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God’s Healing Touch, Acts 9:32-43

April 23rd, 2006

It was a day pretty much like any other day.  His brothers had gotten him out of bed and gotten him dressed.  And on their way to work, they carried him to his usual spot at the Temple gate.  

· Each day they would bring him to that same place, hoping someone would give him just a little of their loose change as they entered into the Temple.

· That day, the sky wasn’t any bluer, the birds didn’t sing any louder, and the sun wasn’t any brighter.  

· It was just another day… And yet, before this man’s day was over, his life would be changed forever.  

We’re told in Acts 3:1 that just before 3:00 in the afternoon, Peter and John were heading up to the temple for afternoon prayers.

· And yet, as they came to the Gate called Beautiful, on the Eastern side of the Temple courts, they heard this man’s voice asking them for money… a man about their age who had been crippled since birth. 

· In spite of all the commotion around that gate, they saw him through the crowds and approached him. 

· It says in verse 4 that “4Peter and John looked at him intently, and Peter said, "Look at us!" 5The lame man looked at them eagerly, expecting some money. 6But Peter said, "I don't have any silver or gold for you. But I'll give you what I have. In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, get up and walk!"   
Unlike nearly every other person who had walked past him over the years, Peter and John stopped as this man called out to them.  But then, surprised that they actually stopped to address him, the man lowered his head in shame.

· So Peter said to him: "LOOK AT US!" So he looked up at them "expecting to receive something from them." Peter said: "Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk." 

· 7Then Peter took the lame man by the right hand and helped him up. And as he did, the man's feet and ankles were instantly healed and strengthened. 8He jumped up, stood on his feet, and began to walk! Then, walking, leaping, and praising God, he went into the Temple with them.
· I love that! He didn’t just “get up,” he “jumped up” and not only began praising God but also danced his way into the Temple with them… thanking God for this gift of healing.
You know, from the time I committed my life to the Lord and began reading the Bible, I was amazed at the things Jesus did.  The more I read, the more I believed that Jesus really could heal people… it was awesome!
· And yet, I soon discovered that believing in Jesus’ power to heal people was easy.  The tricky question wasn’t whether Jesus had the power and authority it heal… but whether we do as well.
· Truth is, I spent my first few years as a Christian thinking that healing was something Jesus and the Apostles did… 
· But for myself, I wasn’t sure whether I could do any more than simply pray for a sick person’s medication to work and for God to give wisdom to their doctors.
· And yet, as I continued to read the Bible, it seemed more and more clear to me how Jesus was inviting us to participate in what He was doing in the lives of those around us, whether it was showing compassion to them, encouraging them, or praying for them… even for healing!
I was particularly struck by John 14:12 where Jesus said, “The truth is, anyone who believes in Me will do the same works I have done and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father.”
· “Anyone who believes in me... will do the same works I have done…” Do you believe in Him? Then what He’s saying is that you will be doing the same things He did. 

· Now I realize that when I share that, some of you said, “yeh!” while others silently sighed, “uggh.”  

Some rose up with faith, and others found themselves doubting. If you are among the “doubters,” don’t condemn yourself.  

· Ask Jesus for the faith to believe. You see, we need to have faith that the things Jesus said are true… faith in the fact that Jesus is calling each and every one of us to be a part of what He’s doing.
· Remember, though… Peter’s faith wasn’t in himself… it wasn’t in his ability to heal…  He knew didn’t have any kind of power hidden in his back pocket.  
· But he did have faith in Jesus’ power and desire to heal… and the authority He has given us to pray for the sick in His name.
And yet the sad thing is that we’ve surrendered the battle for healing… surrendered our belief and expectation that God is still in the game… and that God is calling us to play.

· That God is, as we read in John 14, “always at work” in people’s lives… at times bringing about the restoration of health… physical, emotional, and spiritual… 

· And that God still wants to use ordinary people like us to be vehicles through whom He ministers His love.

· I want to encourage you to enroll in this great fight… encourage you to offer your gifts, your faith, and availability to be a part of God intervening in someone’s life to bring about healing.

That crippled man sat there nearly invisible year after year… but Peter and John stopped.  The man put his head down, probably out of shame, and yet they asked him to look them in the eye.  

· But it wasn’t so they can see into the heart of this man… but so he could see into theirs… so he could see the love and care they felt toward him.  For Peter and John… this man was worth stopping for.
· You see, those people out there are worth fighting for… they’re worth risking embarrassment or rejection for.  “You want to pray for me? You’re nuts.”

· Nuts or not, we know that people often bear the weight of physical or emotional sickness... And so, we weigh into that struggle, on their behalf, with all the resources we have in Christ.

Maybe you remember Jesus’ words in John 8:12, where Jesus says, “I am the light of the world.”  But we too often forget that, in Matthew 5:14, He says, “You are the light of the world.”  
· Jesus has called us to carry His torch… to not only believe what He taught… but to do what He did.
· Peter certainly understood this.  Turn with me to Acts chapter 9 starting in verse 32. 

32Meanwhile, Peter traveled from place to place, and he came down to visit the believers in the town of Lydda. 33There he met a man named Aeneas, who had been paralyzed and bedridden for eight years. 34Peter said to him, "Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you! Get up, and roll up your sleeping mat!" And he was healed instantly. 35Then the whole population of Lydda and Sharon saw Aeneas walking around, and they turned to the Lord.
So, Peter’s traveling around near Israel’s coast, visiting the believers in all the different towns. While in Lydda, which is today called Lod (where the Tel Aviv Airport is), he met a man named Aenaes, a paralytic who had been bedridden for eight years.  

· After he prays for him, Peter says, “Get up and roll up your sleeping mat… and immediately Aeneas got up...”  

· Actually, I like the way the English Standard Version translates this, saying, “Arise and make your bed.”  

· Because if I could say that to my kids each morning, “Arise and make your bed,” and see them actually do it, then I would have no doubt that God could use me to heal the sick!

What’s interesting here… beyond this man getting healed… is that Peter uses the exact same words that Jesus used when praying for the paralyzed man in Luke 5:24.

· A few years back there was this whole WWJD movement going around the church in the US.  It asked a simple… but great question, “What would Jesus Do?”

· Well, faced with this paralyzed man, Peter asked the same thing?  What did Jesus do… and he did it. He imitates Jesus’ model of ministry.

While in Lydda, two men from Joppa (a coastal town ten miles NW from Lydda) came looking for Peter begging him to come back with them and pray for a woman named Tabitha who had just died.  

· From verse 36 we learn that she was well known and respected in the church there for how she ministered to the poor.  Just a valuable, godly woman.

· When Peter arrives, he finds the room where her body is laying filled with widows weeping over her death. 

· So, what does Peter do? He remembers what Jesus did when praying over Jarius’ daughter in Mark chapter 5.  The first thing Jesus did was to send nearly everyone out of the room… and so, that’s what Peter does here.

· Then he kneels down to pray… not so much for the dead woman… but to ask God to reveal to him what His will was.  

Seeing someone raised from the dead was not something Peter had dealt with on his own… and, in fact, is the only time we see Peter raising someone from the dead.

· He never ran around from funeral home to funeral home praying for people to be raised from the dead.

· But Peter has a deep sense that this is what the Father was doing… so he says pretty much exactly what Jesus said to the little girl in Mark 5, “Tabitha, qumi,” Tabitha, get up… and she did.

· You see, Peter is doing ministry the way it was modeled to him by Jesus… not in some mechanical way, but just as Jesus did it… being led by the Spirit.
As I’ve said, we need to not only believe what Jesus believed and taught… but we need to do what Jesus did. He loved the people around Him… He cared for them… He had compassion for them.  

· Jesus loves those people behind the counter, those co-workers, those friends, neighbors and family members, … and want to express His love to them thru you and me… and healing is one of those ways through which He expresses His love.

· But to get there, we need to accept and enroll in that aspect of what Jesus is doing in around us today… at school, in Starbucks, at work, with friends & family…

· But how do we do this?  How do we enroll?  I don’t want to be overly simplistic, though I do think there are three general steps we need to take in order for God to use us in the area of healing.

1. First:  Believe that Jesus wants to heal today and wants to involve you.

Spend some time and look at what the Bible says about all of this.  If you want, you can go online and look at a sermon I gave at the beginning of this series on “Continuing the Ministry of Jesus.”  Or, you can read the first four chapters of Luke!

· For John Wimber (who grew the Vineyard into a movement of churches), the discovery that God wants to use a person like him for healing took place just a few years after he became a believer.  

· At first he was amazed at the miracles he read about in the Gospels, but was then taught that God didn’t do those kinds of things anymore.

· Just two weeks after being exhorted like this, their son, Sean, wandered into a neighbor’s beehives, and a swarm of bees attacked him.

He was being stung everywhere and his body was quickly becoming filled with red welts.

· They carried him into their house.  His instinct told him to pray for healing… but he had just been told he shouldn’t get into stuff like that.  

· But their son came first… they prayed… and within a few minutes his welts were gone… dozens of welts just disappeared… and he was fine.

· Jesus said in Mark 16:17-18, “And these signs will accompany those who believe… they will place their hands on sick people and they will get well.” 

Do you believe that? Do you believe He will use YOU like that? I’m not asking whether you think God will use people like John Wimber… but whether you believe He wants to use people like you and me.

· Remember, when Jesus said in Matthew 28 that He is giving all authority to us, He was commissioning us to teach what He taught… and do what He did… giving us both permission and right to exercise His authority and power.

· You have permission… you’ve been commissioned… to pray for the sick.

· Having come to believe that He wants to heal and wants to heal thru you, the 2nd thing you’ll need to do is…

2. Make yourself available to the Lord to pray for the sick.

In Acts 16:19, Paul is trying to discern where it was that God was calling him to go.  He then receives a vision of man from Macedonia saying, “Come here and help us!”

· Reality of that vision shows something of the call of God on his disciple’s lives to come and help… a call to all of us to make ourselves available, to be in that place where God can work thru us.  

· He’s called us into this partnership, wanting to work thru us.  In fact, in some ways, God has limited Himself to working thru us.  Not always true… He is Sovereign… but like evangelism, he calls us to partnership.

Yes, he can do it without you… but He chooses to do it through you.  In fact, it’s more than a desire on His part. Again, it is a call… a commission on us to do it.  We’ve been given authority to pray for the sick.

· Several years ago, I spoke with several single women in their late twenties/early 30s from Time Square Church… they told me that they regularly go out and speak with people on the streets… which provides opportunities for them to pray for the sick… 

· And by making themselves available… they’ve seen a number of people healed!

Let me ask you something.  Is there anyone here who has ever asked someone if you could pray for them… to pray for healing for them?  Have any of you ever asked someone you didn’t really know if you could pray for healing for them?

· Guys, you’d be surprised how open the average person out there is to something like that.  If you feel uncomfortable at first, rather than pray for them on the spot, just let them know that you are going to pray for them… that God would make them better.  

· Once see how receptive people are, you might want to risk asking them if you could pray for them right there with them.  

· Just keep it simple.  “Jesus, I know how much you love Laura… would you just heal her of these migraines… she really needs your help.”

Will everyone you pray for get better?  Of course not! Healing is just one way the Father expresses His love and concern for us. 

· Just keep it natural.  If you pray for them and they have no sense of feeling better… just say something like, “Well, I’m going to keep praying for you over the next few weeks… but in the meantime, if there’s something else I can be doing for you, please let me know.” 

· Just remember… the people around us… are worth risking embarrassment over… they’re worth a little discomfort on our part. 

· Honestly… I know from my own experience that going from “being open” to “being available” isn’t always easy.  We risk embarrassment, rejection, and disappointment.  

· Yet, if you step into the arena of ministry… into the possibility that God would come into the situation in response to your heart’s cry, you will have taken a significant leap toward seeing the sick healed.

It’s only when we step out in faith… as we take risks… that we really see the miracles we read about in the Book of Acts happen. 

· So let me challenge you to make yourself available to God in this area.
· When a friend of work tells you of a physical obstacle… can’t get pregnant, infection, whatever it is… will you make yourself available to pray for them?

· Just ask them, “can I pray for your pain to go away?”  

· First step:  Believe.  Second step:  Be Available.  Third step…

3. Maintain the fight to pray.  

This isn’t an easy thing.  It’s hard to pray for someone who’s sick when the last twenty people you prayed for didn’t get better.  

· I’ll tell you, we prayed for lots of sick people during our first three years in Tajikistan… but saw very few people healed.  

· But they were worth the disappointment… and so we kept praying.  Eventually, after praying for what I’m sure was well over a hundred people, we began to see God moving more regularly that way.

· I remember when things turned around.  There were two people I was probably praying most passionately for.  One was a young man with five children dying of Tuberculosis and another was a young village girl who was dying from a disease.

I prayed and prayed… but both died... I was heartbroken.  Soon after, I did a ministry trip into a very remote village… we were about to leave; in fact, everyone was waiting for me to get in the car so we could get going.  

· As I was leaving, a woman from the village brought her daughter to me to pray for her hand, which had been badly burned.

· I was already exhausted… and was definitely anxious to begin the eight-hour journey back home.  So, I just sort of turned around, put my hand on her… and with nothing but a long nap on my mind I mumbled a faint prayer of healing before jumping in the car.

· When I returned to that village several months later, the mother found me and told me that her daughter’s hand was healed that day.

· Understand, I had no faith that this girl would be healed… I just wanted to go home!  But through that, God reminded me that this healing “thing” isn’t about me… it’s about His love and mercy.

Let me tell you John Wimber’s story.  After Wimber came to the place of believing that we’re really supposed to pray for the sick, he began preaching about it in his church.

· But just then, God called him to make himself available… to not just believe in healing… but to take the risk himself and pray for the sick.  

· So, He called John to begin inviting people up after his message to receive prayer for healing… but no one was healed.  

· He felt humiliated… and prayed on the way home… “Lord, never again will I humiliate myself like that.”
· But he knew that God was not giving him permission to stop.

One day while studying the Scriptures, he closed the Bible and felt a wave of anger, “I will not teach about healing any more!” 

· But God spoke back to him and said, “John, Preach My Word, not your experience.”  So, he continued teaching about Christ’s example of praying for the sick and the need that we continue to do as He did.

· After ten months of so-called “unsuccessful prayer”, he felt his greatest defeat.

· He and some others prayed for a guy for over 2 hours… desperate to see the man healed.  Finally, in despair, he stopped.

· He threw himself on the floor and began weeping, “It’s not fair!”  “You tell us to teach what your Book says, but you don’t back it up!”

· When he stopped crying, he looked up and saw others on the ground crying out as well.

Well, the next morning, God did something different.   But rather than me tell the rest of the story… I’m going to show you a short clip of John Wimber sharing what happened next.  (video clip from Wimber’s testimony)
“It’s my mercy, John… Don’t ever beg me for healing again.”

· That image of God’s unending mercy so available to anyone who would receive it was a confirmation of what he understood Scripture to say… 

· That God’s healing was simply an expression of His abundant mercy and grace… and a reminder that one-day, when we’re with Jesus in heaven, we’ll never be sick again.

· We need to believe in a God who heals… we need to believe that He wants to heal through the likes of us… we need to make ourselves available… and then press on and not quit.

It is only when you stick to the course, continue to pray for people whether there is complete, obvious healing or not… that God will really begin to work through you.

· But I’ll tell you, if you choose to walk as Jesus walked… doing the things Jesus did like praying for the sick, you risk disappointments.  

· It is much easier emotionally to adopt a position, as many people have, that God rarely heals, and then to be pleasantly surprised if a few times in your life you see something happen.

· But to the degree we risk living that life of faith, to that degree will we begin living in the reality of the Book of Acts. 

Remember that Luke didn’t write Acts so that we could have a historical account of the first century church. 

· He wrote the Book of Acts so that we can see what can happen when we live life in the Spirit. Even if you’re 
· not sure if this is something you believe or want, even if

· you believe it but struggle to continue making yourself available, or 

· whether you’re struggling to maintain that fighting spirit to continue praying for the sick…

· God wants to help you with the struggle… and He wants to invite you to come to Him… to trust him… with your questions, doubts, and your fears. 

· You can come to Him today… wherever you’re at in all of this and ask Him to help you get to the place of praying for the sick… and seeing the sick made well. 

