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Living Between Faith & Doubt, Part 6

Life-Changing Faith, December 2nd, 2007

I’d like to start off our message this morning a little differently than I normally would. 

· We’ve just wrapped up our series on Living Between Faith & Doubt… so what I’d like to do as we begin this morning is to read together one of the great expressions of our faith called the Apostle’s Creed.

· These “words,” which were going to read are words of faith and affirmation that followers of Jesus have spoken on different continents, in various cultures over many centuries. 

· So, let’s all stand and read together the Apostles Creed:

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

the Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:

Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried…

The third day He arose again from the dead,

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,

whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting. Amen.

Now, as you reflect on those words, I’d like you to consider two people… both go to church… both affirm the Apostle’s Creed… 

· “I believe in God, the Father… I believe in Jesus Christ His only Son… I believe in the Holy Spirit and the holy catholic church.”

· By the way, have you ever noticed how, in the Protestant church, people often get a little quiet when they hear the word “catholic”?

· Well, I think you know that the word catholic isn’t actually referring to the Roman Catholic Church.  

· In fact, the original text of the creed spoke of the “holy Vineyard Church”, but somehow that was replaced with the word “catholic,” which really refers to the universal church… the “Body of Christ.”

So, we’re talking about two people affirming these same statements…

· One man is humble and loving and truthful, surprisingly full of life… and everybody wants to be around this guy. 

· The other man affirms the same beliefs, but he’s selfish, angry, judgmental, kind of cold-hearted, gossips about folks, proud… and nobody wants to be around him. 

Now, here’s the question: Do these two people share the same faith? Do they really believe the same things, and if they do… if they do share the same faith, then why are they so different? 
· Now the real question we’re getting at is this: If faith is so important… 

· if faith is such a big deal that God would say that we’re saved by grace through faith alone… 
· Then why does our faith sometimes not seem to make more of a difference in our actual lives? 

· Why doesn’t faith seem to make more of a difference in my life?

To get at this, I want to talk about what a writer and philosopher by the name of Michael Novak, speaks of regarding three different kinds of convictions [write]. 

· We all carry with us convictions, and Novak says we can talk about them in three ways.

First, there are what might be called “Public Convictions.”

These are things that I say I believe… the things I want other people to think I believe, even though deep inside I really may not believe them myself.

· For example, if a woman asks me, “Does this dress make my hips look too large?” the correct response is… “No! I didn’t even know you had hips until you mentioned them.”
· These are statements that I make for “PR” purposes, whether or not I really believe them.

After Jesus was born, for example, King Herod said to the Wise Men: Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find Him, report to me so that I too may go and worship Him. (Matthew 2:8) 

· Now, was that Herod’s true purpose? No. It’s a spin job made solely for public consumption and image management.

· It’s hard for us to believe in our day that a politician would bend the truth to curry public favor, but in ancient times, that actually happened. 

· That’s a “Public Conviction…” and we all have those.

Then there’s a second kind of conviction that might be called, “Private Convictions.”

These are things that I sincerely think I believe, but it turns out that when circumstances change, these beliefs often change with them.  

· In other words, these “private convictions” are somewhat fickle… they’re not nearly as deep as we’d like to believe. 

· For example, imagine a person deeply attracted to “someone else” while that “someone else” isn’t available.

· But then, when that “someone else” suddenly becomes available… when that “someone else” says he or she is willing and even eager for an attachment, it turns out they don’t really want that “someone else” at all. 

· In our society, some call these kinds of people… men!  Just kidding.

· That’s a “Private Conviction.” It seemed to be real at the time, but when circumstances change, our beliefs change with them.

The night before Jesus died, for example, He predicted that Peter was going to deny Him. 

· Peter said: No Lord! Even if everybody else falls away, I will not fall away. Even if I have to die with You, Lord, I will never disown You. (Mark 14: 29&31) 

· When Peter said these words, was he sincere at that moment? Yes, I think he was. 

· And yet, we’re those convictions demonstrated the very next day when the heat was on? No. 

What I’m saying is that at one moment in time, this conviction of Peter was quite strong… though it had no roots.

· You see, sometimes we think we have convictions, but when circumstances change, we feel differently. 

· So, it turns out that knowing what we actually believe is trickier than we think… 

· that my own feelings at any given moment are not always the greatest indicator of what I actually believe.

There are public convictions, private convictions… and then, what might be called, “Core Convictions,” which are revealed by our daily actions… by what we actually do.

And these “Core Convictions” reflect what might be called our “Mental Map.” 

· Every one of us has one of these “mental maps” about the way we think things really are… and it is revealed by what we really do… how we really live.

· For example, I believe in gravity. But that’s just part of my “Mental Map,” so I don’t have to work hard to behave in a way that is congruent with gravity. 

· I don’t wonder as I’m getting out of bed whether I will float up and hit the ceiling or whether my feet will land on solid ground.  

· I just “get out of bed” because I believe that gravity is part of the way things really are. 

· And because gravity is a part of my “Mental Map,” my actions are always congruent with that belief.
So, we have three different kinds of convictions. You might think about them in this way: 

· What I say I believe (public conviction); What I think I believe (private conviction); And…
· What I show or reveal that I really believe… by what I do (core conviction).
· And yet, as I said, the reality is that I’m not always the best judge of what I really believe. 

· Truth is, a really good observer of my life and what I do may actually be a better judge of what my true mental map is than I am myself. 

You see, the best indicator of my true beliefs and my true purposes are my actions. They always flow out of my Mental Map about the way things really are. 

· What I say I believe (public) might be bogus… just PR/spin. What I think I believe (private) might be fickle… 

· But you never violate your ideas about the way things really are. You never violate your mental map. 

· My actions always flow out of my mental map, which reflect how I believe things really are.

So all this has got me wondering. What if, instead of reciting The Apostle’s Creed, an all-knowing observer was to watch our behavior for a year? 

· And then, at the end of that year, we all got together and had to recite the “creed” of those beliefs that actually guided our behavior? 

· Do you think that would be a little scary? I would be terrifying for me.

· So, let me ask you… true confessions now: How many of you have been involved in any deception, any exaggeration or distortion or spin at least once over the last year? Raise your hands. 

· If you’re not raising your hand, you’re doing it right now. OK? 

· So what would it look like… what if we got together to share the things that truly reflect our mental maps?  

How close would it come to the Apostle’s Creed?

· I believe that a lie is a bad thing, but it might be necessary for me to avoid trouble and get what I want.

· I believe that it pays to be nicest to people who are wealthy, attractive, smart, athletic, successful, or important.

· I believe that I have the right to pass judgment on others.

· I believe that I have the right to gossip about other people from time to time.

· I believe that 30,000 children dying of preventable diseases every day in our world are not worthy of my attention or money.

· I believe that I had better be looking out for Number One… that security is something, which I need to orchestrate myself.

Now, of course, we’ll never recite these kinds of things.  Truth is, we might not even realize these ideas exist within ourselves. 

· You see, we’re looking now way down into our mental maps… into the beliefs that govern our actual behavior... 

· because these are the beliefs and ideas that reflect for us how things really are… and we never violate our ideas about the way things really are. 

· Now, the problem is that these ideas-- for example, that God can only be trusted to a degree so I need to trust in my own efforts in order to really be taken care of--

· That these ideas don’t reflect the heart of God and His intentions for our lives. 

And yet, because my ideas are aligned with these misguided notions, they make misguided behavior inevitable.
· But then, out of His great love for us… out of His great desire for deeper relationship with us, Jesus came to us.

· But, let me ask you… when Jesus came to us, which kind of conviction do you think He was most interested in changing? 

· Public Convictions? Private Convictions? Core Convictions? 

· It’s the Core Convictions... because people live out of their core convictions.

It why Jesus said, “By their fruit you will know them”… that you can’t get good fruit from a bad tree.” 

· Because if this stuff (mental maps) don’t get changed, then everything else is just image management and behavior modification.

· Jesus is interested in changing people’s mental maps about the way things really are and to bring them into alignment with the reality of the Kingdom of God.

· So, when Jesus talks about faith, this is what He’s talking about… 

· NOT public convictions or private convictions… but our core convictions about what really is. 

You know, it’s interesting to me… that people often think there is some kind of difference between Paul, who talks about being justified by faith alone—

· And James, who talks a lot about the necessity that one’s faith reveal itself through his or her works… by what we do. 
· But, there really isn’t any difference at all between what Paul says and what James says, as they’re both addressing the issue of core conviction.

· Look at what James writes in James 2:14,18: “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if people claim to have faith (public conviction), but have no deeds? Can such faith save them? Show me your faith without deeds (public/private conviction), and I will show you my faith by what I do.” (James 2: 14,18)

· So, James is asking here… if people claim to have faith but have no deeds… can such a faith save them?
This is important, because for a lot of people, they think about “saving faith” as “the minimal amount you have to affirm in order to get into Heaven when you die.” 

· Here’s the problem. When, in the New Testament, does Jesus ever say, “Here’s the minimal amount of stuff you have to affirm to get into Heaven when you die.” 

· In other words, for Jesus, saving faith was always more than just praying the “sinner’s prayer” to get us into heaven.

Jesus didn’t come simply to tell people how they could get to heaven when they die.  

· His idea of saving faith also had to do with walking with Him in intimacy and friendship and worship… in the here and now as well.

· You see, “saving faith,” then, speaks also of a new “mental map” that enables us to live in the reality of Jesus’ kingdom…

· Where you come to believe way deep inside that what Jesus said is actually so. 

Here’s how it worked for the disciples. Jesus appeared, and His life reflected a kind of “mental map” they’ve never seen before… one that was perfectly in tune with the reality of God, the will of God, and the presence of God.

· In other words, in Jesus, there was perfect congruence between what He said (public) and what He thought (private) and what He did (core). 
· He believed that there was a Heavenly Father who was always present with Him, always loved Him... and so, He lived out of that reality. 

· He believed that… the way that I believe in gravity. 

It’s why He loved fellowshipping with the Father.  It’s why doing the will of God was His delight.

· You see, Jesus’ obedience to God the Father wasn’t some heroic thing… at least not to Jesus. It just made sense to Him. 

· My obedience to the law of gravity doesn’t look heroic to me; it just looks like sanity. 

· Can you imagine if I put on lead boots when I got out of bed each morning… just to make sure I didn’t float up and hit the ceiling? It would be insane.

· You see, Jesus lived His life the way He did because, just as I believe in gravity as a core conviction, Jesus believed that the Father is always present, always loving, and always faithful.

Then the disciples looked at Jesus, and they thought, “I like His life. I wish I could live like that. I wish I had His joy. I like His security and His peace. I like His boldness. I wish I had that kind of life.”
· So, then they began doing some of the things Jesus instructed them to do… and discovered just how much sense His words made when they acted on them. 

· When they were angry with someone, for example, & tried forgiveness, they found out that their lives & relationships just seem to work better. 

· When they had things and became generous with them, they learned that generosity really was better than hoarding. 

· You see, trusting what Jesus said began to shape their deepest convictions… it began to reshape their mental maps.
Elton Trueblood wrote these simple words, and I think they’re so true: The deepest conviction of the Christian is that Christ was not wrong.
· And that’s what happened to the disciples… they started realizing that His words were, in every way, trustworthy & true.

· You see, first they had faith in Jesus; then they began to have the faith of Jesus; and So, over time, their “mental maps” began to look more and more like Jesus’ “mental map.” 

· Then, finally, after His Crucifixion and Resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit, His disciples ultimately realized that Jesus was indeed the Savior of the world … 

· that He really is the incarnation of God Himself, and, therefore, they trusted Him with their eternal destinies as well as their daily lives.

But here’s what often happens in our day. In our day, we try to get people to trust Jesus for their eternity… we try to get people to trust Jesus so they can get into Heaven… 

· Without learning to trust Him for their daily lives… without coming to see that what Jesus said is really true… and having that reshape our core convictions. 

· And yet, as a matter of psychological reality, we will never come to really trust in Jesus this way. 

· People may say they trust Him (public), they may think they trust Him (private), but often, what we do, both in public and private, will show that we don’t fully share His mental map of how things really are. 

Believe me, I am acutely aware at times just how my understanding of how things are differs from Jesus’ understanding.

· You see, I may say I trust Him (public), I may think I trust Him (private)… 

· but, at the end of the day, there are times when I take things into my own hands… simply because, at a CORE level, I don’t really trust Him.

· Guys… we cannot really live the life Jesus has called us to live if we don’t share, at the Core level, His convictions about the way things really are.

This gets to the difference between the two people we talked about at the beginning of the message. 

· They may both say that they trust Jesus. They may both think that they trust Jesus. 

· But at the core, their “mental maps”—their convictions about the way things really are—are night and day away from each other. 

· Therefore, their lives look totally different from one another… even though they each affirm the same Creed. 

· They may say the same stuff about their faith, they may think the same way about their faith, but, in a way, they don’t have the same faith.

So, then… how do we get this kind of faith? How does this happen? Because, I’ll tell you that I can’t change my mental map simply because I’d like to.

· Honestly, a lot of people never even get to this point.  In their minds, if I just say the right things and think the right things than that’s somehow enough.

· But it isn’t.  It’s about living life the way God created us to live life… in intimate relationship with Him and one another.

So, how does our “mental Map” get changed to look more like His? How do we get what the Scriptures call the “mind of Christ?” 

· We can’t do this by ourselves… but we do have a role to play in the process…

· There is something we can do to help usher ourselves into this kind of life.

· So, do you want to hear what that role is? Two things…

First, of course, we have to learn what Jesus believed and taught. We have to learn what Jesus’ ideas are about how life really works… about who God really is. We have to know what Jesus taught.

· But then we need to take that to the next level.  We need to know what Jesus taught… but we also have to do what Jesus did. 

· In other words, for change to happen at a CORE level, there is no substitute for risking obedience.

· All too often, the church has been about pouring more information into people.  

Now, that might change what people say (public) and even what people think (private)…

· But the only way the mental map changes is when we risk trusting Him…

· Because its there that we find out, at the deepest core level, that what Jesus said was really true.

· So, in order for God to begin to change my “mental map,” I will have to learn to trust Jesus enough to actually do what it is He’s calling me to do. 

· And that’s not always an easy thing to do.

I’ve shared with you before the illustration Henri Nouwen writes about regarding a famous trapeze act, “The Flying Rodleys.” 

· After watching them perform, he became so intrigued by their performance that he ended up spending a fair bit of time with them.

· There were five members in the act: three “flyers” and two “catchers.” Trapeze groups are made up of “flyers” and “catchers.” 

· Now, what do you think the “flyer” thinking about after he’s swung off his ledge and let go of bar? 

· If it were me, the only think on my mind would be, “Is the catcher going to catch me?!” 

Keep in mind, flyers tend to be on the smaller side… and weigh around 150 pounds or less, which makes sense because if you’re a catcher, you don’t want a flyer with a big appetite! 

· But then, as you’re flying in mid-air, the catcher grabs hold of your hands… and then, it’s all over.

· Now, here’s where trusting God comes in. This is your part… the scary part… 

· Rodley told Henri Nouwen, “As a flyer, I must have complete trust in my catcher. The public might think I’m the star of the trapeze, but the real star is Joe, my catcher. He has to be there for me with split-second precision and grab me out of the air as I come to him in the long jump.” 

· Nouwen asked him, “How’s it work?” He answered, “The secret is that the flyer does nothing. The catcher does everything. When I fly to Joe, I have simply to stretch out my arms and hands and wait.” 

· Henry asked him, “You do nothing?” Nothing! A flyer must fly and a catcher must catch. The flyer must trust with outstretched arms that his catcher will be there for him.

There are three moves in this “Dance of Trust:” I let go of my trapeze, whatever my trapeze is, and I wait, and then I’m caught.  Letting go, waiting, being caught. 

· Jesus, comes to this earth, and He actually lives this way. He lets go. 

· He lets go of life in Heaven. He lets go of the glory. He lets go of the power. He lets go of the riches. 

· He’s born in a little stable to obscure, impoverished parents. 

· He grows up in a blue-collar family, works as a carpenter. He has an itinerant ministry as a homeless rabbi. 

Then, finally, He lets go of His ministry. He lets go of His disciples. He goes to the Cross… and lets go of His life.

· He hangs above the earth for three hours with His hands stretched out, not moving a muscle. “Father, into Your hands I commend my spirit.” (Luke 23:46) 

· And He waits there, waiting to be caught. He was saving us… but He was also teaching us about trust… where we let go, we wait, and eventually… get caught.

Here’s the dance. God comes to people. God comes to you and says, “Let go. Will you let go?” God comes to Abraham and says, “Let go of everything familiar… 

· Let go of your family, your home, your culture, your stuff… and go where I tell you to go. Will you do that? Will you let go?” 

· Jesus comes to a rich young ruler one day. He loves him, and He says, “Will you let go of your trapeze?” 

· For him, the trapeze was called “money.” “Will you give away all your possessions, sell them and give the money to the poor and come follow Me?” 

· Jesus speaks to a woman who is caught in an adulterous affair. 

· He says, “Go and sin no more.” Will you let go of that relationship that you know dishonors God? Let go… I’ll catch you.

What am I to let go of? Anything that will keep me from God. 

· Let go of that relationship, if it dishonors God.

· Let go of your attachment to money.

· Let go of your power; be a servant.

· Let go of your addiction. Admit it. Get help.

· Let go of that habit.

· Let go of that grudge.

· Let go of your ego, your pride, your disobedience… your reputation.

God comes to you and says, “Let go.” And then He says, “Wait.” Now… does anybody here like to wait? Do any of you wait recreationally? 
· Of course not.  Waiting is often so difficult for us because it’s the in between time between letting go and being caught.  
· I’ve risked obedience… but haven’t seen the fruit.  I’ve let go… but things aren’t the way it seems they should be.
· But, you see, waiting is part of the process… where we keep on trusting… where we choose to remain faithful… 
· where even though we are doing flips a hundred feet in the air without any safety nets, we still keep our hands outstretched.
It’s sort of ironic… that, in the Bible, Abraham stands as such a great example of faith. In the Book of Romans, Galatians, and Hebrews, he’s spoken of as a hero who trusted God with his life. 

· God tells Abraham that he’s going to be a father, that he’s going to lead a great nation, and that he’s going to have a son by Sarah. 

· But then Abraham has to wait. Does anybody here know how long Abraham waits? Twenty-four years. And, how well does he do at waiting? Not so well.

Abraham takes his wife, Sarah, to Egypt, for example, and says to his wife, “Sarah, you’re a beautiful woman. When Pharaoh sees you, he’s going to want you for his harem. 

· He might kill me to get to you, so let’s just pretend that you’re my sister. That way, if he takes you into his harem, I’ll still be OK.”

· This is not “Husband of the Year” material but it works! So years later, Abraham actually does it again. 

· Years later, he still has no son, and he’s upset about it. So Sarah says to him, “Listen… this thing God promised doesn’t seem like its going to happen… so we better make it happen.  So, here’s my maid. Why don’t you just sleep with her and have a son that way?” 

· Abraham says, “Ok, honey. If you think that’s a good idea, I’ll do that.” 

· Just a little passive at that point, isn’t he? Think that opens the door for some future problems?  It sure does.

Years later, God comes to Abraham again and repeats His promise, saying, “You will have a son.” 

· But, does Abraham receive these words with faith? In Genesis 17:17 we read: Abraham fell face down. He laughed and said to himself, “Will a son be born to a man one-hundred years old?” 

· God says to Abraham, “I’m going to give you a son,” and Abraham falls down laughing. 

You know, its funny… because during times of waiting, we often think that if God would just show up the way He did in the Bible, then I’d be ok… then I’d know for sure… that I wouldn’t have to doubt.

· And yet, however it was that God came to Abraham, truth is, there was still plenty of room for doubt. 

· In fact, we see that often in the Old Testament… with Moses, with Gideon, with many others. 

· So, once again, God comes to Abraham & Sarah. “Just want you guys to know that I haven’t forgotten My promise.”

This time He’s outside of a tent, and Sarah is inside the tent. He tells them again, “I really am going to give you a son.” 

· Now Abraham & Sarah are pretty old at this point. Look at what the text says: 

· “Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, ‘After I am worn out, and my master is old, will I now have this pleasure?’ 
· “Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child now that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the Lord?” (Genesis 18: 12-14)

I love this little conversation. Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.” But He said, “Yes, you did laugh!” Did not! Did so! 

· You see, Abraham and Sarah… they let go… they risked obedience.  Then they waited… which clearly wasn’t the easiest thing for them.  

· But then, after all those years… God’s hands reaches out and embraces Abraham and Sarah’s. 

· Abraham let go, he waited… and, as Sarah discovers that even in her old age, she is pregnant… is caught.

Can you imagine how Sarah felt? Can you picture them laughing about this… a woman that age getting pregnant? 

· She gave birth to a son, and they named him Isaac.  Do you know what Isaac means? “He Laughs.” They named the boy “He Laughs.” 

· Sarah said: God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me. (Genesis 21:6)

· They will laugh at a baby being born in a neo-natal unit with Medicare picking up the tab.

· They will laugh because Sarah will be the only one in the grocery store buying Pampers and Depends for the same family.

· They will laugh because they’re all eating Gerber’s Baby Food now, because no one has a single tooth among them.

· They will laugh because they waited so badly, because they misbehaved, because they deceived and doubted the whole time… and yet God showed up anyway.

That’s what the Catcher does. The Flyer can do nothing. The Catcher does everything. You let go and you wait, and you get caught.

· God is calling to some of you, “Let go.” There is something… I don’t know what it is… a behavior, a habit, or some other trapeze.

· God says, “Will you trust Me? Will you let go? Will you let go?”
· There’s no other way to really experience the abundant life that Jesus spoke about in John 10:10 than to dance this dance of trust.

· But, you see, it begins when someone says, “I’ll start with something that Jesus said that I think is true, and I’ll actually do what He says. I’ll actually let go...” and then you wait.

Maybe you’ve been waiting a long time. Maybe waiting has been really hard. Maybe you’re not sure if you can wait for God any more.

· I understand.  Waiting is never an easy thing. But God’s asking you, “Will you let go… will you trust me enough to risk obedience.  Will you trust me enough to wait?”
· You see, for some, the answer is no.  “I can’t trust you God!”  

· And so, they never experience the joy of God’s great big hands taking hold of theirs.  

· They never experience that change deep down inside where all that Jesus said and promised becomes part of our core conviction. 

But also… if you don’t risk trusting Jesus… if you don’t wait for the Father that Jesus Himself believed in and trusted in… then the question becomes, “What will you wait for?” 

· You see, we’re all waiting for something, whether we want to or not. We’re all waiting. If it’s not for God—for the Catcher—then what is it?

· Truth is that we’re all holding onto one particular trapeze… a little trapeze we call our “lives.” 

· We may choose to hold on to it so tightly… where we hold on, in our own strength, to our security, our “Ok-ness,” our success, our importance, our worth, our stuff, our bodies, our health, our influence. 

But then Jesus comes along and says: You can let go of all that. You can let go of your life, because there is Someone who will catch you. You can let it go. 

· You can die to those things that keep you from experiencing the reality and fullness of My Kingdom…

· And when you do, you’ll find that you haven’t died to anything at all that really matters. 

· So, let go. And… every time that you let go, and you are caught, then your “mental map” will be changed a little more. 

One day… maybe tomorrow, maybe next year, maybe fifty years from now… one day, you will let go of this little trapeze called your “life,” and so will I. One day, you will let go. 

· One day, you will take your last breath, and your hands will go slack, and the trapeze bar will fall from your hands. 
· The real question is: What happens then? Some believe that’s the end. That the neurons, that you mistakenly believe add up to a soul, will just stop firing on that day. 
· That the six trillion atoms that were employed by your body will simply disappear… and the Universe will neither know nor care. Some people believe that. 
· But I believe… Jesus believed… that there’s a Catcher… One who will always be faithful to you… even while your up there waiting in mid-air.
Jesus came to bring us life… an eternal life with Him that’s meant to begin now.  And so, He’s calling us to risky obedience… to let go.  
· And as we let go and wait and experience His hand catching ours, we’ll discover just how our ideas regarding the way things are… are being reshaped.
· Suddenly, ideas such as God’s incredible love for us, that God is with us, that we can trust Him even in the midst of our doubts and suffering… 
· Suddenly, these ideas transcend our public and private convictions… and become part of our Core Convictions.

Can you imagine what our lives would look like if we believed in God’s love & abiding presence… the way we believe in gravity?
· Do you want that for your life?  If so, would you choose today to not only understand what Jesus taught… but do what Jesus did?  
· If so, then let me ask you… What is your trapeze?
· As we pursue Jesus… as we ask Him to impact and change our mental maps to reflect His… what is it that God may be calling you to let go of this morning?
· Will you do it?  Will you leave here today willing to let go of something that stands as an obstacle to your walking in deeper intimacy and friendship with God?
· Will you let go?
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