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Called To Make a Difference

August 27th, 2006

As a general rule, when there is some area in our lives where we want to know if we’re doing ok or not, we’ll typically rely on certain kinds of tools or instruments or resources to let us know what our status is. 

· For example, this is a mirror, and this is what you want to look in when you want to know the truth about your face. 

· Every line, every wrinkle, every gray hair, every missing hair, every blemish, and every liver spot—it all shows up in the mirror. 

· When you’re a guy, and you wake up and look at yourself in the mirror in the morning, it’s a sobering thing. 

· When you’re a woman, you have certain options to kind of “upgrade” your face. Women use products with interesting names like “concealer.” That’s kind of a scary thought, isn’t it? 

· But when you’re a guy, it’s a little frightening, because when you look in the mirror first thing in the morning, you know, “This is as good as it’s going to get all day long!”
· And what’s really depressing is that next year, it’s going to get worse. But this is what you look at when you want to know the truth about your face. 

You all know what this is? This is what you step on when you want to know the truth about your body… even worse… about your weight.  Sometimes you can tell the gender of a person by the way they get on one of these. 

· People of a certain gender will often take their shoes off before they get on…or their clothes off, their jewelry off, take out their contact lenses, exhale before they get on. I’m not kidding you! 

· The weigh-in line at weight-watchers is probably the most pathetic 15 feet of space in the world… If you don’t have a problem with weight, believe me, you’ve never seen anything like it.

· But, of course, there are even more accurate ways of determining your weight than a scale. 

A friend of mine was a very successful triathlon.  She was in nearly perfect shape.  In fact, she would go to some secret government installation and actually pay someone to hold her underwater in order to determine the precise fat content of her body. 

· Now, of course, as her friend, it was my job to tell her that what she had just done was the stupidest thing I’ve ever heard of.

· And yet, because of my love of all people, I’ve personally developed a method of determining your approximate weight and body-fat content that will not cost you a cent. 

· Next time you get out of the shower, before you put anything on, grab a stopwatch and stand in front of a full-length mirror.

· Then jump up in the air as high as you can... but just before you jump, start your watch.  Then, when stuff stops moving & jiggling, punch the watch and check the time.

· I’m down to two days, three hours and six minutes. You see, you can do this if you want to know the truth about your body. 

We get statements in the mail on a regular basis. This is a bank statement. We expect this to give us an accurate picture of our financial condition.

· Well, we here at the bank think you did OK this month. We would give you more details, but we’re afraid you might get kind of depressed. You might want to think about sending in a little more cash.

· We don’t get statements like that from the bank. We get numbers—red or black. 

· You see, if an area of life is important, generally people want to know, “How am I doing?” 

· We get report cards to assess our kids’ academic standings. We get performance evaluations because we want to know, “How am I doing at work?”
Well, if you remember, last week we looked at the life of Nehemiah… and we did that in order to see what needs to be in place in our lives in order for us to really begin to make a difference in the world around us. 

· Now this morning I want to share four things that can help us measure how we we’re doing in terms of our being difference makers to the people around us…

· We’re going to look at the Conduct, Character, Context, and Contribution of a difference maker…

· And I want to do that against the backdrop of Philippians 2:14 where Paul talks about how we can be more effective as we walk out our lives as followers of Jesus.

· So, let’s read this passage together and then jump right into it.

14Do everything without complaining or arguing, 15so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 16as you hold out the word of life—in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing. 17But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 18So you too should be glad and rejoice with me.  NIV
1. The Conduct of an Difference Maker

Paul starts off here with a pretty tall order… I mean, talk about getting to the point! It’s interesting though… that out of all the issues he could begin with, the one he chooses is complaining...  

· I mean come on… “Do everything without complaining…” Doesn’t he realize who he’s talking to here?  Work without complaining? Serve without complaining?  Give without complaining? 

· And yet Paul says that if we’re going to be difference makers… then we need to put a stop to all the grumbling and disputing in our lives.  

· Now, that word grumbling doesn’t need all that much defining here… it has to do with private complaining… the KJV calls it murmuring… 

· And you know who the best grumbler is, right? Fred Flintstone.

· Now, I’ve got to be honest… this hit home a little too deep for me… because, no kidding, about two hours before I wrote what I’m sharing here, I must have complained for about two hours.  

· And so I stopped what I was writing to confess it to the Lord… of course realizing that God wants me to serve Him with a joyful heart.  “But God, I’ve got SO much to do!” “I haven’t asked you to do all that you’re doing.”  

· It was quite a humbling exchange!!

Webster defines complaining as “an expression of unhappiness, dissatisfaction, or discontent.” 

· To me, complaining is simply the outward expression of discontent from within… it’s an ongoing or momentary lapse of perspective where all of our attention is diverted away from God and onto ourselves.

· Of course, anything can potentially set us off into complaining mode… even on a Sunday morning… coffee is too strong, the room is too cold, sermon is too long!

· But when you think about it, how can we make a difference on a Sunday morning, for example… 

· How can we encourage one another, how can we serve one another and bless one another… when all we can think about is how that person didn’t say hi when she passed by, for example?

Illustration: A Monk entered a monastery in which he agreed to take a vow of silence. He could only speak 2 words every 10 years

· After the first 10 years he was brought before the leader.  He said, “Bed Hard”

· Ten years later he was brought before the leader again.  He said, “Food Bad”

· Ten years later he was brought before the leader again.  He said, “I quit”.

· The leader said, “well, it doesn’t surprise me.  You haven’t done anything but complain for the last 30 years!

And then, taking it out of church… how can we make a difference to the world around us when we’re always complaining about the world around us?

· We complain about media bias, liberalism, Hollywood… whatever it is out there.  But folks, don’t we already know the world is dark?

· I’ve shared this illustration before, but when you go to your basement and you find it to be totally dark, do you say, “What’s the matter with this basement? What a dumb basement!  I can’t believe it is so dark… it is pitch black. Get your act together you basement you!”

· OR, do you say, “I need to turn the light on.  The light bulb burned out, we need more light down here.  Does anyone have a light bulb?”
You see, the problem with darkness is not that its dark… you’d expect your basement to be dark.  The problem is that there’s no light.

· So rather than complain about the world around us what we should be asking is, “where are the Christians, where is the light?”  

· Where is the light in Northern NJ? In Morristown? Why aren’t we making a difference?

· To be a Difference Maker… we need to start with ourselves.  And the first place Paul is encouraging the Philippians to look at was the area of complaining.  

Actually, I heard a story about a guy who learned to cut down on the amount of complaining in his life.  

· Out West, this cowboy was driving down a dirt road with his dog riding in back of the pickup truck and his faithful horse in the trailer behind. 

· As he was winding through the country roads he miscalculated how tight one of the turns was and had a terrible accident. 

· Well, a little later, a highway patrol officer came to the scene. An animal lover, he saw the horse first… but he could see just how serious its’ injuries were, so he drew his service revolver and put the horse out of his misery. 

· He walked around the accident and found the dog who was also critically hurt. He couldn’t bear to hear it whine in pain, so he ended the dog’s suffering as well. 

· Finally he located the cowboy… who suffered multiple fractures… off in the weeds. “Hey, are you okay?” the cop asked. The cowboy took one look at the smoking revolver in the trooper’s hand and quickly replied, “Never felt better!”
2. The Character of a Difference Maker

In recent years, especially in political circles, the question has been asked, “Does character really matter”?

· A large portion of our society has concluded that character is not that important as long as a person has the ability to do the job.

· Make no mistake, to God, character is everything.

· In fact, Paul says here in verse 15 that if we are going to make a difference to those around us, if we’re going to shine like stars against the dark backdrop of our world, we must become people of character.  

· And for Paul that begins with being blameless and pure… without fault.

Now of course, it would be easy to react with this in horror… come on… me? Blameless? Without fault?  

· But keep in mind that when Paul tells us to be blameless, he isn’t saying that we need to be perfect or never make mistakes.  He knows we will.  He knows he will.

· In fact, he knows better than anyone that the only way we b/c blameless is through the Cross… and the only way to live lives that reflect that is through the Holy Spirit.

· But what he is addressing is the deeper issue of character. Is the cry of our heart to know Him more? Is your purpose to live a life worthy of the calling we have received in Christ?

· Because what makes the stars so beautiful is the contrast between them and the darkness around them.  Peter puts it this way in 1 Peter 2… “Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.”
Then Paul goes on to say that we are to be pure.  Now, that word pure or innocent really means unmixed…  it was a term used to describe wine that wasn’t watered down, or metal without alloys.

· What Paul’s saying here is that there should be no mix of motives or lack of integrity in us as God’s people.

· You see, if blameless speaks of who we are before men, then this word speaks of who we are before God.  

· That means that Paul isn’t letting us get away with just looking good on the outside, rather, he wants us to understand that God is interested in what’s in the inside.

· And that He is far more concerned about who we are than what we do… because who we are on the inside will always determine how we live and what we do.

Listen… if we are going to make a difference in the world, it isn’t going to happen because we put a little plastic “fishy” on our car or a “Jesus-Saves” sticker on our bumper or wear “Jesus loves you” t-shirts.

· Truth is, according to the Bible, it isn’t even by our beliefs that we should be known and identified as God’s children.  

· The Bible says that what should identify us as followers of Jesus is our love. You see, it is our love and our integrity that is going to give legitimacy to our beliefs.  

· This is why Paul starts this passage by pointing us to ourselves.

3. The Context of a Difference Maker

Paul writes in 2:15, “That you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world.” NLT
· The context for living this blameless, innocent, above reproach life is where?  Here at church? At youth functions? Home groups? Yes!  But not just there.  

· Paul tells us that the context for our living out blameless lives above reproach is in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation among whom you shine as lights in the world.

· Is the world crooked and perverse?  YES!  Then as individuals and as a church we are in just the right place!

We are right where God wants us to be… these are the people God wants us to reach.  These are the very people that God loves and Jesus died for.

· Within a few minutes of us…

· Morristown 18,500;
Morris Twp 21,800
Parsippany 50,600

· Hanover 12,900;

Madison 16,500
Denville 15,800

· How will be reach them?

· We’ll start with us… becoming a people driven not to serve Jesus but to love Him… a people who thirsts for His presence and finds its satisfaction in Him.

· How will we reach them?  By not being a church that complains about how dark the basement is but rather sees itself as the light bulb.

· By being a church the never waits for the world to come to our door but rather finds our way to them.  

· The Bible never tells us that we are to bring people to church… do you know that?  The Bible tells us that we are to bring the church to the people.

· By being a church that plants churches… we’re called to plant churches!
We’ll keep up the Servant Evangelism like the Festival on the Green coming up.  We’ll keep offering conferences that can help believers bring their woundedness to the Cross.

· WE ARE RIGHT WHERE WE ARE SUPPOSED TO BE… Appearing, as Paul says, as “lights in the world”.

· And you know what… we are going to have a TON of FUN doing it!

4. The Contribution of a Difference Maker 
“That you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing.”

· Again… the thing that brings about Christian influence is the contrast b/t the stars against the dark backdrop of the night sky.

· We will never have influence if we just “blend” into the world.  We sometimes say, “I have to make sure my coworkers know that Christians aren’t weird.  So I will go with the flow… have the same attitudes, say the same things, complain the same way.

· And yet, being the same will never make you a real difference maker.

· Again, it is the contrast that will make them ask, “how come you have a different attitude?  Why do you have hope with the world is falling apart? Some Christians seem to put their hope in political figures… but you really seem to put your hope in God.”


We are to live as lights in this dark world, shining the love of Jesus to the world. That’s why Paul says we are to “hold out the word of life”.  

· The word to “hold out” was used in secular culture for offering wine to a guest.

· What an amazing opportunity the Philippians had…  to hold out the gospel… to go beyond the four walls of their meeting places and offer the good news of Jesus to the world around them.

I’ve shared with you before about how, after a torrential rain in Southern California a few years back, the waterways began flowing like raging rivers.

· From the view of a helicopter you could see a man being taken down the river, helpless against the current… getting banged up against rocks and branches.  

· Several others had already died… and it looked as though he might as well.

· Well, a rescue helicopter lowered a man down on a rope… but the guy couldn’t hang on… 

· Ropes were stretched across the water, but he was too weak too grab hold of them.

· Finally, a man grabbed one of the ropes from a rescue worker and tied it around his waist.  He jumped into the water, swam furiously to the guy, caught him, and managed to bring him to shore… saving his life.

You see, that man who risked his life to jump in the water… he made a difference.

· This is what we are a church are called to be.  The world may throw them a line, but we need to jump in after them.  WILLING TO TAKE RISKS

· The stakes were high for the man who jumped in… and they might be for us.

· Social embarrassment of inviting someone to church or letting them know you believe in Jesus.

· And yet we embrace our calling as difference makers.

Will we ask God’s help to stop complaining about the world, about our coworkers, our bosses, and begin serving blamelessly and in purity at work?

· Will we allow God to mold our character?

· Will we allow God to examine our lives and expose those areas, which hinder us from shining like stars in the universe?

· Will we take the next step with our unchurched friends… getting more deeply involved in their lives?

· A few thousand years ago, Jesus gave us these words:  He said, “You are the light of the world… Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good work and give glory to your Father in Heaven.”  Mat 5:14,16.
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