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Going with God’s Game Plan

Jeremiah 1:4-10; September 3rd, 2006

If you’ve been around our church for any amount of time you know that I’m not exactly the biggest sports buff in town. But this week, while Joyce and the girls were visiting her folks for a few days, I went out and saw the movie, Invincible with Mark Wahlberg.  

· Truth is, even though they can be a little predictable, I’m a total sucker for these rags to riches type of stories, which is why Cinderella Man is one of my favorite movies from the past few years.

· The story starts off in 1975, where the Philadelphia Eagles find themselves at the end of their 11th straight loosing season. The team was devastated and seemed to have no hope left of turning things around.

· Even their die-hard fans had enough and booed them off the field at the end of their last home game… 

· And yet there was one exception to that… a guy name Vince Papale, a 30-year-old substitute teacher and bartender, who had been a devoted Eagles fan for as long as he could remember. 

Hoping to end their losing streak, the Eagle’s management hires Dick Vermeil, a college coach from UCLA. Vermeil knows he has to infuse hope back into the team, so he does the unthinkable… 

· He shocks everyone by holding open try-outs in search of finding a talented new player.

· At this time, Papale is financially strapped after losing his job, his wife left him and he's down on his luck. 

· When he and his friends heard about the open call, they began pushing him to try out… which, even though he knew he’d never make it, he decided to do.  

· Much to his own surprise, not only did he make the team… but this local Philadelphia guy, who played only one year of high school football… 

· Helped reshape the Philadelphia Eagles as he brought passion back into the game and instilled his love for Philadelphia and the game of football into the hearts of the other players. 

Actually, according to the real Vince Papale, now 60 years old living in NJ, Coach Vermeil, played by Greg Kinnear, was the real hero of the story.  It was Vermeil who stuck his neck out there and put an Eagles jersey on an unknown, inexperienced player.  

· It was Vermeil who, like all good coaches, spent hours each day watching films, looking for weaknesses in each opponent, and developing strategies of attack for each and every game.

· See… now that’s the kind of thing that can excite me… seeing how each side lays out their strategies before the game even begins.  

· When I was a kid. I assumed that both teams showed up on Sunday, and when your team got the ball the quarterback would say, "OK, let's try this play--maybe it will fool them… OK, that didn't work, so let's try this play--maybe it will fool them. 

· Every play that didn't result in a touchdown was a failed play.” 

· I knew nothing about playing for field position, or time of possession, or controlling the line of scrimmage. I just thought you should try to score every play. After all, that was how we did it on the play ground.

But, that's not how it's done in the NFL where each coach approaches every game with a specific plan: this is how we'll shut down their running game, this is how we'll exploit weaknesses in their secondary, this is how we'll position ourselves for the big play, and on and on. 

· And since about 90% of the players in professional football basically play at the same level, it is the team with the best game plan that usually wins the game.

· There are only a few true superstars… that's why, when the team loses, it is the coach that gets fired rather than the players.

You know, it’s easy to approach life like I played football when I was a kid… where every play is like a new game-- just one desperate attempt after another to find something that works… never quite knowing how each play fits into the bigger plan for your life. 

· But, it doesn't have to be that way. You can follow a game plan that steers your life so that every play is designed to bring you closer toward that endzone…

· Where even though you may get tackled and beaten from time to time, you’re always heading down center field on the way toward that goal… to be people secured by God’s love… and seized by God’s purposes.

So, what I’d like to do this morning is to look at how you can implement God's game plan into your daily life… and then, into the church. 

· If you have your Bible, go ahead and turn to Jeremiah 1.  As we walk through this passage together, I’d like to focus in on four strategic game-plan principles I believe God wants to challenge us with this morning.

· So… in going with God's game plan, you need to first remember that...

1. Your job is to run the plays, not call them.

Listen to what God said to Jeremiah in 1:5, "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations."
· God had a game plan for Jeremiah's life.  Jeremiah's decision to become a prophet wasn't the result of his weighing the options as he visited each booth on career day. 

· His decision to become a prophet was based upon God's plan for his life.

· God has a plan for your life, too. 

· Now keep in mind God won’t necessarily tell you His game plan for the second half or even the next quarter…  But He’ll often let you know His heart for you in the present.

Does anyone here know who Peyton Manning (Indianapolis Colts) is?  Do you know what distinguishes him from most other quarterbacks?

· Peyton is distinctive among NFL quarterbacks because he is one of rare few allowed to call his own plays. In fact, besides the Buffalo Bills' Jim Kelly I wasn’t able to come up with other QBs over the past 15 years who did.
· The truth is that most quarterbacks get their plays from the sidelines. 

· I’m embarrassed to say that I really didn’t know that.  In fact, I was shocked that even some of the great quarterbacks of the past, such John Elway, Joe Montana, and Roger Staubach, all got their plays from the sidelines.

· Their job was not to call the plays; their job was to run the plays.

You see… too often we want to be one calling all of our own plays.

· But if we’re going to live the kind of life God is calling us to, we need to learn to see Him as the one calling the plays in our lives.

· Some of you might say, "OK. If I need to be following God’s game plan, then how do I discover what that game plan is?”
· You do it the same way Jeremiah did it. You listen to God. You let him lead you. 

Here are a couple of important lessons I have learned about discovering God's plan.

a. When I listen, God speaks.  (wish the reverse was also true… but its not)
James 1:5 says that if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be give to him. 

· When I ask for direction, God leads me.  Somehow… either from Him just telling me or by just steering me in the right direction… God always ends up leading me. 

· When there are aspects of God's plan that I am unclear about, when I don't know exactly how I should proceed, I have learned that if I seek God, he give me the guidance I need.

· Sometimes I have to listen for days, or weeks, or even months. But when I listen, he speaks. And when you listen, he speaks to you, too. Another lesson is...

b. I will know what I need to know when I need to know it.

When the game begins he doesn't want his players asking, "What plays are we going to run in the fourth quarter?” “If we go into overtime, what will we do?"
· A coach's plan for the fourth quarter might differ somewhat from his plan for the first quarter.

· He wants his team to focus on what's happening now, not what's happening next. 

· God will tell you all that you need to know when you need to know it. He will give you as much direction as you need to do his will. 

· He will give you as much light on your path as you need to follow his footsteps.

· The crucial difference about following God's game plan is that we recognize that he is the one calling the plays; we're just the ones who run them. 

· When you think about your future, when you make choices about your future, let those choices be driven by the question: God what do you want me to do? What is your plan for me? God, you call the plays, and I will run them.."

In going with God's game plan, there's a second thing I want you to remember...

2. The best defense is a good offense.

I know that’s not how it usually goes… but it makes sense to me! In verse 6, God spoke to Jeremiah… and almost immediately, he began making objections and excuses. 

· He's saying, "I don't know how to do what you're asking me to do, and even if I did, I'm not qualified to do it.

· Verse 6 says "O, Sovereign LORD ," I said, "I can’t speak for You… because I’m only a child.”
· I can imagine what Jeremiah was thinking, though. He was probably thinking, "People won't accept me. They won't listen. And prophets sometimes aren't well received. What if they beat me or stone me? What if they laugh at me? Or what if they disregard me altogether?" 

I'm sure Jeremiah was wondering, "How can I defend myself against those who challenge my calling?" Do you know what God said?  

· He said, "You don't. Don't defend yourself. I don't want you to play defense, I want you to play offense. Do what I called you to do."  

· Look at what God says to Jeremiah in vs. 7-8, “But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a child.' You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you," declares the LORD.”

· God is saying, "Jeremiah, you're playing offense." 

· The key principle here is obedience: Doing what God tells you to do, saying what God tells you to say, going where God tells you to go. 

· God is telling Jeremiah that if he is committed to obeying him, it doesn't matter what other people feel or think or say or do.

The same goes for you. No doubt there are many of you here today who have a sense of God's calling on your life, but his calling is being obstructed by your objections and excuses. 

· God is saying, "Trust Me! I’m not just going play to play here... I know things you don’t know… even though it may not make sense… trust Me!”
· “Don't say that you can't do it, and don't get side-tracked by what other people might say. Just start doing what I have called you to do."

· If you're committed to doing what he tells you to do, he will see you through it. 

· When you decide to follow God's game plan, you will face obstacles along the way. It's not always smooth ride... we know that. 

· But remaining committed to what God has called you to be and do will get you through them. 

· He says in verse 8, "Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you," declares the LORD.”
There are so many things that can side-line us… but, in spite of the obstacles, we need to stay in the game.

· Sometimes we look at our lives and wonder what in the world we could possible contribute to the church… we know we’re struggling… and so we pull away… we get side-lined.

· You know how long a football game is?  One hour.  But, it is often stretched over hours because of all the commercial breaks.  

· We stop for so many commercial breaks… and we end up stepping away from what God has called us to.

· The best defense against obstacles, against critics, against your own fears, is a good offense. By "offense" I mean being focused on doing what God has called you to do. The best defense in life is a good offense.

And yet we so often spend so much of our lives playing defense. We defend ourselves against this crisis, that problem, this criticism, that objection, and while our defense is racking up all this playing time, our offense is not accomplishing anything.

· Did you remember Howard Dean's concession speech at the Iowa primary two years ago? He came in third place, and in an effort to re-motivate his troops he gave an impassioned speech.

· At the end of it all he let a scream that left America a little afraid of who this guy was. 

· All of a sudden, desperate to recover from that blunder, his campaign was left playing defense, which was the beginning of the end for Dean.

In your life, God has called you to play offense. He has placed a call on your life, and he wants you to pursue it with obedience. 

· Put aside your objection and excuses… put aside your fears, and commit yourself to doing what he has called you to do. 

· Believe me… I fall into the traps too… I get so busy responding (playing defense) to all of life’s surprises… that I don’t leave any time to move offensively toward the endzone.

In going with God's game plan, there is another thing I want you to remember...

3. Every play is a crucial play.

In our lives, every day is a crucial day. And the most crucial day is this day. In verses 9-10, we read, “Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, ‘Now, I have put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.’"
· Today I appoint you. Not, "someday you'll be a prophet; someday you'll have a call on your life." But… "TODAY I appoint you." 

· When you discover what it is that God wants you to do, then this day is the day to start moving in that direction. 

· This doesn't mean that God will give you a championship ring halfway through the first quarter of the first game of the year. You still have to play out the season--every game, every down. 

· With every single play, you're moving toward the call that he has placed on your life.

God called Billy Graham to be one of the most influential Christian leaders of our era. He appointed him to preach the gospel to millions, to lead multiplied thousands to Christ, to even counsel presidents and kings. 

· When Billy Graham accepted Christ as a teenager and surrendered to preach, God's call on his life was activated.

· It was decades before God's game plan for Billy Graham fully unfolded, but it was activated when Graham surrendered to the call. I think we can see from history that he has lived every day like it was a crucial day.

· God has placed a call on your life. It may be decades before it fully unfolds, but it can be activated today. You can say, "God, whatever it is you have for me to do, I will do it. And with your help, I will live every day like it is the most important play of the game."

In going with God's game plan, there is one last thing I want you to remember...

4. Everyone Gets to Play

Has anyone here every sat in a “luxury box”?  They’ve got TVs, great food.  You’re safe from all the boos of the opposing team… you can sit back on a comfortable couch… sounds good!

· But there’s one big problem with the luxury box… and that’s that the game is down on the field.

· You see, God hasn’t called us to lounge around the luxury box… He’s called us to get in the game.  Hopefully you understand that my job isn’t to be in the game while the church cheers me on!  I’ll never make it!

· In this church, everyone gets to play… every needs to play if we’re going to make a difference.

Maybe, like Jeremiah, you wonder if you’re qualified… maybe you think there’s nothing special you can do… “I’m not a spiritual giant like that guy… he should do it… not me!”

· But have you ever noticed the kind of people God calls in the Bible?

· Abraham was on Medicare… Moses had a speech impediment

· Joseph was an ex-con… David was an adulterer 

· Samson was relationally challenged… Jonah was directionally challenged

· Jeremiah told God He was too young… Sarah complained she was too old!

· Rahab had a history of promiscuity… Martha obsessed over housekeeping

· John the Baptist ate bugs… Thomas doubted…Gideon panicked

· And yet, these are the people through whom God changed the world!  Any one of these people could have said, “No!” to serving because of their inadequacies.

Folks… there are no spiritual giants… there are just people in the stands and people in the game. You have to get in the game.  

· And when you take that step, you’ll begin to know the joy of developing the gifts God has given you with which to bless others.

· Folks… as we really become a community “secured by God’s love… and seized by God’s purposes”… 

· As we begin climbing out of the bleachers and into the game… than I promise you… we’ll have the joy of seeing God do things that we’d never believe.

So, how can you get into the game?  

Make yourself available to serve… be willing to serve in areas like set-up/clean-up.  I’ve heard a lot of people over the years tell me they don’t have any sense of what God is calling them to… and so they’ve climbed up into the bleachers.

· If that’s where you’re at, then let me ask you this… has God called you here?  If He has, then you already have His calling on you…

· To be an encourager, to serve wherever you see the need.  You see, you don’t need a special calling to “love one another” or “serve one another” or to “pray for one another.”

· If you don’t have a specific sense of what God is calling you to… don’t climb into the bleachers… get into the game.  Come out for Sunday morning prayer… participate in the 24/1 Prayer Marathon… 

· Speak to Vince about being part of the Vineyard Care Team.  Guys… you don’t need a special calling from God to know whether or not you should invest time caring for those in the church! 

1. If you have a deep desire to see young people grow as followers of Jesus an if you have a heart for teaching, then consider teaching Sunday School.  We wont just throw you into a class… we’ll train you… and have you sit in other classes till you’re comfortable to run it yourself.

2. If you are outgoing and have a heart to see new people make our church their church home then be part of our “Connect Ministry” by being a greeter for example.   

3. If you’re more of the “behind the computer” sort of person, then consider helping out with the powerpoint on Sunday.  Maybe you want to help with the website or help getting our podcasts online.

4. If you have a heart to bless young mothers for example… then consider spending just one out of every six Sundays in the nursery… serving tired moms by keeping a careful, loving eye on their baby while they can relax in the service.

5. Perhaps you’re a good host and would like to host a kinship group at your house.  Truth is, even though there usually a little last minute straightening up to do, it’s easier having home group at your own house!!

6. Even if you don’t feel qualified as a teacher, maybe you feel comfortable leading discussions.  Well, that’ll ultimately what leading a home group is all about.  Step out in faith on this one… consider leading a small group.

7. I’m sure you can imagine the effort that’s required just to make church happen each week… from setting up the chairs to making the coffee.  Guys… right now we have two people doing setup every four weeks.  Honestly, my hope is that before the last person leaves here today we’ll have three people on a setup team that is on just one week out of every five. The same is true with our clean-up teams. 

Maybe none of these things seem all that world-changing.  But you know, it isn’t simply about how I can change the world.  

· It’s about what can happen when we all come together as a community.

· There’s an African saying, “If you want to run fast, run alone. If you want to run far, run together.”  

· God has created us to be a difference-making community… and, believe me, each of you have an invaluable part to play. 

· I can only tell you that I’ve never met anyone yet who has regretted their having served in these ways.  

· I’ve never met anyone who came to the end of his or her life… spent serving other people and said, “I wish I had watched more TV!”  


There is a short sentence with three key words summarizing going with God's game plan in your life. Consistently surrendering to his leadership. 

· Consistently--because every day is a crucial day. 

· Surrendering--through active obedience.

· To his Leadership--because he calls the plays.

· In a year or two—even some of the more hard-core football junkies will be hard-pressed to remember who won the last Superbowl.

· That's because it's just a game. It doesn't have any eternal significance. 

· Your life is different. It does matter for eternity what you accomplish with it. If you try to call the plays for yourself, you will lose. Let him make that call… as you consistently surrender to his leadership. 

