVM, Cameron Townsend and Donald McGavran.

· Like Carey and Taylor, they were both under 30 years old!

                    2.  Moved by a SVM rally, Townsend drops out of college and headed off to Guatemala as     

                         a church planter.

· As he traveled to various villages to give out Bible, he discovered that many Guatemalans didn’t know Spanish, putting them outside reach of Gospel.

· This changed his life, especially when (at 25), a local Indian asked him, “If your God is so smart, why can’t He speak our language?”

· From that day he determined to translate the Bible into their language.  10 years later, he was done.

· He returned home to US to start Wycliff Bible Translators, dedicated to reaching peoples in their own native languages.

· Today, over 5000 Wycliff workers are serving tirelessly in over 80 countries.  

· To date, they have translated the Bible into over 500 languages making it accessible to 30 million people (30 million more than would it would have without Townsend)

· They are now working on just under 1100 languages.  With 6.2 billion people in the world, nearly 380 million still have no Scriptures in their own language.

                    3.  At this same time as Townsend was coming to grips with linguistic barriers to the       

                         Gospel, Donald McGavran, begins to understand the degree to which India’s cultural  

                         barriers were hindering the advance of the Gospel.

· as a 3rd generation missionary to India, he wondered if India would be reached doing things the same way they had been done.

· He realized that there were over 300 caste groups in India, with each caste being separated by culture, language, and economic barriers.

· He saw the enmity b/t these caste, so that a missionary to one caste could not successfully minister to another.

· He began turning his attention away from the idea of nation states to that of people groups.  

                  4.   These men not only modeled a commitment to the bottom-line, to be a blessing to 

                        all peoples, but truly lived in that place of blessing in Christ.  

· Because of them, the church has come to believe that this task of reaching the world for Christ is a truly do-able task with each of us playing a vital role  

C. Conclusion 

1. The history between Jesus’ first coming in the first century till His Second Coming ultimately has to do with one thing: God’s unchanging purpose to unite all the peoples of the world back to Him… back to the garden.
2. It is also clear that as His people, His purposes must define our purposes.
3. We don’t have to be professionals… just passionate about Him.

4. When the church has carried out the mission of the Father, the results were history-changing.

· Gregory, Patrick & the Celts, Nestorians, Frances and Friar Movement, Moravians, etc.  Living in the top/bottom-line of the Abrahamic Covenant. 

5. Successful missionary movements through history shared many core things in common.

· In every case, a simple, pure devotion to Jesus could be found.  He exalts the humble but puts down the proud.

· Zinzendorf said, “I have only one passion, It is He, none but He.”
· We see that successful movements resist institutionalizing, choosing to remain Missional… living both the bottom and top-line.

6. For us as a movement, this is a call to remain passionate about Him and passionate about making Him known.

- a reminder to never make the Father’s heart for the nations our deep passion.
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Church is Scattered:  “I will make your descendents like the dust of the earth.”  Gen. 13:16





St. Patrick:  Born in England in 389, abducted at 16 by Druid warriors!





The Dark Ages Begin: AD 500





Nestorius, 430, banished








Boniface & the sacred oak of Thor





Synod of Whitby, 664, Rome buys off nobles





Charlemagne, King of the Franks





Mohammed dies in 632





Most hideous debacle in Christian History.  8 Crusades in all.





Richard the Lionhearted leads 3rd Crusade starting in 1187





St. Francis joins 5th Crusade in 1219





Bubonic Plague kills 1/3 of Europe





Raymond Lull,  1315

















Student Volunteer 


Movement!





Africa: the white man’s graveyard





Haystack Prayer 
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